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LETTERS 

OF 

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 

TO 

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 



BOOK VI. 



LETTER L 

[A. U. 70S.] 

To Appius Pulcher. 

When I first received an account of the ill- 
judged prosecution which has been commenced 
against you 1 , it gave me great concern : and, 
indeed, nothing could possibly have happened 
that I less expected. But as soon as I had re- 
covered from my surprise, I was well satisfied 
that you will easily disappoint the malice of 
your enemies : for I have the highest confidence 
in your own judicious conduct on this occa- 
sion, as well as a very great one in that of your 

friends. 
1 See rem, 4. p. 437* vol* 1. 

Vol- 11/ B 
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friends. I see many reasons, indeed, to be- 
lieve, that the envy of your adversaries will 
only brighten that character they mean to sul- 
ly : though I cannot but regret that they should 
have thus snatched from you an honour you so 
justly merit, aftd of which you had so veil- 
grounded an assurance ; the honour, I mean, 
of a triumph*. However, you will shew your 
judgment, if you should consider this pompous 
distinction in the light it has ever appeared to 
my own view i and,, at the same time, enjoy a 
triumph of the completest kind in the confu- 
sion and disappoiiitBaeat of youi enemies : as I 
am well convinced that the vigorous and pru- 
dent exertion of your power and influence will 
give them abundant reason to repent <5f their 
violent proceedings. As for' myself, be well 
assured (and I call every god to witness the 
sincerity of what 1 promise) that I will exert 
my utmost interest m support, I will not say of 
your person, which I hope is in no danger, but 
e$ your dignities, and honour. To this end, I 
shall employ my best good offices for you rn this 
province* where you once presided: and employ 
them with aff the warmth of an intercessor, with 
&11 £he assiduity of a relation, with $1 the in- 
fluence of a man who, I trust, is dear to these 
cities, and with all the authority of one* who is 

invested 
* See rem. 3. p. 371. vol. 1. 
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invested with the supreme command In a word, 
I hope you will both ask and expect of me, every 
service in my power : and believe me, I shall give 
you greater proofs of my affection than you art 
disposed, perhaps, to imagine. Notwithstanding 
therefore thatthe letter I received from you by the 
hands ef Qumtus Servilius was extremely short, 
yet I could not but think it much too long : ibt 
it was doing all injury to the sentiments of my 
heart, to suppose you had any occasion to solicrf 
my assistance. I am sorry you should have an 
opportunity of experiencing, by an incident sd 
little agreeable to you, the rank you bear in my 
affection, the esteem which I entertain for Pom j 
pey, whom I justly value indeed above all men, 
,«id the measure of my unfeigned regard for 
Brutus: circumstances, I should hope, of which 
our daily intercourse had rendered you suffici- 
ently sensible. However, since it has so happen- 
ed, I should think that I acted a most unworthy, 
not to say a criminal part, if I w^re to omit any 
article wherein my services can avail you. 

Pentiums remembers the singular instances of 
friendship he has received from you, and of whichj 
I myself was a witness 1 , with all the gratitude 

and 

* Porttfnius was praetor in the consulate of Cicero, and at 
this time one of his" lieutenants in the province. He distin- 
guished himself in the affair of Catiline : and having quelled 
the insurrection of the Allobroges, who took up arms on that 
occasion, be demanded a triumph. But he met with so 

B 2 strong 
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and affection td which you have so undoubted 
a right. The urgency of .his affairs had oblig- 
ed him, though with great reluctance, to leave 
me. Nevertheless, having been informed just 
as he was going .to embark atEphesus, that his 
presence in this province might be of advan- 
tage tp your cause 4 , he immediately returned 
back to Laodicea. I am persuaded you will 
meet with numberless such instances of zeal 
upon this occasion : can I doubt then that 
this troublesome affair wiU prove, in the con- 
clusion, greatly to your credit ? 

If you should be able to bring on an election 
of censors 5 , and should exercise that office in 
the manner you certainly ought, and for which 

you 

strong an opposition to this claim, and particularly from 
Cato, that it was four years before his petition was granted. 
Appius was at that time consul ; by whose interest it chiefly 
was, that Pontinius at length succeeded : and it is to this 
circumstance that Cicero seems to allude. Liv. Epit. 103. 
Dio. xL Ad Att. iv. \6. 

4 See rem. 6. p. 437. vol. 1. 

5 The office of censor was the most honourable post in 
the Roman republic; though its authority was not so consi- 
derable as that of the consul. The two principal branches of 
his duty consisted in taking a general survey of the people," 
in order to range them in their proper classes ; and in watch- 
ing over the public manners. Appius, together with Piso, 
whose daughter Caesar had married, were chosen censors soon 
after the date of this letter: and they were the last (as Dr. 
Middleton observes) " who bore that office during the free- 
" dom of the republic." If the republic, indeed, could with* 
any propriety be said to have enjoyed freedom at this period, 
when all was faction and misrule. Rosin, de Antiq. Rom. 
699' L*fe of Tully, ii. 210. 8t'o. ed. See rem. 4. and tha 
passage to which it refers, p. (Jfc. of this vol. 
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you are so perfectly well qualified; you can 
never want that authority in the republic, which 
will afford, at once, a protection both to yourself 
and your friends. Let me entreat, therefore, your 
most strenuous endeavours to prevent my admi- 
nistration from being prolonged : that, after hav- 
ing filled up the measure of my affectionate ser- 
vices to you here, I may have the satisfaction , 
also of presenting them to you at Rome. 

I read, with pleasure, though by no means 
With surprise, the account you gave me of that 
general zeal which all orders and degrees of men 
have shewn in your cause : a circumstance, of 
which I had likewise been informed by my other 
friends. It affords me great satisfaction to find, 
that a man with whom I have the honour and 
pleasure to be so intimately united, is thus dis- 
tinguished with that universal approbation he 
justly deserves. But I rejoice in this upon an- 
other consideration likewise ; as it is a proof 
that there still remains a general disposition in 
Rome to support the cause of illustrious merit : 
a disposition which I have myself also experi- 
enced upon every occasion, as the honourable 
recompence of my pains and vigils in the public 
service. But I am astonished that Dolabella, a 
young man whom I formerly rescued with the 
utmost difficulty from the consequences of two 
capital impeachments, should so ungratefully 

B3 forget 
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forget the patron to whom he owes all that he, 
enjoys, as to be the author of this ill- considered 
prosecution of my friend. And what aggravate* 
the folly of hU conduct is, that he should thu* 
venture to attack a man who i* distinguished 
with the highest honours, and supported by the 
XAQSt powerful friendships; at the same time, 
that he himself (to speak of him in the softest 
terms) is greatly deficient m hoih these respects. 
J had received an accpunt from our friend Coe- 
1pm before your lettei reached my hand, of the 
id|e and ridicnl^us report he ba* propagated : 
*ijd on which ypu so largely expatiate. There is 
«q litt^crgroufld, hpw^Yer^ for what he asserts, that 
be^svired, I would much sooner break off all foiv 
m$r friendship with ft. m m who had thus declared 
hwelf your enewy, than be prevailed upon to 
engage witfc&iw m any new connexions 6 * 

You 

* Nothing c*pl<J t>e rapie distant from Cicere's heart tba& 
Wlja't be here pretends. For there is the strongest evidence 
to believe, that it was his fixed intention, at this very time* 
tp enter into an alliance, witfi Polafcella ;. and, in feet, TuUia 
was married to tym soon after the date of this letter. Cicero 
. affirms, I most acknowledge, in an epistle to Atticus^ what he 
likewise asserts in a subsequent oae to ^ppius, " th$t this* 
** transaction was entirely without his kupwledge :" but he 
seems to have dealt a* insincerely ufloq this occasion with h» 
bosom friend, as he too frequently did with all t^e world her 
side. Accordingly, he assures Atticus, he. so little expected 
tiippqws of hh daughter's match, that be was actually in 
treaty for the disposal of her ta ajagtlrer person. ?«t if tbe 
latter part of this assertion were true, it aggravates his dissi- 
mjuilq)k>p : aa the faemjar root* eradtfotiy was not. For not 
to'mentioa the great probability there is, that he left a com- 
■ * „ • mission 
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You have not the least reason to doubt of my 
zeal to serve you : of which I have given many 
conspicuous testimonies in this province* as well 
as at Rome. Your letter, nevertheless, intimates 
some sort of suspicion of the contrary* It would 
be improper at this juncture to reproach you with 

indulging 

mission with Collins when he set out for the province, relet* 
ing to the marriage in question, [see let. 5» p. 437. vol. 1.] it 
appears that he had received more than one letter from him 
upon this subject, before he wrote the Inst mentioned to At* 
ticus : and, consequently, that he could not have been so much 
a stranger to the affair as he chose to represent himself. Ci- 
cero's answer to the letter of Ccelius concerning this treaty 
with Dolabella, is extant : and it cannot be dated later than 
the beginning of May in the present year ; because he men- 
tions the seventh of that month' as a future day, on which he 
proposed to return from another part of his province into Ci- 
licia. But the letter to Atticus must have been written in 
the latter end of the same year, because he takes notice in it 
of the death of Hortensius. Now he was not informed of 
that event till he came to Rhodes, In his voyage from Cilicia; 
as he himself tells us, in the introduction of his oratorical 
treatise inscribed to Brutus. If Cicero then was capable of ^ 
thus disguising the truth concerning Dolabella* to the near- * 
est and most valuable of his friends ; it is no wonder he should 
not scruple to act a still more counterfeit part in all that he 
says of him to Appius, And this dissimulation he very free* 
ly acknowledges to Ccelius ; who, indeed, was in the whole 
secret of the affair: as it was by his intervention that it 
seems to have been principally conducted. Accordingly, Ci- 
cero taking notice to Ccelius of the letter now before us, which 
be tells him was written in Consequence of the information he 
had received from him, in the 5th of the foregoing book ; he 
expresses himself in the following remarkable words : Quid 
sirneam (sc. epistolam) legos f quam €go turn eg tuu Uteris mm 
ad Appium? sed quid agas? sic vivitur: which in plain 
English amounts to this, that if a man would be well with 
the world, be must submit to the lowest and most contempti- 
ble hypocrisy. And it must be owned that Cicero, in the 
present instance, as well as in most others, acted up to the 
full extent of his maxim. Ad Alt. vi. 6. Bp> Fart. vlii. 6, 
De clar. orator. 1. Ep. Tarn. ii. 19* 

B* 
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indulging so injurious a thought : but it is neces- 
sary I should convince you, that it is altogether 
without foundation. Tell me tlien, wherein did , 
I obstruct the deputation which was intended 
to be sent to Rome with the complimental ad- 
dresses to you of this province? Had I been, 
your avowed enemy, I could not have indulged 
my spleen by a more important piece of malice: 
and most certainly, if I had meant to act with 
a disguised malevolence, I could not have 
chosen an occasion that would have rendered 
my sentiments more notorious. Were I $s per- 
fidious as the authors of these unjust insinua-* 
tions, yet surely I should not have been so weak 
either to discover my enmity where I designed 
to conceal it, or to shew a strong inclination of 
injuring you by instances* utterly ineffectual. 
I remember, indeed, that some complaints 
were made to me, concerning the excessive 
appointments allowed to the deputies from 
this province. In answer to which, I rather 
advised than directed that all expences of this 
kind should be regulated by the Cornelian 
law 7 . But far was I from insisting even 
upon this : as may appear by the public re- 
cords of the several cities. For when they 
afterwards passed their accounts before me, 

I suffered 

7 This law was enacted, it is probable, in-order to re- 
strain the immoderate sums which were expended in these_ 
complimental deputations. Mmutius. 
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I suffered them to charge to the article of their 
deputations, whatever sum they thought proper. 
Yet what falshoods have not these worthless in- 
formers imposedupon you? They have affirmed, 
it seems, not only that I absolutely prohibited 
all expences of this kind, but even obliged the 
agents of those deputies, who were actually set 
forward in their way to Rome, to refund the ap- 
pointments that were lodged in their hands, and 
by these means discouraged several others from 
undertaking the same commission. I might here, 
with great justice, complain of your giving credit 
to these calumnies : but I forbear, as I said be- 
fore, in tenderness to your present disquietude, 
thinking it more proper, at this season, to vindi- 
cate my own conduct than to reproach yours. 
I will only, therefore, remind you of a few reasons 
that ought to have secured me against suffering 
in your opinion from these groundless imputa- 
tions. If ever then you experienced the probity of 
my heart, or observed a disposition in me worthy 
of those sublime contemplations to which I have 
devoted myself from my earliest youth ; if ever 
you discovered by my conduct, in the most im- 
portant transactions, that I was neither void of 
spirit, nor destitute of abilities, you ought to have 
believed me incapable of acting a low and little 
part towards my friends, much lyiore a base and 
a treacherous one. But if artifice be the character 
,3 after 
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after all, in which I must needs be represented, 
could any thing, let me ask, be less consistent 
with such a temper, than either to slight the 
friendship of aman of your high rank and credit, 
or to oppose your glory in an obscure and re- 
mote province, after having openly supported it 
in view of the whole world at Rome ? Can any 
thing have less the appearance of artifice than to 
discover an impotent malevolence, and betray to 
very little purpose a strong propensity of doing 
an injury. But what possible motive could in* 
duce me to cherish so implacable a spirit toward 
you, who was fer from shewing yourself my ene- 
my (and I speak it upon the information of my 
own brother) even at a time when you were al- 
most under an indispensible obligation of appear- 
ing so 8 ? And after our reconciliation had been 
effected agreeably to our mutual desires for that 
purpose, did you once, throughout the whole 
period of your consulate, make a single request 
to me in vain? or which of the commands' that 
you left with me when I attended you to Puteo- 
las 9 , did I not execute with a zeal and assiduity 

even 

* This alludes to the services which Cicero received from. 
Appius in bis recal from banishment. " For Appius (as Mr. 
*' Ross observes) was at that time praetor : and though he, 
" at first, supported his brother Clodius, and opposed the re- 
" peal of bis law, yet he afterwards deserted htm, and joined 
M with the friends of Cicero." Cie. pro Rem. 33. 

' A maritime city in Campania, in the kingdom of Naples, 
now called Pozzuoli. When the proconsuls set out for their 

governments, 

1 
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even beyond your expectations ! But were I 
really the artful man I am represented, and if it 
be the characteristic of that disposition to act 
entirely with a view to interest, nothing surely 
could be more conducive to mine, than the 
friendship of one, from whose rank and abili- 
ties, from whose power, family, and alliances, I 
might hope to derive the highest honours and 
advantages : considerations, I will own, that 
rendered me ambitious of your friendship, not 
from any low unworthy cunning, but from thosa 
principles of prudence which Wisdom will surely 
justify. But these were not the only considera- 
tions that attached me to your interest : I was 
drawn by others of an higher and more prevail- 
ing influence with me : by a similitude of taste 
and studies, by the pleasing habitudes of familiar 
intercourse, and by the same common researches 
into the most concealed and unfrequented paths 
of philosophy. To these inducements of a pri- 
vate kind, I may add those of a more popular 
and public nature. For after having rendered 
our mutual reconcilement conspicuous to the 
whole world, I could not even undesignedly act 
counter to your interest, without incurring a 
suspicion of my sincerity. Let me mention also 
those obligations which result from my being 

associated 

governments, they were usually escorted by their friends ta 
tome distance from Rome* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



12 The LETTERS Book VL 

associated with you in the college of augurs : 
obligations which our ancestors esteemed of s so 
sacred a nature, that they not only held it im- 
pious to violate them, but would not evensufFer 
a candidate to be elected into this society, who 
was known to be at variance with any of its mem- 
bers. But abstractedly from these numerous and 
powerful motives, there is one, which of itself 
might be sufficient to evince the disposition in 
which I stand towards you : for tell me, did ever 
any man possess, or had reason to possess, so high 
an esteem for another, as that which you know I 
entertain for the illustrious 10 father-in-lawofyour 
daughter? If personal obligations, indeed, can 
give him a title to these sentiments, do I not owe 
to Pompey the enjoyment of my country, my fa* 
mily, my dignities, and even my yery self* ? If 

friendship 

10 Pompey, » 

* Cicero by no me*ans thought himself so much obliged to 
Pompey as he here pretends : and all these extravagant pro- 
fessions were a mere artifice (and a thin one it must be owned) 
to make Pompey believe that he had forgotten the ill usage he 
had formerly received from him. Vid, Ad AtU ix. 13. The 
truth of it is, Cicero had just the same sort of obligation to 
Pompey for the enjoyments he mentions, as he would have 
had to a highwayman, who, after having taken his purse* 
should have restored it again : for if pompey had not acted 
a treacherous and dishonest part in the affair of Clodius, to 
which our author here alludes, Cicero would never have been 
deprived of his country, his family y imd hi* dignities. But if 
Pompey restored him to these, he could not restore him to* 
himself: for, as the elegant Mongault, in his remarks on the 
epistles to Atticus, justly observes, if he rose after his fall, he 
always appeared, however* to be somewhat stunned by the. 
blow, 
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friendship may be supposed to have any effect, 
i$ there an instance amongst all our consulars, of a 
more intimate union than his and mine ? If con- 
fidence can create affection, what has he not 
committed to my care, or communicated to my 
secresy ? Whenever he was absent from Rome, 
was there any other man whom he preferred to be 
the advocate of his. interest in the senate? And 
what honour is there which he has not endeavour- 
ed to confer upon me, in the most distinguished 
manner ? In fine, with how much temper did he 
suffer my zeal in the cause of Milo, no twithstand- 
ing the latter had upon some occasions joined in 
the opposition to his measures ? And how gene^ 
rously did he protect me by his counsel, his autho- 
rity, and even his arms, from the insults and the 
dangers to which I exposed myself in that" de- 
. * fence? 

11 If .Dion Cassias may be credited in what he relates con* 
cerning the circumstances which attended Milo's trial, Cicero 
had as' little reason to acknowledge his obligations to Pompey 
in the present instance, as in that mentioned in the preceding 
remark. For Pompey being apprehensive that Milo's party 
might attempt some violent measures in order to obstruct the 
course of justice, surrounded the court with his troops, which 
so intimidated Cicero, that it utterly disconcerted his elo- 
quence, and he made a very lanquid defence of his friend. 
Accordingly the oration which Cicero published, and which 
is still extant, was not spoken, as Dion assures us, at the trial, 
but was the after-produce of his more composed thoughts. 
But whether the historian's assertion is to be corrected by 
Cicero, or Cicero's to be discredited by the historian, is a point 
I shall not venture to decide. Though I niust in justice add» 
that Asconius, a much earlier writer than Dion Cassius, and 
cne who was a greater admirer of Cicero, accounts in a dif- 
ferent manner for the disorder which seized the Roman ora- 
tor 
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fence? And I cannot but here observe, that far 
from being disposed, asyou have shewn yourself 
in this affair of the deputies, to listen to the little 
idle tales that might be propagated to my disad- 
vantagebyany paltry provincial, he noblyscorned 
to give attention to the malicious reports, which 
were dealt about to my prejudice by the mos t con- 
siderable persons in Rome 1 ** Upon the whole 
then, as you are united, not only by alliance, but 
by affection, to my illustrious friend, what are 
the sentiments, do you imagine, that I ought to 
bear towards you ? The truth of it is, were I 
your professed enemy, as I am most sincerely the 
reverse, yetafter the letter which I lately received 
fxomPompey, I should think myself obliged to 
sacrifice my resentment to his request, and be 
wholly governed by the inclinations of a man to 
whom I* am thus greatly indebted. But I have 
said enough, and perhaps more than was necessa- 
ry, upon this subject: let me now therefore give 
you a detail both of what I have effected, and 

am still attempting for your interest 11 . * # * 

«*♦####*##*•# 

Thi* 

tor upon this occasion. For he ascribes it to the clamours 
tvith which he was insulted by the party against Milo, when 
he rose up to speak in his defence. Dion* xl. p. 145, 146\ 
A scon, argument, in Milan, 

t% Milo was suspected, or at least his adversaries pretended 
to suspect him, of having a design against Pompey's life: and 
.perhaps Cicero's enemies endeavoured to persuade Pontpey* 
that our author was privy to that design. Or at. proMilon. 24* 

n The particular instances of Cicero's services to Appius 

are 
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This, my friend, is what I have performed, or 
am endeavouring to perform, in support of your 
character, I will rather say, than in defence of your 
person. But I expect every day to hear that you 
are chosen censor : the duties of which office, as 
they require the highest fortitude and abilities to 
execute, so, I am sure, they far better deserve 
your attention than any services I am capable of 
rendering to you in this province. tareweL 

LETTER II. 

[A.U.703.] 

To Papirius PjEtus 1 , 
x our letter has rendered me a most complete 
general. I protest I did not imagine you were 
so wonderfully skilled in the art military. But 
I perceive you are an absolute adept, and deep- 
ly studied in the tactics of king Pyrrhus 2 and 
his minister Cineas. I have some thoughts, 

therefore^ 

are omitted in the original: and, probably, were so bj 
tie first editor of these letters, as not being thought proper, 
perhaps, for public inspection. 

1 Lucius Papirius Paetus appears to have been a person 
of great Wit and humour, and in close friendship with Cice- 
ro* " He was an Epicurean : and in pursuance of the plan 
"" of life recommended by the principles of that sect, seeras 
4 * lo have sacrificed his ambition to his ease. Me hiad sent 
u some military instructions by way of raillery to Cicero ; 
" who returns an answer to this letter in the same jocose 
" manner." Mr. Ross. 

a Pyrrhus, king of Epims, who flourished about 300 
years before the date of this letter, was esteemed by the an- 
cients, as one of the greatest soldiers that ever appeared in 
■ the world. Hi* whole thoughts and application were turned 

to 
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therefore, of following your most curious pre- 
cepts : and, indeed, of improving upon them* 
For as I am assured that the best armament 
against the Parthian cavalry is a good fleet, I 
am designing to equip myself accordingly. Se* 
riously, you cannot imagine what an expert 
commander you have undertaken to tutor: 
for after having worn out Xenophon's life of 
Cyrus, with reading it at Rome, I have now 
fairly practised it out in the province, — But I 
hope soon to joke with you in person. In the 
mean time, attend with submission due to my 
high behests. You are not ignorant, I suppose, 
of the particular intimacy that subsists between 
Marcus Fabius and myself. I value him, in* 
deed, extremely, "not only for the singular inte- 
grity and modesty of his heart, but as he is a 
most excellent second to me in those contests 
wherein I am sometimes engaged with certain 
jovial Epicurean companions of yours. He late- 
ly joined me at Laodicea; where I am very 
desirous of detaining him : but he received an 
unexpected letter, which has given him great 
uneasiness. The purport of it is, that his bro- 
ther has advertised his intentions of selling an 

estate 

fo the art of war : upon which subject he published some 
treatises, that were extant in Plutarch's time. Cineas was 
one of the generals who commanded under this heroic prince : 
and who, as it should seem from thispassage, had likewise 
distinguished himself by his military writings. Pint, in vih. 
Byrrhu 
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estate atHerculaneum 1 , in which they are both 
equally interested. This news exceedingly 
alarms my friend, and as his brother's under- 
standing is not extremely strong, he is inclined 
to think he has been instigated by some of their 
common enemies, to take this very extraordi* 
nary measure. Let me then entreat you, my- 
dear Paetus, if you have any friendship for me, 
to ease Fabius of the trouble of this affair, by 
receiving the whole burthen of it upon your- 
self. We shall have occasion for your autho- 
rity, your advice, and your interest: and I 
hope you will exert them all, in order to pre- 
vent these two brothers from the disgrace of 
appearing as adversaries in a court of justice. 
I must not forget to tell you, that the persons 
whom Fabius suspects to be the malicious au- 
thors of this advice to his brother, are Mato and 
Pollio. To say all in one word, I shall think 
myself inexpressibly obliged, if you ease my 
friend of this troublesome affair ; a favour, he 
persuades me, entirely in your power. Fare- 
wel. 

LETTER 

3 The famous city near Naples, which was swallowed up 
by an earthquake in the reign of Vespasian ; and which is 
now furnishing the literary world with so many invaluable 
treasures of antiquity. 

Vol. II. C 
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LETTER UL 

[A. tf . 70S.] 

To Ccelius Calbus 4 , Quaestor elect. 

When I received the very acceptable news of 
your being elected my qu&stor, I was well per- 
suaded, tihat the longer yon con tinued with tne 
in this province, the more I should have occa- 
sion to be satisfied with that choice. , It h of 
importance to the public relation, which has 
tfhus arisen between us, that it should be im- 
proved by a nearer intercourse. But, having 
received no account either from yourself or any 
other of my friends, of your being set forward 
on your way hither, I began to be apprehen* 
sive (what I still fear) that I should leave this 
province before your arrival I was favoured, 
'tis true, with a most obliging andpolite letter 
from you, on the 22d of June, whilst I was 
encamped in Cilicia ; and it afforded me a very 

pleasing 

4 He was a young roan of a noble family, and this seems 
to have been the whole of bis merit. For, notwithstanding 
Cicero addresses him in this letter, as one of whose talents 
and virtues he had conceived a favourable opinion, it is cer- 
tain his real sentiments of him were far different. This ap- 
pears from an epistle to Atticus, where both the morals and 
understanding of Caldus are mentioned in terms greatly to his 
disadvantage. No* provincia praficimus Ccclium : putrum in- 
quits, fyfortassefatuum, Sr non gravem, fy non continentem. 
Assentior : fieri non potuit aliter. Ad Att. vi. 6. See the 
13th letter ef this book. 

1 
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pleasing instance both of your abilities and 
friendly disposition But it was without any 
date, nor did it mention when I might expect 
you. The person, likewise, that delivered it, 
not having received it immediately from your 
own hands, could give me no information 
either when, or from what place it was written. 
Nevertheless, I thought proper to dispatch my 
couriers and lictors with this express ; and if it 
reaches you time enough, you will greatly 
oblige me by meeting me in Cilida as soon as 
possible. 

The strong letters I received in your behalf, 
from your relations, Curius and Virgilius, had 
all the influence which is due to the recommen- 
dations of such very intimate and very worthy 
friends ; but your own letter had still a greater. 
Believe me, there is no man whom I should 
have rather wished for my quaestor; and I shall 
endeavour td shew the world, by distinguish- 
ing you with every honour in my power, that 
I pay all the regard which is so justly due to 
your own personal merit, as well as to that of 
your illustrious ancestors. But this I shall the 
more easily be enabled to effect, if you should 
meet me in Cilicia ; a circumstance in which 
not only the public interest and mine, but par- 
ticularly your own, is, I think, nearly con* 

cerned. Farewel. 

C s LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

[A. U. 703.] 

To Mahcus Ccelius, Curule-iEdile* 

I am extremely anxious concerning affairs at 
Rome, as I hear there have been great distur* 
bances in the general assemblies of the people 5 , 
and that the festival of Minerva 6 was celebrated 
in a most riotous manner. But my intelligence 
goes no lower than that period, and I am alto- 
gether uninformed * of any thing which has 
since passed. Yet nothing mortifies me more 
than being prevented the pleasure of laughing 
with you at several ridiculous incidents which 
attended, I am told, these public tumults; but 
they are of such a delicate nature, that I dare 
not mention them in a letter. I am a good deal 
uneasy, likewise, at not having received any ac- 
count of these com iHotions from yourself. For 
which reason, notwithstanding I shall be set 
out for Italy before this reaches your hand, yet 

I hope 

* Manutius conjectures that this alludes to the distur- 
bances which some of the tribunes occasioned at Rome, in 
, opposing the attempts of the Pompeian party to divest Caesar 
of his government in Gaul. At the head of these tribunes, 
Curio, who had lately changed sides, now chose to distin- 
guish himself. Vid. AdAtt. vi. 2* 

6 This festival was celebrated on the l^th of March, and 
continued five days* 
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I hope I shall meet a letter from you upon the 
, road, that I may not arrive an utter stranger 
to the state of public affairs ; as I am sure no 
man is more capable of instructing me concern- 
ing them than yourself. 

Vour agent, the worthy Diogenes, together 
with your freed -man Philo a , parted from me at 
Pessiuus 7 , in order to proceed on their journey 
to the king of 8 Galatia ; though, with little 
hopes of succeeding at a court neither very able 
nor very -willing to comply with the purposes 
of their embassy. 

Rome, my friend, Rome alone, is the object 
that merits your attention ; and may you ever 
live within the splendour of that illustrious 
scene ! All foreign employments (and it was 
my sentiments from my first entrance into the 
world) are below the ambition of those who 
have talents to distinguish themselves on that 
more conspicuous theatre. And wopld to God, 
as I was ever well convinced of this truth, that 
I had always acted accordingly ! Be assured 
the pleasure of a single walk with you, would 

3,flbrd 

a Ccelius mentions these persons in a former letter, as be- 
ing employed by him to execute some commission in this 
pact of the world ; but the nature of the business with which 
they were charged, does not appear. Vid* Ep. Fam. vin, 8* 

1 A city in Phrygia, within the jurisdiction of Qicero's 
government. 

* Deiotarus, 

C3 
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afford me more satisfaction than all the advan- 
tages I can derive from my government I 
hope, indeed, I shall receive the applause of 
having conducted myself, throughout my ad- 
ministration, with an untainted integrity; 
however, i should have merited as much ho- 
nour by refusing the government of this pro- 
vince, as by having thus preserved it from the 
hands of our enemies. " But where then,* 
you wilt ask, perhaps, " had been the hopes 
" of a triumph ?* Believe me, I should have 
deemed that loss well compensated, by escap- 
ing so long and so tedious a separation from 
all that I hold most valuable. But I hope I 
shall now soon be with you. In the mean time, 
let me meet a letter from you, worthy of your 

political penetration 9 - FareweL 

LETTER 

* la the original it is only 6 aid, miU mitte epistolas te 
djgnas. But it seems evident what Cicero had in his 
thought*, by a passage a little higher in this letter : ebvice 
mild velim sint littcrce ttue, qnm me trudiant de omni republican 
And our author frequently speaks of Coelius as one of thai 
sort of discerning politicians, who, in the language of Shakes- 
peare, 

— — can look into the seeds of time. 

And say which grain mil grow, and which will not. 

Macbeth. 
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LETTER V. 

/ [A. U. 703.] 

ToAppius Pulcher. 

Whilst I lay encamped on the hanks of the 
Pyramus 1 , 1 received two letters from you, and j 
both at the same time, which Quintua ServiUu* 
forwarded to me from Tarsus. One of them 
was dated on the 5th of April, but the other, 
which seemed to have been written later, wa9 
without any date. I will answer the former, 
therefore, in the first place, wherein you give 
me an account of your having been acquitted 
of the impeachment exhibited against you for 
mal-administration in this province. I had 
before been apprised of many circumstances of 
this event by varipus letters and expresses, as 
well as by general report; as, indeed, there 
never was any occurrence more particularly 
known. Not that it was in the least unexpect* 
ed, but because the world is usually very mi- 
nute in its accounts of all that concerns the ho- 
nour of so distinguished a character. But, 
notwithstanding your letter was thus in some 
measure anticipated, yet it heightened my sa- 
tisfaction to receive the same good news from 
your own hand. My information was by this 
means not only more full than what I had 

learnt 

1 A river in Cilicia. 

C4 
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iearnt from common fame, but it brought you 
nearer to my imagination, and rendered you in 
some sort present to those sentiments of joy 
which arose upon this occasion in my heart. 
Accordingly, I embraced you in my thoughts, 
and kissed the letter that gave me so much 
reason, to rejoice, upon my own account, as 
well as upon yours. I say upon my own ac^ 
count, because I look upon those honours which 
are thus paid by the general voice of my coun- 
try,, to virtue, industry, and genius, as paid to 
myself; being too much disposed, perhaps, to 
imagine that these are qualities to which my 
own character is no stranger. But though I 
' am by no means surprised that, this trial should 
have ended so much to your credit, yet I can- 
not forbear being astonished at that mean and 
unworthy spirit which induced your enemies* 
to engage in this prosecution. 

But you will tell me, perhaps, that. I am 
premature in my congratulations; for, while 
there i& a charge still subsisting against yo^ 
what imports it, you will possibly ask, of 
which impeachment you are first acquitted ? 
And I must confess it is a point of no con- 
sequence with respect to your character ; for 

you 

* It may be unnecessary, perhaps, to remind the reader 
that this al udes to DolabeUa, whose friendship and alliance, 
Cicero was at Oii$ time courting. 
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you are not only perfectly innocent of both ac- 
cusations, but are so far from having commit- 
ted any action injurious to the honour of the 
republic, that you have greatly contributed to 
raise and extend its glory 3 . However, there is 
this advantage gained by your present victory, 
that the principal difficulty of the whole con- 
test is now over. For, by the terms in which 
Sylla's law is drawn up, concerning offences 
against the state, and upon which your first 
prosecution was founded, it is easy for any man 
to give a colour to the most groundless charge. 
Whereas an information of bribery turns upon a 
fact in its own nature notorious, as no man can 
be guilty of this crime, unobserved by the pub- 
lic; 

3 Cicero himself will furnish the most proper comment 
upon this passage. For, in a letter to Atticus, written not 
many months before the present, be describes the conduct 
of Appius, in Cilicia, in terms which shew that he was far 
from being unjustly arraigned by Dolabella. He represents 
him as having spread desolation through the province by 
fire and sword ; as having left nothing behind him which he 
could possibly carry away, and as having suffered his officers 
to commit all kinds of violences which lust and avarice 
could suggest; " And I am going/' says he, " this very 
" morning, to repeal several of his iniquitous edicts/' Ap- 
pius, cum e£ atpauqetews pr ovine iam curarit, sanguhiem mise- 
rit, quidquid potuit detraxerit, mihi tradiderit eitectam, 4"C — 
Quid dicam de illius prcefectis, comitibus, legatis ? etiam de ra- 
pinis, de libidinibus, de contumeliis ! — Eo ipse die, quo hoec ante 
lucem scribebam, cogitabam ejus multa inique cons tit ut a Sp acta 
t oiler e. It is pleasant to observe, upon some occasions, the 
different colours in which the same character is painted by 
different hands : but one has not so frequently the opportu- 
nity of hearing the same conduct thus abused and thus ap- 
plauded hy the same man, and almost, too, in the same 
breath, Ai AiU vi. U 
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lie ; and consequently either the prosecutor, or 
the person accused, must evidently, and beyond 
all power of artifice, appear infamous. But 
whoever entertained even the slightest suspi- 
cions of yoqr having obtained the high dignU 
ties through which you have passed, by illegal 
methods ? How do I regret that I could not 
be present at these prosecutions, that I might 
have exposed them to all the ridicule they so 
justly deserve ! 

You. mentioned two circumstances which at- 
tended your trial, that afforded me particular 
satisfaction. The one is, that general zeal which 
was expressed by the whole republic in your 
behalf: the other, that generous and friendly 
part which both Pompey and Brutus have act- 
ed towards you in this conjuncture. With re- 
gard to the first, it would undoubtedly have 
been the interest of the commonwealth, even in 
the most flourishing periods of heroic virtue, 
to have distinguished a citizen of your exalted 
merit ; but it is more especially 60 in the pre* 
sent age, when there are so few of the same pa- 
triot character, to whom she can look up for 
protection* And as to the latter, I sincerely 
rejoice that your two relations, and my very 
particular friends, have thus warmly and zea- 
lously exerted themselves in your cause. The 
truth of it is, I look upon Pompey as the most 

considerable 
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considerable man that any age or nation has 
ever produced 4 : and Brutus, I am persuaded, 
will soon rise to the same honourable pre-emi- 
nence above his fellow citizens in general, 
which now distinguishes hitri among our youth 
in particular. 

With regard to those witnesses who were 
suborned to give evidence against you, it shall 

be 

4 la the last remark I took occasion to contrast Cicero 
with himseif, in respect to his sentiments and his professions 
of Appius. The present passage affords an opportunity of 
shewing him in the same opposition with regard to Pompey. 
The author, then, of this encomium, has elsewhere said of 
the hero of his present penegyric, that " he was artful aud 
" ungenteel in his common intercourse ; and as to his poli- 
" tical conduct, that was altogether void of every thing great 
" or disinterested, and utterly unworthy of a man who meant 
" well t« the liberty of his country." Nihil come, nihil sim- 
plex, nihil ev rots okiriKots hones turn, nihil Must re, nihil forte, 
nihil liherum. This character, 'tis true, was drawn several years 
before the date of the present letter ; and different sentiments 
of the same man, at different times, are perfectly reconcile- 
able, no doubt, with truth and sincerity. But there is ex- 
tant a letter to Atticus, written after this to Appius, and at 
the distance too of not many months, wherein Cicero ex- 
presses the same contemptible opinion of Pompey. Ego ho* 
minem azjoKiruayrarov £says he) omnium jam ante cognorum, 
nunc vero etiam a^q»vnytKCjr»Tov. And in another still more 
recent letter to Atticus, he asserts, that Pompey's political 
conduct had been full of mistakes during the last ten years : 
(Tt enhn alia decern annorum peccata omtitam, &c. The truth 
of it is, Cicero seldom continues long in the same sentiments, 
or at least the same language of Pompey ; and if he raises a 
trophy to his fame in one letter, we may be almost sure of see- 
ing it reversed in another. If our author's judgment and 
penetration were less unquestionable, these variations from 
himself might be imputed to a more favourable cause than 
can now, perhaps, be reasonably assigned. Ad Att. i. 1$» 
viii. 16. vii. 13. 
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be my care, when I pass through Asia, (if 
Flaccus has not already .prevented me) to 
bring them to condign punishment. And now 
let me turn to your second letter. 

I received great pleasure from the judicious 
sketch you communicated to me of public af- 
fairs. It appears that the dangers of the com- 
monwealth are much less considerable, as well 
as her resources much more powerful, than I 
imagined, since the principal strength of Rome 
is united (as you inform me) under Poijipey. 
It afforded me much satisfaction^ at the 
same time, to remark that spirit of patri- 
otism which animates your letter : and I am 
infinitely obliged to you, likewise, that you 
should suspend your own more important oc- 
cupations, in order to teach me what judg- 
ment to form of our political situation. As to 
your treatise upon: augury*, I beg you would 
reserve it to a season when we shall both of 
us be more disengaged. When I reminded 
you of that design, \ imagined you werq 
wholly unemployed, a&d waiting in the suburbs 
of Rome the determination of your petitions 
But I shall now expect your orations* in its 
a stead i 

* See vol. l. p. 279. 1. 1. & note 1. & p. 460. 1. 1. 

5 For a triumph. 

6 Appius maintained some rank in the republic as an ora^ 
tor, and was well skilled likewise hi the laws am} antiquities of 

his 
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stead; and hope, agreeably to your promise, 
that you will send me such of those perform- 
ances as have received your last hand. 

Tullus, whom you charged, it seems, with a 
commission to me, is not yet arrived ; nor have 
I any other of your friends with me, except 
those of my own tram; every one of whom I 
may with strict propriety call yours. 

I do not well know what particular letters 
" you mean by those which you call my angry 
ones. I have written twice, 'tis true, in order 
fully to justify myself against your suspicions, 
as well as tenderly to reprove you, for too has- 
tily crediting reports to my disadvantage ; and 
I thought I acted in this agreeably to the 
strictest friendship : but since you seem to be 
displeased with what I said, I shall not take 
the same liberty for the future. However, if 
these letters were not, as you tell me, marked 
with my usual vein of eloquence, I desire you 
would consider them as none of mine. For, as 
Aristarchus 7 insisted that every verse in Homer 

was 

Bis country. The orations which Cicero enquires aftertltrete 
probably those which Appius spoke in defence of himself on 
these trials. De Clar. Orat. 297. 

7 A celebrated critic, who flourished at Alexandria 176 
years before Christ. He is said to have left two sons be- 
hind him, both of them fools ; but they will not, perhaps, 
be thought to have degenerated very greatly from their fa* 
ther, if what is reported of him be true, that he wrote above 
a thousand commentaries upon different authors. Miser si 
tarn mult a supervacua legisset ! 
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was spurious, which he did not approve, I de* 
sire you would in the same manner look upon 
every line which you think unrhetorical, as not 
the produce of my pen. You see I am in a 
humour to be jocose. Farewel : and if you are 
(as I sincerely hope) in the possession of the 
censorial office, reflect often on the virtues of 
your illustrious ancestor 8 . 

LETTER VI. 

[A.U.703.] 

From Marcus Ccelius, 
We met with a difficulty that greatly embai> 
rassed our schemes for procuring you a thanks* 
giving; but a difficulty, however, which we 
were not long in surmounting. For Curio, not- 
withstanding he is much in your interest, de- 
clared that, as all his attempts for convening a 
general assembly of the people had been ob- 
structed 9 , he would by no means suffer the se* 

nate 

* The commentators suppose that Cicero alludes to Afc 
pi us Claudius Coecus, who was censor in the year of Rome 
442. He distinguished himself in his office by two works of 
great utility to the public ; for he made that famous road 
called the Via dppia, part of which subsists to this day ; 
and was the first, likewise, that supplied the city of Rome 
with water, by conveying the river Anio through an aque- 
duct of eleven miles in length. Liv. ix. 29. 

9 Paulus, one of the present consuls, not having yet sa- 
crificed bis integrity to his interest, very warmly opposed 
the attempts of Curio, who was endeavouring to procure 
certain laws from the people in favour of Caesar's present de- 
signs. Curio, in revenge, would not suffer any business to 

proceed 
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n&te to pads any decree of the kiftd in question. 
If he were to depart, he said, from tins resolu- 
tion, it would look like giving up the advan- 
tages he had gained by the indiscreet zeal of 
the consul Paulus, and he should be considered 
as deserting the cause of the public. In order, 
therefore, effectually to remove this objection, 
we entered into an agreement with him, that if 
he would suffer the decree for your thanksgiv- 
ing to pass, so other thanksgiving should be 
proclaimed during the remainder of this year, to 
which the consuls likewise consented. Your ac- 
knowledgments are accordingly due to them 
both, but particularly to Paulus ; for he came 
wholly and readily into our proposal, in the 
most obliging manner; whereas Marcel lus some- 
what lessened the merit of. his compliance, by 
telling us,, that "the affair of these thanksgiv- 
" ings was an article upon which he laid no sort 
" of stress*" After having thus adjusted matters 
with Curio, we were informed that Hirrus in~ 
tended to defeat our measures, by lengthening 
out the debates', when the question should 

come 

proceed in tie senate ; a ppwer with which he was invested 
as tribune of the people. 

* A very singular custom prevailed in the Roman senate, 
with regard to their method of debating; for -when a senator 
was required to deliver Ins sentiments on the point in ques- 
tion, he was at liberty to harangue on any other subject as 
long as he thought proper. This method was frequently 
employed lo postpone a decree by those of an opposite party, 
when they found the majority was likely to be against them. 
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come before the senate. Our next business, 
therefore, was to make our applications on that 
side ; which we so successfully did, that we not 
only prevailed with him to drop this design/ 
but when the question was moved concerning 
the number of the enemies forces, and he might 
easily have prevented the decree, by requiring 
a list of the slain*, he sat entirely silent. In- 
deed the single opposition he gave to us, was 
by voting with Cato ; who, though he would 
not assent to this motion, spoke, of your con* 
•duct, however, in very honourable terms. I 
must not forget to mention Favonius, likewise, 
as a third in this party, Yoit will distribute 
your thanks, therefore, as they are respectively 
due : — to the three last, for not preventing this 
decree, when it was both in their inclination 
and their power to have done so; and to Cu- 
rio, for making an exception in your favour to 
the general rule he had laid down to himself: 
Furnius and Lentulus laboured in this affair, 
as they ought, with as much zeal as if it had 
been their own, and went about with me in all 
my applications to solicit votes. It is but jus- 
tice to Balbus Cornelius 5 , to name him too in 

the 

3 The number of slain necessary to entitle a general to 
the honour of a triumph, was 5000 ; but, as a public thanks- 
giving was a distinction of an inferior nature, perhaps a less 
number might be sufficient. VaL Max. ii. 8. 

3 I have already had occasion to observe, that Balbus 

acted 
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the catalogue of your active friends, tie ex- 
erted hitnsetf, in (ruth, with great spirit in 
gaining over Curio : to whom he warmly re- 
monstrated, that if he continued to obstruct the 
senate in this article, it would affect the inte- 
rest of Caesar 4 , and consequently render his own 
sincerity suspicious 5 , Am6ng those who voted 
in your favour, there were some that, in their 
tiearts, nevertheless, were by no means well- 
wishers to the decree. In this number were the 
Domitii and the Scipios : in allusion to which, 
Curio made them a very smart reply, when they 
affected to be extremely importunate with him 
to withdraw his protest. "lam the more itt- 
" clined, said he, to do so, as I am sure it would 
u be a terrible disappointment to Some wh6 
" have voted on the other side." 

As to political affairs, the efforts of all parties 
are at present directed to a single point ; and the 
general contest still is in relation to the pro- 
vinces. Pompey seems to unite in earnest with 
the senite, that the 13th 6 of November may be 

limited 

acted as a kind of superintendent of Caesar's political atikitfe 
at Rome. 

4 As Cicero's popular talents could not but render him of 
service to any party be should espouse ; he was at this tlttia 
courted both by Pompey and Caesar. 

5 That is, with respect to Caesar : in whose interest Cu> 
rio had lately declared, himself.. 

6 The commencement of Caesar's government m Gaul 
cannot be dated higher than the yeaT of Rome 69$; for it is 

Vol. II. D ' unanimously 
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limited for Caesar's resigning his government 
Curio, on the contrary, is determined to oppose 
this to the utmost : and accordingly has relin- 
quished all his other schemes, in order to apply 
his whole strength to the affair in question. As 
to our party 7 , you well know their irresolution : 
and, consequently, will readily believe me when 
I tell you, they have not the spirit to push 
their opposition to the last extremity. The 
whole mystery of the scene, in short, is this : 

Pompey, 

unanimously agreed by all the ancient historians, that be was 
consul in the year 694. This government was at first granted 
to him for five years, and afterwards enlarged for five more. 
^Agreeably to this computation, therefore, the legal period of 
his administration could not expire till the year 705 ; yet 
Cicero, in a letter to Atticus, written in the very beginning 
of tfce year 704, speaks of it as absolutely completed. Caesar, 
on the contrary, in the harangue which he made to his ar- 
my, just before his march' into Italy* in the commencement 
of the same year, expressly says, that they had served under 
him nine years i and it appears, by what he mentions soon af- 
terwards, that there wanted six months to complete his de» 
cennial period, when he was recalled from his government. 
The historians, likewise, are' neither agreed with themselves* 
•nor with each other, in their account of the continuance of 
Caesar's administration in Gaul. For Suetonius in one place 
calls, it nine years, and in -another ten : whereas, Dion Cassi- 
•us expressly says it was but. eight. As the decision of this 
difficulty would prove very little entertaining to the genera- 
lity of English readers, it is only marked out for the consider* 
ation of those, who may think the solution worth thejr inqui- 
ry. Fid. AdAtt. vii. 9. Cats. Bel. Civil, i. 7. 9- Suet, in 
Jul. 25. 69. Dio. xliv. p. 263. 

7 This party was what they called the optimates, and 
which, in modern language, might be termed the " country 
party/' They wanted not only spirit, but unanimity, to act 
to any effectual purpose : non enim boni, ut put ant, consenti- 
ent, says Cicero, in a letter to Atticus, vii. 5. 
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Fompey, that he may not seem to oppose Cae- 
sar, or to aim at any thing but what the latter 
shall think perfectly equitable, represents Curio 
as acting in this affair merely upon his own au- 
thority, and with no other view than to create 
disturbances. It is certain, at the same time, 
that Pompey is much averse to Caesar's being 
elected consul, before he shall have delivered 
up his government, together with the command 
of the army : and, indeed, he seems to be ex- 
tremely apprehensive of the consequences, if it 
should prove otherwise. In the mean while, he is 
severely attacked by Curio ; who is perpetually 
reproaching him with deviating from the princi- 
ples upon which he acted in his second consul- 
ship. Take my word for it, notwithstanding all 
the difficulties they may throw in Curio's way, 
Caesar will never want a friend to rise up in his 
cause : and if the whole turns, as they seem to 
fear, upon his procuring some tribune to inter- 
pose his negative to their decrees, I will ven- 
ture to pronounce that he may remain in Gaul 
as long as he shall think proper. 

You will find the several opinions of the sena- 
tors in relation to this affair, in the newspaper 
which I herewith send to you. I leave you to 
select such articles as you may think worthy of 
notice ; for though I have omitted all the idle 

D 2 stories 
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stories of such a man being hissed 9 at the public 
games, of another being buried with great fu- 
neral pomp, together with various impertinen- 
eies of the same uninteresting kind ; it still a- 
bounds with many, paragraphs of little moment. 
However, I chose to err on the right side ; and 
had rather hazard informing you of what you 
may not, perhaps, desire to hear, than pass over 
any thing material. 

I am glad to find that your care has not been 
wanting to procure me satisfaction from Sitti- 
us : and since you suspect that affair is not in 
very safe hands, I entreat you to take it alto- 
gether into your own. Farewel. 

LETTER 

9 It wasmsual witk the populace, whom any person, who 
had incurred their displeasure, entered the places of pablic 
entertainments, to express their resentments by a general 
hiss. An instance of this kind which happened with regard 
to the celebrated Hortensius, is mentioned in the 29th letter 
of the third book. Vol. 1. p> *94. 
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LETTER VII. 

[A. U. 703.] 

To Can in i us Sallustius 1 , Proquaestor. 

Your courier delivered both your letters to 
me at Taurus, on the 17th of July : which I will 
answer, as you seem to desire, according to 
their respective dates. 

I have heard no news of my successor, and, 
indeed, I am inclined to believe, that none will 
be appointed. Nevertheless, I see no occasion 
for my continuance in this province after the 
expiration of my year*: especially now that all 
our fears are over with respect to the Parthi- 
ans. I do hot propose to stay at any place in 
my return; though, perhaps, I may visit 
Rhodes, in order to shew that city to my son 
and nephew 3 : but of this I am not yet deter- 
mined. 

1 Nothing more is know* of this person than what may 
be collected from the present letter : by which it appears 
that he was quaestor to Bibulus in Syria, 

* That period was now within a few days of expiring; 
for the letter before us could not have been written sooner 
than the 17th of July, and Cicero's administration ended 
on the last day of the same month ; computing it from* the 
time he entered his province, Vid. Ep. Tarn. xv. $. 

3 " The island of Rhodes is situated in the Med i terra- 
" nean, not far from the coast of Lycia and Caria. It had 
" a city of the same name, which was at this time much ce«- 
" lebrated and resorted to, on account of its schools of elo* 
" quence and philosophy. Cicero himself, in the course of bis 
" travels, resided some time here, and applied himself to the 
" study of oratory under the direction of Molo; who was 
" both an experienced pleader and fine writer/' Mr, Rw* 

D3 
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rained. The truth is, I am desirous of reach- 
ing Rome as soon as possible : however, I shall 
regulate my journey according to the posture 
% of public affairs. But I am afraid it will be 
impossible for your successor to be so expedi- 
tious, as to give you an opportunity of joining 
me in Asia. 

As to what you mention concerning your ac j 
counts, it may save you, I confess, some trouble, 
to make use of the dispensation which Bibulus, 
it seems, is willing to grant. But I think you 
can scarce neglect delivering them in, without 
violating the Julian law 4 : and though Bibulus 
may have his particular reasons 5 for not paying 
obedience to that ordinance, I cannot but 
strongly advise your observing its injunctions. 

I find you agree with some others of my 
friends, in thinking that I ought not to have 
drawn the troops out of, Apamea : and I am 

sorry 

4 Julius Caesar procured a law in his first consulate, by 
which it was enacted that the several magistrates in the pro- 
vinces should deposite a copy of their respective accounts in 
the two principal cities of their government. Pigk. AnnaL 
i. 352. 

5 Bibulus, in the year of /Rome 6<)4, was elected joint 
consul with 6aesar, by whom he was treated with great 
contempt and indignity for endeavouring to withstand the 
violent measures of his administration. [See rem. 1®. p. 
l63. vol. 1.} * It is probable, therefore, that Bibulus, ih- 
resentment of these injuries, refused to acknowledge the 
validity of the law mentioned in the preceding note : as nol 
having been passed, perhaps, with all the necessary for* 
maHties. / 
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sorry I shoulfl have given occasion, by that 
step, to the malicious censures of my enemies. 
But you are singular in doubting whether the 
Parthians had at that time actually repassed 
the Euphrates. It was in full confidence of a 
fact so universally confirmed, that I evacuated 
the several garrisons of those brave and nume- 
rous troops with which I had filled them. 

It lis by no means reasonable that I should 
transmit my quaestor's accounts to you : nor, 
indeed, are they yet settled. I intend, how- 
ever, to deposite a copy of them at Apamea. In 
answer to what you mention concerning the 
booty we took from the Parthians in this war, 
let me assure you, that no man shall touch any 
part of it, except the city quaestors on behalf 
of the public. . I purpose to leave the money 
at Laodicea which shall arise from the sale of 
those spoils, and to take security for its being 
paid in Rome : in order to avoid the hazard 
both to myself and the commonwealth of con- 
veying it in specie. As to your request con- 
cerning the 100,000 drachmas 6 ; it is not in my 
power to comply with it. For the chests of 
money taken in Avar, fall under the direction 
of the prefects, in the same manner 3.S all 
Qther plunder : and the particular share that be- 
longs. 
* About 30001. of our money, 

P4 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



40 Th? tETTERS Boeic VI 

longs to ipyself, is in the bands of the quaestor. 
In return to your question, what my thoughts 
^re concerning the legions, which have received 
orders to march into Syria, I ^iw^ys doubted of 
their arrival But I am now fully persuaded, if 
it should be known at Roipe that every thing 
is quiet lin your province, before those forces 
enter Syri^, that they will certainly be counter- 
manded. And as the senate has appointed 
your successor, Marius, to conduct those 
troops, I imagine it will be a considerable time 
before you see him. Thus far in reply to you* 
first letter : I am jiow to take notice of your 
second. 

I want no inclination to recommend you, && 
you desire, in the strongest manner to Bibulus. 
But I must take this opportunity of chiding you 
3, little, for having never acquainted me of the 
ill, though unmerited terms on which I stand 
with him 7 . You are, indeed, the only one of my 
friends among his officers, who omitted to inform 
me, that when the city of Antiochia was in a ge- 
neral consternation from the late invasion of the 

Parthians 

7 Notwithstanding Cicero represents the disgust which 
Bibulus had conceived against him, to have been altogether 
without foundation ; yet, (as Manutius justly observes upon 
this passage) he had great reason to be offended r fur Cicero 
had been a principal promoter of those excessive honours 
which had been paid to Caesar. See note 5 above. 
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Partisans, and their great hopes depended upon 
9ie and my army, that Bibulus often declared, 
he would suffer the last extremity rather than be 
obliged to my assistance. However, I was not 
offended at your silence, as I imputed it to that 
particular and powerful connexion in which 
you stood related to him as his quaestor, though 
J was not ignorant, at the same time, of the 
planner in which he treated you. But his un- 
friendly disposition appeared likewise in another 
instance: for though he dispatched a courier to 
Xhermus with an account of the irruption of the 
farthians, he did not think proper to communi- 
cate any intelligence of that kind to me ; not- 
withstanding he well knew that I was particu- 
larly concerned in the consequence of that in- 
vasion 8 . The single letter I received from him, 
was to desire my interest when his son was so- 
liciting the office of augur : to which, in com- 
pliance with those sentiments I ever bore to- 
wards him, and* in tenderness to the affliction 
under which he then laboured 9 , I endeavoured 
to return him the most civil and friendly answer 

I was 

* Cicero's province being contiguous to that of Syria. 

9 Two of his sons had lately been murdered at Alexan- 
dria by some Roman soldiers* Seneca mentions the beha- 
viour of Bibulus* upon this occasion, as an example of philo- 
sophical magnanimity ; for the very next day after he had 
received this afflicting news, he had the resolution to appear 
in the public exercise of his proconsular office* Vol* Max. 
vt. 1. Scnec. consul, ad marc. 14. 
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I was capable. If this behaviour proceeded 
from a general moroseness of temper (which I 
confess, I never took to be his disposition) I 
have the less reason to complain : but if it arose 
from any particular coolness to myself, my re- 
commendations can nothing avail you. I am 
inclined to suspect the latter, from the whole 
tenor of his conduct towards me. For in his 
late dispatches to the senate, he is pleased to 
usurp the entire credit of an affair, in which I 
was jointly concerned with him : and assures 
that venerable assembly that " he had taken 
" proper care ta settle the exchange 10 in such a 
• " manner as would be most advantageous to 
* c the public.'* He mentions, at the same time, 
as his own act, what was solely and absolutely 
mine: and says, that "in order to ease the 
" people of the burthen of maintaining the 
" Lombard troops", he forbore to demand 
c< them," On the other hand, he thought proper 
to give me part in an action which belongs al- 
together to himself: and names me in the letter 
I am speaking of, as "joining in his applica- 
M tipn for a larger allowance of corn for the use 
" of the auxiliary troops." To point out another 
instance, also, which betrays the meanest and 

mo£t 

1# Of the public money which was to be remitted from 
Cilicia a^nd Syria, to the treasury at Rome. 

11 Which were raised ia order to be sent against the Par*. 
thians* 
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most contemptible malevolence ; Ariobarzanes 
having been particularly recommended by the 
senate to my protection", and it being by my 
means they were prevailed upon to acknow- 
ledge his regal title, Bibulus constantly speaks 
of him, throughout his letter, under the de- 
grading appellation of " the son of the late- 
king." My recommendation, therefore, to a 
person thus ill-disposed towards me, would 
only render him so much the more disinclined 
to serve you. Nevertheless, I herewith enclose 
a letter, which I have written to hhn, in com- 
pliance with your request : and 1 leave it to 
your own discretion to make what use of it 
you shall think; proper. Farewei 

LETTER VIIL 

[A. U. 70S.] 

Marcus Ccelius, to Cicero. 

I congratulale you on your alliance 1 with 
so worthy a man as Dolabella : for such I sin- 
cerely think him. His former conduct, it is 
true, has not been altogether for his own ad- 
vantage. But time has now worn out those 
little indiscretions of his youth : at least if any 
of them should still remain, the authority and 

advantage 

** See let. 1. book 4. 

1 See rem. 6. on the first letter of tbis book. 
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advantage of your advice and friendship, to* 
gether with the good sense of Tullia, will soon, 
I am confident, reclaim him. He is by no 
means, indeed, obstinate in his errors : and it is 
not from any incapacity of discerning better, 
whenever he deviates from the right path. To 
say all in one word, I infinitely love him. 

Do you know, my dear Cicero, what a vic- 
tory Curio has lately obtained in relation to 
the provinces ? The senate, in pursuance of a 
former order, having assembled to consider of 
the obstruction which' some of the tribunes 
had given to their decree*, Marcus Marcellus 
moved, that application might be made to those 
magistrates to withdraw their protest : but it 
was carried in the negative by a considerable 
majority. Pompey is at present in such delicate 
circumstances, that he will scarce find any 
measures, I believe, perfectly to his satisfac- 
tion. The senate, however, seem to intend, 
by the resolution I just now mentioned 5 , that 
Caesar shall be admitted as a candidate for the 
consulship, notwithstanding he should refuse 

to 

* This decree, together with the protest of the tribunes 
here mentioned, is inserted at large is the 7th letter of the 
4th book. P. 3.53. vol. \. 

3 Cicero speaks of this resolution in a letter to Atticus', 
and produces it as a proof that the intentions of the senate 
wereTiot true to the interest of the commonwealth. For had 
the Motion of Marcellus been vigorously supported, Curio's 
opposition, he says, would have been in vain, and Caesar must 
necessarily have resigned his coraraaM. 4d Att. vii. 7. 
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to resign his government What effect this 
may have upon Pompey, you shall know as 
soon as I can discover*. In the mean time, it 
imports you wealthy veterans to consider what 
methods to pursue, in case the latter should 
appear either unable, or unwilling to support 
the republic. 

Hortensius 5 lies at the point of death. Fare- 

wel. 

LETTER 

* Tbere is evidently some error in the Latin text: which 
runs thus, Qucnutdmmium hoc latum* Pampeim sit, cum cog* 
noscat % auidnmn nipublkee futurum *it x si aut non curet, vo$ 
senes, &c. I have ventured, though unsupported by any of 
the manuscripts of commentator*, to read this passage in the 
following manner ; Qucmadmodum hoc Pompeiu* latum* sit, 
cum cogrioscam, te certioTetn facia m. Qutdnam reip. futurum 
*k 9 «' aut nan pa*$it % aui nan curet , va*, %c+ 

5 Hortensius would have beeu considered as the noblest 
orator that ever shined ih the Roman Forum, if Cictro bad 
not risen with superior lustre. There was a peculiar elo- 
quence in his manner, as well as in his expression : and it 
was difficult to determine whether his audience beheM the 
grace of his action, or listened to the charms of his rhetoric, 
with greater admiration and pleasure. Cicero often cele- 
brates hfai for the prodigious strength of his memory: of 
which the elder 'Seneca has recorded a remarkable in- 
stance. He undertook, it seems, as a proof of its force, t# 
attend a whole day at a public auction, aad give an exact 
account of every thing that was put up to sale, of the price 
at which it was sold, and of the nameof every particular put* 
chaser: and this he accordingly executed without failing in 
a single article. Cicero received the news of his death with 
real concern : for though there was a perpetual emulation, 
there was a mutual friendship nevertheless between theftr. 
This harmony, so unusual with those who contend together 
for the same prize, was greatly owing to the good offices of 
Atticus ; who seems, indeed, upon all occasions, (and it is the 
most amiable part of his very singular character) to have em- 
ployed 

4 
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LETTER IX. 

[A.U.703.] 

To Appiius Pulcher. 

That 1 may answer your letter in due form, 
let me pay my congratulations to you in the 
first place, and then turn to what concerns 
myself* 

Be assured, the account you gave me con- 
cerning the event of your trial on the informa- 
tion for bribery 6 , afforded me great pleasure; 
Not because you were acquitted ; for I never 
entertained the least doubt of the contrary ; but 
to find that there was not a single judge who 
dared throw in a negative upon your innocence, 
even under all the secresy and safety which the 
method of balloting would have secured to 
his malice* This is a circumstance altogether 
extraordinary : a circumstance, indeed, so little 
agreeable to the general principles and pur- 
poses of the present depraved generation, that 
the more I reflect on your high rank, on your 
public and private virtues, and on the distin- 
guished 

ployed the remarkable influence he enjoyed with all parties, 
in reconciling differences and cementing friendships. Hor- 
tensius was about six years older than Cicero : and died in 
the 63d year of his age. Vol. Max. viii. 10. Cic. de clar, 
or at, 301. Senec. controvers. i. in pram. Ad Att. vi. 6. viii, 
9. Corn. Nep. in Vit. Att. 5. 
' See rem. 4 on let. 5. book 5. 
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guished honours to which they have exalted 
you, the more I consider it with astonishment 
I can truly say, no occurrence has happened 
for a considerable time that surprised me more. 
And now, let me entreat you to imagine 
yourself, for a moment, in my situation with 
respect to the affair you mentioned 7 : and if you 
should then find that you are under no difficul- 
ties, I will not desire you to excuse mine. You 
will allow me to join in your own good-natured 
wishes, that an alliance which was conducted 
without my knowledge, may prove happy both 
to me and to my daughter. I will venture to 
hope too, that something may be derived not al- 
together unfavourable to my wishes 8 , even from 
the particular conjuncture wherein this trans- 
action has happened: though I must add, that 
nothing encourages me in this hope so much 
as the sentiments I entertain of your candour 
and good sense. What farther to say I know 
not. On the one hand, it would not become 
. me to speak with more despondency of an af- 
fair, to which you have kindly given your fa- 
vourable presages : on the other, there are some 

lights 

7 The marriage of Cicero's daughter with Dolabella. 

• What Cicero seems to intimate in this passage is, that 
lie might, probably, be enabled, by the influence which his 
alliance would gWe him with Dolabella* to infuse into him a 
snore favourable disposition towards Appius. 
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lights in which I cannot view it without unea- 
siness. I am apprehensive, indeed, lest you 
should not be sufficiently persuaded, that thi* 
treaty was managed without my privity* : As, in 
truth, it was by some of my friends, to whom I 
gave a general commission to act in toy absence 
as they should judge proper, without referring 
themselves, at this great distance, to me. Bui 
if you ask what measures I would have taken, 
had I been present ? I will freely own, I should 
have approved of the match 10 : though, as td 
the time of consummating it, I should cer- 
tainly have done nothing either without your 
advice, or contrary to your inclination. 

You have already discovered, I dare say, how 
terribly I am perplexed between apologizing for 
a step which I am obliged to defend, and avoid* 
ing, at the same time, saying any thing that may 
give you offence. Have so much charity, there* 
fore, I beseech you, as to ease me of this em* 
barrassment : for, in fair truth, I never pleaded 

a more 

9 See rem. 6*. on let. 1. of this book. 

10 Cicero had surely forgotten what he said to Appius ia 
a former letter. For taking notice of the report which Dola- 
bella had spread concerning this match, he affirms there was 
so little of truth in it, that he would much sooner renounce 
all former correspondence with Dolabella, than enter into 
a new connexion with a man who had declared himself the 
enemy of Appius. Ego citrus cum eo, qui tuas inimicitias 
svscepisssty vetercm conjunctionem diremissem, quam novam 
conciliassem. £p. Fam. iii. 10. See the first letter of this 
book. 
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a more difficult cause. Of this, however, be 
well persuaded, that, had I not, ere I was in- 
formed of this alliance, completed my good of- 
fices in your service, it would have induced me 
to defend your reputation, not, indeed, with 
more zeal (for that would have been impossi- 
ble) but certainly with so much the more con- 
spicuous and significant testimonies of my 
friendship. 

The first notice that was given me of this 
marriage, was by a letter which I received on 
the 3d of August, upon my arrival at Sida; at 
which city I touched in my voyage from the 
province. Your friend Servilius, who was then 
with me, seemed a good deal concerned at the 
news ; but I assured him, that the only effect 
it would have, with respect to myself, would 
be to give an additional strength to my future 
services in your behalf. To be short, though 
it cannot increase my affection for you, it has 
increased my endeavours of rendering that af- 
fection more evident: and as our former dis- 
union made me so much the more cautious to 
avoid affording the least suspicion that my re- 
concilement with you was not thoroughly sin- 
cere; so this alliance will heighten my care not 
to give the world reason to think that it has in 
any degree impaired the strength of that per- 
fect friendship I bear you. Farewel. 

Vol. II. E LETTER 
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LETTER X. 

[a;u.7os.] 

To Marcus Cato*. 

PRAISE from thy lips y tis mine with pride to boast: 
He best can give it who deserves it most : 

as Hector, I think, says to the venerable Pri- 
am, in one of Naevius's plays. Honourable, in- 
deed, is that approbation which is bestowed by 
those who have themselves been the constant 
object of universal applause. Accordingly, I 
esteem the encomiums you conferred upon me 
in the senate, together with your congratula- 
tory letter, as a distinction of the highest and 
most illustrious kind*. Nothing could be more 

agreeable 

* This letter is aa answer to the second is the preceding 
book, p. 430. vol. 1. 

* Cicero was at this time well pleased with the pari 
which Cato had acted towards him : for he tells Atticus, 
what he likewise says in this letter, that " he looked upon 
" the applauses which the former had conferred upon him, 
" in the senate, as preferable to all the triumphs in the 
" world." But he soon changed his language : and, in his 
subsequent letters to Atticus, he expresses himself with great 
warmth and indignation against Cato's behaviour in this, 
very article. Cato, it seems, had granted to Bibuhis what 
he refused to Cicero, and voted that a general thanksgiving 
should be appointed, for the success of the former in Syria. 
This was a preference which Cicero could not digest, and he 
complains of it to Atticus in terms to the following purpose. 
" Cato/' says he > ** has given me his applauses, which I 

did 
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agreeable to my wishes, as nothing could be 
more glorious for my reputation, than your 
having thus freely given to friendship, what- 
ever you could strictly give to truth. Were 
Rome entirely composed of Catos, or could it 
produce many (as it is surprising it can furnish \ 
even one) of that venerable character, my de- 
sires would be amply satisfied, and I should 
prefer your single approbation to all the laurels 
and all the triumphal cars in the universe. In 
my own judgment, indeed, and according to 

the 

" did not desire, but refused me his suffrage, though I ear- 
" nestly requested it. Yet this ungrateful paan has voted 
" that a thanksgiving shall be appointed for twenty days, in 
" honour of Bibalus. Pardon me for saying it ; but I nei* 
" the r can, nor will forgive so injurious a treatment." Ci-. 
cero ascribes this conduct of Cato to envy ; and his ingeni- 
ous translator, Monsieur Mongault, imputes it to partiality. 
On the contrary, I am persuaded it flowed neither from the 
one nor the other, but was the pure result of that impartial 
justice which seems upon all occurrences to have invariably 
determined his actions. For Cicero had undoubtedly no 
claim to the honour he demanded : and for this reason, 
among others, because the uumber of the slain on the side 
of the enemy was not so great as the laws in these cases re- 
quired. [Vid. Ep. Fam. viii. 11.] But it is probable that 
the claim of Bibulus was supported by all the legal requi- 
sites. For though the Parthians were driven out of Syria 
before his arrival in the province; yet Cassius, by whose' 
bravery they were repulsed, acted under the auspices of Bi- 
bulus : sub ejus auspkia res.gesta erant, as they expressed 
it. Now the success of the lieutenant, or other subordinate 
officer, was always imputed to the general, notwithstanding 
he were not actually present ; as being supposed to arise 
from the effect of these auspicia, or sacred rites, which he 
previously performed ere he set out on his intended expedi- 
tion. Ad ML vii. 1. 2. 3. Rosin, Jntiq. Ram. <$** 

£9 
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the refined estimate of true philosophy, the ho- 
nours you paid me in the senate, and which 
have been transmitted to me by my friends, is 
undoubtedly the most significant distinction I 
can possibly receive, I acquainted you, in my 
former letter, with the particular motives which 
induced me to be desirous (for I will not call 
it ambitious) of a triumph : and if the reasons 
I there assigned will not, in your opinion, jus- 
tify a warm pursuit of tha£ honour, they must 
prove, at least, that I ought not to refuse it, if 
the senate should rtiake me the offer : and I 
hope that assembly, in consideration of my 
services in this province, will not think me un- 
deserving of a reward so usually conferred. If 
I should not be disappointed in this hope, my 
only request is, (what, indeed, you kindly pro- 
mise) that, as you have paid me the honours 
you thought most to my glory, you would re- 
joice in my obtaining those which are most to 
my inclination. And this disposition you have 
already very sincerely shewn, not only by your 
letter, but by having signed the decree that has 
passed in my favour : for decrees of this kind, 
I know, are usually subscribed by those who 
are most in the interest of the person to whose 
honour they are voted. I will only add, that I 
hope to see you very shortly : and may I find 
the republic in a happier situation than I have 
reason to fear ! Farewell LETTER 
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LETTER XL 

[A. U. 703.] 

To Caius Marcellus, Consul. 

I am informed, by the letters of all my friends, 
what, indeed, I was sufficiently sensible of by 
the effects, that you have exerted the same ge- 
nerous zeal in promoting my honours*, now 
that you are consul, which you always disco- 
vered, in conjunction with your whole family, 
in every preceding station of your life. There 
is no good office, therefore, which you have 
not a full right t6 claim at . y hands, as there 
is none which I shall not at all times be most 
warmly and joyfully ready to return. It is a 
point of much importance from whom one re- 
ceives an obligation ; but believe me there is 
not a man in the world I would rather choo&e 
to be obliged to than yourself. For, not to 
mention that I have been attached to you by 
a similitude of studies, and by the many gene- - 
rous services I have received both from your- • 
self and your father : there is an additional in- 
ducement, which, in my estimation^ is, of all 
others, the most engaging : I mean the manner 

in 

3 This alludes to the good offices of Marcellus, in rela- 
tion to the general thanksgiving which had lately been voted 
for the success of Cicero's arms in Cilicia. See the 6th let- 
ter of this book, p.. 30. 

E3 
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in which you act, and have ever acted, in the 
administration of public affairs. As nothing, 
then, is more dear to me than the common- 
wealth, can I scruple to be as much indebted 
to you in my own particular, as I am in com- 
mon with every friend to the republic ? And 
may your patriot labours be attended, as I trust 
they will, with all the success they deserve. 

If the Etesian winds 4 , which usually begin 
to blow about this season of the year, should 
not retard my voyage, I hope to see you very 
speedily.' Farewel. 

LETTER XII. 

[A. U. 703.] 

To A*pitts Pulcher* 

AVjhen the question / concerning the military 
tamours to be paid to y pur aims* was formerly 
4ebat$d in the senate, I supported the cause 
of your glory with as much warmth aad. zeal, 
as if I had foreseen that I should one day have 
occasion for your good, offices of the same 
kind to myself. Truth obliges me, however, to 

acknowledge 

4 Periodical winds, which constantly blow the same way 
during a certain number of months every year. 

5 In Cilicia, probably ; in which province Appius, as the 

Jeader has been informed, was predecessor to Cicero. This 
elter is upon the same subject with the preceding. 
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acknowledge, that you have returned much 
more than you received. All my letters, indeed, 
from Rome agree in assuring me, that you not 
only supported my interest by the authority of 
your eloquence, and the credit of your vote, 
(which was as much as I could in reason de- 
sire from a man of your rank and character) 
but that, by contributing your advice, by as- 
sisting at the meetings which were held upon 
my account, by your personal applications, 
and, in short, by your assiduity in general, you 
rendered the good offices of the rest of my 
friends altogether superfluous. These are cir- 
cumstances far more to my credit than the ho- 
nour itself for which you thus generously la- 
boured. The latter, indeed, has frequently 
been obtained by those who had done nothing 
to deserve it; but no man was ever supported 
with so much zeal by an advocate thus illustri- 
ous, without merit to justify his claim. But 
the great benefit that I propose to myself by 
your friendship, arises entirely from the advan- 
tages which naturally flow from an intercourse 
of this kind; as nothing, in' truth, can be at- 
tended with greater, especially between two 
persons, who, like you and me, are united by 
the same common pursuits ; for I profess to act 
with you upon the same political principles in 
£ 4 which 
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which our sentiments are perfectly agreed, as 
well as to be joined with you in an equal at- 
tachment to the same arts and sciences which 
we mutually cultivate. I sincerely wish that 
fortune had as strongly connected us in every 
other respect, and that you could think of all 
who belong to me 6 , with the same friendly 
sentiments I entertain for those who stand re- 
1 lated to you. But I do not despair that even 
this may be effected. It is a point, however, 
in which you are no way concerned, and which 
it is my part alone to manage. In the mean 
time, I beg you would be persuaded, as you 
will most certainly experience, that this alli- 
ance has, if possible, rather augmented than 
diminished the warmth of my zeal for your 
service. 

But, as I hope Pam now writing to a censor 7 , 
I must have the modesty to shorten my letter, 
that I may not be guilty of a breach of respect 
to a magistrate who is the great superintendant 
of good manners. Fare\f el. 

LETTER 

6 This alludes to Dolabella, whose conduct to Appius 
has been so often mentioned in these remarks. 

7 See rem. 5. on the first letter of this book. 
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LETTER XIII. 

[A. U. 703.] 

To Marcus Ccelius, Curule-iEdile. 

Nothing could be more judicious, nor more 
carefully conducted, than your management of 
Curio in relation to the thanksgiving 8 . Indeed, 
the circumstances of that whole affair, have 
proved entirely conformable to my wishes ; not 
only as it passed the senate with so much ex- 
pedition, but as our mutual competitor, the 
angry Hirrus, expressed his assent to those di- 
vine encomiums with which Cato honoured 
my actions. I am inclined to flatter myself 
therefore, that this will lead to a triumph ; and 
I desire you would be prepared accordingly. 

It is with great pleasure I find that Dolabella 
enjoys the happiness of your esteem and friend- 
ship. I was at no loss to guess the circum- 
stance to which you alluded, when you men- 
tioned your hopes that the prudence of my 
daughter Tullia would temper his conduct. 
But what would you have said had you seen 
the letter I wrote 1 to Appius, immediately after 

I received 

* See the sixth letter of the present book, to which this 
is an answer. 

1 The letter to which Cicero alludes is the first of the pre- 
sent book. 
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I received yours upon that fiubject ? Yet thus 
we must act, my friend, if we would live in 
the world*. I hope the gods will give success 
to this match, and that I shall have reason to 
be well satisfied with my son-in-law; I am 
sure, at least, your amicable offices will ex- 
tremely contribute to that end. 

The dark prospect of public affairs fills me 
with great disquietude. I am well-incline^ 
towards Curio ; it is my wish that Caesar's 
achievements may meet with the honourable 
rewards they deserve ; and I would willingly , 
sacrifice my life in support of Pompey ; still, 
however, none of my affections are superior to 
that which I feel for my country. But, I per- 
ceive, you do not take any great part in her 
contests; being divided, I suppose, between the 
different obligations of a patriot and a friend. 

Upon my departure from the province, I left 
the administration in the hand s of Caldus*. You 
will be surprised, perhaps, that I should com- 
mit so great a trust to so young a man. But 
you will remember that he was my quaestor ; 
that he is a youth of a noble family, and that 
I am justified in my choice by a practice almost 
universal Besides, I had no other person near 

me 

* See rem. 6. on let. 1. of this book. 

- 3 The person to whom the third letter of thk book is ad- 
dressed. 
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me of superior rank ; for Pontinius had long 
before quitted the province, and as to my bro- 
ther, I could by no means have prevailed upon 
him to accept the employment Indeed, if I 
had placed the administration in his hands, the 
malicious part of the world would probably 
have said, that, instead of resigning my go- 
vernment in obedience to the. decree of the se- 
nate, I still continued it in the person of one 
jvho may justly be considered as my second 
self They might, perhaps, have added, too, 
that the intentions of the senate were, that those 
only should command in the provinces, who had 
never enjoyed a government before 4 ; whereas 
my brother had actually presided in Asia 1 
during three whole years. The method I 
have taken, therefore, secures me from ail 
censure; whereas, if I had substituted my bro- 
ther, there is no abuse I should not have had 
reason to expect. In fine, I was induced, I 
will not say to court, but at least to avoid dis- 
obliging a young man of Caldus's quality, not 
only by my own inclination, but by the exam- 
ple also of our two great potentates 6 ; who, in 

the 

4 The particular decree to which Cicero alludes, may be 
found among those which are inserted in the seventh letter of 
the fourth book. It stands the last. 

s He was elected governor of Asia Minor, in the year of 
Rome 691. 

• Caesar and Pompey. 
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the same manner, and for the same reason, 
distinguished their respective quaestors, Cassius 
and Antonius 7 . Upon the whole, my friend, I 
expect that you approve of my choice ; for it 
is now out of my power to recal it. 

The hint you dropped concerning Ocella, was 
so extremely obscure 8 , that I could make no- 
thing of it, and I find no mention of it in your 
newspaper. 

You are become so wonderfully celebrated, 
that the fame of your conduct in relation to 
Matrinius, has travelled beyond Mount Taurus. 

If I should not be delayed by the Etesian 

winds, I hope to embrace you and the rest of 

my friends very soon. Farewel. 

LETTER 

7 Quintus Cassius, brother to the celebrated Caius Cas- 
sius, was quaestor to Pompey, in Spain ; as Mark Antony 
served under Caesar in the same quality, when he presided as 
propraetor in that province. 

8 See the sixth letter of the fifth book, vol. 1. p. 442. 
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LETTER XIV. ' 
[A. U. ros.] 
Marcus Coelius to Cicero. 

I am ashamed to own how much occasion I 
have to complain of Appius. This ungrateful 
man singled me out as the object of his secret 
spleen, for no other reason but because he has 
received greater obligations from me than his 
narrow spirit would suffer him to return. How- 
ever, he could not carry on his malicious pur- 
poses with so much concealment, as to pre- 
vent my receiving an intimation of them ; and, 
indeed, I had myself observed, that he cer- 
tainly did not mean me well. Accordingly, I 
found that he had been tampering with his col- 
league 1 to my prejudice ; as he soon afterwards 
openly avowed his injurious designs to some 
others of his friends. I discovered, also, that 
he had entered into some consultations of 
the same kind with Lucius Domitius ; who is 
lately, I must inform you, become my most 
bitter enemy. In short, I perceived that he 
was endeavouring to recommend himself to 
Pompey, by his ill offices to me. Nevertheless, 
I could not submit to enter into any personal 

remonstrances, 

1 Lucius Calphurnius Piso, the father-in-law of Caesar, 
was colleague with Appius in the censorial office. 

4 
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remonstrances, or intercessions, with a man 
whom I had reason to consider as indebted to 
me even for his life. I contented myself, there- 
for with complaining to some of our common 
friends, who had been witnesses to the obligar 
tions he had received at my hands. But, a$ 
this method, I found, was to no purpose, and 
that he would not deign to give me the least sa- 
tisfaction; I determined to apply to his col- 
league. I rather chose, indeed, to ask a favour 
of the latter, (notwithstanding I was sensible 
that my connexions with you* had rendered him 
far from being my friend) than undergo the 
mortification of engaging in a personal confi- 
dence with so ridiculous and contemptible a 
mortal as Appius. This step extremely exas- 
perated him, and he was no sooner apprised of 
it, than he warmly complained that I was seek- 
ing a pretence to quarrel with him merely in « 
resentment, he said, for his not having fully 
gratified my avaricious expectations. Soon 
after this, he openly endeavoured to procure 
Seryius to exhibit articles of impeachment 
against me, and entered into several consulta- 
tions with Bomitius for that purpose. But, 

when 

* An enmity had subsisted between Piso and Cicero, ever 
■since the consulate of the former, who concurred with Ckw 
4ius in those violent measures which terminated in Cicero's 
exile. See rem. 2. p. 37. and rem. 21. p. 174. vol. U 

1 
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when they perceived that they could not succeed 
in their intended charge, they dropped this de- 
sign, and resolved to encourage a prosecution 
of another kind ; though, at the same time, they 
well knew that there was not the least shadow 
of evidence to support their accusation. How- 
ever, towards the close of my Circensian games*, 
these shameless confederates caused me to be 
indicted on the Scantinian law 4 . But Poh, 
whom they had spirited up to be the informer, 
had scarce entered his action, when I lodged aa 
information against ourworthy censor 5 himself, 
for the very same crime. And nothing, in truth, 
could have been more happily concerted. For 
this retaliation was so universally applauded, 

and 

3 Circensian games is a general name for those shews of 
various kinds, which were exhibited at different seasons to 
the people in the Circus ; a place in Rome set apart for those 
purposes. But the particular games alluded to in this pas- 
sage, are most probably (as Manutius, with great reason, 

. conjectures) those which they called the Roman. For these 
were exhibited by the aediles in September; and this letter 
seems to have been written some time in that or the follow* 
ing month. The nature of these games has been explained 
in a former note, 

4 The author of this law was Marcus Scantinius, who was 
tribune of the people in the year of Rome 601. It prohi- 
bited that horrid and unnatural commerce, which, in af- 
ter-ages of more confirmed and shameless corruption, be- 
came so general as to be openly avowed even by those who 
affected, in other respects, a decency of character. Horace 
and Pliny the consul are both instances of this kind, and af* 
ford a very remarkable evidence, that the best dispositions 
are not proof against fashionable vices, how detestable soever, 
without a much stronger counterpoise than a mere moral 
sense can supply. 

5 Appius. 
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and by the better sort too among the people, 
that the general satisfaction they have express- 
ed, has mortified Appius even more than the 
disgrace of the information itself I have charged 
him, likewise, with appropriating a little chapel 
to his private use, which belongs to the public 6 . 

It is almost six weeks since I delivered my 
former letter to the slave, who now brings you 
.both; and I am extremely vexed at the fellow's 
delay, — I think I have no farther news to send 
you, except that Domitius 7 is in great pain for 
the success of his approaching election. 

As I earnestly wish to see you, I expect your 
arrival with n\uch impatience. I will only add 
my request, that you would shew the world you 
axe as sensible of the injuries done to me, as I 
have ever warmly resented those which have 
at any time been offered to yourself. FareweL 

LETTER 

• Manutius, in bis remark upon this place, produces a 
passage from Livy, by which he proves, that it was the busi- 
ness of the censors to take care that these public chapels 
should not be shut up by private persons from the general and 
common use to which they were originally erected. Ccelius, 
therefore, informed against his adversary for having pracrised 
Ki msel f what it was incumbent upon him, by the duties of 
his office, to punish in others. Vid. Manut. in loc* 

7 This person, it is probable, is the same who is mentioned 
before in this letter. The commentators suppose that the 
election, of which Coelius speaks, was for a member of the 
augural college, in the room of Hortensius, .lately deceased. 
For it is said, in the next letter, that Mark Antony was his 
competitor; and it appears, from Hirtius, that the former was 
chosen augur about this time. Hirt. de bel. Gallic vii, 50* 
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LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 703.] 

From the same. 

If you had taken the king of Parthia himself 
prisoner, and sacked his metropolis, it would 
not make you amends for 'your absence from 
these diverting scenes. You have lost, indeed,, 
a subject of inexhaustible mirth, by not being 
- a spectator of the very ridiculous figure which 
the luckless Domitius displayed, when he lately 
found himself disappointed of his election** 
The assembly of the people was exceedingly 
numerous upon this occasion: but the force of 
party bore down all before it 9 , and even carried 
away many of the friends of Domitius from his 
interest, This circumstance he imputes to my 
management : and as he considers the prefer 
rence which has been thus given to his, com- 
petitor, as a real injury done tq himself, he ho-* 
nours me with the same marks of his displea- 
sure, with which he distinguishes the most in-* 

timate 

a See the last note of the preceding letter. 

9 Mark Antony was supported by all the interest and cre- 
dit of Carsar : who exerted himself very strenuously upon, 
this occasion, by going in person to the several municipal 
towns Of Italy that lay nearest to his province of Gaul, in ©ri- 
der to engage them in favour of his friend. For these cities 
being admitted to the freedom of Rome, had a right of vol* 
ing at elections. Hirt. de bell. Gall. viii. 50. 

Vol. II. V 
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timate of his friends. He is at present, indeed, 
a very diverting spectacle of indignant wrath : 
which he impotently discharges, in the first 
place against myself, for promoting the elec- 
tion of Mark Antony, and in the next against 
the people, for expressing so much satisfaction 
in his repulse. 

Under this article of news relating to Do- 
mitius, I must not forget to mention, that his 
son has commenced a prosecution against Sa~ 
turninus : a man, it must be owned, whose con- 
duct, in the former part of his life, has rendered 
him extremely odious. The public is waiting 
with great impatience for the event of this trial : 
but since the infamous Peducseus has been ac- 
quitted, there is a fair prospect that Saturninus 
will not meet with more inexorable judges. 

As to political affairs ; I have often mentioned 
to you, that I imagined the public tranquillity 
could not possibly be preserved beyond the pre- 
sent year: and the nearer we approach to those 
contentions which must inevitably arise, the 
more evident this danger appears. For Pom- 
pey is determined most strenuously to oppose 
Ceesar's being consul, unless he resigns his com- 
mand : and Caesar, .on the contrary, is per-. 
suaded that he cannot be safe upon those 
terms*. He has offered, however, to throw up 

his. 
* Caesar bad acted in a very arbitrary and illegal manner 

during 
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commission, provided Pompcy will do the same. 
And thus their very suspicious friendship and 
alliance will probably end at last in an open 
war. For my own part, I shall be extremely 
perplexed in what manner to act in that con- 
juncture : and I doubt you will likewise find 
yourself under the same embarrassment. On 
the one hand, I have an interest and connexion 
with Pompey's party : and on the other, it is 
Caesar's cause alone, and not his friends, that I 
dislike. You are sensible, I dare say, that so 
long as the dissentions of our country are con- 
fined within the limits of debate, we ought 
ever to join with the more righteous side; but 
that as soon as the sword is drawn, the strong- 
est party is always the best*. With respect to, 
our present divisions, I foresee that the senate, 
together with the whole order of judges', will 

declare 

(during his first consulate : be apprehended, therefore, and 
with just reason, that if he should divest himself of his 
command, and return to Rome in a private character, hie 
enemies would immediately arraign him for his mal -ad mi- 
nistration. Did, p. 14S, 

* It were to be wished that every man who embraces this 
maxim, were as little scrupulous of acknowledging it, as the 
author of this letter ; for of all noxious creatures, a knave 
without a mask is by for the least dangerous. 

9 The expression in the original is, quiquerts judkant: 
which Dr. Middleton has translated, and aU who judge of 
thing*. But this explanation is contrary to the concurrent 
sentiments of the best commentators, who agree that qui res 
judkant is ~a circumlocution for judices. The phrase, it must 
be owned, is singular : and so is the style of CobUui in-gene* 
F 2 neral. 
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declare in favour of Pompey : and that all those 
of desperate fortunes, or who are obnoxious to 
the laws, will list themselves under the banners 
of Caesar. As to their armies; I am persuaded 
there will be a great inequality. But I hope 
we shall have time enough to consider the 
strength of their respective forces, and to de- 
clare ourselves accordingly. 

I had almost forgotten to mention a piece of 
news, much too remarkable to be omitted. You 
must know that our worthy censor Appius i% 
become the very prodigy of reformers, and i& 
most outrageously active in restraining our ex-* 
travagancies in pictures and statues, in limit- 
ing the number of our acres, and abolishingr 
usurious contracts 4 . The man imagines, I sup-» 

pose 

ral. But what principally confirms the sense here adopted 
is, that it is most agreeable both to credibility and to fact. 
For it is by no means probable that every man of judgment 
was an enemy to Caesar : and it is most certain that the whole 
order of judges were friends to Pompey. Vid. Ad Ah. viik 
IS. Life ofCic. ii. 212. 8vo. ed. 

4 It is probable that Appius had himself as remarkably 
transgressed l he rules of moderation, in this last article, as he 
undoubtedly had in the other two : for avarice is an atten- 
dant that seldom fails of accompanying luxury. It is certain, 
at least, that his own possessions were far above mediocrity: 
for Cicero frequently speaks of him in the preceding, letters 
as a man who, by his. wealth as well as by bis alliances and 
abilities, was of great weight in the republic. And as to his 
extravagance of the virtuoso kind, it appears that when he 
intended to offer himself. as a candidate for the office of aedile, 
he plundered all the temples of Greece, as well as other less , 
sacred repositories, in order to make a collection of pictures 

and 
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pose, that the censorship is a kind of specific 
for discharging the stains of a blemished repu- 
tation 5 . But I have a notion he will find him- 
self mistaken : for the more pains he takes of 
this sort to clear his character, the more visibly 
the spots will appear. — In the name of all the 
gods, my dear Cicero, hasten hither to enjoy 
the diverting spectacle of Appius sitting in 
judgment on extravagance, and Drusus* on de- 
bauchery ! It is a sight, believe me, well worth 
your expedition. 

Curio is thought to have acted very pra~ 
dently, in withdrawing his protest against the 
decree for the payment of Pompey's troops.— 
But to answer your question in few words con- 
cerning my sentiments of public affairs ; if one 
or other of our chiefs should not be employed 
against the P^rthians, I am persuaded great 
dissentions will soon ensue: dissentions, my 

friend,* 

and statues for the decoration of the games which were an- 
nually exhibited by those magistrates. Ep. Tarn. iii. 10. Pro 
Domo 43. Vid. et Pigh. Annul, anno 696. 

5 The batteries of ridicule are never more properly point- 
ed, than when they are thus levelled at counterfeit virtue: as 
ike re is nothing tnat more justly raises contempt and indig- 
nation than those reforming hypocrites, 

Qui Curios simulant fy Bacchanalia vivunt. Juven. 

* It is supposed from what Coelius here says of him, that 
he was one of the praetors this year. Pigh. AnnaU 7Q3. v 

F 3 
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friend, rthich nothing can terminate but the 
sword, and which each of them seem well-in- 
clined and prepared to draw. In short, if your 
own safety were not deeply concerned, I should 
say that Fortune is going to open to you a 
most entertaining scene 8 . Farewei. 

LETTER XVI. 

[A.U.70S.] 

To Teeentia and Tullia. 

Tiite ^miable young Cicero and myself are 
perfectly well, if you and my dearest Tullia are 
so. We arrived here 9 on the 1 4th of this month, 
after a very tedious and disagreeable passage, 
occasioned by contrary winds. Acastus 1 met 
me upon my landing, with letters from Rome; 
having been so expeditious as to perform his 
journey in one-and-twenty days. In the packet 
which he delivered to me, I found yours, 
wherein you expfess some uneasiness lest your 
former letters should not have reached my 

hands. 

* The meaning of this seems to be (as one of the commen- 
tators has explained it) that if Cicero himself were not in 
danger from the dissention between Caesar and Pompey, it 
must afford him great diversion to see these two chiefs, who 
bad both of them used him ill, revenging his quarrel upon 
each other. 

9 Athens. 

s A freedman belonging to Cicero. 
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hands. They have, myTerentia: and I am 
extremely obliged to you for the very full ac- 
counts you gave me of every thing I was con- 
cerned to know. 

I am by no means surprised at the shortness 
of your last, as you had reason to expect us so 
soon. It is with great impatience I wish for that 
meeting: though I am sensible, at the same 
time, of the unhappy situation in which I shall 
find the republic. All the letters, indeed, which 
I received by Acastus, agree in assuring me, 
that there is a general tendency to a civil war: 
so that when I come to Rome I shall be under 
a necessity of declaring myself on one side or 
the other. However, since there is no avoid- 
ing the scene which fortune has prepared for 
me, I shall be the more expeditious in my jour- 
ney, that I may the better deliberate on the se- 
veral circumstances which must determine my 
choice. Let me entreat you to meet me as far 
on my way as your health will permit. 

The legacy which Precius has left me, is an 
acquisition that I receive with great concern ; 
as I tenderly loved him, and extremely lament 
his death. If his estate should be put up to 
auction before my arrival, I beg you would re- 
commend my interest in it to the care of At* 
ticus : or in case his affairs should not allow 
him to undertake the office) that you would re* 
F 4 quest 
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quest the same favour of Camillus. And if 
this should not find you at Rome, I desire you 
would send proper directions thither for that 
purpose. As for my other affairs, I hope I 
shall be able to settle them myself: for I pur- 
pose to be in Italy, if the gods favour my 
voyage, about the 13th of November. In the 
mean time I conjure you, my amiable and ex- 
cellent Terentia, and thou> my dearest Tullia, 
I coiyure you both, by all the tender regards 
you bear me, to take care of your healths. 
FareweL 

Athens, October the 18th. 

LETTER XVII. 

[A. U. 703.] 

To Tiro*. 

1 did not imagine I should have been so little 

aible to support your absence : but indeed it is 

more than I can well bear. Accordingly, not* 

withstanding 

* He was a favourite slave of Cicero, who trained him up in 
his family, and formed him under his own immediate tuition. 
The probity of his manners, the elegance of bis genius, and 
nis uncommon erudition, recommended him to his master's 
peculiar esteem and affection : of which the letters addressed 
to him in this collection, are a lasting, and remarkable me- 
morial. They are many of them written, indeed, in a style so 
different from the ordinary language of friendship, that they 
probably gave strength and currency to a suspicion highly 
disadvantageous to Cicero's moral character. ' This imputa- 
tiop seems to have been first propagated -by the son of the ce- 
lebrated Asinius Pollio ; who, in a treatise which he pub- 
lished 
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withstanding it is of the last importance to my 
interest 1 that I should hasten to Rome, yet I 
cannot but severely reproach myself for having 
thus deserted you. However, as you seemed 
altogether averse from pursuing your voyage till 
you should re-establish your health, 1 approv- 
ed of your scheme : and I still approve of it, if 
you continue in the same sentiments. Never- 
theless, if after having taken some refreshment, 
you should think, yourself in a condition to 
follow me, you may do so, or not, as you shall 
judge proper. If you should determine-in the 
affirmative, I have sent Mario to attend you: 
if not, I have ordered him to return immediate- 
ly. Be well assured, there is nothing I more ar- 

• dently 

lisbed in order to magnify his father's eloquence at the ex- 
pence of Cicero's, inserted a wanton sonnet, which he pre* 
tended was composed by the latter on Tiro. But to speak 
impartially, there does not seem, from all that can be traced 
of Cicero's private conduct, the least sufficient evidence to 
charge him with having been infected with this execrable 
vice of his degenerate countrymen. In passing judgment, 
therefore, on these letters to Tiro, it should be remembered 
that Cicero's temper was more than commonly warm : whidu 
infused a peculiar heat into all his expressions, whether of 
friendship or of enmity. This, together with those notions 
of amity which were carried by the ancients, in general, so 
much higher than they have risen in modern ages, may ac- 
count, perhaps, for those overflowings of tenderness which 
are so very Observable in the letters to Tiro. Aul. Gel. xiii. 
9. Tiin. Epist. vii. 4. 

3 As Cicero was full of the hopes of obtaining a triumph, 
he was desirous of hastening to Rome before the dissentions 
i>etween Caesar and Fompey should be raised to so great a 
height as to render it impossible for him to enjoy that honour. 

1 
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dently desire than to have you with me, provided 
I may enjoy that pleasure without prejudice to 
yourself. But be assured too, that if your con- 
tinuing somewhat longer at Patrfc* should be 
thought necessary, I prefer your health to all 
other considerations. If you should embark im- 
mediately, you may overtake me at Leucas 5 . 
But if you are more inclined to defer your voy- 
age till your recovery shall be better confirmed, 
let me entreat you to be very, careful in choos- 
ing a safe ship ; and that you wiould neither sail 
at an improper season nor without a convoy. 
I particularly chaTge you, also, my dear Tiro, 
by all the regard you bear me, not to suffer 
the arrival of Mario, or any thing that I have 
said in this letter, in the least to influence your 
resolution. Believe me, whatever will be most 
agreeable to your health, will be most agreea- 
ble, likewise, to my inclinations : and, x there- 
fore, I desire you would be wholly governed 
by your own prudence. It is true, I am ex- 
tremely 

4 A city in Peloponnesus, which still subsists under the 
name of Patras. Cicero had left Tiro indisposed in this place, 
the day before the date of the present letter. 

5 A little Grecian island in the Ionian sea, now called 
Saint Maure. It was on this island that the celebrated pro- 
montory stood, from whence the tender Sappho is said to 
have thrown herself in a fit of amorous despair; and which 
the inimitable Addison has rendered still more celebrated by 
his ingenious papers on the Lover's Leap. SeeSpect. vol. 3. 

. No. 223, 233, 
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tremely desirous of your company, and of en- 
joying it as early is possible : but the same af- 
fection which makes me wish to see you soon, 
makes me wish to see you well. Let your health, 
therefore, be your first aaid principal care; as- 
suring yourself, that among all the numberless 
good offices 1 have received at your hands, I 
ihatt eateem this by far the most acceptable. 

November die 3d. 

LETTER XVI1L 

[A.U. 708j 

To the same. 

I cannot describe to you (nor would I, in- 
deed, if it were in my potfer) the uneasy situa- 
tion of my mind. I will only say, that your 
speedy recovery and return to me, will afibrd 
infinite satisfaction to both of us. 

The third day after we parted brought me to 
this pkce*. It lies within a hundred and twenty 
atadia 7 of Leucas ; where I promise myself that 
^e shall meet ; or at least, that I shall find Mar 
rib there with a letter from you.« In the mean 
while, let me efctreat you to be careful of your 
health, in proportion to the tnutual tenderness 
9rt bear towards each other. FareweL 

Alyzia, Nov. the 5th. 



LETTER 



* Alyzia, a city of Acarnia in Greece, 
7 About 15 miles. 
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LETTER XIX. 

[A. U. 703.] 

To the same. 

I dispatched a letter to you yesterday from 
this place, where I continued all that day in 
order to wait the arrival of my brother : and I 
write this before sun-rise, just as we are setting 
out. If you have any regard for us, but par- 
ticularly for me, shew it by your care to re-es- 
tablish your health. It is with great impati- 
ence I expect to meet you at Leucas : but if 
that cannot be, my next wish is, that I may 
find Mario there with a letter. We all of us, in- 
deed, but more especially myself, earnestly long 
to see you : however, we would by no means, 
my Tiro, indulge ourselves in that pleasure, 
unless it may be consistent with your health. 
There is no necessity, therefore, ofhas tening your 
journey, as there will be days enough to enjoy 
your company when once you shall be thorough- 
ly recovered. I can easily, indeed, forego your 
services : but your health, my dear Tiro, I 
would fain preserve, for your own sake in the 
first place, and, in the next, for mine. Fare- 

wel. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 

[A. U. 703.] 

To the same. 

Your letter produced very different effects 
on my mind ; as the latter part somewhat .alle- 
viated the concern which the former had occa- 
sioned. I am now convinced that it will not 
be safe for you to proceed on your voyage, till 
your health shall be entirely re-established; 
and I shall see you soon enough, if I see you 
perfectly recovered, 

I find by your letter, that you have a good 
opinion of your physician : and I am told he 
deserves it 'However, I can by no means ap- 
prove of the regimen he prescribed : for soups 
cannot certainly be suitable to so weak a sto- 
mach. I have written to him very fully con- 
cerning you; as also to Lyso. I have done 
the same likewise to my very obliging friend 
Curius : and have particularly requested him, 
if it should be agreeable to yourself, that he- 
would remove you into his house. I am ap-. 
prehensive, indeed, that Lyso will not give you 
proper attendance : in the first place, because 
carelessness is the general characteristic of all 
his countrymen* ; and, in the next, because he 

has* 
* The Grecians. 
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has returned no answer to my letter. Never- 
theless, as you mention him with esteem, I 
leave it to you to continue with him, or not* 
just as you shall tftipk proper. Let me only 
enjoin you, toy dear Tiro, not to spare any ex- 
pence that may be necessary towards your re- 
covery. To this end, I have desired Curius to 
supply you with whatever money you shall re- 
quire: and I think it ^ould be proper, in order 
to render your physician the more careful in his 
attendance, to make him some present. 

Numberless are the services I have received 
from you, both at home and abroad ; in my pub- 
lic and my private transactions ; in the course of 
my studies and the concerns of my family. But 
would you crown them all ? Let it be by your 
care that I may see you (asT hope I soon shall) 
perfectly recovered. If your health should 
permit, I think you cannot do better than to 
take the opportunity of embarking with my 
qusstor Mescinius : for he is a good-natured 
man, and seems to have conceived a frieiidship 
for you. The care of your voyage, indeed, is the 
next thing I would recommend to you, after that 
of your health. However, I would now by no 
means have you hurry yourself; as my single 
concern is for your recovery. Be assured, my 
dear Tiro, that all my friends are yours : and 

4 COn- 
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consequently, as your health is of the greatest 
importance to me as well as to yourself, there 
are numbers who are solicitous for its preserva- 
tion. Your assiduous attendance upon me has 
hitherto prevented you from paying due regard 
to it But npw that you. are wholly at leisure, 
I conjure you to devote all your application to 
that single object : and I shall judge of the af- 
fection you bear me, by your compliance with 
this request Adieu, my dear Tiro, adieu! 
adieu ! may you soon be restored to the perfect 
enjoyment of your health. 

Lepta, together with all your other friends 
salute you. Farewel. 

Leucas, Nov. the 7th. 

LETTER XXI. 

[A. U. 703.1 

To the same. 

Though it was but an hour or two that you 
and I spent with Xenomenes at Thyreum*, yet 
he has conceived as strong an affection for 
you, as if he had conversed with you his whole 
life : so wonderfully engaging is my Tiro ! Ac- 
cordingly he has promised to assist you in all 

your 

• A city of Peloponnesus. 
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your occasions : and it is a promise, I am well 
persuaded, he will punctually perform. 

I should be glad, if you find yourself better, 
that you would remove to Leucas, in order to 
perfect your recovery. Nevertheless, I would 
not have you change your present situation, 
without taking the 'sentiments of Curius and 
Lyso, together with those of your physician. 

I had some thoughts of sending Mario back, 
to you : whom you might return to me with a 
letter as soon as your health should be some- 
what mended. But I considered, that this 
would be only securing the pleasure of healing 
from you once : whereas, I hope to receive that 
satisfaction frequently. And if you have any re- 
gard for me, you may easily give it me, by send- 
ing Acastus every day to the quay : where he 
cannot fail of meeting with many who will rea^ 
clily charge themselves with conveying a letter 
tome. You may be assured^ in return, that I 
shall not suffer any opportunity to escape me 
of sending a line or two by those who are go^ 
ing to Pat^ae. 

I rely entirely upon the care of Curius for 
your recovery : as nothing, I am sure, can exceed 
either his friendship to myself, or his huma- 
nity in general^ I desire, therefore, you would 
be wholly resigned to his direction. , x\s I am 

willing 
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to the advantage Sf ytmr health ; I totreatyoh 
to h&vfc no other concern but what relates to 
your recovery; all the rest, he assured, shall 
be rtiiafc. Again and again I hid ydu fartweL 
I am this moment teaVihg Lettcas. 

Ww. tMeftb. 

. £&TT*tt XXII. 

[A, U.JOS.] , . 

To the same. 

This is the third letter t have written to you 
within these four-and-twenty hours; and I 
now take up my petl ttiOM In compliance with 
niy usual custofo, than an faring fey ririn^ 
new to say. I can only repeat/ indeed, what! 
have often requested* that you vtould p*-opo*± 
tion the cdre of your health to the aifeetioA 
you bear me. Yes, thy Tiro; I 06*ijurt? y6\i 
to add thrs to tile numberless good afftce* yofl 
have conferred Mpors me, a* the ittost accepts 
We of them all. Wh&i y<Ju hav* t*k*n, its I 
hope you will, all ntfS*fc$ttry in#riure& for that 
purpose, mf neitt debut k, that ytou would Use 
tbeptoper precautions, likewise, to sedure to 
ytourtelf a safe voyage. In the mean time, you 
will not fail to write to me, as often as you 
Vox. It. . G shall 
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,$hall meet with any persona who is coming into 
Italy, -aa-I jhalltake all c^cc^sions of doing the 
same-oav : my.p;nt, by ; those who may be going 
to Patras. In one word, take care of yourself, 
my dearJIirq^I charge yo,u; and since we have 
been thus prevented from pursuing our voyage 
together, therp is no necessity for resuming 
your's in haste. Let it be your single care to 
re-establish y.Qijr health. [ ."Again and again 
farewel. 

Actium 1 , Nov. the 7th, in the evening. 

LETTER XXIIL 

[A. U. 703.1 

* . , , . To fhe same. . ,. 

I hav« been- detained hereVthis whole week, 
fry dojitrary wu*ds; which have, likewise, con- 
fined nty; brother *nd his aon at Bu thro turn 1 ; 
Jam ft*U o#ian3ciety about your healthy though 
fry no me$$>$ sprprisedat not hearing from you, 
ps the- sau^e, ;.w.ipd$, which delay my voyage, 
prevent : thQ amtf^lqf yotir letters. • . ■* ■;, jul 
j Let . u?e ; entreat- you te[ exert your utmost 
care i^ refining your health ;. and, I hope, as 
soon as. tl^cftPS**??* of the jf ar and your tqco-: 
yeryr shall .rendgr 7 it convenient far you to- em* 

i-y .• . .:■. ;..-.. ,; : ••• • '• " *• • had:,; 

1 A city in Epirus. , 

I . .." <~ :.^J MnCorcyta; * ' : - 

i ^ .L * A citjf jo Epirus. */ 
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bark, you will return to him who infinitely 
loves you. Your arrival will be impatiently 
expected by numberless others, as well as by 
myself; for all who bear ^ny affection for me, 
are tender well-wishers to you. Again and 
again, my dear Tiro, I conjure you to take 
care of your health. Farewel. 
< Corcyrfe, Nov. die 16th. 

LETTER XXIV. 

,[A.U. 70S.] 

To the same. 

We parted, you know, on the second of No- 
vember; on the sixth I arrived at Leucas, from 
whence I reached Actium the following day. I 
was detained there, by contrary winds, till the 
next morning, when I sailed : for Corcyra, 
where I arrived on the ninth; after having had 
a very favourable passage. The weather prov- 
ing extremely tempestuous, T was obliged to 
continue in that place till the sixteenth, when 
I again proceeded oh my voyage ; and,, on the 
seventeenth, I entered the bay of Cassiope, a 
maritime town in Corcyra, situated about an 
hundred and twenty stadia from fl)y former 
port Here the wind, shifting, I was detained till 
the 2Sd. In thte meantime, those ships that 
had accompanied me thither, and wdri so iaa* 
G 2 patient 
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patient as immediately to put to sea agaiu, were 
many of them lost However, on the evening 
of the day I last mentioned, we weighed an* 
chor ; and, having sailed all that night $hd the 
next day with a fair gale from the south, and 
a very clear sky, we gained, with great ease, 
the port of Hydruns, in Italy. The same wind, 
carried us the following day, being the twenty- ' 
fifth, to Brundisium. I was met at this place 
by Terentia, (who desires me te assure you of 
her esteem) and we entered the town together. 
On the twenty-seventh, a slave of Plancius 
arrived l^re witfy your very acceptable letter, 
4*tted the thirteenth of this month; which, 
tjio^gh it did W>t entirely answer my wishes, 
WBtribnted greyly to Aviate the undines* 
X WW WDdqt upon yopr ^q^unt I had the 
fe&feetiQn, Kfefwy^ of he^Wg, at the same 
time* fr<p$ your physician, who confirms me 
i& tfee hepe th;at you. wiU soon b« well* 

A*d fts^ ** I p*tf*Qtly well knQW ypurpru* 
descxv yw* ipingwBCA and th? aflfection you 
be$r me, can it he necessary thai I should en^ 
treat you to wnpl.Qy you? utmost care tit re«* 
establish your health? I w. pers\;ade4, in* 
deed, you will do every tijusg in your powe* 
to return to me as soon as potable ; however* 
I would by na means have, you mom expwU? 

tious 
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tious than your strength will beah I am sorry 
you accepted Lysft's invitation to his concert, 
test your going abroad so soon should occasion 
a relapse on the fourth critical week*< Bat; 
since you were willing $o hazard your health 
father than appetur deficient in j>6int of polite- 
ness, I hope you will guard against any ill 
consequence that may attend your complai- 
sance. 

I have written to Curius, to request he would 
make a proper acknowledgment to your physi- 
cian, and supply y oil, likewise, with whatever 
money your occasions shall require ; which I 
will repay to his order. You will find anhorM 
and a mule at Brundisium, which I have left 
there for your service. I art proceeding on 
my journey to Rome, where I expect to see 

great 

4 The ancients entertained a variety of sup e rstit i o us no* 
tions concerning the mystical power of numbers, particular- 
ly the number seven, with its several multiplications an! 
divisions. Cicero, in one of his philosophical treatises, calls 
this number rtrum omnium fere nodus ; and it is to its parti- 
cular influence with regard to the crisis of distempers, that 
he alludes in the present passage. Macrobius has retailed 
abundance of absurd learning in relation to this wonder-work- 
ing number, which he concludes with the following refletS 
tions: Unde non immtrito hie nnmerus totius fabricce dispen- 
iator 8f dominus % atgrU quoque corporibus periculum sanita- 
temve deuuntiot. This opinion, however, is not altogether 
inconsistent with a more improved philosophy ; and experi- 
ence shews, that the 7th, the 14th, &c. days, are frequently 
Attended with certain determining symptoms in the progress 
of acute diseases* MacroL in Somn. Scip. u & 

G3 
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great Commotions upon the entrance of the new 
consuls into their office 5 . However, it is my 
resolutiOHjiot to engage in the violent measures 
of either party. 

I have only to add my most earnest request, 
that you would not embark without taking all 
prudent precautions to secure a safe voyage. 
The masters of ships, I know, who are govern- 
ed entirely by their hopes of gain, are always 
in haste to sail. But I entreat you, my dear 
Tiro, not to be too hazardous ; and remember 
that you have a wide and dangerous sea to tra- 
verse. I should be glad you would, if possi- 
ble, take your passage with Mescinius, who is 
never disposed to run any imprudent risks in 
expeditions of this kind. But if your health 
should not permit you to embark so soon, let 
me desire you would look out for some other 
companion in your voyage, whose public cha- 
racter may give him an authority with the com- 
mander of your ship. In a word, you cannot 
more effectually oblige me, than by exerting s 
your utmost care to return to me safe and well. 
Again and again, my dear Tiro, I bid you adieu. 

I have recommended you in the strongest 

terms to the care both of Curius and Lyso, as 

well as of your physician. Adieu. 

LETTERS 

5 The consuls catered upon their office on the first day of 
the new year. 
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LETTERS. . 

OF 

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 

TO 

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 



book vn. 



LETTER I. 

[A.U.704.] 

■s 

To Tiro. 

Notwithstanding that I feel the want of 
your services, in every place and upon all oc- 
casions ; yet, be assured, your illness gives me 
far less concern, on my own account, than on 
yours. However, since it has terminated, as 
Curius informs me, in a quartan ague ; I hope, 
if you are not wanting in proper care, that it 
will prove a means of more firmly establishing 
G 4 your 
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your 1 health. Be so just, then, to the regard 
you owe me, as not to suffer any other con- 
cern to employ your thoughts but what relates 
to your recovery. I »f* sfnsiWe, *t the same 
time, how much you suffer from this absence; 
but, believe me, all wiU be well whenever you 
are so. I would by no means, therefore, have 
yppL j$ sq mycb haste to «etur» to tjie* a? to 
expose yourself to the dangers of a winter voy- 
age ; nor, indeed, to the fatigue of a sea-sick- 
ness, before you shall have sufficiently recover- 
ed your strength. 

I arrived in the suburbs* of Rome on the 
fourth of January, and nothing could be more 
to my honour than the manner in which I was 
metf on my approach to the city. But I am 
unhappily fallen into th^ very midst of public 
dissention; or rather^ in4$ed, I find myself 
surrounded with the flames of a civil war. It 
was my earnest desire to have composed these 

dafl^erot* 

s A quarts ague wits.suppo^dby th* ancients, to l^eax* 
tremely salutary in its consequences. Aulus Gellius men- 
tions ft. contemporary otator aaili pfetfoodpher, whio wrote* 
serious panegyric upon thi&.wbaksome aU&temgex; wherein 
be supported his opinion upon the authority or a passage in, 
*M&e writings of Bfeto,. which are now, k*k Jtatf. Attmu 
12. 

* As Cicero claimed the honour of a triumph^ Be was 
obliged, tilt hid prttlettUQnt*b*aI<£ be detetfmfeed, to take 
up his residence without the wails of the city, agreeahjy to a 
custom which ha» been frequently mentioned in the preced- 
ing observations. 
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dangerous ferments; and I probably might, if 
the passions of some, in both parties, who are 
equally eager for war, had not rendered my en- 
deavours ineffectual My friend Caesar has 
written a very warm and menacing letter to the 
senate*. He has the assurance, notwithstanding 
their express prohibition, tocontinue at the head 
of his army, and in the government of his pro- 
vince; to which very extraordinary measures 
he has been instigated by Curio. The latter, in 
conjunction with Quintus Cassius and Mark 
Antony, without the least violence having been 
offered to them 4 , have withdrawn themselves to 

Caesar, 

*The purport of Caesar's letter was, that lie declared him- 
self willing to resign his command, provided Pompey did the 
same ; but if this were not complied with, thai he would im- 
medtfttely march into Italy* and revenge the injuries done 
both to himself and to the liberties of the republic* Appian* 
Bd. Cvc. ih 

4 The letter mentioned in the last note was received by 
the senate with great indignation, and considered as an open 
declaration of war. Accordingly they voted, that if Caesar 
did not resign bi& command, by a certain day named in their 
decree for that purpose, he should be deemed an enemy to 
sub country* This decree was protested against by Curie, 
Quintus Cassius Longinus, and Mark Antony, iu virtue of 
their prerogative as tribunes of the people : and while the 
senate ware deliberating in what manner to punish the au- 
thors of this protest, they were advised, by the consul Lentu- 
his, to withdraw before any decree against them had actu- 
ally passed* Perhaps this is alt that Cicero means, when 
he asserts, that " no violence had been offered to these tri- 
*' buses ■:" for, otherwise, his assertion would be contradict- 
ed by the unanimous testimony of all the ancient historians.. 
<4?i«tt. Bek Civil, ii. Ccesar. Bel. Civil, i. 5% Dio. xli. p. 153. 
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Caesar. They took this step immediately a£ 
ter the senate had given it in charge to the con* 
amis 5 , the praetors, and the tribunes of the peo- 
ple, together with those of us who are invested 
with proconsular power, to take care of the 
interests of the republic 6 . And never, in truth, 
were our liberties in more imminent danger ; 
as those who are disaffected to the common- 
wealth, never were headed by a chief more ca- 
pable, or better prepared to support them. We 
are raising forces with all possible diligence, 
under the authority, and with the assistance of 
Pompey, who now begins, somewhat too late, 
I fear, to be apprehensive of Csesars power. 
In the midst, however, of these alarming com- 
motions, the senate demanded, in a very full 
house, that a triumph should be immediately 
decreed to me. But the consul Lentulus, in 
order to appropriate to himself a greater share 
in conferring this honour, told them, that he 
would propose it himself in proper form, as 
soon as he should have dispatched the affairs 
that were necessary in the present conjuncture. 
In the mean time, I act with great modera- 
tion: 

5 T^e consuls of this year were Clodius Marcellus, and 
Cornelius Lentulus Crus. 

6 By this decree, the magistrates therein named were in- 
vested with a discretionary power of acting as they should* 
judge proper in the present, exigency of public affairs ; a den 
cree to which the senate never had recourse, but in cases of 
the utmost danger and distress. Cm, BcL Civil, i. 5. 
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tion : and this conduct renders my influence 
with both parties so much the stronger. The, 
several districts of Italy are assigned to our 
respective protections; and Capua is the de- 
partment I have taken for mine. 

I thought it proper to give you this general 
information of public affairs ; to which I will 
only add my request, that you would take care 
of your health, and write to me by every op- 
portunity. Again and again I bid you fareweL 

Jan. the l?th. 



LETTER II. 

[A. U. 704.] 

ToRufus*. 

I should have used my utmost endeavours 
to have given you a meeting, if you had con- 
tinued in your resolution of going to the place 
you first appointed : and though you were wil- 
ling to spare me that trouble, yet be assured I 
should, upon the least notice, have shewn you 
that I prefer your convenience to my own. 

If 

1 Lucius Mescinius Rufus, the person to whom this letter 
is addressed, was quaestor to Cicero in Cilicia. His conduct 
in that office seems to have given occasion to the character 
we find of him in the letters to Atticus, where he is repre- 
sented as a man of great levity, and of a most debauohed 
and avaricious turn of mind. Ad Att. iv. 3. 
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If my sccretarjr, Marcus Tulihi^ were; not 
absent, I should be *hk to send you a more 
CBplicit answer to your letter. This, how-ever, 
I will assure you, that, with regard to exhibit- 
ing the accounts* you mention, (fdr I will not 
venture to be so positive as to any other in- 
stance) he has not intentionally taken any 
step injurious either to your interest to your 
reputation. As to my own share in this trans* 
action, had the law formerly observed in mat- 
ters of this kind been still in force* I should 
not, most certainly, have laid my accounts be- 
fore the treasury, without having, agreeably to 
those connexions that subsist between us J , pre- 
viously examined and adjusted them with you. 
But the ancient usage in these cases being now 
superseded by the Julian law*, which obliged 
tot to leave a at^ted account in the province, 
and exhibit an exact eopy of It id the treasu* 
ry; I paid you that compliment in Cilieia, 
which I should otherwise have paid you At 
Home. Nor did I at that time by any mean* 
endeavour to control your accounts by mine ; 

an 

* These were Cicero's accounts relating to the public ex- v 
fences of his government in Cilieia ; in which there seems to 
nave been articles inserted not altogether favourable to the 
reputation of Rufas as qua&stor, and which he was desirous* 
therefore, should have been altered or suppressed befur* 
they had been delivered into the treasury a.t {tome. 

* As proconsul and quaestor* 
, * See p, 3S of this* vol. 
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<m the contrary, I made cbncessions to you, of 
which, I dare say, you will never give me rca* 
son to repent The feet is, 1 resigned my se- 
cretary (whose conduct you now, it seems, 
suspect) entirely to your direction* : and it was 
Tullius, together with your brother, (who you 
desired might be joined with hrm) that settled 
these accounts With you iti my absence. I 
concerned mytetf, indeed, no farther than just 
to east my eye over them j*^id I considered 
tlie copy* #Mch I thus received from my se- 
cretary, as coming immediately from your bro- 
ther's own hand In this whole transaction I 
have treated 'you with ail possible respect and 
confidence £ and it n*as not v in my power to 
have employed* a person to make up these ac- 
counts, who would have been more cautious 
than my secretary that nothing should appear 
to yoigtdisadvantage. That I have paid a ne- 
cessary obedience to the Julian law, by depo- 
siting a copy of my stated accounts in the two 
principal cities of the province, is most certain. 
But though I had many reasons for being de- 
airous of passing them as expeditiously as poa- 
dfble ; yet I should have tvaited your return to 
Rome, had I not considered their being thus 
deposited in the province as just the same 
thing, with respect to you, as if they had been 
actually carried into the treasury at Rams. 

1 As 
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As to the article you mention relating; to 
Volusius, it could, by no means be inserted in 
the account. For I am informed by those wjbo 
are conversant in business of this kind, •partly 
cularly by my most judicious frifrtd Ci&milluv 
that Volusius pannot stand charged with the* 
sum in question, instead of Valerias 5 ; but that 
the sureties of the latter are necessarily iiafel$ 
to the payment of this debt; It amounts, how- 
ever, to no more than nineteen thousand ses- 
terces 6 , and not to thirty thousand 7 , as you 
state it in your letter. For I had recovered 
part of it from Valerias, and it ip only the re- 
mainder that I have charged. But you are 
unwilling, it should seem, to allow me thp ere*, 
dit of having acted upon this occasion either 
with generosity in regard, to my friends, or 
(what, indeed, I less value myself upon) even 
with common caution with respect toypyself. 
Why else should you suppose that my lieute- 
nant and praefect owe it to my secretary, rav 

ther 

, 5 The nature of this aflair concerning Valerius and Volu- 
sius, is utterly inexplicable, as it refers to a transaction of 
which we know neither the full circumstances, nor the par* 
ticular laws to which it relates* Vain, therefore, would be 
the task of retailing the several opinions of the commenta- 
tors upon this and the following passages, or the attempt to 
clear them up by any additional conjectures ; as it is better 
fo remain quietly in the dark, than to blunder about in 
quest of a light which is no where to be founcj. f 

« About 1521. sterling. 

7 A bout -2401. sterling.- * ' \ 
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finer than to r myself, that they are eased of a 
wry* severe, and, in truth, a very unconscion- 
able burthen ? and why else should you ima- 
gine me so negligent in a point wherein both 
my duty and. interest were equally and greatly 
concerned, ; as. to suffer my secretary to settle 
-this account just as he thought proper, with- 
wt requiring him even to read it over to me ? 
In short, though I flatter myself that I have 
taken no imprudent measures in this business, 
yet you will not believe, it seems, that I 
have bestowed upon it even a, single thought 
The truth, however, is, that the scheme of 
throwing off this debt frotii Volusius was en- 
tirely my own ; as 1 am endeavouring, likewise, 
to discharge the sureties of Valerius, and even 
Marius hiifaself, from so severe a penalty. And 
iihave the satisfaction to find this my design 
not only. generally approved, but applauded; 
though, to tell you the whole truth, it is not; 
i perceive, greatly relished by my secretary* 
Nevertheless, ;I thought it the ; duty of an honest 
man tosp^re the fortunes of such numbers of 
his friends! and fellow-citizens, when he could 
do so without prejudicing the public interest. 
; : In rfcegird to. What you" mention concerning 
Lucceius, I have acknowledged that the money 
was deported i$ the temple by my orders, 1 in 
pursuance of Pompfcy's advice. ' The latter has 

"4 received 
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received this sum for the public use 9 ; as Ses* 
tius possessed himself of that which you had 
deposited in the same place. I am very sensi- 
ble that this is an affair in which you are in no 
sort concerned. However, I should be «a> 
tremely sorry that I omitted to particularise 
this circumstance, if it did not most authenti- 
cally appear, by the decree of the senate, and 
by the letters which passed between us, for 
whose use it was delivered into the hands of 
Sestius. It was the notoriety of this fact, and 
the certainty that it was of no importance to 
you, which prevented me from making parti- 
cular mention of it* But since you wish that 
I had, I wish so too. I agree with you in 
thinking that it is proper you should insert this 
article into your accounts : nor will they, by 
that mean, appear in the least inconsistent 
with mine ; as you will only add what I omit* 
ted, and vouch my express orders. I have nfr 
reason, most certainly, to deny them; nor 
should I, indeed, if I had, when you desired 
the contrary* 

As to the nine hundred thousand sesterces*, 
they are specified in the manner that you, or 
your brother, at least, required. And if there is 

any 

••For the purposes, perhaps, of ike War wlticii lie w*£ 
now preparing to carry on against C»»ar» 
■• About 72631. of 'our money. • 
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any item in respect to my lieutenant which you 
are dissatisfied with, and which (after having re- 
nounced the privilege I was entitled to by the 
decree of the senate 10 ) it is in my power to rec- 
tify ; I will endeavour to do so as far as I legally 
may". In the mean time, be well assured I shall 
take no step in this aifair, if I can possibly avoid 
it, that may prove inconsistent either with your 
interest, or. your inclination. 

In answer to your inquiry concerning my ho- 
norary list" ; I must acquaint you, that I have 
only delivered in the names of my prefects and 

military 

10 It seems probable, from this passage, that there was 
some decree of the'senate which indulged the proconsuls with 
a longer time for bringing in their accounts, than they were 
entitled to by the law ; which privilege Cicero thought proper 
to wave. Manutius. 

" There is a passage in the original between this and 
the next sentence, which is omitted in the translation. It 
runs thus : Tu certepecunia exacta it a efferre ex meis rationibus 
relatis non oportuit, nisi quid me fallit : sunt enim alii peri* 
tiores. The principal difficulty of this period lies in the words 
exacta and efferre: which the commentators have endeavoured 
to remove by various readings and conjectures. But as nei- 
ther their readings nor conjectures offer any thing satisfac- 
tory, I leave it to the explanation of some more successful 
interpreter ; applauding, in the mean time, the modesty of 
Graevius, who closes his remark upon this place with the fol- 
lowing ingenuous acknowledgment, so unusual in a critic by 
profession : Nihil in re tarn obscura definio, says he, siec mihi 
ipse satisfacio. 

" The proconsuls, upon their return to Rome, after the 
expiration of their provincial ministry, used to present a list 
of such of their officers and attendants, who had particularly 
distinguished themselves by their zeal and fidelity in their re- 
spective functions. Manutius. 

Vol. II. H 
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military tribunes, together with those who at* 
tended me as proconsular companions 15 . I had 
conceived a notion that no certain time was lir 
mited for this purpose : but I have since been 
informed, that it is necessary to present thip list 
within thirty days after exhibiting the accounts* 
I am sorry you had not the benefit of paying 
this compliment ; as I have no ambitious views 
to serve by taking it upon myself. But it is 
still open to you, with respect to the centurions 
and the companions of the military tribunes: 
the law not having fixed any time for present- 
ing a list of that sort. 

I have nothing farther, I think, to observe 
upqnyour letter, except in relation to the hun- 
dred thousrand sesterces 14 . I remember you 
wrote; to me uppn this subject before, in a letter 
dated from Myrina 1 *, and acknowledged it to 
be an error of your own : though, if there be 
any error in the case, it seems rather change- 
able on your brother and my secretary. But 
be that as it will, the mistake was . discovered 
too late to be corrected : for I had then quitted 
the province and deposited my accounts, I be- 
lieve, 

^ These were generally young noblemen w^o attended 
the proconsul into his. government as a sort of volunteers, in 
order to gain experience and acquaint themselves with bus** 
ness, Atanvtius. 

14 About 8001. 

** A maritime city in ^folia, a province ofAlia* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



febbx Vlt. of fclCERO. $9 

ite^e, threrefare, that the ans w-fer I returned ^ras 
agreeablfe to th6 difyiosition in which I alwdys 
Stafad towards ydu, and to thofee hopfes I had 
flieh conceived of my finances. I do not, 
ho#eVe^ reiiieiAber tfult I carried my com- 
plaisance so far, automate myself your debtor 
for thdt sum ; any more than I imagine thtft 
y6u intended this part of your letter as one of 
tft6sfe itnpottunafe memorials, so fritjubnt iA 
th£se times of general distress. You will con- 
sider, tfiafc I feff mthe hdnds of th6 fatmers 6£ 
the revenues at Ephesus, all the money which 
legally accrued i6 me from riiy goveriimerit': 
and that this whole sum, amounting to no lesk 
than two millions two hundred thousand ses- 
terces' 6 , was seilzfeH for the use of Pompey. 
Whatever effect this great loss may have upon 
me, I am sure you ought not to be discomposed 
at yours ; and you should only look upon it as 
a dish tbg l6s# at your tabftf, or in inconsider- 
able ditiiihutidh of What you might otherwise 
hive dxipfccted from my liberality. But had you 

actually 

1C One may judge ft om hence What immense weaftfc thoab 
rapacious governors of the Roman provinces acquired, who 
cfra not' sCf tiAle* to ogress thfe people committed to their 
charge* by every method of extortion that avarice could sug- 
gest. For Cicero, who professed to conduct himself with the 
rioif exemplar^ dftiritere^tedrie& ^ 

^appears, to acquire 1 so large] a sum hi a single year as abVjut 
J7 9 oOOl. of our money ; and that too from a province by no 
ttten* the mUsi cdnsiUettftte' of ttf re^ubtitVdbminions! 

H * 
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actually advanced these hundred thousand ses- 
terces to me out of your own purse, yet, to be 
sure, you are too complaisant to insist upon a 
security : and as to paying them, were I ever 
so well disposed for that purpose, you must 
know it is not in my power. — You see I answer 
you in the same spirit of pleasantry, in which 
I suppose that part of your letter was written 
to which this refers. But to be serious: if you 
think that Tullius can be of any service to you 
in this affair, I will send him as soon as he re- 
turns from the country.— I hare no ohjectioa 
to your destroying this letter when you shall 
have read it. Farewel. 

LETTER III. 

[A.tJ.704.] 

To Terentia and to Tullia. 

In what manner it may be proper to dispose 
of yourselves during the present conjuncture, is 
a question which must now be decided by your 
own judgments as much as by mine. Should 
Caesar advance to Rome, without committing 
hostilities, you may certainly, for the present 
at least, remain there unmolested : but if this 
madman should give up the city to the rapine 
of his soldiers, I much doubt whether even 
Dolabella's credit ^nd authority will be suffi r 

cient 
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cient to protect you. I am under some appre- 
hension, likewise, lest, while you are deliberating 
in what manner to act, you should find your- 
selves so surrounded with the army as to render 
it impossible to withdraw, though you should 
be ever so much inclined. The next question 
is, (and it is a question which you yourselves 
♦are best able to determine) whether any ladies 
of your rank venture to continue in the city : 
if not, will it be consistent with your character 
to appear singular in that point ? But be that 
as it will, you cannot, I think, as affairs are now 
situated, bemorecommodiously placed, than eU 
ther with me, or at some of our farms in this dis- 
trict : supposing, I mean, that I should be able 
to maintain my present post I must add, like- 
wise, that a short time, it is to be feared, will 
produce a great scarcity in Rome. However,, 
I should be glad you would take the senti- 
m6nts of Atticus, or Camillas, or any other 
friend whom you may choose to consult upon 
this subject. In the mean while let me conjure 
you both to keep up your spirits. The coming 
over of Labienus 1 to our party, has given af- 
fairs a much better aspect And Piso having 

withdrawn 

1 Labienus was one of Caesar's principal and most favourite 
lieutenants in Gaul ; where he greatly distinguished himself by 
bis military conduct. The Pompeian party, therefore, were 

H 3 ™y 
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^ithdra^rn himself from the city^ i$ likewise 
anpthei; very favourable p jrcurostenGe : a* it is 
a plain indication, th$t lji$ 4i$apf>iove$ the im- 
pious ipea^res of his spu-ii^w*. 

I entreat you, yxy d&p&t cye$ture$, to wrjte 
tp me as frequently as, possible, and let me 
Ipow how it is wit^ ypu, a& well; a£ ^^at is 
going forward in $ome. My brother stiu} ne- 
phew, together with Rirfus> ^ctipna^ely sa- 
lute you. Fare^L 

Minturn^, Jap. the 25th. 

LETTER 

very assiduous in their applications to gain him ovqr tp their 
cause ; as they promised themselves great advantages from 
Jus accession. BuJ nooe^ however, appears, to have atten&df 
it: and he who in (JaesarTs camp had been. esteemed a very 
considerable officer, seemed to have lost all hj$ credit the 
iQoment he went Qvep* to Fompey's. 

lortis in, armis 

Ccesaris Labienus erat, nunc transfvga •oilis. 
Hirt. Bel. Gal. viii. 52. Ad. ML viii.A Luca&y. 345. 

, •Ciqero^as has been obsgryedjio ,^ formernotq, hfl§ pqjnjedi 
the character of Piso in the darkest and most odious colours. 
But satires and invectives are not generally the most faithful 
iqempirs : and it is evident, frpjn Piso's conduct upon this oc- 
, casion, that he was by np means what. our author represents 
him' iu one of his orations, portentum'ty paneftmw r&puhlkm; 
af leas.t if Caesar's measures were really mo?e unfavourable 
to Kberty than those of Pompey. See vol. l r p. 37 . rem. 2. ' 
3 .A town in Campania. This letter, in some of the Latin 
editions, bears date, in July, in others no month is, specified. 
But it was undoubtedly written in January : as it appears by 
a letter to Atticus, that Cicero's wife and daughter came to 
him at Forrniae on the 2d of February. Ad Att. vii. 18* 
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* LETTER IV. 

[A.U.704.] 

To the same. 

It well deserves consideration, whether it will 
be tnore prudent for yoU to continue in Rome, 
or to removeto some secure place within my 
department: and it is a consideration, my 
dearest creatures, in which your own judg- 
ments must assist mine. What occurs to my 
preserlt thoughts is this. On the one hand* as 
yon will probably find a safe protection 4 in Do- 
labella, your residing ill Rome may prove a mean 
ef Securing our house from being plundered ; 
should the soldiers be suffered to commit any 
violences of that kind. But, on the other, when 
I refldct that all the worthier part of the re- 
public have withdrawn themselves and their 
families from the city, I am inclined to advise 
you to follow their example, I must add, like^ 
wise, that there are several towns in this canton 
of Italy under my command, which are parti- 
cularly in our interest; as also, that great part 
©f 6\if &t£t£ ftes in the same district. If there- 
fore 

4 This epistle seems to have been a sort of duplicate of the 
former ; and though it is dated from a different place, it was 
probably written on the same day, and conveyed by some un- 
expected opportunity that occurred after he had dispatched 
the- foregoing, 

H4 
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fore you should remove hither, you may not 
only very frequently be with me; but whenever 
we shall be obliged to separate, you may be 
safely lodged at one or other of my farms. How- 
ever, I am utterly unable to determine, at pre- 
sent, which of these schemes is preferable : only, 
let me entreat you to observe what steps other 
ladies of your rank pursue in this conjuncture; 
and be cautious, likewise, that you be not pre- 
vented from retiring, should it prove your 
choice. In the mean time, I hope you will 
maturely deliberate upon this point between 
yourselves ; and take the opinion also of our 
friends. At all events, I desire you would di- 
rect Philotimus to procure a strong guard to 
defend our house: to which request I must 
add, that you would engage a proper number 
of regular couriers, in order to give me the sa- 
tisfaction of hearing from you every day. But, 
above all, let me conjure you both to take care 
of your healths as you wish to preserve mine. 
Farewel. 

Formia? 5 , the 25th. 

LETTER 

s A maritime city in Campania, not far from Minturne* 
the place from whence the preceding letter is dated. 
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LETTER V. 

[A. U. 704.] 

To Tiro. 

You will easily judge of our distress, when 
I tell you, that myself and every friend of the 
republic have abandoned Rome, and even our 
country, to all the cruel devastations of fire 
and sword. Our affairs, indeed, are in so des- 
perate a situation, that nothing less than the 
powerful interposition of some favourable di- 
vinity, or some happy turn of chance, can se- 
cure us from utter ruin. It has been the per- 
petual purpose of all my speeches, my votes, 
and my actions, ever since I returned to Rome, 
to preserve the public tranquillity. But an in- 
vincible rage for war had unaccountably seized 
not only the enemies, but even those who are 
esteemed the friends of the commonwealth : 
and it was in vain I remonstrated, that nothing 
was more to be dreaded than a civil war. Cae- 
sar, in the mean time, unmindful of his former 
character and honours, and driven, it should 
seem, by a sort of phrenzy, has taken posses- 
sion of Ariminum, Pisaurum, Ancona, and Ar- 
retum. In consequence of this, we have all de- 
serted the city : but how prudently, or how 

heroically, 
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heroically, it now avails not to examine 1 . 
Thus you see our wretched situation ! Caesar, 
however, has offered us the following condi- 
tions : in the first place, that Pompey shall re- 
tire to his government in Spain ; in the next, 
that the army we have raised shall be disbanded, 
and our garrisons evacuated. Upon these terms 
he promises to deliver up the farther Gaul into 
the hands of Domitius, and the nearer into 
those of Confidius Nonianus, the persons to 
whom these provinces have been respectively 
allotted. He farther engages to resign his right 
of suing for the consulship in his absence, ai*d 
is willing to return to Rome in order to appear 
as a candidate in the regular form*. We have 
accepted these propositions, provided he with* 

draw* 

- v So long as Caesar kept himself within the limits of his* 
province, Pompey treated his designs of invading Italy with 
the utmost cimtettpt : tot Casar had no sooner passed the* 
Rubicon, and possessed himself of those' several towns men- 
tioned' (n this letter, than it appeared that Fompey was ut- 
totrty ijftjr evaded to oppose mW# Accordingly, be with- 
drew from Rome into the more southern parts of Italy, with 
grear precipitation, it! ottiet, afc-bre ptirtefided, to assemble 
th4<teeq»s ia4tfease~ qparteiov But hb real Hitentfon- seem* 
to have, beeo to retreat gradually to Brundisium, and from, 
ttiewce to draw' tHe wa)r toseJGreee*. The probabte feasor* 
oithia conduct; will be explained ia a subsequent note. Sea 
rem. 4. on letter xjii.' of tmVbook, p, 130. Ad Att. vii. &. 

\ In the original \ti*$+pra>$entem trinundinum pttiturtm* 
Stariutius conjectures, ffom this expression, thafit was usu- 
al/ tup rod aim ttor names odtfare caodldatwta* tharae aratkee 
daysy at which time the candidates themselves, it is proba« 
Wa> we¥e required to be present. 
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d»ws his forces from the several towns above* 
mentioned, that the senate may securely assem- 
ble themselves at Rome, ip order tq pass a de- 
cree for tl^at purpose'. If he should think pro* 
per to comply with this proposal: there are 
l^ope? of peace ; not indeed of a very honoura-* 
t>te aw* as the terms are imposed upon us : yet 
amy tjiing is preferable tq our present circum- 
$ta$ces. But if he should refuse to stand to his 
wertore?, we are prepared for w engagement; 
b#p 3a engagement which Ca&w, after having 
inquired the general odium of retracting his 
own condition^ wUl scarce be able to sustain 4 . 
The only difficulty will be, to intercept his 
march tq Rome, And this we have a prospect 
of effecting, as< we have raised a very consider-* 
able body of troops : and we imagine that he 
urill scarce venture to advance, lest he should 
Ipse the two Gauls ; every part of those pxo- 
vinces,, excepting only the Transpadani, being 

utterly 

3 Trhe expression in. the text is somewhat ambiguous : ut 
sine ineiu deiis conditumbus, Roma senatus haberi possit. But 
the sense is determined by the following passage in a letter to 
AUicuft where, speaking of these proposals of Caesar, and" 
of the terms upon which they were accepted, he adds: id si 

fecisset (sc. Gaesar) responsum est ad urban nos redituros esse 
Surety per senatum confecturos. Ad Att. vii. 14. 

4 The favourable prospect which Cicero gives in this and 
the following passages of the senate's affairs, is so little con- 
sistent with the despondency he expresses in the former part 
of this letter, that one would be apt to suspect they were two 
distinct epistles, which some negligent transcriber had blend* 
ed together. 
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utterly averse to him. There, are, likewise, six 
of our legions from Spain, commanded by A- 
franius and Petreius, and supported by a very 
powerful body of auxiliaries, that lie in his rear. 
In short, if he should be so mad as to approach, 
there is great probability of his being defeated, if 
we can but preserve Rome from falling into his 
hands. It has given a very considerable blow to 
his cause, that Labienus, who had great credit 
in his army, refused to be an associate with him 
in his impious enterprize 5 . This illustrious per- 
son has not only deserted Caesar, hut joined him- 
self with us : and it is said that many others, of 
the same party, intend to follow his example. 

I have still under my protection all the coast 
that extends itself from Formiae. I did not choose 
to enter more deeply at present into the opposi- 
tion against Caesar, that myexhortations, in order 
to engage him to an accommodation, might be 
attended with the greater weight. If war, how- 
ever, must, after all, be our lot, it will be impossi- 
ble for me, I perceive, to decline the command 
of some part of our forces 6 . To this uneasy re- 
flection, I must add another: my son-inrlaw 
Dolabella has taken party with Caesar. 

I was 

5 See rem. 1. on let. 3. of this book, p. 101. 

* This, however, Cicero contrived to avoid : and though,, 
after much hesitation, he followed Pompey into Greece, be 
would accept of no command in his army > nor was be present 
at any engagement. 
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I was willing to give you this general infor- 
mation of public affairs : but suffer it not, I 
charge you, to make impressions upon your 
mind, to the disadvantage of ybur health. I 
have strongly recommended you to Aulus 
Varro, whose disposition to serve you, as well 
as whose particular friendship to myself, I have 
thoroughly experienced. I have entreated him 
to be careful both of your health and of your 
voyage, and, in a word, to receive you entirely 
under his protection. I havefull confidence that 
he will comply with my request, as he gave me 
his promise for that purpose in the most oblig- 
ing manner. 

As I could not enjoy the satisfaction of your 
company at a season when I most wanted your 
faithful services, I beg you would not now 
hasten your return, nor undertake your voyage 
either during the winter, or before you are per- 
fectly recovered, for, be assured, I shall not 
think I see you too late, if I see you safe and 
well I have heard nothing of you since the 
letter I received by Marcus Volusius : but, in- 
deed, I do not wonder at it, as I imagine the 
severity of the winter has likewise prevented 
my letters from reaching your hands. Take 
care of yourself, I conjure you, and do not sail 
till your health and the season shall be favour- 
able. 
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able. My son is at Formiee : but Terentia fcnd 
Tullia arc still at Home. FareweL 

Capua, January the 29th. 

LETTER VI. 

[A. U. 7D4.] 
QUINTUS ClCEEO 7 tO TlftO. 

You e ill state of health occasions us great 
uneasiness, for though we have the satisfaction 
to hear that it is not attended with any danger- 
ous symptoms, yet we are informed that your 
cure must be the work of time. But we can- 
not think, without much concern, of being 
longer separated from one whose agreeable com- 
pany 

7 The brother of our author. Quinttts Cicero, after hav- 
ing passed through the office of praetor, in the year of Rome 
6^% was elected governor of Asia, where he pt-esrdett three 
years, with little credit. He distinguished himself in Gaul, 
as one of Caesar's lieutenants ; hut at the breaking out of 
the civil war, he followed the fortune of Pompey. However, 
after the battle of Pharsalia, he made his peace with Caesar, 
and returned into Italy. He appears to have been of an 
haughty, imperious, petulant temper, and, in eVefy view of 
his character, altogether unamiable. But what gives it- a 
cast of peculiar darkness, is his conduct towards Cicero, 
whom he endeavoured to prejudice in the opinion of Caesar, 
at a time when they were both the supplicants of his cle- 
mency. This, as far as can be collected from the letters to 
Atticas, was an instance of the basest and most aggravated 
ingratitude : for, whatever Cicero's failings might be in other 
respects, he seems to have had none with regafd to Quintal 
but that of loving him with a tenderness he ill deserved. Ad 
ML i. 15. vi. 6. xi. 8. 
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pany we learn to value by the regret we feel at 
his absence. Ho woven, notwithstanding 1 wish 
most earnestly to see you, yet I conjure you not 
to undertake so long a voyage till the season and 
your, health, sjurtj tender it safe. A tender con- 
stitution can ill defend itself against the severity 
^f the weathqr, even whew sheltered under the 
cpvert o£a warm roof ; much, less when, exposed 
tp aU ; the inctemeflcies both of sea and land 

Foes to the weak are chilling blasts severe ? 

a$ Euripidea* assures u&. What credit you may 
give to that divine poet, I know not;, but for 
myself, I look upon his verses as so many indu- 
bitable maxims* In short, if you have any value 
for me, endeavour the re-establishment of your 
health, that you may as soon as: possible return 
to us perfectly recovered. Farewel; and con- 
tinue to loye.met — My son salutes you, 

LETTER 

* A cel*bf«te4 Greek dramatic poet,, whose death is said 
io have been occasioned by excessive joy for having obtained 
the poetic prase at the Oly«p tc games* Hfeifou risked Jatout 
4QP year,* jbeioie the Christian »rsu 
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LETTER VIL 

[A. U. 704.] 

Marcus C(elius to Ci/cero. 

Was there ever a more absurd mortal than 
your friend Pompey, to act in so trifling a man- 
ner, after having raised such terrible commo- 
tions ? Let me ask, on the other hand, whether 
you ever heard or read of a general, more un- 
daunted in action, or more generous in victory, 
than our illustrious Caesar? Look upon his 
troops, my friend, and tell me whether one 
would not imagine, by the gaiety of their coun- - 
tenances, that instead of having fought their 
way through the severest climates in the most 
inclement season, they had been regaling them- 
selves in all the delicacies of ease and plenty ! 
And now, will you not think that I am immo- 
derately elated ? The truth of it is, if you knew . 
the disquietude of my heart, you would laugh 
at me for thus glorying in advantages in which 
I have no share. But I cannot explain this to 
you till we meet, which I hope will be very spee- 
dily. For it was Caesar's intention to order me 
to Rome, as soon as he should have driven, 
Pompey out of Italy : and this I imagine he 
1 has 
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has already effected, unless the latter should 
choose to suffer a blockade in Brundteitun* . 
. My principal reason for wishing to. be at 
Rome/ is, in order to pour forth the fulness of 
my heart before you ; for full, believe me, it is. 
And yet the joy of seeing you, may, perhaps, 
make me, as usual, forget all my complaints, 
and banish from my thoughts whatever I in- 
tended to say. In the ntean while, I am oblig- 
ed (as a punishment, I suppose, for my sins) 
to march back towards th« Alps. I am indebted 
for this agreeable expedition to a foolish insur- 
rection of the Intemelii\ Bellienus, whose 
mother was a slave in the family of Demetrius, 
and who commands the garrison there, was 
bribed by the opposite faction to seize and 
strangle a certain nobleman of that place, called 
Domitiu3> a person connected with Csesar by 
1 the rites of hospitality*. The qitizens, in resent- 
• i , t * : ment 

*The inhabitants of Iritemelium : a maritime city in 
Liguria, ^ow called Vintim'iglia, in the territories of Genoa. 

t 3 Hospitality was considered,' from the earliest ages, as 
m the number of the primary social duties. The *acred 
historian has recorded a remarkable instance of this kind, in 
the story of Lot, who would rather have sacrificed his own 
daughters to the flagitious demands of his infamous fellow- 
citizens, than give up the supposed travellers whom he had 
invited ro rest under the shadow of his roof. Agreeably to this 
Eastern practice, Homer frequently inculcates the maxim, 
that strangers are to be received as guests from heaven : 
ftps yaj A*o* ««y Saswflis „ 
Btiyoi* * , . 

Vol. II. I 
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« 

matt ofjfchis outrage; have taken up ana*, and 
I have the mortification to be commanded to 
jmarch, thither rthroughia deep snow, with four 
.cohorts, . m order to quell them. Supply the 
.Domitii jure . a . curse wherever i thsjr joxkt. I 
.wish, at least, th^t our heavjpurlde»ceiidefl 4 
chief had acted like this other* of -mqrahumble 

lineage, 

.And Horace mentions Jhe -hoapita^le c<mrect*>n, ajnojjg 
those of nearest and most tender regard : 

Quo sit amort pane**, quo f rater amandusdr'hospes. 

: It .will appear by several . passage : Jo vtke following letters, 
that this generous virtue subsisted among the Romany, wheji 
every other was almost utterly extinct. 'The custom, indeed, 
of receving stingers was ib-gWlrfty^* 01 *^ SfcKtTa- 
vellers were scarce .ever reduced to the necessity of- faking 
up their : lodgings at aninni* ^hose who were thus enter- 
tained, or yfhqe^er€4&ed>the k fame;riles l of jh^ugiaQity/toBiwtfs 

, others, were called hosptfes : and they mutually exchanged 
certain tokens whfeb were termed tfMeraJiospitQMtatis. ^Taese 
were preserved in. { familjes,,Ajui cai*fu%.^af)SB4{t*i(f9|n 
father to son, as memorials and pledges of the same go^d 
.offices .between tlieir descendants. Gen. ici*. <Hom4r. 
Odyss. xiv. 2Q7. Mor. 4rt. Poet. 313. 

4 Caesar affected to be thought a descendant from iEneas, 
who, it is well known, was supposed to have received his 
birth from Venus. Accordingly, in allusion to fbi* ^tend- 
ed divinity gf his lineage, he always, wore. a ring, on which 
was engraven the .figure, of that goddess, and with which he 
used to seal his most important dispatches. The prqpaga- 
ting a belief of this kiad, must necessarily have .proved of 
singular service to Caesar's purposes ; as it iropr^ed a pe- 
culiar veneration of his person upon the minds of the popu- 
lace. A ntnon y ver y successfully made use of it to instigate 
them against the conspirators, when he reminded them, in t^e 
funeral oration which ,he . sppke oyer Caesar's. body, th*t Jie 
derived his origin on ope side from the ancient kings of Italy, 
and on the other from the immortal gods. Suet, tn vit. Jul. 
6. Dw. xiiv. p. 235. 25J>. 

5 Bellienus, commander of the garrison a^Jntemeyum ; 

' > * and 
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lineage, and had treated Domitlus, at Corfi- 
aiuni 6 , in the saijae manner tjiat his namesake 
has been treated at Integrum. I salute your 
ion. FareweL 



JITTER Vlll 

£A.tf.«Hj 
To JlBO* 

X shall think myself indebted to you for all 
,that I most value, whenever you give jne the 
satisfaction of seeing you perfectly recovered. 
In the mean time, I am in the utmost impati- 
ence for the return of Menander, whom I lately 
.dispatched with £ letter to you, I coqjure you, 
if you have .any affeqtion for me, to take care 
of your health, and let me see you as soon as it 
shall be .thoroughly re-established. FareweJ. 

April the lOi\u 

LETTEK 

^odj^d, a* appears /tow tfais Utter, was the jo a Qfa.&male 

* Doimtius'Enotiarbas, a little before the date of this let* 
ilw, yiM£ {besieged, hi Carfniwa, by fksar, tu yibam he 
pi|5{at length pbligedto surrender the town. C»$ar treated 
tiini with great generosity, and not. only gave him his liberty, 
-bftt wlQrjed | hipn a«uffi uf.motjey wM<JQ he bad lodged jn 
the public, treasury of tbe city. Some Account of the oqca- 
*ion of this inveterate enmity which Ccelius expresses, towards 
©omuvus, ro^y he §e#n in the 15th let pf the preceding book, 
p. 55. Gw. <fe &/. Civil, i. 23. 

12 
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LETTER IX. 

[A. U. T04/J 

To the same. 

Menander returned a day later than I ex* 
pected, which caused me to pass a miserable 
night, in the most disquieting apprehensions. 
But though your letter did not remove my un- 
certainty as to your health, it, in some mea- 
sure, however, dispelled the gloom which had 
overcast my mind, as it was an evidence, at 
least, that you were still in being. 

I have bidden adieu to all my literary amuse- 
ments of every kind ; nor shall I be capable of 
resuming them again till I see you here. Mean- 
while, I desire you would give orders that your 
physician's demands may be satisfied; for which 
purpose I have, likewise, written to Curius. The 
former, I am told, attributes your distemper to 
that anxiety which I hear you indulge. But, 
if you have any regard for me, awaken in your 
breast that manly spirit of philosophy, for which 
I so tenderly love and value you. It is impos- 
sible you should recover your health, if you do 
not preserve your spirits, and I entreat you to 
k£ep them up, for my sake a* well as your own. 
I desire you, likewise, to retain Acaptus, that 

you 
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you may be the more conveniently attended. 
In a word, my Tiro, preserve yourself for me. 
Remember the time, for the performance of 
pay promise 7 is approaching ; but, if you return 
to Italy before the day I fixed for that purpose, 
J will execute it immediately. Again and again 
I bid you farewel 

LETTER X. 

[A.U.704.] 

• To the same. 

.aEgtpta returned hither on the 12th of 
April But, though he assured me that you had 
lost your fever, and were much mended, it 
gave me great uneasiness to find, that you were 
not yet able to write ; and the more so, as Her- 
mia, whom I expected the same day, is not 
yet arrived. The concern I feel on account of 
your health is beyond all belief. Free me from 
this disquietude, I conjure you, and, in return, 
I will ease you of all yours. 1 would write a 
longer letter, if I thought you were in a dispo- 
sition to read one. I will, therefore, only add 
my request, that you would employ that excel- 
lent 

7 The commentators suppose, with great probability, that 
this alludes to a promise which Cicero had made to Tiro, of 
giving him his freedom* 

I 3 
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Ittit trfidersteirfittg for tfftfeft I *6 gr«#ty &~ 
t&tn yoti, iti studying *hAt rfieifto6<te ttray b&t 
pi ei&ve you both to y6urte!# atid toe. I repeat 
It agim aftd dgkini takd eatti of ydu^ health. 
f*arettel. ' :.■.-. 

Sifidfe f Wtete tfe &1MW, Hertriii i* aftlvfclL 
He delivered your letter to me, Which fc *f ritttu,. 
I perceive, with a very unsteady hand. How- 
ever, I cannot wolxder at it, ifter so severe an 
illness. I dispatch ^gypta with this ; and, a& 
he is a good-natured fellow, and seems to have 
an affectioh for you, I dfesfre you would keep 
bim to attend you* He is accompanied With 
i, c6ok, whom I have* likewise, sent for your 
use. Farewell* . , 

LEWER XI. 

[JLJj.fU.} 
Quintus Cicero to the same\ 

I have stirongly feprofcehfed yott in »y <Wrtt 
mind, for suffering a' second pkeket to CMnfc 
away without inclosing a letter to me. Alt 
your own rhetoric will be insufficifefit ta fcWft 
the punishment you have intfutffccl by this mi- 
kind 

a The time when thffe tetfCr tfa& bitten is altogether un- 
certain, and it is placed under the present year, noi betalMto 
there is any good reason for il, but because titer* is ntifl* 
against it. 
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kind' neglect; and you mast have recourse to 
some elaborate production of 7 yofcr patron's 
eloquence^ ta appease my wrath. Though I 
dodb* whether even his oratory will be able to 
persuade me that yon have not 1 been guilty of 
a very unpardonable omission. I reukember it 
was <a> custom of my mother, to put a seat upon 
her empty casks; in order, if any ofher liquors 
should itt purloined; that the servants might 
notpi«t*nd the vessel hiad been exhausted be- 
forei In ' the same maimer you sh uld write to 
me y thtMlghyou have nothing t6 say, that your 
empty tetters may be a proof, at least, that you 
wcwldf not defraud l mc» of what I value. I va- 
lue' all, indeed* that come from you, as the 
very sincere and agreeable dictates* of your 
heart* F&rewel, and continue to love me. 

* 
LETTER XII. _ 

[A. 17,704,] 

To Sebvius-Sulpicius 1 . 

I iWM informed, by a letter from my friend 
Trebatius, that you lately enquired after me, 
and expressed* at the same time> much concern* 

that 

1 Servius Sulpiciua Rufu* wa* descended from one of the 

noblest and most considerable families in Rome ; several of 

his ancestors having borne the highest offices and honours of 

the republic* He was elected to the consular dignity in the 

I 4 year 
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that your indisposition had prevented you from 
seeing me when I was in the suburbs of Rome* 
To which he adds, that you are desirous, if I 
should approach the city, of having a confe- 
rence with me, in order to deliberate in what 
manner it becomes us to act in this critical sea* 
son. I sincerely wish it had been in our power 
to have conferred together, ere our affairs were 
utterly ruined, as I am persuaded we might 
have contributed somewhat to the support of our 
declining constitution. For, as you had long 
foreseen these public calamities, so I had the plea- 
sure to hear, whilst I was in Cilicsa, that both 
during your consulate, and afterwards, you al- 
ways stood forth an advocate for the peace of our 
country*, ^ut, though I totally concurred with 
you in these sentiments ; yet, upon my return to 
Rome, it was too late to enforce them. I was, in- 
deed, wholly unsupported in my opinion, and not 
only found myself among a set of men who were 

madly 

year of Rome 702; to which his emrnent skill in the law 
principally contributed. Suet, in int. TiberH. Dio. xli. p. 
J48. See rem. 6. on let*. \. B. ix. 

*Sulpicius was well aware, that the recalling Caesar from 
.hisgovernment in Gaul before the expiration of the time for 
which it was granted him, together with the refusing him the 
privilege, which he bad obtained by an express law, of suing 
tor tjie consulate in his absence, would inevitably draw on a 
cfvil war, And, accordingly, he exerted himself with great 
zeal in opposing his colleague, Marcus Claudius Matcellus, 
in the several attempts which he made for that purpose. . Pwt. 
vbi sup.. 
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madly inflamed with a thirst of war, but was 
considered, likewise, as one who, by a long ab- 
sence, was utterly unacquainted with the true 
state of the commonwealth. But though it 
seems in vain to hope that our united counsels 
.can now avail the republic, yet, if they can in 
any degree advantage ourselves, there is no 
man with whom I should more willingly con- 
fer/ Not, indeed, with any view of securing 
the leastr part of our former dignities, but to 
consider in what manner we may most wor- 
thily deplore their loss : for I well know that 
your mind is amply stored with those examples 
of the great, and those maxims of the wise, 
which ought to guidie and animate our con- 
duct in this important conjuncture. 

I should have told you before now, that your 
presence in the senate, or, to speak more pro- 
perly, in the convention of senator*', would be 
altogether ineffectual, if I had not been appre- 
hensive of giving offence to that person who 
endeavoured, by instancing your example, to 
persuade me to join them. I veiy plainly as- 
sured him, however, when he applied to me for 

this 

3 The meeting of the senate, to which Cicero alludes, was 
held in Rome, after Fohnpey had deserted Italy. Cicero 
calls it" a convention of senators/' as not admitting the le- 
gality of its assembling ; both the consuls, together with the 
principal magistrates of the republic, having withdrawn 
themselves, together with Pompey, into Greece. 
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this purpose, that if I- went to dW'S8Bit&, I- 
sfroiiM declare the same* opinion cowemrittg' 
peace, and* his expedition' into Spain* whitflp 
you had ( already delivered a* youis 4 : 

Theflkme^ of war, yow see, hswre spread) 
themselves thtoughout the wliote'RtotaHn dcr- 
minicms; aivd aWthcr world Ha?r« tak€ftt J uparmtf 
under our respective chiefs. Itome, iior / fl» 
mean time, d&stittiteof all' rule ormagisti-acy^ 
of all justice or control, is } wretchedly' atlaa^ 
demed to' the dreadful 1 inwtfdfe of napine and* 
devastation. In this general anarchy and: ce*N- 
fusion; I know not what to ets?pect : I scarce 
know even what to wish; But, notwithstefld^ 
ingl had* determined* to retire to a* farther dis- 
tance from Rome, (as, indeed- 1 cannot evetf 
hear it named without reluct&ncfcQ yet 1 1 1 pay 
ao great a regard to your judgment; that* if* 
you think any advantage may arise from our 
interview, I { am willing to return. In the mean 

time», 

4 Cicero had an interview with Cte*ar; in the return "of the^ 
latter from Brundisiute, after Pompey had abandoned thai 
city, and fled into Greece* Caesar laboured to prevail with 
our author to return to Rome^ and take his seat in the senate; 
But Cicero acted upon this occasion with a spirit, which we 
cannot but regret should have ever deserted him. He de- 
clared he would not. attend the? senate, but uptto the: terms 
of being at full liberty to deliver hia sentiments, which: he ' 
confessed were utterly against carrying the war intO' Spain, ^ 
and altogether in favour of peace, Caesar as plainly assured 
him, that this was what be could not suffer ; and recommend- 
ing it to him to think better of the matter, the conference J 

ended ; 
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time, I have requested Trebatius to receive 
yotrr commands, if you should be desirous of 
Communicating any to me by his mouth. I 
should be glad, indeed, that you would employ 
either htm, or any other of your friend* whom 
you Can trust upon this occasion, as I would 
not lay you under the necessity of going out 
of Rome, or be myself obliged to advance 
much nearer to it. Perhaps I attribute too 
much to my own judgment, though I am sure 
I do not to yours, when I add, that I am per- 
suaded the world will approve whatever mea- 
sures w i e shall agree upon. Farewel. 

LETTER XIII. 

[A. U. 704.] 

Marcus Ccelius, to Cicero.- 

The melancholy cast of your letter affects me 
with the deepest c#ucern ; and though you do 
not declare your intentions in direct and ex- 
plicit terms, yet you leave me no room to 
doubt of what kind they are 5 . I thus in- 
stantly, therefore, take up my pen, in order to 
conjure you^ my dear friend, by the tenderness 
you bear to your children, and by all that is 

most 

ended : " very tittle," says Cicero, " to the satisfaction of 
" Csssar, and very much to my own/' Ad AtU ix. 18. 

5 That Cicero had formed a resolution of following Pom* 
pey into Greece. 
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most valuable in your esteem, not to resolve 
upon any measures so totally inconsistent with 
your true welfare. Heaven and earth will be 
my witness, that I have offered you no advice, 
nor sent you any prophetic admonitions which 
1 had not well and maturely considered. It 
was not, indeed, till after I had an interview 
with Caesar, and had fully discovered his sen- 
timents, that I informed you in what manner 
he would most assuredly employ his victory. 
If you imagine he will be as easy in pardoning 
his enemies, as he was reasonable in offering 
them terms of accommodation, believe me, you 
will find that you have made a very erroneous 
calculation. His heart and his expressions breathe 
the severest resentment; and he left Rome* 
highly incensed both against the senate and 
tribunes 6 . In plain truth, he is by no means 

in 

6 Csesar, upon his return to gome, after the siege of 
Brundisium, proposed to the senate that an embassy should 
be sent to Poropey, with proposals of peace. This the house 
agreed to : but when the question was moved concerning the 
persons to be appointed" for this purpose, none oft the mem- 
bers would undertake that commission, Caesar endeavoured, 
likewise) to procure a law for granting him the money in the 
public treasury, in order to carry on the war against Pom- 
pey. But Met el I us, the tribune, interposing his negative, 
Caesar obtained bis purpose by a shorter method v For 
breaking open the temple of Saturn, in which this money 
was -preserved, he first plundered bis country of her patri- 
mony, (says Florus) and then of her liberty. Jiaving. thus 
possessed himself of an immense wealth, he immediately 
set out upon his expedition against Afranius nnd Petreius, 
the lieutenants of Pompey in Spain, Cm. BeL Civil, i, 33 N 
J)io. xli. Flor. iv. 2, 
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in a disposition to shew the least favour to hit 
adversaries. If you have any tenderness, there- 
fore, to yourself, to your son, or to your family 
in general; if either my friendship, or the alli- 
ance of that worthy man who has married 7 
your daughter, can give us a claim to some 
influence over you, let me conjure you not to 
disconcert the measures we have taken to pre- 
serve our fortunes, nor lay us under the miser- 
able alternative of either abandoning a cause 
upon which our own safety depends, or of im- 
piously wishing well to one which must neces- 
sarily be inconsistent with yours. Consider, 
you have already disgusted Pompey, by this 
your delay in joining him ; and would it not be 
utterly impolitic, after having so cautiously 
avoided giving offence to Caesar, when his af- 
fairs were yet doubtful, to declare against him 
now that they are attended with such uncom- 
mon success? Would it not be the highest 
indiscretion to join with those who are fleeing 
before his troops, after having refused to act 
in concert with them, when they seemed in- 
clined to resist? In fine, my friend, let me 
entreat you, whilst you are endeavouring to 
escape the imputation of being deficient in pa- 
■ triotism, to be careful lest you incur the cen- 
sure of being deficient in prudence. But, af- 
ter 
7 Polabella, 
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ter aJl, if I cannot wholly dissuade yo*i Stem 
yourjesolution, suffer me at least to prevail 
with you tocsufpend the execution of it till .the 
event of our expedition into Spain; which. I 
. shall venture, however, to assure you, will moat 
certainly fall into our hands upon the very 
first appearance of Caesar's troops. And wjhtit 
hopes the opposite party can possibly ente#a» 
after the loss of that province, I am perfectly 
unable to discover. As far, likewise, is it 'be- 
yond my ^penetration, what motive can indue* 
you to join with those^whose affairs are thue 
.evidently desperate. This design, which you 
so obscurely intimated in your letter, had 
reached the knowledge of C^sar : and tbe%^t 
t&ing he said, after the usual salutations had 
.passed between us # .^as to inform me of wha£ 
t he had heard conoerniqg you* I professed !»#- 
4*clf entirely ignorant that you had any such 
thoughts: but if you had, I said, it wa^my 
request that he would write to you m s»sh 
terms as might most. probablyprevaU with yoj&tp 
renounce them- I have received his commands 
to attend him into Spain; otherwise, I would 
instantly have come to you, wherever you had 
been, in order to have pressed these reasons 
upon you in person, and, indeed, to have re- 
tained you in. Italy by absolute forqe. ^Consi- 
der well your scheme, my dear Cicero, Sre you 

carry 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Bf>*K yji Of CICERO- : ;1£7 

i&%ty it toto ^Keoutioq, lest fm pfolmately, 
j^ against all rempitetraiteea, involve both 
gwimelf «ld yjaw J5amily i»ttttor ftwl irrfijcpwr- 
skk m** iBttt tf jypu Me affacted by the re- 
fftMithw Pf those Who style ,thai*elvcs |»- 
trxkU, tQt tcamwt submit ,tp the ,& witness :of the 
iiaspteftce of jsowe in the t qpj>o«ite ;party, kt me 
civile yew to rjefamt iiUp.njBftifiraJ city, tiil 
^ur tfpiteaite ah»U <be derided. This will be 
<ac¥&g ^lith^mdwce^fhiicb J ca»not bust own 
<to<he a toud^hte OT^, a*vl which Cfcaar, I am 
#ure, will % :bp m<m&. dympprove. FareweL 

LETTER XIV. 

I ftaoiu xx>'h*^bee3e»tremely affected by your 
letter, ifrearanibad not banished frommy heart 
-aU its disquietudes, and despair xif seeing bet- 
ter days 'had notiojigspttce hardened it against 
*ve*y ^new ktipressicmo^grief. Yet strong as I 
must ackwowledge^nydespondcacy to be, I am 
act sensible, however, that I said any thing in 
-my lafft which could justly mise the suspicion 
you fcave eonoeived. What more did my letter 
contain than general expressions of dissatisfac- 
tion at thesad-prospect'of our affairs ? a-prosj>ect 
which jcAWMttyMxely, suggest to your own mind 
less jjloQlmy apprehensions th?m it presents to 

mine. 
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mine. For I am too well persuaded of theforceof 
your penetration, to imagine that my jugdment 
can discover consequences which lie concealed 
from yours. But I am surprised that you, who 
ought to know me perfectly well, should be- 
lieve me capable of acting with so little policy 
as to abandon a rising fortune, for one in its 
decline, at least, if not utterly fallen ; or so va- 
riable as not only to destroy at once all the in- 
terest I have established with Caesar, but to 
deviate even from myself, by engaging at last 
in a civil war, which it has hitherto been my 
determined maxim to avoid. Where, then, did 
you discover those unhappy "resolutions you 
impute to me ? Perhaps you collected them 
from what I said of secluding myself in some 
sequestered solitude. And, indeed, you are sen- 
sible how ill I can submit, I do not say to en- 
dure, but even to be a witness of the insolen- 
cies of the successful party ; a sentiment, my 
friend, which once, I am sure, was yours no 
less than mine. But in vain would I retire, 
whilst I preserve the title* with which I am at 
present distinguished, and continue to be at- 
tended with thisembarrassing parade of lictors*. 

Were 

* That oilmperator. See the first rem. on the first let. 
of B. i. 

* The lictors were a*ort of beadles, who- carried the en- 
signs of magistracy before the consuls, proconsuls, and other 
supreme officers of the state. These lictors continued to at- 
tend 
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Were I eased of this troublesome honour, there 
is no part of Italy so obscure, in which I should 
not be well contented to hide myself. Yet these 
my laurels, unwelcome as they are to myself, 
are the object both of the envy and the raillery 
of my malevolent enemies*. Nevertheless, un- 
der all these temptations of withdrawing from 
so disgusting a scene, I never once entertained 
a thought of leaving Italy without the previous 
approbation of yourself and some others. But 
you know the situation of my several villas ; 
and as it is among these I am obliged to di- 
vide my time, that I may not incommode* my 
friends, the preference I give to those which 
stand on the sea coast, has raised a suspicion, 
that I am meditating a flight into Greece. If 
peace, indeed, were to be found in that country, 
I should not, perhaps, be unwilling to under* 

take 

tend the proconsul after his return from his government, if 
he aspired (as Cicero did) to the honour of a triumph, 

* Cicero undoubtedly "gate, -upon this occasion, but too 
much colour to the censure of bis enemies : for it could no* 
but have a very strange appearance, that he should preserve 
the thoughts of a triumph, at a time when his country was 
bleeding with a civil war. But as he was extremely ambi- 
tious of this honour, he was equally unwilling to renounce 
it ; still, flattering himself, perhaps, that some accommoda- 
tion between Caesar and Pompey would afford him an oppor- 
tunity of enjoying what he so strongly desired. 

2 That is, by continuing in the suburbs of Rome; where, 
as he had no house of his own, he must necessarily be a 
guest to some of his friends. For he could not enter the city 
without relinquishing bis claim to a triumph. 

' Vol. II. K 
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take the voyage : but to enter upon it in order 
to engage in a war, would be altogether incon- 
sistent, surely, with my principles and charac- 
ter ; especially as it would be taking up arms, 
not only against a man who, I hope, is per- 
fectly well satisfied with my conduct, but in fa- 
vour of one whom it is now impossible I should 
ever render so. In a word, as I made no secret 
to you, when you met me at my Cuman villa, 
of the conversation which had passed between 
Ampius and myself, you could not be at a loss 
to guess my sentiments upon this head : and, 
indeed, you plainly saw how utterly averse I 
was to the scheme of Pom pey's deserting Rome* 
Did I not then affirm, that there was nothing I 
would not suffer, rather than be induced to fol- 
low the civil war beyond the limits of Italy 4 ? 

And 

* Cicero perpetually condemns the conduct of Pompey, 
in first retiring from Rome, and afterwards removing the seat 
of war out of Italy. But with regard to the former, it ap- 
pears, even from our author himself, that it was attended 
with a very good effect, and which Pompey, it is probable, 
bad in view when he resolved upon that measure. For it 
raised a more general indignation against Caesar to Fee Pom- 
pey thus fleeing before him, and rendering the people more 
averse from favouring his cause. Fugkns Pompeius mirabi- 
liter homines movet. Quid quarts ? alia causa facta est : nihil 
jam conccdendum putant C assart. Ad Att. vii. 11. And as 
to Pompey's leaving Italy, be seems, as far as can be judged 
at this distance of time, to have acted upon a very rational 
plan. Pompey's forces were much inferior to Caesar's : and 
even the few troops which he bad, were such as he could by 
no means depend upon. As he was master of a very consi- 
derable fleet, there was great probability of bis being able to 
prevent Caesar from following him into Greece : at the same 

time 
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And has any event since happened, that could 
give me just reason of changing my sentiments ? 
On the contrary, has not every circumstance 
concurred to fix me in them 5 ? 

Be assured, (and I am well persuaded it is 
what you already believe) that the single aim 
of my actions in these our public calamities, 
has been to convince the world, that my great 
and earnest desire was to preserve the peace of 
our country ; and when this could no longer 
be hoped, that there was nothing I wished 
more, than to avoid taking any part in the civil 

war. 

time that Afranius and Petreius were in the rear, of Caesar, 
with an array composed of approved and veteran forces. 
Italy was supplied with corn from the eastern provinces, espe- 
cially from Egypt; which Pompey was in hopes of cutting 
off by means of bis fleet. These provinces, together with the 
neighbouring kings* were likewise greatly in his interest: and 
he bad reason to expect very large subsidies from them, both 
of men and money. Perhaps, therefore, when these several 
circumstances shall be duly weighed, it will not appear that 
Pompey determined injudiciously, when he resolved to cross 
the Adriatic. Ad Att. vii. 13. ix. 9. x. 8. £>io, xli. p. 158. 
5 Notwithstanding Cicero's strong assertions that he had 
no thoughts of joining Pompey, he bad actually determined 
to do so a few days before be received the preceding letter 
from Coelius : as appears by an epistle to Atticus, wherein 
he expressly tells him, that he was only waiting for a fair 
wind. But before he wrote the present letter, he had re- . 
ceived some news not altogether favourable to Pompey's party: 
in consequence of which he renounced his former design, and 
was now determined (though he does not think proper to own 
it in this letter) to retire to Malta, as a neutral island. This 
resolution, however, he soon afterwards rejected, and re- 
sumed his first intentions of following Pompey into Gre co. 
And this scheme he at length executed. Ad Att, x. S. 9* 
See rem. 4. p. 141. of this vol. 

•■ K2 ' 
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war. And I shall never, I trust, have reason 
to repent of firmly persevering in these senti- 
ments. It was the frequent boast, I remember, 
of my friend Hortensius, that he had never 
taken up arms in any of our civil dissent ions. 
But 1 may glory in the same honest neutrality, 
with a much hetter grace t 4 for that of Horten~ 
siua was suspected to have arisen from the ti> 
nudity of his temper ; whereas mine, I think, 
cannot be imputed to any motive of that un- 
worthy kind. Nor am I in the least terrified 
by those considerations, with which you sa 
faithfully and affectionately endeavour to alarm 
my fears. The truth of it is, there is no cala- 
mity so severe, to which we are not all of us, 
it should seem, in this universal anarchy and 
confusion, equally and unavoidably exposed, 
But if I could have averted th^ dreadful, storm 
from the republic, at the expence of my own 
private and domestic enjoyments, even of those, 
my friend, which you so emphatically recom- 
mend to my care, I should most willingly have 
made the sacrifice. As to my son, (who I re- 
joice to find has a share in your concern) I 
shall leave him a sufficient patrimony in that 
honour with which my name will be remenw 
bered, so long as the republic shall subsist: and 
if it be destroyed, I shall have the consolation 
at least to reflect, that he will suffer nothing 

more 



Digi^izedbyd' 



BookVU. of CICERO. isa 

more than ttmat be the common lot of every 
Roman. With regard to that clear and excel- 
lent young man my son-in-law, whose welfare 
you entreat me to consider; can you once doubt, 
knowing as you perfectly do the tenderness I 
bear, not only for him, but for TuHi^ that I am 
infinitely anxious upon his account ! I am the 
more so indeed, as it was my single consolation* 
amidst these general distractions, that they 
might possibly prove a means of protecting him 
from those inconveniences in which his too ge* 
nerous spirit had unhappily involved him 6 . How 
much he suffered from them, during the time he 
continued in Rome, as well as how little that 
circumstance was to my credit, are points which 
I choose to leave to your enquiry. 

Affairs in Spain, I doubt not, will terminate 
in the manner you mention. But I neither wait 
the event of them in order to determine my con* 

# duct; 

* It should teem, by this passage, that Dolabella, who 
had contracted very considerable debts, was at this time tin* 
der some difficulties from his creditors : from whom Cicero 
flattered himself that Caesar's power would have protected 
him. Some commentators, however, instead of liber alii at e f 
adopted in this translation, read libertate; and suppose that 
Cicero alludes to the prosecution in which Dolabella had 
been engaged against A ppi us: of which a detail has been 
given in the preceding remarks. But whichever be the true 
word, the sentiment is observable. For surely it was utterly 
unworthy of Cicero, to find the least consolation amidst the 
calamities of bis country, in the hope that they might prove 
a screen to Dolabella, either from, the justice of his creditors* 
e^r the inalice of. his enemies. 

K3 
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duct 7 ; nor am I acting, in any other fespect, 
with the least artifice. If the republic should 
be preserved, I shall certainly hold my rank in 
it : but if it should be subverted, you yourself, 
I dare say, will join me in my intended soli- 
tude. But this latter supposition is, perhaps, 
the vain and groundless surmise of a disturbed 
imagination ; and affairs, after all, may take a 
happier turn than I am apt to presage. I re- 
member the despondency which prevailed in my 
earlier days, amongst our patriots of more ad- 
vanced years 8 : possibly my present apprehen- 
sions may be of the same cast, and no other 
than the effect of a common weakness incident 
to old age. Heaven grant they may prove so ! 
And yet you have heard, I suppose, that a robe 
of magistracy is in the looms for Oppius ; and 
that Curtius has hopes of being invested with the 
double-dyed purple 9 ; but the principal work- 
man, 

7 The contrary of this was the truth : for Cicero was, at 
this time, determined to wait the event of Caesar's expedition 
•gainst the lieutenants of Pompey in Spain. And for this 
purpose he had thoughts of retiring to Malta: Mditum, opi- 
nor, copessamus (says he to At tic us) dum quid in Hispania. 
Ad Att. x. 9. 

8 This alludes to the contentions between Sylla and Ma- 
rius ; which, notwithstanding the probability of their termi- 
nating in the total subversion of the constitution, the republic 
however survived. 

9 Oppius and Curtius were persons who probably had dis- 
tinguished themselves in no other manner than as being the 
servile instruments of Caesar's ambition.. The former, how- 
ever, appears to have been in high credit during Caesar's 

usurpation . 
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man, it seems, somewhat delays him 10 . I throw- 
in this little pleasantry, to let you see that I 
can smile in the midst of my indignation. 

Let me advise you to enter into the affair 
which I formerly mentioned concerning Dola- 
beila, with the same warmth as if it were your 
own. I have only to add, that you may depend 
upon it, I shall take no hasty or inconsiderate 
measures. But to v/hatever part of the world I 
may direct my course, I entreat you to protect 
both me and mine, agreeably to your honour, 
and to our mutual friendship. Farewel. 

LETTER 

usurpation : but the latter is often mentioned in the letter^ to 
Atticus with great contempt. Servius, in hiscornment on the 
7th book of the &neid,. informs us that the colour of the au- 
gural robe was a mixture of purple and scarlet : it is pro- 
bable, therefore, from the expression which Cicero employs, 
that Curtius. had a promise of being advanced into the sacred 
college. It might well discourage Cicero's hopes of better 
days, when he saw men of this character singled out to fill 
the most important dignities of the republic. And, indeed, 
it was an earnest of what Caspar afterwards practised, when 
he became the sole fountain of all preferment : which he dis- 
tributed in the most arbitrary manner, without any regard to 
rank or merit. Nvllosnon honor es, says one of the historians, 

ad libidinem cepit Sf dedit. Civitate donatvs, Sf quosdam e. 

semibarbaris Gallorum, rccepit in curiam. Suet, in Jul. 76. 
10 Sed turn infector moratur. This witticism, whieh turns 
upon the equivocal sense of the word infector, could not be 
preserved in the translation. It is probable that Caesar had 
gained Curtius, as he had many others, by some seasonable 
application to, his wants or bis avarice : for Cicero seems to 
use this word in*allusion to the verb from whence it is de- 
rived, as well as in its appropriated meaning ; inficio signify* 
ing both to corrupt and to dye. 

K4 
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LETTER XV. 

[A,U.704.] 

To Ssavius Suwiqius. 

I received your letter at my Cuman villa, 
on the. 29th of April. I find you shortened it 
upon the supposition that Philotimus would 
deliver it into my hands ; whom, it seems, you 
had instructed to give me a more full and ex- 
plicit information. But he did not execute his! 
commission with the care he ought : for instead 
of bringing your letter to me himself, he sent 
it by another person. However, this omission 
was supplied by a visit from your wife and son ; 
who are both of them extremely desirous you 
should cojne hither : and, indeed, pressed me 
to write to you for that purpose* 

You desire to know what measures 1 would 
recommend to you, in this critical conjuncture. 
Believe me, I am in a situation of mind which 
renders me much moref inneed of a guide myself, 
than capable of conducting aaother,. But were 
it otherwise, how should I venture to offer my 
advice to ^ man of your distinguished wisdom 
and dignity? This, however, I will say^ that if 
the question be, in what manner it Wcomes us to 
act; the answer is plain and obvious ; but what 

will 
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will be most expedient for our interest, is a point 
far less easy to determine. In short, if we think, 
as I am sure we ought, that honour and true in- 
terest must ever point the same way, there can 
be no dispute what path we have to pursue. 

You imagine that we are both of us in the 
same circumstances ; and most certainly we both 
committed the same mistake, when we honestly 
declared our opinions in favour of peace. All our 
counsels, indeed, equally tended to prevent a civil 
war ; and as this was the true interest of Caesar, 
we thought he would consider himself as obliged 
to us for supporting pacific measures. How 
much we were deceived is evident, you see, 
from the present posture of affairs. But you look, 
I know, much farther, and take into your view, 
not only what has already happened, or is now 
transacting, but the whole future progress and 
final tendency of these commotions. If, then, 
you should determine to remain in Rome, you 
must either approve the measures which are there 
carrying on, or be present at a scene which your 
heart condemns. But the former seems an un- 
worthy part, and the latter, I think, altogether 
an unsafe one. My opinion is consequently for 
retiring : and the single point is> whither to di- 
rect our course ? But as public affairs were ne- 
ver in aL more desperate situation, so never was 

there 
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there a question attended with greater difficul- 
ties : whichever way one turns it, some impor- 
tant objection occurs. If you have resolved upon 
any scheme which is not consistent with mine, I 
could wish you would spare yourself the trouble 
of a journey hither: but if you are inclined to 
participate of my measures, I -will wait your ar- 
rival 1 . I beg you would be as expeditious for 
that purpose as you conveniently can : a request 
in which both Servius and Posthumia equally 
join 1 . FareweK 

LETTER XVL 

[A. U. 704.] 

To Rufus*. 

Though I never once doubted that I enjoyed 
the highest rank in your friendship, yet every 
day's experience strengthens me in that per* 
suasion. You assured me, I remember, in one 

of 

1 Sulpicius had an interview with Cicero at his Cutnan 
villa, soon after the date of this letter ; but the former was 
so much dispirited, and so full of fears, that Cicero could 
not bring him to any determination. They broke up their 
conference, therefore, without coming to any explicit reso- 
lution : for though Cicero's was already formed, he did not 
think proper to avow his design of joining Pompey, to a man 
whom he found in so timid and fluctuating a state of mindi 
Jd Jtt. x. 14. 

* The son and wife of Sulpicius. Posthumia was one of 
those many ladies who found Caesar as irresistible a galLarU 
as be was a soldier. Suet, in Jul. 50. 

3 S*e rem. U p. 91. 
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of your letters, that you should be more assidu- 
ous in giving me proofs of your affection now, 
than when you were my quaestor, as they would 
.more indisputably appear to be the free result 
of a disinterested esteem. And though no- 
thing, I thought, could exceed your good of- 
fices to me in the province, yet you have since 
fully evinced the sincerity of this promise. Ac- 
cordingly, it was with great pleasure I observ- 
ed the friendly impatience with which you esv 
pected my arrival in Rome, when I had thoughts 
of going thither, as well as the joy you after- 
wards expressed at my having laid aside that 
design, when affairs had taken k different turn 
from what you imagined. But your last letter 
was particularly acceptable to me, as an instance 
both of your affection and your judgment. It 
afforded me much satisfaction, indeed, to find, 
on the one hand, that you consider your true 
interest (as every great and honest mind ought 
always to consider it) as inseparably connected 
with a rectitude of conduct: and on the other, 
that you promise to accompany me, whither- 
soever I may determine to steer. Nothing can 
be more agreeable to my inclination, nor, I 
trust, to your honour, than your executing this 
resolution. Mine has been fixed for some time, 
and it was not with any design of concealing 
1 it 
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it from you, that I did not acquaint you with 
it before. My only reason was, that, in public 
conjunctures of this kind, the communication of 
one's intentions to a friend, looks like admonish- 
ing, or rather, indeed, pressing him to share ifc 
the difficulties and the dangers of one's schemes, 
I cannot, however, but willingly embrace aft 
offer which proceeds from so affectionate and 
generous a disposition : though I must add, at 
the same time, (that I may not transgress th6 
modest limits I have set to my requests of thi* 
riatirre) that I by no means urge your compli- 
ance. If you shall think proper to pursue the 
measures you propose, I shall esteem myself 
greatly indebted to you : if not, I shall very 
readily excuse you. For though \ shall look 
upon the former as a tribute which you could 
not well refuse to my friendship, yet I shall con- 
sider the latter as the same reasonable concession 
to your fears. It must be owned, there is great 
difficulty how to act upon this occasion. It is, 
true, what honour would direct is very appa- 
rent, but the prudential part is far from being 
a point so clear. However, if we would act up^ 
as we ought, to the dictates of that philosophy 
we have mutually cultivated, we cannot once 
hesitate in thinking that the worthiest measures 
^nist, upon the whde, be the most expedient. 

If 
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If you arc inclined, then, to embark with me, 
you must come hither immediately : but if it 
should not suit you to be thus expeditious, I 
will send you an exact account of my route. 
To be short, in whatever manner you may de- 
cide, I shall always consider you as my friend : 
but much more so, if you should determine as 
I wish. Farewel, 

LETTER XVIL 

[A. U. 704.] 

To Terentia. 

I am entirely free from the disorder in my 
stomach : which was the more painful, as I saw 
it .occasioned both you and that dear girl whom 
I love better than my life, so much uneasiness. 
I discovered the cause of this complaint the 
night after I left you, having discharged a great 
quantity of phlegm. This gave me so immedi- 
ate a relief, that I cannot but believe I owe my 
cure to some heavenly interposition: to Apollo, 
no doubt, and JEsculapius. You will offer up 
your grateful tributes, therefore, to these restor- 
ing powers, with all the ardency of your usual 
devotion. 
I am this moment embarked 4 : and have pro- 
cured 

4 In order to join Pompey in Greece, who had left Italy 
about three months before the date of this letter. A late 

learned 
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cured a ship which I hope is well able to perform 
her voyage. As soon as I shall have finished this 
letter, I propose to write to several of my friends, 
recommending you and our dearest Tullia in the 
strongest terms to their protection. In the mean 
time I should exhort you to keep up your spirits, 
if I did not know that both of you are animat- 
ed 

learned and most able panegyrist of Cicero ass ores us, that 
he took this measure, as choosing to " follow the cause 
" which he thought to be the best, and preferring the const- . 
" deration of duty to that of bis safety." Cicero deserves so 
highly from every friend to genius and literature, that it is no 
wonder Dr. Middle ton should not always speak of him with 
the cool impartiality of an unbiassed historian. But it is the 
principal purpose of these remarks, to inquire, without pre- 
judices of any kind, into the real merit of Cicero's political 
character: and as his conduct during this important crisis 
will evidently shew the strength and measure of his patriotism, 
I shall trace it from the breaking out of the civil war to the 
present period, and then leave the facts to speak for them* 
selves. 

Upon the news that Caesar was marching into Italy, Pom-» 
pey was appointed general in chief of the republican forces, 
and the principal magistrates, together with those who were 
invested with proconsular power, were distributed into differ- 
ent cantons of Italy in order to raise troops, for the defence 
of the common cause. Cicero had his particular district as- 
signed him among the rest; but instead of executing this 
important commission with spirit and vigour, he remained 
altogether inactive at his several villas in that part of Italy, 
And this he signified to Caesar, by means of their common 
friend Trebatius, who had written to him in Caesar's name, 
in order to prevail with him to return to Rome. Rescripsi 
ad Trebaiium quain Mud hoc tempore esset difficile: me tamen 
in pradiis meis esse, neqve delectum ullum, tteque negotium svs- 
tepisse. Ad Att. vii. 37. Pompey, in the mean time, was 
pressing Cicero to join him r but he excused himself by re- 
presenting that whilst he was actually on the road for that 
purpose, he was informed that he could not proceed without 
the danger of being intercepted by Caesar's troops. Epist. 2. 

Cicer* 
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ed with a more than m^nly fortitude. And, in- 
deed, I hope there is a fair prospect of your re- 
maining in Italy without any inconvenience,and 
of my returning to the defence of the republic, 
in conjunction with those who are no less faith- 
fully devoted to its interest. 

After 

Cicer. ad Pom. apudepist. ad Att. viii. Cicero, however, is so 
ingenuous as to acknowledge, in the same letter to Pompey, 
that so long as there were hopes that the negotiations for 
a peace would be attended with success, he thought it a 
justifiable piece of prudence not to be too active in forward- 
ing the preparations that were carrying on against Caesar; 
remembering, he says, how much he had formerly suffered 
from the resentment of the latter in the affair of his exile. 
This was explaining, at once, the true principle of his whole 
co nd ct, and he avows it more expressly in a letter to At- 
ticus. Non simul cum Pompeio mare transierimus t Omnina 
non poterimus ; exstat ratio dierum, sed tamen (fateamur enim 
quod estJfefelUt ea me res, quoefortasse non debuit, sedfefellit ; 
pacem put avi fore : qua; si esset, iratum mihi Ccesarum esse, cum 
idem amicus esset Pompeio, noluu Senseram enim quam idem 
essent. Hoc verens in hanc tarditatem incidi. Ad Att. x. 8. 
Pompey, however, had no sooner set sail for Greece, than 
Cicero was struck with the consciousness of his having 
acted an unworthy part : Postquam Pompeius et consules ex 

Italia, exierunt, non angor, says he, sed ardeo dolore non 

sum, inquam, mihi crede, mentis compos, tantum mihi dedeco- 
r is admisisse video r, Ad Att, ix. 6. After several delibera- 
tions, therefore, he was determined, he tells Atticus, to fol- 
low Pompey, without waiting the event of Caesar's arms in 
Spain. Ad Att. ix. 19. x. 8. This resolution, nevertheless, 
soon gave way to a second ; for having received some ac- 
counts which contradicted a former report that had been 
spread concerning the advantageous posture of Pompey's af- 
fairs, Cicero renounced his intention of joining him, and now 
purposed to stand neuter. Ad Att. x. 9. But a new turn 
in favour of Pompey seems to have brought Cicero back to 
his former scheme : for, in a subsequent letter to Atticus, 
wherein he mentions some reasons to believe that Pompey*9 

affairs 
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After earnestly Recommending to you the 
care of your health, let me make it my next re- 
quest, that you would dispose of yourself in 
such of my villas as are at the greatest distance 
from the army. And if provisions should be- 
come scarce in Rome, 1 should think you will- 
find it most convenient to remove with your 
servants to Arpinum 5 . 

The 

affairs went well in Spain, and takes notice, likewise, o/ 
some disgust which the populace expressed towaids Caesar 
in the theatre, we find him resuming his design of openly 
uniting with Pompey : and accordingly he resolved to join 
those who were maintaining Pompey's cause in Sicily. Ad 
Att. x. 12. It does not appear, by any of his letters, upon 
what motive he afterwards exchanged his plan for that of 
sailing directly to Pompey's camp in Greece; which, after 
various debates with himself, he at length, we see, executed. 
There is a passage, however, in Caesar's Commentaries, 
which, perhaps, will render it probable, that the news which, 
about this time, was confidently spread at Rome, that Caesar's 
army had been almost totally defeated in Spain, was the 
determining reason that sent Cicero to Pompey. The fact 
was, that Afranius and Petreius had gained some advantages 
oyer Caesar; but as they magnified them, in their letters 
to Rome, much beyond the truth, several persons of note, 
who had hitherto been fluctuating in their resolutions, 
thought it was now high time to declare themselves, and 
went off immediately to Pompey. Hcec Afranius , Petreius- 
que y et eorurn amici y pleniora etiam atque uberiora Romam 
ad sues perscribebant. Multa rumor Jingebat : ut pene beU 
lum conjectum videretur. Quibus Uteris nuncjisque Romam 

per lot is multi ex Italia ad Gn. Pompeium projvdsceban- 

tur; alii ut principes talem nunciam attulisse ; alii ncc even- 
turn belli expect asse, out ex omnibus novissimi vemsse vide-, 
rentur. De Bel. Civil, i. 53. 

s A city in the country of the,Volsci, a district of Italy 
which now comprehends part of theCampagna di Roma, and 
of the Terra di Lavoro. Cicero was born in this town, which 
still subsists under the name of Arpino. 
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The amiable ybutig Cicero most tenderly sa- 
lutes you. Again ahd again t bid you farevveL 
Jane the 11th. 



LETTER XVIII. 

[A. tf . 704.] 

Marcus Coelius to Cicero. 

\V as 6 it for this that I Followed Csesar into 
Spain ? Why was I not rather at Formise, that 
I might have accompanied you to Portipey ? 
But I was infatuated ; and it was my aversion 
to Appius 7 , together with my friendship for 
CuriOj that gradually drew me into this cursed 
cause. Nor were you entirely utiaccessary tb 
my error : for that night, when I called upon 

you 

8 This letter confirms the character that has been given 
of Coelius, in a former remark*, and shews him to have been 
of a temper extravagantly warm and impetuous. The re- 
sentment and indignation with which it is animated, was ow- 
ing to some disappointments that he had met with from Cae- 
sar, who had not distinguished him agreeably to his expecta- 
tions. Coelius, therefore, who was one of the praetors for the 
present year, endeavoured to take his revenge by opposing 
the execution of certain laws which Caesar had procured.— 
His attempts for this purpose having created great disturb- 
ances in Rome, he was not only deposed from his office, but 
expelled the senate : ahd the present letter seem9 to have 
been written immediately upon that event, Dio. xlii. p. 
195. Cats, de BeL Civil, iii. 20. . 

7 Appius engaged on the side of tompey, as Curio was a 
warm partisan of Csesar. For the occasion of Coalius's re- 
sentment against Appius, see B. vi. let. 14?. p. jSl. of this vol, 

* See rem. 4, vol. 1. p. 272. 

Vol. II, L 
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you in my way to Annumim*, why did you 
forget the friend, when you were gloriously 
acting the patriot, and not dissuade me from 
the purpose of my journey, at the same time 
that you commissioned me to urge Caesar to 
pacific measures ? Not that I have an ill opi- 
nion of the cause ; but, believe me, perdition 
itself were preferable to being a witness of the 
insufferable behaviour of these his insolent pai?- 
tisans. 9 . They have rendered themselves so ge^ 
nerally odious, that we should long since have 
been driven out of Rome, were it not for the 
apprehensions which people have conceived of 
the cruel intentions of your party 10 . There is 
not, at this juncture, a man in Rome, except a 
few rascally usurers", who does not wish well 

to 

8 In order to join Caesar. Coelius was one of the party 
with Curio and Antony, when they fled to Caesar. Dio. xlL 
p. 153. See the first letter of this book, and rem. 4. on the 
same. 

9 The chiefs of Caesar's party at Rome. 

10 When Pompey left Rome, upon the approach of Caesar, 
he declared that he should treat all those as enemies who 
did not follow him : a declaration, it was imagined, which 
he would most rigorously have fulfilled, if fortune had put 
it in his power. Cizs. Bel. Civil, i. Cic. Epist. passim. 

,x As great numbers of those who embraced the party of 
Caesar were deeply involved i-n debt, it was apprehended that 
they would procure a law for a general discharge from their 
creditors. But Caesar adjusted matters by a more prudent 
method, and in such a manner as to facilitate the payment 
of these loans with little prejudice to those who had advanced 
them. It appears that Caesar rendered himself, by these 
means, extremely acceptable to those persons at Rome, who 
dealt in this sort of pecuniary commerce. Cces. de Bel. Ci- 
*tf.i. 
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to Pompey ; and I have already brought over 
to your cause, not only those among the ple- 
beian families who were in the interest of Cae- 
sar, but the whole populace in general. But 
you will ask, perhaps, what can this avail us 
now ? Wait the event, my friend : victory 
shall attend you in spite of yourselves". For 
surely a profound lethargy has locked up all 
the senses of your party, as they do not yet 
seem sensible how open we lie to an attack, 
and how little capable we are of making any 
considerable opposition. It is by no means 
from an interested motive that I offer my as- 
sistance, but merely in resentment of the un- 
worthy usage I have received : and resentment 
is a passion which usually carries me, you 
know, the greatest lengths.-— But what are you 
doing on the other side the water" ? Are you 
imprudently waiting to give the enemy battle? 
What Pompey's forces may be, I know not ; 
but Caesar's, I am sure, are accustomed to ac- 
tion, and inured to all the hardships of the 
most severe campaigns* FareweL 

LETTER 

12 This boast of Coelius ended in nothing but his own de- 
struction. For, not succeeding in his attempts at Rome, he 
withdrew to Thurii, a maritime town on the gujph of Te- 
rentum; where, endeavouring ta raise an insurrection in fa- 
vour of Pompey, he was murdered by the soldiers of Caesar's 
faction. Dio. xlii. p. 196. 

** Qicero was at this time in Pompey 's camp jaGreecev 1 

La 
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LETTER XIX, 

[A. U. 704.] 
©GLABELLA 1 tO ClCEEO. 

I $hall rejoice to hear you are well: I have 
the satisfaction to inform you, that both Tul- 
lia and myself are perfectly so. Terentia, in- 
deed, has been somewhat indisposed, but is 
now, I am assured, perfectly recovered. As to 
the rest of your family, they are all of them in 
the state you wish. r 

It would be doing me great injustice to sus* 
pect that I have at any time advised you to 
join with me in the cause of Caesar, or at least 
to stand neuter, more with a view to the ad- 
vantage of my own party, than of your inte- 
rest But now that fortune has declared on our 
side*, it is impossible I should be supposed to 
recommend this alternative for any other reason, 

but 

1 The reader has already been apprised, in the foregoing 
remarks, that DolabeHa was son-in-law to Cicero. He was 
* young man of a warm, enterprising, factious disposition, 
and one of the most active partisans of Caesar's cause. His 
character, conduct, and fortune will be mure particularly 
marked out a* occasion shall offer, ia the farther progress o£ 
these observations* 

a Casar having defeated Afranius and Petreius, the lieu* 
tenants of Pompey, in Spain, was at this time with his army 
before Dyrrachium, a maritime city in Macedonia, now 
called Duraaai, 
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but because the duty I owe you will not suffer 
me to bcsilent Whether my advice, there- 
fore, shall meet with your approbation or not^ 
you will at least be so just as to believe, that 
it proceeds, my dear Cicero, from an honest 
intention, and from a heart faiost sincerely de- 
sirous of your welfare. 

You see that neither the lofty title with 
which Pompey is distinguished 1 , nor the credit 
of his formej illustrious actions, nor the advan- 
tages he so frequently boasted, of having 
kings and nations in the number of his client*, 
have any thing availed him. On the contrary, 
he has suffered a disgrace which never, per- 
haps, attended any other Roman general 
For, after having lost both the Spains*, toge- 
ther with a veteran army, and, after having 
also been driven out of Italy, he is now so 
strongly invested on all sides, that he cannot 
execute what the meanest soldier has often per- 
formed ; he cannot make even an honourable 
retreat 5 * You will consider, then, agreeably 

to 

3 When be was a very young man, he was honoured by 
Sylla with the title of Pompey the Great; a title which he 
ever afterwards assumed. 

4 This country was divided by the Romans into the 
Nearer and the Farther Spain ; that part which lay near the 
Pyrenees and the river Ibro being comprehended under the 
former appellation, and all beyond that river, under the. 
latter. 

s It is probable that some slight success which Caesar had 

obtained before Dyrrachium, had been greatly magnified at 

L 3 Rome : 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



160 The LETTERS Book VIL 

to your usual prudence, what hopes can possi- 
bly remain either to him or to yourself; and 
the result will evidently point out the measures 
which are most expedient for you to pursue. 
Let me entreat you, if Pompey has already ex* 
tricated himself out of the danger in which he 
was involved, and taken refuge in his fleet, 
that you would now at least think it time to 
consult your own interest, in preference to that 
of any other man. You have performed every 
thing which gratitude and friendship can ex- 
pect, or the party you approved can require. 
What remains, then, but to sit down quietly 
under the republic, as it now subsists, rather 
than, by vainly contending for the old consti- 
tution, to be absolutely deprived of both ? If 
Pompey, therefore, should be driven from his 
present post, and obliged to retreat still far- 
ther, I conjure you, my dear Cicero, to with- 
draw to Athens, or to any other city uncon- 
cerned in the^war. If you should comply 
with this advice, I beg you would give me no* 
tice, that I may fly to embrace you, if by any 
means it should be in my power. Your own 
interest with Caesar, together with the natural 
generosity of his temper, will render it ex- 
tremely 

Rome : for Pompey was so far from being in the situation 
which Dolabella here represents him, that Caesar found him- 
self obliged to abandon the siege of this city, and to retire 
into Thessaly. Dio. xli. /?. 177. 
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tremely easy for you to obtain any honourable 
conditions you shall demand ; and I am per- 
suaded that my solicitations will have no in- 
considerable weight for this purpose, 

I rely upon your honour and your humanity 
to take care that this messenger may safely re* 
turn to me with your answer. FareweL 

LETTER XX. 

[A. U. 704,] 

To Terentia 6 . 

I am informed, by the letters of my friends, 
as well as by other accounts, that you have had 
a sudden attack of a fever. I entreat you, 
therefore, to employ the utmost care in re- 
establishing your health. 

The early notice you gave me of Caesar's 
letter was extremely agreeable to me ; and let 
me desire you would send me the same expedi- 
tious intelligence, if any thing 'should hereaf- 
ter occur that concerns me to know. Once 
more I conjure you to take care of your 
health. Farewel. 

June the 2d. 

LETTER 

6 " This letter was written by Cicero, in the camp at 
" Dyrrachium ; for there is one extant to Atticus later than 
" this, and dated from the camp. Ad Att. xi. 18/' Mr. 
Ro$s. L4 
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LETTER XXI. 

[A.U.704J 

To the same. 7 

I entkeat you to take all proper measure* 
for the recovery of your health. Let me re- 
quest, likewise, that you would provide what- 
ever may be necessary in the present conjunc- 
ture, and that you would send me frequent ac- 
counts how every thing goes on. Farewel. 

LETTER XXII. 

[A. U, 704.] 

To the same. 

I have seldom an opportunity of .writing, 
and scarce any thing to say that I choose to 
trust in a letter. I find, by your last, that 
you cannot meet with a purchaser for any of 
bur farms. I beg, therefore, you would con- 
sider of some other method of raising money, 
in order to satisfy that person who, you are 
sensible, I am very desirous should be paid*. # 

I am 

7 This letter was probably written soon after the forego- 
ing, and from the same place. 

8 This fetter, as well as Ae two former, was written while 
Cicero was with Pompey in Greece. The business at which 
be so obscurely hints, has been thought to relate to the pay- 
meat 
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I am by no means surprised that you should 
liave received the thanks of our friend, as I 
dare say she had great reason to acknowledge 
your kindness, 

Jf Ppllex 9 is *ipt yet set out, I desire ypu 
would ex,erci$e yoijr authority, and forqe the 
loiterer to depart immediately. Farewel. 

July the litfc. 

LETTER 

ment of part of Tullia's portion to Dolabella. But it seems 
evident from the 4th epistle of the 11th book to Atticus, that 
Cicero was not at this time come to any resolution con- 
cerning the second payment of his daughter's portion ; for, 
in a postscript, he desires the sentiments of Atticus upon 
that subject. De pension* altera, says he, oro te omni cura 
Honddero quid faciendum sit. Ad 4tt. xi. 4. Now that this 
letter to Atticus was written about the same time, with the 
present to Terentia, appears from hence, that Cicero plainly 
refers in it to the same epistle to which this before us is an 
answer. Ex proximis cognovi prcedia non venisse : [Ad Att. 
ibid.] which tallies with what he says in the letter under ex- 
amination : ex tuis Uteris, quas proximo accept, cognovi pro?- 
dium nullum venire potuisee ; and proves that the date of each 
must have been nearly, if not exactly, coincident. For the** 
reasons, it seems necessary to look out for another interpre- 
tation of the present passage , and, from the cautious cir- 
cumstance of the name being suppressed, it may be suspected 
that Caesar is the person meant. It is certain, at least, that 
Cicero owed him a sum of money ^concerning which, he ex- 
presses some uneasiness to Atticus, upon the breaking out of 

~ the civil war; as be could not, indeed, continue in Caesar's 
debt with any honour, after he had joined the party against 

* him. Ad Att. vii. 3. 

9 It appears, by a letter to Atticus, that this person acted 
as a sort of steward in Cicero's family. Ad. Att. xiii. 47. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

[A.U.704.] 

To the same. 

May the joy you express at my safe arrival in 
Italy 1 , be never interrupted ! But my mind 
was so much discomposed by those atrocious 
injuries I had received*, that I have taken a 
step, I fear, which may be attende4 with great 
difficulties 1 . Let me, then, entreat your utmost 

assistance; 

* After the battle of Pharsalia, Cicero would not engage, 
himself any farther with the Pompeiau party ; but, having 
endeavoured to make his peace with Caesar by the mediation 
of Dolabella, he seems to have received no other answer than 
an order to return immediately into Italy. And this he ac- 
cordingly did a few days before the date of the present letter* 
Ad Att. xi. 7. 

* Cicero, who was somewhat indisposed, and much out 
of humour, did not attend Pompey when he marched from 
Dyrrachium in order to follow Caesar* Cato was likewise 
left behind, with fifteen cohorts, to conduct the baggage ; 
but upon the news of Pompey's defeat, in the plains of Phar- 
salia, he pressed Cicero to take upon himself the command 
of those troops, as being of superior rank in the republic. 
Cicero, who had all along declined accepting any commission 
in Pompey's army, was not disposed, it may well be ima- 
gined, to be more active against Caesar, when the latter had 
just obtained a most signal victory. Accordingly, he abso- 
lutely refused this offer which Cato made; declaring, at the 
same time, his resolution of withdrawing from the common 
cause. This exasperated Jhe young Pompey and his friends 
to such a degree, that they would have killed Cicero upon 
the spot, if Cato had not generously interposed, and con- 
ducted him safely out of the camp. It is probably to this 
outrage that he here alludes. Ad Att, xi. 4. Plut. in vit.Gc. 

3 It has been observed, that Cicero scarce ever executed 
an important resolution, of which he did not immediately 

repent. 
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assistance; though, I must confess, at the 
same time, that I know not wherein it can 
avail me. 

I would by no means have you think of 
coming hither. For the journey is both long 
and dangerous, and I do not see in what man- 
ner you could be of any service. Farewel. 

Brundisium, Nov. the 5 th. 

repent. This, at least, was the situation of his mind, in the 
present instance ; and he was no sooner arrived in Italy, 
than be began to condemn himself for having too hastily de- 
termined upon that measure. The letters which he wrote to 
Auicus, at this period, and which comprise almost the 11th 
book of those epistles, contain little else than so many proofs 
of this assertion. Cicero imagined, after the decisive action 
that had lately happened in the plains of Pharsalia, that the 
chiefs of the Pompeian party would instantly sue for peace. 
But Caesar, instead of directly pursuing his victory, suffered 
himself to be diverted by a war altogether foreign to his pur- 
pose, and in which the charms of Cleopatra, perhaps, car- 
ried him farther than he at first intended. This gave the 
Pompeians an opportunity of collecting their scattered forces, 
and of forming a very considerable army in Africa. As this 
circumstance was utterly unexpected by Cicero, it occasioned 
him infinite disquietude, and produced those reproaches 
which he is perpetually throwing out upon himself in the let- 
ters abovementioned to Atticus. For, if the republican par- 
ty should, after all, have returned triumphant into Italy, he 
knew he should be treated as one who had merited their ut- 
most resentment. . 

This and the following letters in this book to Terentia, 
were written during the interval of Cicero's arrival at Brun- 
disium, and Caesar's return into Italy, which contains a 
period of about eleven months. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

[A. U, 704,] 

To the same* 

Xhe ill state of health into which Tullia is 
fallen, is a very severe addition to the many 
and great disquietudes that afflict my mind 4 . 
But I need say nothing farther upon this sub* 
ject, as I am sure her welfare is no less a part 
of your tender concern than it is of mine. 

I agree both with you and her in thinking it 
proper that I should advance nearer to Rome 5 ; 
and I should have done so before now, if I had 
not been prevented by several difficulties, which 
I am not yet able to remove. But I am in e;x> 
pectation of a letter from Atticus, with his sen- 
timents upon this subject; and I beg you would 
forward it to me by the earliest opportunity. 

Farewel. 

LETTER 

♦The anxiety which Cicero laboured under, at this junc- 
ture, was undoubtedly severe* Besides the uneasiness men-* 
tioned in the last remark, he was, likewise, under great dis- 
quietude from the uncertainty of the disposition in which 
Caesar stood towards hiro* And, to add yet more to the dis- 
composure of his mind, it was at this time that he received 
the cruel usage from bis brother, of which an account has 
been given in rem. ?. p. 1 10. ofahis vol* He had stitl greater 
misfortunes of a domestic kind, to increase the weight of his 
sorrows, which will be pointed out as they shall occasionally 
.offer themselves in the remaining letters to Terentia. 

* Cicero was still at Brundisium, from which place all the 
following letters in this book to Terentia, except the last, 
seem to have been written. 
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LETTER XXV. 

[A. U. 704J i 

To the same, 

J K addition to my other misfortunes, I have 
pour to lament the illness both of Dolabella 
#nd Tullia. The whole frame of my mind is, 
indeed, so utterly discomposed, that I know 
not what to resolve, or how to act, in any of 
fliy affairs* I can only conjure you to take 
$are of yourself and of Tullia. Farewel. 

LETTER XXVL 

[A. U. 704.J 

To the same. 

If any thing occurred worth communicating 
to you, my letters would be more frequent and 
much longer. But I need not tell you the 
situation of my affairs ; and, as to the effect 
they have upon my mind, I leave it to Lepta 
and Trebatius to inform you, I have only to 
add my entreaties, that you would take care of 
j-Qur oyrn> and fiiHm's health. Farewel. 

4 LETTER 
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' LETTER XXVIL 

[A. U. 704.] 

ToTitius 6 . 

There is none of your friends less capable 
than I am to offer consolation to you under 
your present affliction ; as. the share I take in 
your loss 7 renders me greatly in need of the 
same good ofpce myself. However, as my 
grief does not rise to the same extreme degree 
as yours, I should not think I discharged the 
duty \yhich my connexion and friendship with 
you require, if I remained altogether silent at 
a time when you are thus overwhelmed with 
sorrow. I determined, therefore, to suggest a 
few reflections to you which may alleviate, at 
least, if not entirely remove, the anguish of 
your heart. 

There is no maxim of consolation more com- 
mon ; yet, at the same time, there is ©one which 
deserves to be more frequently in our thoughts^ 
than that we ought to remember, *' We are 

"menf 

6 It is altogether uncertain who the person is to whom this 
letter is addressed ; perhaps the same to whom the lfSth of 
the third book is written. See rem. a p. 248. vol. 1. The 
precise date, likewise, is extremely doubtful ; however, th(* 
opinion of Dransfeld is here followed, who, in his edition of 
t^ese epistles, has placed it* under the present year. 

7 Of his son. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



J 



Book VIL of CICERQ. § t59 

" men ;" that is, creatures who are born to be 
exposed to calamities of every kind ; and, there-* 
fore, " that it becomes us to submit to the con- 
" ditions by which we hold our existence, with* 
" out being too much dejected by accidents 
" which no prudence can prevent." In a word, 
that we should learn by " reflecting on the mis- 
" fortunes which have attended others, that 
" there is nothing singular in those which befal 
" ourselves." But neither these, nor other argu- 
ments to the same purpose, which are inculcated 
in the writings of the philosophers, seem to have 
so strong a claim ^e success, as those which may 
be drawn from the present unhappy situation of 
public affairs, and that endless series of misfor- 
tunes which is rising upon our country. They 
are such, indeed, that one cannot but account 
those to be most fortunate, whoneverknew what 
it was to be a parent ; and as to s those persons 
who are deprived af their children, in these times 
of general anarchy and mis-rule, they have much 
less reason to regret their loss, than if it had 
happened in a, more flourishing period of the 
commonwealth, or while yet the republic had 
any existence. If your tears flow, indeed, from 
this accident, merely as it affects your own per- 
sonal happiness, it may be difficult, perhaps, en- 
tirely to restrain them. But, if your sorrow takes 
1 its 
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ite rise frotn a more enlarged and benevolent 
principle; if it be for the sake of the dead 
themselves that you lament, it may be &n ea-* 
aier task to assuage your grief. I shall not 
here insist upon an argument, which I have 
frequently heard maintained in conversations, 
as well as often read, likewise, in treatises that 
have been written upon this subject " Death/* 
" say those philosophers, " cannot be consi- 
" dered as an evil ; because, if any conscious- 
" ness remains after our dissolution, it is rather 
'- an entrance into immortality, than anextiric- 
" tion of life; and if none remains, there can 
u be no misery where there is no sensibility 5 /* 

- ' . Not 

•The notion of a future state of positive punishment, 
teems to have been rejected by the ancient philosophers in ge- 
neral ; both by those who maintained the eternal, and those 
who only held the temporary duration ef the soul after 
death. Thus Cicero and Seneca, though of different sects* 
yet agree in treating the fears of this sort as merelv a poe- 
tical delusion : [Ttucul. DispUt. 7. 21* 30. Seuec. Consolai. 
ed Marc. 19.] and even Socrates himself affixes no other 
'penalty to the most atrocious deviations from moral recti- 
tude, than that of a simple exclusion from the mansions of 
the gods. This shows how impotent the purest systems of 
the best philosophers must have been, for the moral govern- 
ment of mankind, since they thu6 dropped one of the most 
powerful of all sanctions for that purpose, the terrors of an 
actual chastisement. The cooperative number of those is 
infinitely small, whose conduct does not give. reason to sus- 
pect that they would be willing to exchange spiritual joys in 
reversion, for the full gratification of an importunate appe- 
tite in present ; and the interest of virtue can alone be suffi- 
ciently guarded by the divine assurance of intense pwiishmen^ 
as well as of complete happiness hereafter^ 
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Ndttopnsist* I say, upon any reasonings of this 
nature; let me remind you of an argument 
which I can urge with much more confidence. 
He who has made his exit from a scene where 
such dreadful confusion* prevails, and where so 
many approaching calamities are in prospect, 
cannot possibly, it should seem, be a loser by 
the exchange. Let me ask, not only where ho- 
nour, virtue, and probity, where true philoso- 
phy and the useful arts, can now fly for refuge ; 
but where even our liberties and our lives can 
be secure? For my own part, I have never once 
heard of the death of any youth during all this 
last sad year, whom I have not considered as 
kindly delivered by the immortal gods from the 
miseries t>f these wretched times. If, therefore, 
you can be persuaded to think that their con- 
dition is by no means unhappy, whose loss you 
so tenderly deplore; it must undoubtedly prove 
a very considerable abatement of your present 
affliction. For it will then entirely arise from 
what you feel upon your own account ; and 
have no relation to the persons whose death you 
regret. Now it would ill agree with those wise 
and generous- maxims which have ever inspired 
your breast, to be too sensible of misfortunes 
which terminate in your own person, and affect 
not the happiness of those you love. You have 
Vol. II. M upon 
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upon all occasoas, both public and private, 
shewn yourself animated with the firmest for- 
titude : and it becomes, you to act up to the 
character you have thus justly acquired. Time 
necessarily wears out the deepest impressions 
of sorrow : and the weakest mother that erev 
lost a child, has found some period to her grief* 
But we should wisely anticipate that effect 
which a certain revolution of days will un- 
doubtedly produce : and not wait for a remedy 
from time, which we may much sooner receive 
from reason. 

If what I have said can any thing avail in les- 
sening the weight of your affliction, I shall have 
obtained my wish : If not, I shall at least have 
discharged the duties of that friendship and af- 
fection which, believe me, I ever have pre- 
served, and ever shall preserve towards you.. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXVHI. 

[A. U. 705.] 
To Te RENT I A. 

My affairs are, at present, in such a situation, 
that I have no reason to expect a letter on your 
part, and have nothing to communicate to you 
on mine. Yet I know not how it is, I can no 

more 
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more forbear flattering myself that I may hear 
from you, that! I can refrain from writing to 
you whenever I mtet with a conveyance* 

Volumnia ought to have shewn herself more 
realous for your interest; and in the particular 
instance you mention* aha might have acted 
with greater care and caution. This, however, 
is hut a slight grievance amongst others whkb 
I far more severely feel and lament. They havf 
the effect upon me, indeed, which those per- 
sons undoubtedly wished 9 , who compelled me 
into measures utterly opposite to my own sen- 
timents. ltareweL 

December the 31st. 

LETTER 

• The commentators are divided in their opinions con- 
cerning the persons to whom Cicero here aifades : as they 
are likewise as to the year when this letter was written. There 
are two' periods, indeed, of Cicero's life, with which this 
epistle will equally coincide : the-time when he was in ba- 
nishment, and the time when he returned into Italy, after the 
defeat of Pompey. The opinion, however, of Victorias hat 
been followed, in placing this letter under the present year : 
who supposes, not without probability, that the persons here 
meant are the same of whom Cicero complains in the 23d 
letter of this book. 

M 2 
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LETTER XXIX. 

[A.U..706.] 

ToAcilius, Proconsul*. 

LuoiIjs Manlius Sosis wa* formerly a ci- 
tizen of Carina* ; but having afterwards ob- 
tained the freedom of Naples, he is at present 
one of the members of their council. He i$ 
likewise a citizen of Rome ; having been ad- 
mitted to that privilege with the rest of the 
Neapolitans, in consequence of the general 
grant which was made for that purpose to our 
allies and the inhabitants of Latium. He has 
lately succeeded to an estate at Catina, by the 
death of his brother: and is now in actual pos- 
session. But though I do not imagine that 
his right is likely to be controverted ; yet, as 

he 

* He was governor of Sicily : which is all that is known 
of his history. The laborious and accurate Pighius places 
his administration of that island under the present year: and 
Mr. Ross assigns a very good reason for being of the same 
opinion. For it appears (as that gentleman observes) that 
Cicero's correspondence with Acilius was carried on when 
the latter was proconsul of Sicily, and during the time that 
Caesar had the supreme authority. It is probable, therefore, 
that these letters were written in the present year ; because 
in all the others that fall within that period, the persons who 
severally presided in Sicily are known to have been Posthu- 
mius Albinus, Aulas Allienus, and Titus Fursanius. See 
Mr. Ross's rem. on theEpist. Tamil, vol. 2. p. 502. 

b A maritime city in Sicily, now called Catania. It con- 
tinued to be a town of considerable note, till the eruptions of 
mount Mtna. in 1 669 and 1693, which almost entirely laid it 
in ruins. 
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he has other affairs of consequence in Sicily, I 
recommend hjs concerns of every kind in that 
island, to your protection. But I particularly 
recommend himself to you as a most worthy 
man ; as one with whom I am intimately con- 
nected ; and as a person who excels in those, 
sciences I principally admire. Whether there- 
fore he shall think proper to return into Sicily 
or not, I desire you would consider him as my 
very particular friend: and that you would 
treat him in such a manner as to convince him 
that this letter proved greatly to his advantage, 
FareweL; 

LETTER XXX. 

[A. U. 706.] 

To Terentia. 

Tullia arrived here 1 on the 12th of this 
month*. It extremely affected me to see a wo- 
man of her singular and amiable virtues' re- 
duced (and reduced too by my own negligence) 
to a situation far other than is agreeable to her 
rank and filial piety% 

I have 

* Brimdisium : where Cicero was still waiting for Caesar's 
arrival from Egypt. 

* June. 

* - 3 Dolabella was greatly embarrassed in his affairs : and it 
seems by this passage asif.be bad not allowed Tullia a main- 
tenance, during his absence abroad, sufficient to support her 
¥ 3 .rank 
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. I hate some thoughts of sending my bob, 
accompanied by SallHsthi^ with a ktter to ' 
Cswar 4 : and if I should execute this design, I 
will let yon know when be seta out In the 
mean time be careful of your health I conjuie 
you. Farewei 

LETTER XXXL 

[A.U.706.J 

To the same.' 

I had determined, agreeably to what I meiw 
tioned in my former, to send my son to meet 
Caesar an his return to Italy. But I have since 
altered my resolution: as I hear no news of his, 
arrival. For the rest I refi?r you to Sicca, who 
will inform you what measures I think neces- 
sary to be takeu: though I must add, that no- 
thing new h?is occurred since I wrote last^ 
Tullia is still with me. — Adieu, an<J take aH 
possible care of your health* 

June the 20th. 

LETTER, 

rant aitf dignity. The negligence with which Cicero re- 
proaches himself, probably relates to his not having secured 
a proper settlement on his daughter, when fee made the se- 
cond payment of her fortune to Dolabella. For in a letter 
written to Atticus about this time, he expressly condemns 
himself for having acted imprudently in that affair, , In pen^ 
none secund*, says he, caeifirimme. At Att f xi. 1$. 

4 In order to supplicate Cesar's pardon, for having en- 
gaged against him on the side ef J*ompey. 
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LETTER XXXIL 

[A,U.T06.] 

To Aciuus, Proconsul. 

Caius Fiavius, au illustrious Roman knight, 
of an honourable family, is one with whom I 
live in great intimacy ; he was a very particular 
friend likewise of my son-in-law Piso. Both he 
and his brother Lucius shew me the strongest 
instances of their regard. I shall receive it* 
therefore, as an honour done to myself, if you 
will treat Caius with all the marks of favour 
and distinction that shall be consistent with 
your character and dignity : and be assured 
you cannot, in any article, more effectually 
oblige me, than by complying with this re- 
quest. I will add, that the rank which he 
bears in the world, the credit in which he 
stands with those of his own order, together 
with his polite and grateful disposition, will 
affbrd you reason to be extremely well satis- 
fied with the good offices you shall confer upon 
him. When I say this, believe me, I am hot 
prompted by any interested motives, but 
speak the sincere dictates of truth and friend- 
ship. FareweL 

M 4 LETTER 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



168 The LETTERS Bcxox ;VH* 

LETTER XXXIII. 

[A. U. 706.] 

To Terentia. 

I wrote to Atticus (somewhat later iodeed 
than I ought) concerning thfe affair you men- 
tion. When ybu talk to him upon that he&d, 
he will inform you of my inclination's : and I 
need not be more explicit here, after "having 
written so fully to 'him*. Let me know as soon 
as possible what steps are taken in that busi- 
ness : and acquaint me at the same time with 
every thing else which concerns me. I have 
only to add my request, that you would be 
careful of your health. Farewel. 

July the gth. 

. .. LETTER 

5 Mr. Ross supposes that 'Ae letter to which Cicero re- 
fers, is the 19th oi the 11th book to Atticus. If this conjec- 
ture be right (as it is Highly probable) the business hinted at 
concerned the making of Terentia's will, and also the raising 
of money towards the support of Tullia, by the sale of som$ 
plate and furniture. Ad Att.xi. 19. 20. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

[A. U. 706.] 

To the same. 

In answer to what you object concerning the 
divorce I mentioned in my last 6 , I can only 
say, that I am perfectly ignorant what power 
Dolabella may at this time possess, or what fer- 
ments there may be among the populace 7 . 
However, if you think there is any thing to be 
apprehended from his resentmejit, let the mat- 
ter 
i 

* Between Tullia and Dolabella. The occasion of this 
divorce is so darkly hinted at in the letters to Atticus, that 
it is altogether impossible to penetrate into the reasons that 
produced it : one, however, seems to have arisen from an in- 
trigue that was carrying on between Dolabella and Metella. 
This lady was wife to Lentulus Spinther (to whom several let- 
ters in the first and second book of this collection are ad- 
dressed) and is supposed to be the same person whom Ho- 
race mentions to have had a commerce of gallantry with the 
son of the celebrated tragedian Asopus, See rem. 6. p. 1 19* 
vol. i. Ad Att. xi. 20. 

7 Dolabella was at this time tribune of the people, and 
employing the power and credit with which he was invested 
by that office, to the most seditious purposes. Among other 
attempts, he endeavoured to procure a law for the general 
cancelling of all debts, and likewise to oblige the proprietors 
of houses in Rome, to remit one year's rent to their respec- 
tive tenants. The disturbances ran so high, that the senate 
was under a necessity of suffering Antony to enter Rome 
with a body of troops, and no less than 8C0 citizens lost their 
lives upoa this occasion. But nothing proved effectual for 
quieting these commotions, till it was known that Caesar, af- 
ter having finished the war in Egypt, was actually upon his 
return into Italy, flut. t» vit. Anton, Dio. xlii. Idv. Epit. 
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ter rest : and, perhaps, the first proposal may- 
come from himself 8 . Nerertheless, I leave you 
to act as you shall judge proper ; not doubting 
that you will take such measures in this most 
unfortunate affair, as shall appear to be at- 
tended with the fewest unhappy consequences. 
FareweL 

July the 10th.. 

LETTER XXXV. 

[A.U.T06.] 

To Ac i l i u s, Proconsul. 

Marcus and Caius Clodius, together with 
Archagathus and Phiio, all of them inhabitants 
of the noble and elegant city of Halesa, are 
persons with whom I am united by every tie of 
friendship and hospitality. But I am afraid if 
I recommend so many at once to your particu- 
lar favour, you will be apt to suspect that I write 
merely from some motive of an interested kind : 
though, ' indeed, both myself and my friends 
have reason to be abundantly satisfied with the 
regard you always pay to my letters of this na- 
ture. Let me assure you then, that both Archa- 
gathus and Phiio, as also the whole family of 

the 

* The passage in the original id extremely corrupt. The 
translator has adapted the reading proposed by Mr. Ress; 
ud si metuendus iratusc&t : qui&cc : turn abillofortasu nascckto* 
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the Clodii, have, by a long series of affection- 
ate offices, a right to my best assistance. I 
very earnestly entreat you, therefore, as an obli- 
gation that will be highly agreeable to roe, that 
you would promote their interest upon all oc- 
casions, as far as the honour and dignity of 
your character shall permit FareweL 

LETTER XXXVI. 

[A.U.706.] 

To Cass 1 us. 

It was the hope that peace would be restored 
to our country, and the abhorrence of spilling 
the blood of our fellow-citizens, that equally 
induced ooth you and myself to decline an ob- 
stinate perseverance in the civil war*. But 
though these sentiments were common to us 

both, 

• Caesar, after the battle of Pharsalia, crossed the Helles- 
pont in pursuit of Pompey. Cassius, who was at the same 
time sailing in those streigbis with a very considerable fleet, 
might with great ease have destroyed him ; as Caesar was in 
np condition to have resisted so powerful an armament. But 
Cassius chose to act a most unworthy and treacherous part, 
by deserting with his whole fleet to the conqueror. Some of 
the, historians account for this conduct, by assuring us that 
he was struck with a- kind of panic at the amazing fortune of 
Cesar, which rendered him incapable of making any farther 
resistance. Wheveaa it appears, by the present letter, to 
have been in consequence of a very extraordinary resolution 
be had formed in concert with Cicero, of resting the cause of 
liberty* for so they called it, upon a single engagement. Suet. 
n Jul. $3. Appian. B. C. 4£3. 
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both, yet, as Iamtsonsideredas/havingbeenthe 
first. to inspire you with them, it . is. morcmy 
part, perhaps, to render you satisfied with hav- 
ing adopted them, than it is yours to perform 
, the same friendly office towards me. But to say 
the truth, (and it is a circumstance upon which 
I frequently reflect) we mutually convinced each 
other in the free conversations we held upou 
this subject, that a single battle, if it should 
not wholly determine our cause, ought to be the 
limits, however, of our particular opposition. 
And these sentiments have never seriously been 
condemned by any, but by those alone who thinly 
it more eligible that our constitution should be 
totally destroyed, than in any degree impaired. 
But my opinion was far otherwise : for I had no 
views to gratify by its extinction, and had much 
to hope from its remains. As to the conse* 
quences which have since ensued ; they lay far 
beyond the reach of human discernment ; and 
the wonder is, not so much how they escaped 
our. penetration, as how it was possible they 
should have happened. I must confess my 
own opinion always was, that the battle of 
Pharsalia would be decisive : and I imagined 
that the victors would act with a regard to the 
common preservation of all, and the vanquished 
to their own. But both the one and the other* 

I was. 
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I was well aware, depended on the expedition 
with which the conquerors should pursue their 
success. And had they pursued it immediate- 
ly, those who have since cattied the war into 
Africa*, would have experienced (and experi- 
enced too, if I do not flatter myself, by my in- 
tercession) the same clemency with which the 
rest of our party have been treated, who retired 
into Asia and Achaia. But the critical oppor- 
tunity (that season so important in all transac- 
tions, and especially in a civil war) was unhap- 
pily lost : and a whole year intervening, it raised 
the spirits of some of our party to hope they 
might recover the victory : &nd rendered others 
so desperate as not to dread the reverse. Fortune, 
however, must be answerable for the whole train 
of evils which this delay has produced. For who 
would have imagined either that the Alexandrine 
war could have been drawn out to so great a 
length, or that the paltry Pharnaces could have 
struck such a terror throughout Asia . 

But 

b See rem. 3. p, 154. of this vol. 

c Pharnaces was son of the famous Mithridates, king of 
Pontus. [See rem. 2. p. 2. vol. 1.] This young prince, tak- 
ing advantage of Caesar's being; engaged in the Alexandrine 
war, made an incursion into Cappadocia and the Lesser Ar- 
menia; the dominions of Deiotarus, a tributary king to the 
Romans. Domitius Calvinus, whom Caesar had appointed 
to command in Asia and the neighbouring provinces, having 
received notice of this invasion, marched immediately to th» 
assistance of Deiotarus. The two armies came to an engage- 
ment, 
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But though we both acted by the same mca* 
sure*, our present situations, however, are ex- 
tremely different. The scheme which you 
thought proper ta execute, has given you ad- 
mission into Caesar's councils, and opened a 
prospect to you of his future purposes : an ad- 
vantage, most certainly, that must spare you 
all the uneasiness which attends a state of 
doubt and suspenses Whereas, for myself, as 
I imagined that Caesar would immediately after 
the battle of Pharsalia have returned into Italy, 
I hastened hither in order to encourage and 
improve that pacific disposition which he had 
discovered, by his generosity to so many of his 
illustrious enemies : by which means, I have 
ever since been separated from him by an inn 
mense distance. Here, in truth, I sit the sad 
witness of those complaints* that are poured 

forth 

rocnt, in which Pharnaces had the superiority. Calvinus, at 
the same time, being called away by Caesar, who had occasion 
for those troops to complete the conquest of Alexandria, 
Pharnaces took that opportunity ef entering Pontus, which 
he seized as his hereditary dominions, and where he com- 
mitted great cruelties and devastation. This letter seems to 
have been written soon after the transaction above related) 
and probably while Csesar himself was on the march in order 
to chastise the insolence of Pharnaces. It was in giving an 
account of this expedition, that Caesar made use of that Cele- 
brated expression in a letter to one of his friends, Vetii, vidi, 
vici. Hirt. Bel. Alex and, 31. Plut, in vit. Ccesar. 

4 Caesar, after the battle of Pharsalia, sent Mark Antony 
into Italy as his master of the horse : an office, in the ab- 
sence of the dictator, of supreme authority in the common- 
wealth 
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forth ib Rome, and throughout all Italy: com- 
plaint* which both you and I, according to oar 
respective powers, might contribute somewhat 
to remove, if Caesar were present to support as. 

I estreat yon, then, to communicate to me, 
agreeably to your wonted friendship, all that you 
observe and think concerning the present state 
of affairs : in a word, that you would inform me 
what we are to expect, and how you would ad- 
vise me to act. Be assured I shall lay great stress 
upon your sentiments, and had I wisely followed 
those you gave me in your first letter from Lu- 
ceiia*, I might, without difficulty, have still 
preserved my dignities. FareweL 

LETTER XXXVIL 

[A.U.706.] 

To Ac i li us, Proconsul. 

There is no man of the same rank as Otaci- 
lius Naso, with whom I more intimately con- 
verse : as* indeed, the polite and virtuous cast 

of 

vw&tb : but Antony abased Che power with which he was 
thus invested ; and taking advantage of the disturbances 
mentioned in rem. 7. p. 169. of this vol. turned them to his 
private purposes, by enriching himself with the spoils of his 
fellow citizens. This seems to have been the occasion of those 
general complaints to which Cicero here alludes. PJu£. in 
tft. Atitxm. die, Phil. ii. 24, 25. 

* Now called Lucera, a city of Italy, situated in theCa- 
Pitinata, a part of the ancient Apulia. 

1 
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of his mind, renders my daily intercourse with 
him extremely pleasing to me. After having 
thus acquainted you with the terms upon which 
we live together, I need add nothing further 
to recommend him to your good opinion. He 
has some affairs in your province which he has 
entrusted to the management of his freedmen 
Hilarus, Antigonus, and Demostratus : these, 
therefore, together with all the concerns of 
Naso, I beseech you to receive under your pro- 
tection. X I ask this with the same warmth as 
if I were personally interested ; and be assured, 
I shall think myself highly obliged, if I should 
find that this letter shall have had great weight 
with you. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

{A,U.706.] 

To Terentia. 

I have not yet heard any news either of Cae- 
sar's arrival, or of his letter which Philotimus, 
I was informed, had in charge to deliver to me. 
But be assured, you shall immediately receive 
the first certain intelligence I shall be able to 
send you. Take care of your health. Adieu. 

August the 11th. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

[A. U. 706.] 

To the same. 

I have at last received a letter from Caesar, 
and written in no unfavourable terras 9 . It. is 
now said that he will be in Italy much sooner 
than was expected. I have not yet resolved 
whether to wait for him here, or to meet him 
on his way ; but, as soon as I shall have deter- 
mined that point, I will let you know. 

1 beg you would immediately send back this 
messenger; and let me conjure you, at the 
same time, to take all possible care of your 
health. FareweL 

August the 12th. 

9 This letter is not extant, but Cicero mentions the pur- 
port of it in one of his orations ; by which it appears, that 
Caesar therein assured our author, that he would preserve to. 
him his former state and dignities. Pro IAgar. 3, 

Vol. II. N 
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LETTER XL. 

ToAciLirs, Proconsul. 

I have been an old and hereditary guest*, at 
the house of Lyso, of Lilybaeum b , ever since 
the time of his grandfather, and he accordingly 
distinguishes me with singular marks of his re- 
spect ; as, indeed, I have found him to be 
worthy of that illustrious aacestry fiwn which 
he descends. For this reason, I very strata** 
oufily recommend both himself and his family 
to your goad office^ and entreat you to let 
fakn see that my recommendation has proved 
much to his honour and advantage. Farewel. 

LETTER 

* Cicero was proquastor of Sicily, in the year of Rome 
678 i and he afterwards visited that island in order to -fur- 
nish himself with evidence against Verres > the late governor,, 
whom he had undertaken to impeach for his oppressive and 
cruel administration of that province. It was probably upon 
these occasions that he had been entertained til the house 
of Lyso, as well as of several others whom he recommends 
in bis letters to Acilius, as persons to whom he was indebted 
for the rites of hospitality. 

b A sea-port town. in Sicily, now called Marsala* 
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LETTER XJLL 

[A.U.7*6J 

To Teremttia. 

I ah in daily expectation of my courier*, 

whose return will, perhaps, reader me less 

doubtful what course to pursue\ As soon as 

they shall arrive, I will give you immediate 

notice. Meanwhile be careful of your health. 

Farewel. 

September the 1st. 

LETTER XLIL 

[A.U.706.] 

To the same. 

I purpose to be at my Tuscuian villa about 
the 7th or 8th of this month*. I beg that every 
thing may be ready for my reception, as I shall, 
perhaps, bring several friends with me ; and I 

may 

1 Whether to wait at Brtradisium tine anrmi of Caoaar, <fr 
tp set oat in order to meet hinu 

2 " Cicero continued at Brundisium till €«sar arrived in 
M Italy, who came much sooner than wa§ expected, and 
" landed at Tarentum some time in September. They had 
" an interview with each other, which ended much to the 
" satisfaction of Cicero ^ who, intending to follow Oesar to* 
" wards Rome, wrote this letter to his wife, to prepare for 
" his reception at his Tusculan villa." Ross. Rem* on Cic. 
EmUks. 
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may probably, too, continue there some time. 
If a vase is wanting in the bath, let it be sup- 
plied with one ; and I desire you would, like- 
wise, provide whatever else may be necessary 
for the health and entertainment of my guests. 
Farewel. 

Venusia*, October the 1st. 

LETTER XLIIL 

[A. V. 706.} 

To Ac i li us, Proconsul. 

Caius Avianus Philoxenus is my old 
host But, besides this connexion, he is, like- 
wise, my particular friend; and it was in con- 
sequence of my good offices that Caesar admit- 
ted him into the corporation of Novocomum. 
It was upon this" occasion he assumed the fa- 
mily name of his friend Fiaccus Avianus,, whom 
I believe you know to be, likewise, extremely 
mine. I mention these circumstances as so 
many proofs that my recommendation of Phi- 
loxenus is not founded upon common motives. 
I entreat you, then, to receive him into the 
number of your friends ; to assist him in every 
instance that shall not *break in upon your own 
convenience ; and, in a word, to let him see 

that 

3 Now called Venosa, a town in the kingdom of Naples, 
situated at the foot of the Appeimioe mountains. 
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that this letter proved of singular service to him. 
Your compliance with this request will be oblig- 
ing me in the most sensible manner. FareweL 

LETTER XLIV. 

[A.U.r06.J 

To Trebonius 4 . 

1 read your.letter, but particularly the trea- 
tise that attended it 1 , with great pleasure. It 
was a pleasure, nevertheless, not without its 
alloy ; as I could not but regret that you should 
leave us at a time when you had thus inflamed 
my heart, I do not say with a stronger affec- 
tion, (for that could adijiit of no increase) but 

with 

4 He was tribune in the year of Rome £9$, at which time 
be distinguished himself by being the principal promoter of 
those unconstitutional grants that were made by the people 
to Pompey, Caesar, andCrassus, for the enlargement of their 
power and dignities. After the expiration of his tribunate, 
he went into Gaul, in quality of Caesar's lieutenant ; and, on 
the breaking out of the civil war, he was honoured by Caesar 
'with the command at the siege of Marseilles. In the year 
before the date of this letter, he was elected to the office of 
praetor, in which he discovered great spirit and judgment in 
opposing the factious measures of his colleague, the turbu- 
lent Ccelius ; of whose attempts, mention has been made in 
note 6. p. 145* of this vol. In the present year, he was ap- 
pointed proconsul of Spain ; to which province he was either 
just setting out, or actually upon the road, when this letter 
was written. Dio. xxxix. p. 105. Cccsar de Bel. Civil, i. 36. 
in. 20. Hirt. de Bel. Afric. 64. For a farther account of 
Trebonius, see rem. 6. below, and rem. 8. p, 99* vol. iii. . 

1 A collection of Cicero's Bons Mots. 

N 3 
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with & mart ardent desire of enjoying your 
company* My single consolation arises froih 
the hope that we shall endeavour to alleviate 
the pain of this absence by a mutual exchange 
of long and frequent letters. Whilst I promise 
this on my part, I assure myself of the same 
on yours; as, indeed, you have left me no room 
to doubt, how highly I stand in your regard. 
Need I mention those public instances I for- 
merly received of your friendship, when you 
fchewed th6 world that you considered my ene- 
iriies as your own ; when you stood forth, my gte* • 
iierous advocate, in the assemblies of thepeo* 
pie; when you acted with that spirit which the 
consuls ought to have shewn, in maintaining 
the cause of liberty, by supporting mine; and, 
though only a quaestor, yet refused to submit 
to the superior authority of a tribune, whilst 
your colleague, at the same time, meanly yield* 
ed to his measures 6 ? Need I mention (what I 

shall 

'* Trebonius was quaestor in the year of Rome 6£3, when 
Lueios Afranios and Qntntus Metellus Celer were consuls. 
It was at this time that Clodius (desirous of obtaining the 
tribunate in order to oppress Cicero with the weight of that 
powerful magistracy) made his first effort to obtain a law for 
ratifying bis adoption into a plebeian family ; none but ple- 
beians being entitled to exercise that office. The tribune, 
to whom Cicero here alludes, is Herennius, whom Clodius 
had prevailed upon to propose this law to the people, and 
whose indigence and principles qualified him for undertaking 
any work for any man that would give him bis price. Both 
the consuls were, likewise, favourers of this law, when it was 

first 
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shajl always, howeve*, pio$t gratefully remera* 
bcr) the mor$ recent instances of your regard 
to me, in the solicitude you expressed fat my 
safety when I engaged in the late war; i|4fae 
jpy you shewed when I returned into Italy^ in 
your friendly participation of all those cjtres and 
cli&quietudea with which I waa at that time op* 
pressed 8 ; and, in a word, in your kind intent of 
visiting me at Brundisium 9 , if you had not been 
suddenly ordered into Spain ? To omit, I say, 
these various and inestimable proofs of your 
friendship; is not the treatise you have now sent 
me? a most conspicuous evidence of the share I 
enjoy in your heart? It is so, indeed, in a double 
view; andi sot only as you are so partial as to be 
the constant, and, perhaps, single, admirer of 
my wit, but as you have placed it, likewise, in so 
advantageous a light, as to render it, whatever 
it may be in itself, extremely agreeable. The 
truth of it is, your manner of relating my plear 
aantrk*, is not less humorous than the conceits 

you 

first proposed ; but Me tell us, when he discovered fte facti- 
ous designs which Clod i us had in view, thought proper, af- 
terwards, most strongly to oppose it. The colleague of Tre- 
bonius, in the quaestorship, was Quintus Caeciliu* Nepos ; 
of whose particular enmity to Cicero, an account has been 
given in rem. 8. on let. 2. of book i. and by Cicero himself 
in the third letter of the same book. Ad Att. i. 18, J9« 0?*. 
xxxvij. p. 53. Pigh. Annal. 6£3. 
7 After the battle of Pharsalia. 
f ?ee rejm. 3. p. 154. of this vol. / 

• Wheri he was waiting the arrival c-f Caesar. 
K4 
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you celebrate, and half the -reader's mirth is 
exhausted ere he arrives at my joke. In short, 
if I bad no other obligation to you for making 
thifc|sbliection, than your having suffered me to 
bfc sjsWong present to your thoughts, I should be 
utterly insensible if it were riot to impress upon 
m$ the most affectionate sentiments. When I 
consider, indeed, that nothing but the warmest 
attachment could have engaged you in such a 
work, I cannot suppose any man tohaveagreater 
regard for himself, than you have thus disco- 
vered for me* I wish it may be in my power to 
make you as ample a return in every other in- 
stance, as I most certainly do in the affection 
of my heart; a return, with which I trust, how- 
ever, you will be perfectly well satisfied. 

But to return from your performance, to your 

very agreeable letter: full as it was, I may yet 

answer it in few words. Let me assure you, then, 

in the first place, that I no more imagined the 

'letter which J sent to Galvus 10 would be made 

public, 

10 A very celebrated orator ; who, though not much above 
thirty when he died, (which was a short time before this let- 
ter was written) yet left behind him a large collection of ora- 
tions : he was concerned with Cicero in most of the princi- 
pal causes that came into the forum during the short time 
in which he flourished. The letter here mentioned was pro- 
bably part of a correspondence carried on between Cicero 
and Calvus, on the subject of eloquence ; the wnole of which 
was extant long after the death of our author, though none 
of these epistles have reached our times. Quinct. Inst. x. 1. 
Auct. Dialog, de caus. corrupt, eloquent. 18. 21. 
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public, than I suspect that this will ; and you 
are sensible that a letter designed to go no far- 
ther than the. hand to which it is addressed, is . 
written in a very different manner from one in- 
tended for general inspection. But you think, 
it seems, that I have spoken in higher terms of 
his abilities, than truth will justify. It was my 
Teal opinion, however, that he possessed a great 
genius, and, notwithstanding that he misap- 
plied it by a wrong choice of that particular 
species of eloquence which he (adopted, yet he 
certainly discovered great judgment in his ex- 
ecution. In a word, his compositions were 
marked with, a vein of uncommon erudition; 
but they wanted a certain strength and spirit 
of colouring to render them perfectly finished* 
It was the attainment, therefore, of this quality 
that I endeavoured to recommend to His pur- 
suit; and the seasoning of advice with ap- 
plause, has a wonderful efficacy in firing the 
genius and animating the efforts of those one 
wishes to persuade". This was the true motive 

of 

11 " It is but allowing a man to be what be would have 
" the work! think him, (says Sir Richard Steele) to make 
u him any thing else that one pleases." This judicious 
piece of flattery, however, deserves to be highly applauded 
in the present instance, as it proceeded entirely from a 
desire of benefiting the person on whom it was employed. — 
But what renders it more remarkably generous is, that Cal- 
vus contested, though very unequally indeed, the palm of 
eloquence with Cicero. Yet the latter, we see, gene- 
rously endeavoured to correct the taste of his rival, and 

improve 
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of the praises I bestowed upon Calvn*, of 
whose talents I really had a very high opinion, 
I have only farther to assure you, that my 
affectionate wishes attend you in your journey ; 
that I shall impatiently expect your return ; 
that I shall faithfully preserve you in my re* 
membrance ; and that I shall soothe the unea- 
siness of your absence, by keeping up this epis- 
tolary commerce. Let me entreat you to reflect, 
on your part, on the many and great good of- 
fices I have received at your hands ; and which, 
though you may forget, I never can, without 
being guilty of a most unpardonable, ingrati- 
tude. It is impossible, indeed, you should re- 
flect on the obligations you have conferred 
upon me, without believing, not only that I 
have some merit, but that I think of you with 
the highest esteem and affection- Farewel. 

LETTER 

improve him iato a lest inadequate competitor. For Ciceto 
was too conscious of his sublime abilities, to be infected with 
that low jealousy so visible in wits of an inferior rank, who 
sectt to think they can only rise in feme ia proportion as 
they shall be able to sink the merit of contemporary ge- 
niuses. Scncc. Controvert, iii. 19. 
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LETTER XLV. 

{A. U. 706.] 

To Ac I li us, Proconsul. 

I have long had obligations to Demetrius 
Magus, for the generous reception he gave me 
when X was in Sicily* : indeed there is none of 
his countrymen with whom I ever entered into 
so strong a friendship. At my particular in- 
stances, Dolabella prevailed with Csesar to grant 
him the freedom of Rome, and I assisted at the 
ceremony of his admission : accordingly he now 
takes upon himself the name of Publius Corne- 
lius. The ill use which some men, of a mean 
and avaricious turn, had made of Caesar's con- 
fidence, by exposing privileges of this kind to 
sale, induced him to make a general revocation 
of these grants. However, he assured Dola- 
bella, in my presence, that he had no reason to 
be under any apprehension with respect to Ma- 
gus ; for his benefaction, he said, should still 
remain to him in its full force. I thought 
proper to metition this, that you might treat 
him with the consideration which is due to a 
Roman citizen ; and it is with the utmost zeal 
that I recommend him to your favour in all 
other respects. You cannot, indeed, confer 

upon 

a See Tern, *, p. 17S. of this vol. 
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upon me an higher obligation, than by con- 
vincing my friend that this letter procured 
him the honour of your peculiar regard. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XLVL 

[A. U. 706.] 

To Sextilius Rufus 1 , %uasstor. . 

I recommend all the Cyprians in general to 
your protection, but particularly those belong- 
ing to the district of Paphos* : and I shall hold 
myself obliged to you for any instance of your 
favour that you shall think proper to shew 
them. It is with the more willingness I apply 
to you in their behalf, as it much imports your 
character (in which I greatly interest myself) 
that you, who are the first quaestor that ever 
held the government of Cyprus 1 , should form 
such ordinances as may deserve to be followed 
as so many precedents by your successors. It 
will contribute, I hope, to this end, if you 
shall pursue that edict which was published by 

• your 

1 He was appointed governor of the island of Cyprus, as 
appears by the present letter. And this, together with his 
commanding the fleet under Cassius, in Asia, after the death 
of Caesar, is the whole that is known of him. 

* A city in the island of Cyprus. 

3 Before this time it was always annexed (as Manutius 
observes) to the province of Cilicia. 

3 
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your friend Lentulus 4 , together with those 
which were enacted likewise by myself 5 , as 
your adopting them will prove, I trust, much 
to your honour. FareweL 

LETTER XLVII. 

[A.U.706.] 

To Acilius, Proconsul. 

I strongly recommend my friend and host, 
Hippias, to your good offices : he is a citizen 
of Calactina, and the son of Philoxenus. His 
estate (as the affair has been represented to me) 
has been illegally seized for the use of the pub- 
lic ; and, if this should be the truth, your own 
equity, without any other recommendation, will 
sufficiently incline you to see that justice is done 
him. But, whatever the circumstances of his 
case may be, I request it as an honour to my- 
self, and an honour too of the most obliging 
kind, that you would in this, and in every 
other article in which he is concerned, favour 
him with your assistance ; so far, I mean, as 
shall not be inconsistent with the honour and 
dignity of your character. FareweL 

LETTER 

4 Lentulus Spinther, to whom several letters in the first 
and second books of this collection are addressed. See rem* 
X. p. 50. vol. 1. 

5 Cicero succeeded Appius in the government of Cilicia. 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

[A.U.TO6.3 
To the same. 

Lucius BiiuTTius # ayoung mail of equestrian 
rank, is in the number of those with whom I 
am most particularly intimate : there has been 
a great friendship, likewise, between his father 
and myself, ev^r since I was quaestor in Sicily. 
He distinguishes me by peculiar marks of his 
observance, and is adorned with every valua- 
ble accomplishment He is at present my 
guest ; but I most earnestly recommend his fa- 
mily, his affairs, and his agents, to your pro- 
tection. You will confer upon me a most ac- 
ceptable obligation, by giving him reason to 
find (as, indeed, I have ventured to assure him 
he undoubtedly will) that this letter proved 
much to his advantage. FareweL 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLIX. 

£A.u.ro0.] 

To Lucius Pax>irius ¥je?vb\ 

Is it true, my friend, that you look upon your- 
self as having been guilty of a most ridiculous 
piece of folly, in attempting to imitate the 
thunder, as you call it, of my eloquence ? — 
With reason, indeed, you might have thought 
soi, had you failed in your attempt : but, since 
you have excelled die model you had in view, 
the disgrace surely is on my side, not on yours. 
The verse, therefore, which you apply to your- 
self, from one of TrabeaV comedies, may with 
much more justice be turned upon me, as my 
own eloquence falls far short of that perfection 
at which I aim. But tell me what sort of fi- 
gure do my letters make ? are they not written, 
think you, in the true familiar ? They do not 
constantly, however, preserve one uniform 
manner, as this species of composition bears no 
resemblance to that of the oratorical kind; 
though, indeed, in judicial matters, we vary 
our style according to the nature of the causes 
in which we are engaged* Those, for exam- 
ple, 

b See vol. ii. p. 15. rem. 1. 

* The time when this poet flourished rs uncertain. Mis 
dramatic writings seem to have been in great repute* as Ci- 
cero frequently quotes them in bis Tusculan Disputations. 

I 
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pie, in which private interests of little moment 
are concerned, we treat with a suitable simpli- 
city t>f diction ; but where the reputation or 
the life of our client is in question, we rise into 
greater pomp and dignity of phrase. But, 
whatever may be the subject of my letters, 
they still speak the language of conversation. 
How came you to imagine that all your fa- 
mily have been plebeians, when it is certain 
that many of them were patricians, of the 
lower order d ? To begin with the first in this 
catalogue, I will instance Lucius Papisius Ma- 
gillanus; who, in the year of Rome 312, was 
censor with Lucius Sempronius Atrafinus, as, 
he before had been his colleague in the consu- 
late. At this time your family name was Pa- 
pisius. After him there were thirteen of your 
ancestors who were curule magistrates*, before 
Lucius Papirius Crassus, who was the first of 
your family that changed the name of Papi- 
sius. 

* The Patrician families were distinguished into tbt^ 
higher and the lower order. Of the former sort were those' 
who derived their pedigree from the two hundred senators 
that composed the senate, as it was originally established by 
Romulus : of the latter, were the descendants of tfce mem- 
bers which, above a century afterwards, were added to this 
celebrated council, byTarquinius Priscus. Rosin. Antiquit. : 

Rom. p. 687. 

c The curule magistates were those particular officers of 
the state who had the privilege of being drawn in a car. — I 

These were {he consuls, the censors, the praetors, and. qu* \ 

ruje aediles. | 
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sius. This Papirius, in the year 315, being 
chosen dictator, appointed Lucius Papirius 
Castor to be his master of the horse, and four 
year* afterwards he was elected consul, toge- 
ther with Caius Duilius. Next in this list ap- 
pears Cursor, a man highly honoured in his ge- 
neration ; and after him we find Lucius Masso, 
the sedile, together with several others of the 
same appellation : and I could wish that you 
had the portraits of all these patricians among 
your family-pictures. The Carbones and the 
Turdi follow next. This branch of your family 
were all of them plebeians, and they by no means 
reflect any honour upon your race. For, except- 
ing Caius Carbo, who was murdered by Dama- 
sippus, there is not one of his name who was not 
an enemy to his country. There was another 
Caius, whom I personally knew, as well as the 
buffoon, his brother : they were both of them 
men of the most worthless characters. As to 
the son of Rubria, he was my friend ; for which 
reason I shall pass him over in silence, and only 
mention his three brothers, Caius, Cneius, and 
Marcus. Marcus, having committed numberless; 
acts of violence and oppression in Sicily, was 
prosecuted for those crimes by Publius Flaccus, 
and found guilty : Caius being, likewise, im- 
peached by Lucius Crassus, is said to have 
poisoned himself with cantharides. He was 
Vol, II. O the 
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the author of great disturbances, during the 
time that he exercised the office of tribune, 
and is supposed to have been cohcerned in the 
murder of Scipio Africanus. As to Cneius, 
who was put to death by my friend Pompey*, 
at Lilybaeum, there never existed, I believe, a 
more infamous character. It is generally ima- 
gined that the father of this man, in order to 
avoid the consequences of a prosecution which 
was commenced against him by Marcus Anto- 
nius, put an end to his life by a draught of vi- 
triol. Thus, my friend, I would advis? you to 
claim your kindred among the patricians ; for 
you see the plebeian part of your family were 
but a worthless and seditious race*. Farewel. 

LETTER 

f This Cneius Papirius Carbo was three times consul ; the 
last of which was in the year of Rome 671. Having exer- 
cised his power in a most oppressive and tyrannical manner, 
he was deposed, to the great satisfaction of the republic, by 
Sylla, who was immediately declared dictator. Carbo soon 
afterwards appeared, wiih a considerable fleet, upon the 
coast of Sicily ; and being taken prisoner by Pompey, whom 
Sylla had sent in pursuit of him, he was formally arraigned 
before the tribunal of Pompey, and publicly executed by his 
orders at Lilybseum. Pint, in vit. Pomp. 

g It may be proper to apprise the reader, in this place, 
that there is one epistle from Cicero to Paetus, which is 
omitted in this translation. Cicero takes occasion, in this 
rejected letter, to explain to his friend the notion of the 
stoics concerning obscenity ; and, in order to illustrate their 
absurd reasoning upon this subject, he introduces a great'va- 
riety of double entendres, which, as they turn upon ambigui- 
ties that hold only in the Latin language, it is utterly im- 
possible to translate. But, had they been reconcileable to 
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LETTER L. 

[A. U. 706.] 

To Ac 1 li us, Proconsul. 

I have long had a friendship with the family 
of the Titurnii ; the last surviving branch of 
which is Marcus Titurnius Rufus. He has a 
claim, therefore, to my best good offices, and 
it is in your power to render them effectual. 
Accordingly I recommend him to your favour, 
in all the most unfeigned warmth of my heart; 
and you will extremely oblige me by giving 
him strong proofs of the regard you pay to my 
recommendation. Farewel. 

LETTER 

our idiom, the translator would nevertheless have declined 
the office of being their interpreter ; as he would not have 
deprived himself of the satisfaction to think that there is no* 
thing in these volumes unfit for the perusal of the fair part 
of his readers. Vid, Epist. Tamil, ix. 22. 

OS 
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LETTERS 

OF 

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 

TO 

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS* 

'■ ■■ i ii • ■ gas-*— -date 



BOOK VIII. 



LETTER I. 

[A.U.r07.] 

To Marcus Marius 1 . 

Whenever I reflect, as, indeed, I frequfently 
do, on those public calamities we have thuS 
long endured, and are still likely to endure, it 
always brings to my thoughts the ladt inter- 
view we had together. It made so strong an im- 
pression, 

* See rem. 2. p. 116. vol. 1. 
OS 
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pression upon my mind, that I can name the 
very day ; and I perfectly well remember it was 
on the 10th of May, in the consulate of Len- 
tulus and Marcellus 1 , that, upon my arrival at 
< my Pompeian villa 1 , I found you waiting for 
me with the most friendly solicitude. Your 
generous concern arose from a tenderness both 
for -my honour and my safety ; as the former, 
you feared, tfould be endangered if I continued 
in Italy ; and the latter, if I went to Pompey. 
I was myself, likewise, as you undoubtedly per- 
ceived, so greatly perplexed, as to be incapable 
of determining which of these measures was 
most advisable. However, I resolved to sacri- 
fice all considerations of personal safety to tfye 
dictates of my honour, and accordingly I join- 
ed Pompey in Greece. But I no sooner arrived 
in his army, than I had occasion to repent of 
my resolution ; not so much from the danger to 
which I was myself exposed, as from the many 
capital faults I discovered among them. In the 
first, place, Pompey's forces were neither very 
considerable in point of numbers*, nor by any 

means- 

a An. Urb. 704 about two years before the date of this 
letter, which was probably written very early in the present 
y«»r. 

3 " This villa of Cicero was situated near Pompeii, upon 
" the eastern coast of the bay of Naples, and at i\n great 
" distance from the villa of Marius." Mr. Ross. 

* Pompey's army, at the battle of Pharsaliu, was more 

than 
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means composed of warlike troops : and, in the 
next place, (1 speak, however, with exception 
of Pompey himself, and a few others of the 
principal leaders) they carried on the war with 
such a spirit of rapaciousness, and breathed 
such principles of cruelty in their conversation, 
that I could not think even upon our success 
without horror. To this I must add, that some 
of the most considerable officers were deeply- 
involved in debt ; and, in short, there was no- 
thing good among them but their cause. Thus 
despairing of success, I advised (what, indeed, 
I had always recommended) that proposals of 
accommodation should be offered to Caesar ; 
and when I found Pompey utterly averse to all 
measures of that kind, I endeavoured to per- 
suade him, at least, to avoid a general engage- 
ment. This last advice he seemed sometimes 
inclined to follow ; and, probably, would have 
followed, if a slight advantage, which he soon 
afterwards gained 4 , had not given him a con- 
fidence in his troops. From that moment, all 

the 

than double in number to that of Caesar, whose ferces 
amounted only to about 22,000 men. Plut. in vit. Pomp. 

4 Before the walls of Dyrrachium. Notwiihslaj.di.ng Ci- 
cero speaks with some sort of contempt of this advantage 
which Pompey gained over the troops of Caesar ; yet it ap- 
peals to have been very considerable. It was thought so at 
least by Caesar himself, who observed to some of his friends, 
after the action was over, that the enemy would have ob- 
tained a complete victory, had they been commanded by a 
general that knew how to conquer. Plut. in vit. Pomp. 
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the skill and conduct of this great man seems 
to have utterly forsaken him : and he acted so 
little like a general, that, with a raw and inex- 
perienced army, he imprudently gave battle 5 to 
the most brave and martial legions. The con- 
sequence was, that he suffered a most shameful 
defeat ; and, abandoning his camp to Caesar, 
he was obliged to run away, unaccompanied 
even with a single attendant*. This event de- 
termined me to lay down my arms ; being per- 
suaded 

5 In the plains of Pbarsalia. Tbe principal officers of 
Pompey's army were so elated by their late success before 
Dyrrachium, that they pursued Caesar as to certain conquest; 
and, instead of concerting measures for securing their victory, 
were employed in warmly contesting among themselves their 
several proportions of the spoils. Porapey was not less con- 
fident of success than the rest ; and he had the imprudence to 
declare, in a council of war, which was holden a few days 
before this important battle, that he did not doubt of entirely 
defeating Czesar by the single strength of his cavalry, and 
without engaging his legions in the action. Cobs, de Bel. 
Gv. iii. 83. 86. 

It is very observable, that the day on which this memo- 
rable battle was fought, is no where recorded, and that it 
was not known even in Lucan's time : 

Tempora signavit leviorum Roma mahrum, 

Hunc noluit nescire diem. Luc. vii. 410. 

6 Plutarch resembles Pompey's flight to that of Ajax be- 
fore Hector, as described in the 11th Iliad : 

Zew is zjacvnp Aiav0' i/\l/i£oyo* gv QoSov upas' 

2t») is ratyowy &c. 

Partial Jove, espousing Hector's part, 

Shot heav'n-bred horror thro' the Grecian's heart; 
Confus'd) unnerv'd in Hector's presence grown, 
Amaz'd he stood, with horrors not his own. 
O'er his broad back his moony shield he threw, 
Andy glaring round, by tardy steps withdrew. Pop i. 

In 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Boo* VIII. OF CICERO. SOl 

suaded that, if we could not prevail with our 

united forces, we should scarce have better 

success when they were broken and dispersed* 

I declined, therefore, to engage any farther 

in a war, the result of which must necessarily 

be attended with one or other of the following 

unhappy consequences : either to perish in the 

field of battle, to be taken prisoner by the 

conquerors, to be sacrificed by treachery 7 , to 

have recourse to Juba 8 , to live in a sort of 

voluntary 

In fact, however, it w» attended with all the circumstances 
of disgrace which Cicero mentions. Pompey, after various 
deliberations, resolved to take shelter in Egypt, where he had 
reason to hope for a protector in Ptolemy, whose father he 
had formerly assisted in recovering his dominions. [See vo!. 
i. p. 51. rem. 2.] But Theodotus, a sort of tutor to this 
young prince, not thinking it prudent either to receive Pom- 
pey, or to refuse him admittance, proposed, as the best po- 
licy, that he should be destroyed. Accordingly the persons 
who were sent to conduct him from bis ship had directions 
to be his executioners; which they performed, by stabbing 
him, as he was stepping out of the boat, in order to land. — 
These assassins, having severed Pompey's head, left his body 
on the shore, where it was burnt with the planks of an old 
fishing-boat, by a faithful freed roan, who had been the un- 
happy spectator of this affecting tragedy. Pompey's ashes 
were afterwards conveyed to his wife Cornelia, who deposited 
them in a family monument near his Alban villa. Pint, in 
vit. Pomp. 

7 This seems to allude to the fate of Pompey, 
* He was a very considerable prince, whose dominions 
extended not only over that part of Africa which is now 
called the* coast of Barbary, but southward beyond mount 
Atlas, and from the Streights mouth along the Atlantic ocean 
to the Canary islands. Upon the first breaking out of the ci- 
vil war, he distinguished himself in supporting the- Porripeian 
party, in Africa, against the army commanded by Curi«>, 

when* 
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voluntary exile, or to fall by one's own hand. 
Other choice most certainly there was none, if 
you would not, or durst not, trust to the cle- 
mency of the victor. Banishment, it must be 
xnvned, to a mind that had nothing to reproach 
itself with, would have been the most eligible of 
all these evils ; especially under the reflection 
of being driven from a commonwealth, which 
presents nothing to our view but what we must 
behold with pain. Nevertheless, I chose to re- 
main 

whom he entirely defeated. [See rem. 1. on let. I. B. iii.] 
Lucan has given a very poetical description of the several 
tributary nations which, upon this occasion, he led to battle : 
Autolohs, Numidceque vagi, semperque paratus 
Incuito Gcetulus equo, Sfc. 
With him unnumber'd nations march along, 
Th' Autololes with wild Numidians throng; 
The rough Gwtulian, with his ruder steed; 
The Moor, resembling India's swarthy breed: 
Poor Nasamons, and Garamantines join' d, 
With swift Marmaridans that match the wind; 
The Marax bred the trembling dart to throw, 
v Sure as the shaft that leaves the Parthian bow ; 
With these Massy lid* s nimble horsemen ride ; 
They nor the bit, nor curbing rein provide, 
But with Ught rods the well-taught coarser guide. 
From lonely cots the Lybian hunters came, 
Who still unarm' d invade the salvage game, 
And with spread mantles tawny lions tame. Re we. 
After the battle of Pharsalia, Scipio, who commanded the 
remains of Pompey's army that had assembled in Africa, ap- 
plied to Juba for assistance; who, accordingly joined him 
with a very considerable body of men. But their united forces 
were not sufficient to withstand the foitune of Caesar; who, 
having defeated their combined troops, Juba was too high 
spirited to survive the disgrace, and," at his own request, was 
stabbed by one of his attendants. Lucan. iv. 670. Hirt. dc 
Bell. Afric. 94. 
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main with my own ; if any thing now, indeed, 
can with propriety be called our oxvn ; a mis- 
fortune which, together with every other cala- 
mity that this fatal war has produced, I long 
since foretold. I returned, therefore, to Italy, 
not as to a situation perfectly desirable, but in 
order, if the republic should in anydegreesub- 
sist, to enjoy somewhat that had, at least, the 
semblance of our country; and if it were ut- 
terly destroyed, to live as if I were, to all essen- 
tial purposes, in a real state of exile. But, 
though I saw no reason that could justly induce 
me to be my own executioner, I saw many to 
be desirous' of death. For it is an old and true 
maxim, that "life is not worth preserving, when 
" a man is no longer what he once was." A 
blameless conscience, however, is undoubtedly 
a great consolation ; especially as I can add to 
it the double support that arises to my mind, 
from a knowledge of the noblest sciences, and 
from the glory of my former actions ; one of 
which can never be torn from me so long as I 
live ; and of the other, even death itself has 
not the power to deprive me. 

I have troubjed you with this minute detail, 
from a full persuasion of the tender regard you 
bear both to myself and to our country. I was 
desirous, indeed, to apprise you fully of the 
principles by which I have steered, that you 
1 might 
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might be sensible it was my first and principal 
aim, that no single arm should be more potent 
than the whole united commonwealth; and, after- 
wards, when there was one, who by Pompey's 
mistaken conduct, had so firmly established his 
power as to render all resistance vain ; that it 
was my next endeavour to preserve the public 
tranquillity. I was desirous you should know 
that, after the loss of those troops, and that gene- 
ral 9 wherein all our hopes were centered, I at- 
tempted to procure a total cessation of arms ; 
and when this advice proved ineffectual, that I 
determined, at least, to lay down my own. In a 
word, I was desirous you should know, that if 
our liberties still remain, I also am still a citizen 
of the republic ; if not, that I am no less an 
exile, nor more conveniently situated, than if I 
had banished myself to- Rhodes or Mitylene 10 . 

I should 

* Pompey. 

,0 Rhodes, the metropolis of an island in the Mediterra- 
nean, and Mitylene, the principal city of Lesbos, an island 
in the jEgean sea, where places to which Marcel lus and some 
others of the Pompeian party retired after the battle of Phar- 
salia. These cities were esteemed by the ancients for the 
delightful temperature of their respective climates, and for 
many other delicacies with which they abounded; and, ac- 
cordingly, Horace, in his ode to Plancus, mentions them in 
the number of those which were most admired and celebrat- 
ed by his countrymen : 

Laudabunt alii claram Rhoden % cut Mitylenen, $c. 

BothVitruvius and Cicero, likewise, speak of Mitylene in par- 
ticular, with the highest encomiums on the elegance, beauty, 
and magnificence of its buildings. It should seem, therefore, 

that 
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I should have been glad to have said this to 
you in person ; but, as I was not likely to meet 
with an opportunity for that purpose so soon as 
I wished, I thought proper to take this earlier 
method of furnishing you with an answer, if you 
should fall in the way of those who are disposed 
to arraign my conduct For, notwithstanding 
that my death could in no sort have availed the 
republic, yet I stand condemned, it seems, by 
some, for not sacrificing my life in its cause. 
But they are those only, I am well assured, who 
have the cruelty to think, that there has not been 
blood enough spilt already. If my advice, how- 
ever, had been followed, those who have perish- 
ed in this war, might have preserved their lives 
with honour, though they had accepted of peace 
upon ever so unreasonable conditions. For they 
would still have had the better cause, though 
their enemies had the stronger swords. 

And now, perhaps, I have quite tired your 

patience ; 

that, the text is corrupted in this place ; and that, instead of 
non incqmmodiore Iq/co, the true reading is non commodiore. 
Cicero, indeed, woujd make use of a very odd sort of justifi* 
cation,, if we suppose him to have said that he had not cho- 
sen, a more inconvenient place for his residence, than those 
wjio retired to Rhodes or Mitylene ; whereas it was much to 
lis purpose to assert, that the exiles in those cities were full 
a^s conveniently situated as himself. For the rest, it will ap- 
pear in the progress of these letters, that Cicero was far from 
living at Rome as in a state of exile, during Caesar's usurpa- 
tion. Jfor.Qd, i, 7. Vitru. i. Ck. de Leg. Agra. ii. 1& 
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patience ; I shall think so, at least, if you do 
not send me a longer letter in return. I will 
only add, that if I can dispatch some affairs 
which I am desirous of finishing, I hope to be 
with you very shortly. Farewel. 

LETTER II. 

[A.U.707.] 

To Cneius Plancius 1 . 

I am indebted to you for two letters, dated 
from Corcyra. You congratulate me in one 
of them on the account you have received, that 

I still 

1 Cneius Plancius was of an equestrian family. He was 
early initiated into public affairs b^^ulusTorquatus, whom 
he attended when he was proconsul in Africa.. He after- 
wards served under Quintus Metelius, in his expedition against 
Crete; and, in the year of Cicero's banishment, was quaestor 
in Macedonia. This gave him an opportunity of distinguish- 
ing his friendship for our author, by the many good offices 
he exerted towards him as he passed through that province. 
, Cicero very gratefully remembered them, as appears by his 
oration in defence of Plancius, when be was accused of illi- 
cit practices in obtaining the office of aedile. He seems, in 
the earlier part of his life, to have indulged himself in the 
prevailng vices of the fashionable world ; but, upon the whole 
of his character, to have been a man of strict honour and 
integrity. Cicero particularly celebrates him for his filial 
piety, and that general esteem in which be lived with all his 
relations. At the time when this letter was written, he was 
in Corcyra, a little island in the Ionian sea, now called 
Corfu. It is probable he retreated thither, with some others 
of the Pompeian party, after the total overthrow of their ar- 
my in the plains of Pbarsalia. Orat.pro. Plane, 7« 11, 12. 
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I still preserve my former influence in the com- 
monwealth, and wish me joy in the other, of my 
late marriage*. With respect to the first, if to 
mean well to the interest of my country, and to 
approve that meaning to every friend of its liber- 
ties, may be considered as maintaining my in- 
fluence, the account you have heard is certainly 
true. But if it consists in rendering those sen- 
timents effectual to the public welfare, or, at 
least, in daring freely to support and enforce 
them ; alas ! my friend, I have not the least 
shadow of influence remaining. The. fact is, 
it will be sufficient honour if I can have so 
much influence over myself as to bear with pa- 
tience our present and impending calamities; a 
frame of mind not to be acquired without diffi- 
culty, when it is considered that the present 
war 3 is such that if one party is successful, it 
will be attended with an infinite effusion of 
blood ; and, if the other, with a total extinc- 
tion of liberty. It affords me some consolation, 
however, under these dangers, to reflect, that I 
clearly foresaw them when I declared how great- 
ly 1 dreaded our victory as well as our defeat ; 

I was 

* See below note 5. 

3 Between Caesar, and the remains of the Pompeian party 
under the command of Scipio, who had assembled a very con* 
siderable army in Africa. Caesar set out upon this expedition 
towards the end of December, in the preceding year, about 
three or four months after his return from the Alexandrine 
war. 
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I was perfectly aware of the hazard, to which 
our liberties would be exposed, by referring our 
political contentions to the decision of the 
sword. I knew, indeed, if that party should 
prevail which I joined, not from a passion for 
war, but merely with the hopes of facilitating an 
accommodation, what cruelties were to he ex- 
pected from their pride, their avarice, and their 
revenge. On the contrary, should they be 
vanquished, I was sensible what numbers of the 
l>est and most illustrious of our fellow-citizens 
would inevitably perish. And yet, when I 
forewarned these men of our danger, and justly 
advised them to avoid it, instead of receiving 
my admonitions as the effect of a prudential 
caution, they chose to treat it as the dictates 
of an unreasonable timidity. 

But to turn to your other letter ; I am obliged 
to you for your good wishes in regard to my 
raairiage 5 ; as I am well persuaded that they are 

perfectly 

5 Cicero, bad very lately divorced his wife Terentia, on 
occasion of some great offence she had given him in her 
economical conduct. The person to whom he was now 
married, was called Publia, a young lady to whom he had 
been guardian, and of an age- extremely disproportionate to 
his own* His principal inducement to this match, seems to 
have been her fortune; which-, it is said, wa9 very conside- 
rable. However, he did. not long enjoy the benefit of it, for 
finding himself uneasy, likewise, under thia second marriage, 
he soon parted with his young wife, and consequently with her 
portion. This very unequal match exposed Cicero to much 
censure ; and Calenus warmly reproaches him with it, in 
thai bitter invective which he delivered, as Dio, at least, 

pretends, 
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perfectly sincere. I should have had no thoughts^ 
iti these miserable times, of entering into any 
new engagement of this sort, if I bad. hot, upon 
my return into Italy, found my domestic affairs 
m no better a situation than those of; the re- 
public. When I discovered that, through the 
wicked practices of those whom I had infinitely 
obliged, and to whom my welfare ought to have 
been infinitely dear, that there was no security 
for me within my own walls, and that I was sur- 
rounded with treachery on all sides, I thought 
it necessary to protect myself against the pfcrfi- 
diousness of my old connexions, by having re- 
course to a more faithful alliance. — But enough 
of my private concerns: jind perhaps too ncmch. 
As to those which relate to yourself, I hope 
you have the opinion of them which you justly 
ought, and are free from all particular unjeasi- 
ness on your own account. For I am well per- 
suaded, that whatever may be the event of pub- 
lic aflairs, you will be perfectly secure : as one 
of the contending parties, I perceive, is already 
reconciled to you ; and the other you have ne- 
ver offended. With respect to my own disposi- 
tion towards you : though I well know the nar- 
row extent of my power, and how little my ser- 
vices can npw avail, yet you may be assured 

1 of 

pretends, in reply to one of Cicero's against Mark Antony, 
Ad Att. xiii. 34. Dio. lx. f>. 303. 

Vol. II. P 
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of my most zealous endeavours, at least, upoi* 
every occasion wherein either your character 
or your interest is concerned. In the mean, 
time, let me know, as soon as possible, how it 
fares with you, and what measures you purpose 
to pursue. FareweU 

LETTER III. 

[A..U.707.] 

ToTo$anius\ 

Although I imagine this miserable war is 
either already terminated, by some decisive en- 
gagement*, or 'at least is approaching to its 
conclusion ; yet 3 #**##****. I frequently 
reflect, that there was not a man throughout all 

the- 

1 Suetonius mentions a person of this name, who was 
elected into th,e office of Mdile with Octavius, the father of 
Augustus, and who afterwards, notwithstanding he had been 
guardian to Augustus himself, was in the number of those 
who perished by the sanguinary proscriptions of that empe-! 
ror. One of the commentators upon that historian, supposes 
him to be the same person to whom this letter is addressed ; 
and indeed the conjecture is extremely probable. However* 
all that can be affirmed with any certainty concerning Tora- 
nius is, that he took part in the civil war on the. side of Pom- 
pey, and that* after the battle of Pharsalia, he retired toCor- 
cyra, as he appears to have been in that island when this let- 
ter was written. Suet, ip vit. August. 27. See the rem. of 
Mr. Ross, on the Epist. Tamil, vol. i. p. 498. 

* See rem. 3* on the foregoing letter, p'. 207. 

3 The first period of this letter in the original runs thus/ 
Etsi cum hcec ad te scribebam, nut appropinquare exitus kvjus 
calamitosissimi belli, out jam aliquid actum Sf confectum vide- 
balur ; tamen quotidie commemorabam, te mum in tanto ex- 

trcitu 
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the numerous army of Potnpey who agreed 
with you and me in ouV opinion. We were the 
only persons, indeed, who were sensible, if there 
should be no hope of an accommodation, how 
pregnant with mischief that war must prove, iir 
which torrents of blood would be the conse- 
quence, if we were vanquished ; and slavery, 
if we proved victorious 4 . I was represented, 
at that time, by such wise and heroic spirits as 
your Domitii and your Lentuli, as a man alto- 
gether under the dominion of fear : and fear, I 
will confess, I did, that those calamities would 
happen which have since ensued. But I am 
now totally void of all farther apprehensions ; 
and I stand prepared to meet with indifference 
whatever it be that fortune may have in reserve. 
While prudence, indeed, could any thing avail, 
I lamented to see her dictates neglected. But 
now that counsel can profit nothing, and that 
the republic is utterly overturned, the only ra- 
tional 

ercitu mifufuisse assentorem, 4* me tibi. The eUi and the ta- 
tnen in this sentence, seem to be as absolutely incoherent as 
if Cicero had said, that " although JEnezs settled in Italy, yet 
" Casar was a consummate general/' It should seem, there* 
fore, that there is some error in the text. Perhaps the proper 
connecting words that followed tamen, have been dropped by 
the transcribers ; and that Quotidie was the beginning of a 
new sentence. The translator has ventured, at least, to pro* 
ceed upon this conjecture : and the place of the supposed 
omission is marked by asterisks. 

4 This is explained by what he says of Pompey in a sub* 
sequent letter, p. 344. of this vol. 

P2 
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tional part that remains, is to bear with calm- 
ness whatever shall be the event: especially 
when it is considered, that death is the final 
period of all human concerns. In the mean 
time I have the satisfaction to be conscious, that 
I consulted the dignity of the republic, whilst 
it was possible to be preserved ; and when ife 
could no longer be maintained, that my next 
endeavour was, to save the commonwealth from 
being utterly destroyed. I mention this, not 
to indulge a vanity in talking of myself, but 
that you, who were entirely united with me in 
the same sentiments and disposition, may be 
ltd into the same train of reflections. For it 
must undoubtedly afford you great consolation 
to remember, that whatever turn affairs might 
have taken, your counsels were perfectly right 
May we yet live to see the republic, in some 
degree at least, again restored ! and may we 
have the satisfaction of one day comparing to- 
gether the anxiety we mutually suffered, when 
we were looked upon as men that wanted spi- 
rit,, merely because we declared that those 
consequences would happen which have ac- 
cordingly taken place ! Mean while, I will 
venture to assure you, that you have nothing 
to apprehend upon your own account, exclur 
sive of the general subversion of the common- 
wealth. As for myself, be persuaded, that I 

shall 
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shall at all times, as far as lies in my power, he 
feady to exert my utmost services towards you 
And your family* FareweL 

LETTER IV, 

[A. U. 707J 

To 6 Marcus Tehentius Vakro. 

Attic us lately read a letter to me that be 
had received from you, by which I was in- 
formed, where you arc}, and in what manner em- 
- ployed: but it mentioned no circumstance that 

could 

* Marcus Terentius Varro had been lieutenant to Pom- 
pey in the piratic war ; in which he distinguished himself 
with so much advantage, as to be honoured with a naval 
crown : an honour usually conferred on those who had sig- 
nalized their valour in a sea engagement. He was afterwards 
appointed, in conjunction with Afranius and Petreius, lieu- 
tenant to Pompey in Spain : and he was serving in that qua* 
iityj when the civil war broke out. He was at that time at 
the head of two legions in the farther Spain : but his col-' 
leagues having been defeated by Caesar, he found himself in 
no Condition to resist ; and accordingly surrendered himself 
And his army into the hands of the conqueror. He seems 
from that time to have withdrawn from public affairs, and to 
have consecrated the remainder of his life (which he is said 
to have preserved, with all his senses entire, to the age of an 
hundred) wholly to philosophical studies. His genius and 
talents, indeed, were principally of the literary kind : in 
which he was universally Acknowledged to hold the first rank 
among his contemporaries. He published many treatises in 
all the various branches of human science : one or two of the 
least considerable of which, and those not entire, are the whole 
that now remain of his numberless compositions. Cor*, Bel. 
Gwil* 17* &c. VaL. Max. viii. 7. Cic. AwAm* i. 3. 

PS 
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could lead me to guess, when we might expect 
to see you. I hope, however, that the time 
of your coming hither is approaching, and that 
your company will afford me consolation un- 
der our general misfortunes : though, indeed, 
they are so numerous and so severe, that it is 
a folly to expect any thing will be sufficient 
for that purpose. Nevertheless, there are some 
instances, perhaps, in which we may prove of 
mutual assistance to eaph other. For since my 
return to Rome, you must know, I am reconciled 
to those old companions of mine, my books. 
Not that I was estranged from them out of 
any disgust; but that 1 could not look upon 
them without some sort of shame. It sefemed, 
indeed, that I had ill observed their precepts, 
when I joined with perfidious associates in 
taking part in our public commotions. They 
are willing, however, to pardon my error, and 
invite me to renew my former acquaintance 
with them ; applauding, at the same time, your 
superior wisdom, in never having forsaken their 
society 7 . Thus restored, therefore, as I am to 
their good graces, may I not hope, if I can 
unite your company with theirs,' to support 
myself under the pressure of our present and 

impending 

7 Varro's books were bis companions, it seems, in the 
camp as well as in the closet, and he was never wholly sepa- 
rated from them, it appears, even amidst the most active en- 
gagements of public life. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



fi&OK VIII. op CICERO. 215 

impending calamities ? Wherever then you shall 
choose I should join you, be it at Tusculum, at 
CumaeV ot at Rome, I shall most readily obey 
your summons. The place I last named would, 
indeed, be the least acceptable to me. But it 
is of no great consequence where we meet: for 
if we can but be together, I will undertake to 
render the place of meeting equally agreeable 
to both of us. Farewel. 

LETTER V. 

[a. u. ror.] 

ToToftlANUS, 

As I wrote to you three days ago by some 
domestics of Plancius, I shall be so much the 
shorter at present : and as my former* was a 
letter of consolation, this shall be one of ad- 
vice. ** 

I think nothing can be more for your ad- 
vantage than to remain in your present situa- 
tion till you shall be able to learn in what man- 
ner you are to act. For not to mention that 
you will by this mean avoid the danger of a 
long winter- voyage, in a sea that affords but 
few harbours : there is this very material con- 
sideration, that you may soon cross over into 

Italy, 

* Varro had a villa near each of these places* 

* Probably the third letter of this book. 

P 4 __^ 
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Italy, whenever you shall receive any certain 
intelligence* Nor do I see any reason for your 
being desirous of presenting yourself to Caesar's 
.friends in their return* In short, I have many 
©thei objections to your scheme: for the parti- 
culars of which I refer you to our friend Cbilo. 
You cannot, indeed, in these unfortunate times, 
be. more conveniently placfed, thap wliere you 
now are: as you may, with great Tacifity and 
expedition, transport yourself from thence, to 
whatever other part of the world you shall find 
it necessary to remove. If Caesar should re- 
turn at the time he ifc expected 1 , you may be 
in Italy soon enough to wait upon him : but 
. should any thing happen (as many things pos- 
sibly may) to prevent or retard his march, 
you are in ^ place where you may receive an 
early information of all that occurs. To re- 
peat it, therefore, once more, I am altogether 
of opinion, that you. should continue in your 
present quarters. I will only add, (what I 
have often exhorted you in my former letters 
to be well persuaded of) that you have no- 
thing to fear beyond the general clanger to 
which every citizen of Rome is equally exposed. 
And thougK this, it must be owned, is suffi- 
ciently great; yet we can both of us look back 
with so much satisfaction upon our past con- 
duct, 
* From Africa. See rem. 3. p. 207. of this vol. 
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-duct, and are arrived at such a period of life% 
that we ought to bear with particular fortitude 
whatever unmerited fate may attend us. . 
1 Your family here are all well* and extremely 
regret your absence : as they love and honour 
you with the highest tenderness and esteem.— 
Take care of your health : and by no means re- 
move without duly weighing the consequence*- 
FareweL 

LETTER VI. 

[A.U.ror.] 

To Domitius 1 . 

If you have not heard from me since your ar- 
rival in Italy, it is not that I was discouraged 

from 
* Cicero was at this time about 6*2 yean of age. 
1 The person to whom this letter is addressed, is sup- 
posed to have been the son of Domi'tius jEnobarbus, who 
commanded the garrison of Corfinium at the breaking out of 
the civil war. [See vol. ii. p. 115. rem. 6.] The father 
was killed in his flight from the battle of Pharsalia : [Get. 
&/. Civ-, iii. 99.] after which his son, as it should seen by 
this letter, returned into Italy. He is mentioned in the list 
of those who were concerned in assassinating Caesar. ** Bat 
" he managed his affairs (as Mr. Ross observes) with so 
" much address, that, after the death of Brutus and Cassius, 
'" he first made his peace with Antony, a^d then, upon the 
• " decline of his power, took an occasion to leave him and 
" join himself with Augustus. And though he did not live 
" long enough to enjoy the benefit of that union ; yet he 
" left a son, who recovered the ancient splendour of the fa- 
*^mily, and laid a foundation for the empire, which took place 
" in the j>ersonof his grand-son Nero."' Suet; in Nerq Sp. 
Paterc, ii. 72. 

3 
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from writing on itoy part, by the profound si- 
lence you have observed on yours. The single 
reason was, that I could find nothing to say. For 
on the one hand, I was in every respect too much 
distressed, as well as too much at a loss how to 
act myself, to offer you either assistance or ad- 
vice: and, on the other, I knew not what conso- 
lation to suggest to you, under these our severe 
and general misfortunes. However, notwith- 
standing public affairs are so far from being in a 
better situation at present, that they are growing 
every day more and more desperate ; yet I could 
not satisfy myself with being silent any longer: 
and rather chose to send you an empty letter, 
than not to send you any. 

If you were in the number of those who tena- 
ciously persevere in the defence of the republic, 
beyond ail possibility of success, I should employ 
every argument in my power, to reconcile you 
to those conditions, though not the most eligible 
indeed, which are offered to our acceptance. 
But as you judiciously terminated the noble 
struggle you made in support of our liberties, 
by those limits which fortune herself marked 
out to our opposition ; let me conjure you by 
our long and mutual amity, to preserve yourself* 

for 

* It looks by this passage as if Domitius had been sus- 
pected at this time of an intention Co destroy himself. 
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for the sake of youf friends, your mother, your 
wife, and your children : for the sake of those, 
in short, to whom you have ever been infinitely 
dear, and whose welfare and interest depends en- 
tirely upon yours. Let me entreat you to call to 
your aid, in thifc gloomy season, those glorious 
precepts of philosophy, in which yCu have been 
conversant from your earliest youth : and to sup- 
port the loss of those with whom you were united 
by the most tender ties of affection and grati- 
tude', if not with a mind perfectly serene, at 
least, with a rational and manly fortitude. 

How far my present power may reach, 1 know 
not ; or rather, indeed, I am sensible that it can- 
not extend far. This, however, I will assure you, 
(and it is a promise which I have likewise made to 
that excellent woman your affectionate mother) 
that, in whatever instance I imagine my services 
can avail either to your honour or your welfare, 
I shall exert them with the same zeal which you 
have always shewn in regard to myself. If there 
is any thing, therefore, in which you shall be 
desirous to employ them, I beg you will let me 
know: and I will most punctually perform your 
commands. Indeed, without any such express 
request, you may depend upon my best offices 

on 

3 The father and friends of Domitius, who had perished 
in the civil war, 
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on every occasion, wherein I shall be capable 
of promoting your interest FareweL 

LETTER VIL 

[A. u. Tor»] 

To Cneius Plancius^ 

1 have received your very short letter, which 
informs me of what I never once questioned, 
but leaves me entirely ignorant in a point I was 
extremely desirous of knowing,, I had not the 
least doubt, indeed, of the share I enjoy in your 
friendship ; but wanted much to hear with what 
resolution you submit to our common calamities t 
a circumstance, of which if I had been apprised, 
I should have adapted my letter accordingly* 
However, though I mentioned iti my last, what 
I thought necessary to say upon that subject, yet 
it may be proper, at this juncture, just to caution 
you again, not to imagine that you have any 
thing particular to fear* It is true, we are every, 
one of us in great danger t but the danger, how- 
ever, is general and equal 5 . You ought not, 
therefore, to complain of your own fortune, or 
think it hard to take your part in calamities that 
1 extend to all. Let us then, my friend, preserve 

the 

4 See note 1. p. 206. of this vol. 

5 See the 94 letter of this book* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Book VIIL of CICERO* $Si 

the same mutual disposition of mind which ha* 
ever subsisted between us. I am sure I shall, 
on my part, and I have reason to hope that you 
will do so likewise on yours, Farewel, 

XETTER VIII, 

[A. U. 707,] 

To Lucius Plancus 6 , 

You are sensible, I dare say, that, amongst 
all those friends whom you claim as a sort of 
* jfaternal inheritance, there is not one so closely, 
attached to you as myself, I do not mean in 
consideration only of those more conspicuous 
connexions of a public kind in which I was en- 
gaged with yoqr father ; but in regard, like- 
wise, to that less observable intercourse of pri- 
vate friendship, whiqh I had the happiness, you 
well know, of enjoying with him in the bighh 
est degree, As this was the source frop whence 

my 

• He was brother to Plancus Burs*, the great enemy of 
Cicero, and of whom an account has been given in rem. 5. 
vol. 1. p. 263. Plancus does not seem to have figured in 
the commonwealth ; at least, history does not take much no-i 
tice of him, till after the death of Caesar, at which time he 
was at the head of a considerable army in the farther Gaul, 
as governor of that province. Bat as there are several letters 
in this collection which passed between him and Cicero at 
that period, the particulars of his character will be best re- 
marked in the observations that will arise upon his cenduct 
in that important crisis. In the mean time, it may be suffix 
ctent to .observe, that when this letter was written, he war 
probably an officer under Caesar in the African war. Sea 
rem. 2, on let. 20. B. xii. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



222 The LETTERS Book VIIL 

my affection for the son originally took its rise: 
so that affection, in its turn, improved and 
strengthened my union with the father : espe- 
cially when I observed you distinguishing me 
with peculiar marks of respect and esteem, as 
early as you were capable of forming any judg- 
ment of mankind. To this 1 must add, (what 
is of itself, indeed, a very powerful cement) the 
similitude of our tastes and studies : and of 
those particular studies too, which are of a na- 
ture most apt to create an intimacy between 
men of the same general cast of temper 7 . And 
now, are you not impatient to learn the purpose 
of this long introduction ? Be assured, then, it 
is not without just and strong reason, that I have 
thus enumerated the several motives which con- . 
cur in forming our amity : as it is in order to 
plead before you with more advantage the cause 
of my very intimate friend Ateius Capito 8 . I 
need not point out to you the variety of fortune 
with which my life has been chequered : but in 
all the honours and disgraces I have experienced, 
Capito has ever most zealously assisted me with 
his power, hisi interest, and even with his purse. 

Titus 

, 7 The studies to which Cicero here alludes, are, proba- 
bly, those of the philosophical kind, 

* Pighius supposes, that this is the same Ateius Capito, 
who devoted Crassus to destruction when he set out upon his 
Parthian expedition : of which the reader has already met 
with an account in rem. 7. p. 12& ?ol. i, Pigh. Annal % 
V\. 389. 
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Titus Antistius, who was his near relation, hap- 
pended to be quaestor in Macedonia (no person 
having been appointed to succeed him) when 
Pompey marched his army into that province 9 * 
Had it been possible for Antistius to have re- 
tired, it would have been his first and most ear- 
nest endeavour to have returned to Capito, 
whom he loved with all the tenderness of a fi- 
lial affection ; and, indeed, he was so much the 
more desirous of joining him, as he knew the 
high esteem which Capito had ever entertained 
for Caesar. But finding himself thus unex- 
pectedly in the hands of Pompey, it was jiot in 
his power wholly to decline the functions of 
his office : however, he acted no farther than 
he was absolutely constrained. I cannot deny, 
that he was concerned in coining the silver at 
Apolloni^ 1 , But Jie was by no means a princi- 
pal in that affair ; and two Qr three months 
were the utmost that he engaged in it From 
that time he withdrew from Fompey's camp, 
and totally avoided all public employment. I 
hope you will credit this assertion, when I as-> 
sure you, that I know it to be fact; for, in- 
deed, Antistius sa\y how much I w^s dissatis-^ 

fied 

9 When Pompey retreated before Caesar, and abandoned 
Italy. 

1 For the payment of Pompey's army. Apollonia was a 
city in Thrace; a part of Greece annexed to ihe prorince of 
Macedonia. 
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ficd with the wd?r, and consulted with me upon all 
his measures. Accordingly, that he might have 
no part in it, he withdrew, as far as possible, 
from Pompey's camp, and concealed himself in 
the interior parte of Macedonia. After the bat- 
tle of Pharsalia he retired to his friend Autu& 
Plaut*us% in Bithynia. It Wa* here that he 
had an interview with Caesar 5 , who received 
him without the least mark of displeasure, and 
ordered him to return to Rome. But he soon 
afterwards contracted an illness, which he car- 
ried with him into Corcyra, where it put an end 
to his life* By his will, which was made at 
Home in the consulate of Paulus and Marcel- 
Ins, he has left ten twelfths, of his 1 estate to 
Capito, The remaining two parts, amounting 
to 800,000 sesttfnie&*, he has devised to those 
for whose interest no mortal can be concerned : 
and, therefore, I am not in the least solicitous 
whether Caesar shall think proper, or not, to 
seize it as forfeited to the public. But I most 
earnestly conjure you, noy dear Plancus, to con- 
sider the cause of Capito as my own, and to 
employ your influence with Caesar, that my 
friend may be permitted to inherit this legacy,- 

agreeably 

* At that time governor of Bithynia, an Asiatic province 
situated on the Euxine sea. 

s Probably rn his return from flic Alexandrine war. 
' *• About 24001. of our money* 
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agtteeably to the will of his relation. I entreat 
you by all the various ties of our friendship, as 
well as by those, likewise, which subsisted be- 
tween your father and myself, to exert your 
most zealous and active offices for this purpose. 
Be assured, if you were to grant me all that lies 
within the compass of your extensive credit and 
power, you could not more effectually oblige 
me than by complying with my present request 
I hope it may be a means of facilitating your 
success upon this occasion, that Capito, as Cae- 
sar himself can witness, has ever held him in the 
highest esteem and affection; But Caesar, I 
know, never forgets any thing : I forbear, there- 
fore, to furnish you with particular instances of 
Capitol attachment to him, and oiily desire you 
to make a proper use of those which are fresh in 
Caesar's memory. It may not, however, be un- 
necessary to point out one proof of this sort, 
which I myself experienced : and I will leave it 
to your own judgment to determine how far the 
mentioning of it may avail. I need not tell you 
by what party my interest had been supported, 
nor whose cause I .espoused in our public divi- 
sions. But believe me, whatever measures I pur- 
sued in this war, which were unacceptable to Cae- 
sar, (and 1 have the satisfaction to find that he is 
sensible of it himself) were most contrary to my. 
own inclinations, and merely in compliance with 
Vol. II. Q the 
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the persuasions aftd authority of others. But if 
I conducted tayself with more moderation than 
any of those who were joined with me in the 
same cause ; it is principally owing to the advice 
and admonitions ef Capita To say troth, if the 
re&t of my friends had been influenced by the 
same spirit with which be tfas actuated, I might 
have taken a part that would have proved of 
some advantage, perhaps, to my country; I am 
sure, at least, of mt*ch to myself*. In one wotd, 
my dear Planciss, your gratifying my present 
request, will confirm* me in the hope that I pos- 
sess a place in your affection : and at the same 
time extremely contribute to your own advan- 
tage, in adding, by a very important obligation, 

the 

5 The part wind* Cicero bete accuses his friends, (and 
surely with some want of generosity) that they would not 
suffer him to act, seems to bave been that of stapding neuter 
in the war between Pompey and C&sar. And it must be owned 
that this conduct would have been far less exceptionable, if, 
instead of faintly joining with one side, he had determined to 
engage with neither. This too, as the event proved, might 
bave been most prudential in point of interest : for a neutra- 
lity was all that Caesar desired of him. But that it could ifi 
any sort have advantaged his country, appears to be a notion 
altogether improbable, and advanced only to give a colour to 
his not having entered with more spirit into the Ctiuse of tbfe 
republic. Cicero often intimates, indeed, that by preserving, 
a neutrality, he might have been more likely to have facili- 
tated an accommodation between Pompey and Catsar. But 
it is utterly incredible, from the temper and character of these 
contending chiefs, that either of them entertained the least 
disposition for this purpose : as it is certain, from Cicero's 
own confession in his letters to Atticus, that he was well per* 
suaded Pompey would never listen to any pacific overtures. 
Vid. Ad MU vii. S, viii. 15, t 
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the most grateful and worthy Capita) to the 
number of your friends. Farewel. 

LETTER XL 

[At U. 707.} 

To ALLiENug, Proconsuk 

Democritus of Sicyon ia not only my host 7 , 
but (what I can say of few of his countrymen 
beside) he is likewise my very intimate friend. 
He is a person, indeed, of the highest probity 
and merit, and distinguished for his most ge- 
nerous and polite hospitality towards those who 
come under his roof: in which number I have 
received particular marks of his affection and 
esteem. In one word, you will find him a mail 
of the first and most valuable character amongst 
his felIow-citize.ns, I had almost said in all A- 
chaia. I only mean, therefore, by this letter, 
to introduce him to your acquaintance : for I 
know your sentiments and disposition so well, 
that I am persuaded nothing more is necessary 
to make you think him worthy of being re- 
ceived both as your guest and friend. Let me 

entreat 

*' He was at this time proconsul, or governor of Sicily, 
and distinguished himself by his care and diligence it» trans*, 
porting the troops which Caesar received from thence in order 
to carry on the present war in Africa. There is a silver coiri 
rtHI extant, on which is inscribed, A. ALLIENVS. PRO. 
COS. and on the reverse, C. CifcSAfL IMP. COS. ITEK. 
Pigk. Amat.Yy. 4.53. 

* See p. 113v of thb vol. rem. 3. 

Q SI 
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entreat you, in the mean time, to favour him 
with your patronage, and to assure him that, for 
my sake, he may depend upon all the assistance 
in your power. If after this you should discover 
(as I trust you will) that his virtues render him 
deserving of a nearer intercourse : you cannot 
more sensibly oblige me than by admitting him 
into your family and friendship. Farewei. 

LETTER X. 

[A.U.707.] 

To Lucius Mescinjus*. 

Your letter afforded me great pleasure, as it 
gave me an assurance (though indeed I wanted 
none) that you earnestly wish for my company. 
Believe me, I am equally desirous of yours : and, 
in truth, when there was a much greater abun- 
dance of patriot citizens and agreeable compa- 
nions, who were in the number of my friends, 
there was no man with whom I rather chose to 
associate, and few whose company I liked so 
well. But now that death, absence, or change 
of disposition has so greatly contracted this so- 
cial circle, I should prefer a single day with 
you, to a whole life with the generality of those 
with whom I am, at present, obliged to live*. 

Solitude 

1 See rem. 1. p. 91. of tbis vol. 

* The chiefs of the Cesarean party : with whom Cicero 
now found it convenient to cultivate a friendship, in order to 
ingratiate himself with Caesar. 
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Solitude itself/ indeed, (if solitude, alas ! I were 
at liberty to enjoy) would be far more eligible, 
than the conversation of those who frequent 
my house : one or two of them, at most, ex- 
cepted. I seek my relief, therefore, (where I 
would advise you to look for yours) in amuse- 
ments of a literary kind, and in the conscious- 
ness of having always intended well to my 
country. I have the satisfaction to reflect, (as 
I dare say you will readily believe) that I neve? 
sacrificed the public good to my own private 
views ; that if a certain person (whom for my 
sake, I am sure, you never loved) had not 
looked upon me with a jealous eye 1 , both him- 
self and every friend to liberty had been happy ; 
that I always endeavoured that it should not 
be in the power of any man to disturb the pub-» 
lie tranquillity ; and, in a word, that when I 
perceived those arms, which I had ever dreaded, 

would 

3 Pompey ; who being jealous of the popularity which 
Cicero had acquired during his consulship, struck in with the 
designs of Csstar, and others, who had formed a party against 
our author.. It was by these means that Pompey laid the 
principal foundation of Caesar's power, which, without the 
assistance of the former, could never have prevailed to the. 
destruction both of himself and of the republic, [see rem. 4. 
p. 3. yol. i.J The censure which Cicero here casts upon 
Porape/s conduct towards him, is undoubtedly just : but it 
is a proof, at the same time, how unworthily he flattered that; 
great man in the plenitude of his power, when he professed 
to have received obligations from him, that gave him the most 
unquestionable right to his highest gratitude. See rem. \ 
P« 1$. of this vol, 

Q3 
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would prove an over- inateh for that patriots 
coalition I had myself formed* in the republic, 
I thought it better to accept of a. safe puce 
upon any terms, than irapotently to contend 
with a superior force. Bnt I hope shortly to 
talk over these, and maay other points, with 
you, in person. Nothing, indeed, detains mr 
in Rome, bnt to wait the event of the tout in 
Africa: wh&h, I imagine, tnnst now be soon 
decided, And though it seems of little im- 
portance on tyhieft side the victory shall turn; 
yet I thmk it may be of some advantage to be 
Hear roy friends when the news shall arrive, in 
order to consult with them on the measures it 
itt&y be adviseable for me to pursue 4 . Affaire are 
How reduced to such an unhappy situation, 
-',>.' • • that 

* Cicero probably, alludes to the coalition he formed during 
his consulship, of the equestrian order with that of the se^ 
nate : which, indeed, was otre of the most*shiriing parts of hh 
4dn)iiri^tration. "• This order, (as Dr. Middleton observes) 
*' consisted, next to the senators, of the, richest and roost 
** splendid families in Rome : who, from the ease «hd affluence 
u of their fortunes, were naturally well affected to the pTos- 
" perjty of the republic ; and being also the constant farmers 
u Of all the revenues of the empire, had a great 'part of the 
** inferior people dependent upon them. Cicero imagined 
** that the united weight of these two orders would always be 
•* aft overbalance to any other power in the state, and a se- 
4i cure barrier. against any attempts of the popular arid am- 
" bitious upon the common liberty/' Life qf Cic. i. 15J^ 
$vo. edit. 

4 Cicero would have had great occasion for the advice of 
his friends, if the remains of Pompey's army had defeated 
Caesai's in Africa. For he had reason to expect, arid would 
probably have experienced, tfie severest effects of their resent- 

saentfc 
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it it feme, fcet^ew the ea^ss $f (the w»teiwi- 
iflg forties, I believe there will be very little as 
to the co&sequesc^ pf their suwe$s. flow- 
er, though my spirits were too much de- 
jwtad, ^baps, white* onr affair* rewawaed m 
.suspense; I find myself tmich more composed 
now that they are utterly desperate. Your hat 
letter has contributed tp confirm me in this dis- 
position ; as it is an instance of the magnani- 
mity with which you support your unjust dis- 
grace 5 . It is with particular satisfaction I ob- 
serve, that you owe this beroip calmness, uat 
only to philosophy, but feo tefmper. For I 
will confess, that I imagined your mind was 
softened with that too delicate sensibility 
which w^, who passed our Jivres in the ease 
and freedom of Rome, were apt in general to 
•contract. But as we bore our prosperous days 
with moderation ; it becomes us to bear our 
adverse fortune^ or mare properly, indeed, our 
irretrievable ruin, with fprtitude. This ad van* 
tage we may at least derive from our extreme 
calamities; that they will teach us, to look upon 
death with contempt : which, even if we were 
happy, we ought to despise, as a state of total 

. insensibility ; 

inert, if they had returned victorious into Italy. Vid.Epist. 
Tamil. \x.6. 

5 Mescinios, it is probable, was banished by Caesar, as a 
partisan of Pompey, to a certain distance from Rome. 

Q4 
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insensibility 6 ; but which, under our present 

afflictions, should be the object of our constant 

wishes 

6 Cicero expresses himself to the same purpose, in two or 
three other, of these letters. Thus, in que to Torquatus ; si' 
non ero 9 sensu omnino carebo : and in another to Toranius ; 
Una ratio videtur} quicquid cement ferre moderate; preesertint 
cum omnium rerum mors sit extremum. From whence it has 
been inferred, that Cicero, in his private opinion, rejected 
the doctrine of the soul's immortality. In answer to which 
it may he observed, . in the first place, that these passages, 
without any violence of construction, may be interpreted as 
affirming nothing more, than that death is an utter extinction 
of alt sensibility with respect to human concerns.: as it was 
a doubt with s6me of the ancients whether departed spirits 

.did not still retain a knowledge oC what passed in this world. 
In the next place, admitting these several passages to be so 
many clear and positive assertions, that the soul perishes with 
the bpdy ; yet it would by no means follow, that this, was 
Cicero's real belief. It is usual with him to vary his senti- 
ments in these letters', in accommodation to the principles or 
circumstances of his correspondents. Thus, in a letter to 
Dolabella, he does not scruple to say, sum avidior quam satis 
est gloria: But in writing to Cato, he represents, himself of 

, a disposition entirely the reverse : ipsam quidem gloriam pqr 
se nunquam putavi expetendam. In a letter to Torquatul, 
when he is endeavouring to reconcile him to his banishment 
from Rome, he lays it down as a maxim, that in malis om- 
nibus acerbius est videre quam audire: but, in another letter 

4 to Marcellus, written ip oitfeT to persuade him to returp 
to Rome, he reasons upon a principle directly opposite, 
and tells him, non est tuum uno sensu oculorum moveri: 
cum idem Mud auribus, percipias, quod etiam majus videri 
solett &c. Other instances of the same variation from him- 
self might be produced: but these, together with those 
that have already been occasionally pointed out in the 
course of these remarks, are sufficient, perhaps, te evince, 
that Cicero's real sentiments and opinions cannot be proved 

by any particular passages in these letters. In those to 
Attic us, indeed, he was generally, though not always, more 

.sincere: and Mr. Ross has cited a passage from one of 
them, in which Cicero very expressly mentions his expe<;* 

Rations of a future state : tempus est nos de ilia perpetua jam, 
says he* nan de hac exigua vita cogitare. But Cicerq's sDCr 

culativfe. 
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wishes. Let not any fears then, I conjure you 
by your affection for me, disturb the peace of 
your retirement : and be well persuaded, no* 
thing can befal a man that deserves to raise his 
dread and horror, but (what I am sure ever 
was, and ever will be, far from you) the re- 
proaches of a guilty heart 

I purpose to pay you a visit very soon, if no* 
thing should happen to make it necessary for 
me to change my resolution : and if there should, 
I will immediately let you know. But I hope 
you will not, whilst you are in so weak a condi- 
tion, be tempted by your impatience of seeing 
me, to remove from your present situation : at 
least, not without previously consulting me. In 
the mean time, continue to love me ; and take • 
care both of your health and your repose* 
Farewel. 

J.ETTER XI, 

fA.U,70T.] 

To A , l x. i e k u s, Proconsul. 

As you are no stranger, I imagine, to the es.- 
teem I entertained for Avianus Fl,accus ; so^ I 
have often heard, him acknowledge the gene- 
rous 

tulative notions are best determined, by looking into bis 
philosophical writings : and these abound with various and 
full proofs, that he was strongly persuaded of the soul's im- 
mortality. Epist. Famil ix. 14. xv. 4. vi. 4. iv. 9. Ad Att.' 
x. 8. see also Uft tfCic. iii. 941. *vo. edit* 
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trous mttmier m which yw fonneriy treated 
bin*; w, iwkted, m wan<&yer powewed a mote 
grateful or better heart. H\* tw# sew, Guu* 
and Marcus, inherit att the virtue* ol their flu* 
the* : a»d I mio&t wirroly rew»MB»d them to ; 
your protection, as young me* fyc whaml ]»w 
a very singular affectum,: <?8ira i*lK>w in Si^i- 
Jy: aadMarcttt iaatpresewtvithfw. I entreat 
ycru to shew erery raark of heart) w to the for- 
mer, and to take the affairs #£ hpth w&der you? 
yaiittnage; aawitriag yaur$fclf, that yw<ftA*at 
«nder me in yaw govwiwneofe * ware MX*pt« 
able aenricc. Faitveh 

JITTER Xlt 

[A.U.rar.J 

To Vabuo. 

Though I have nothing to write, yet I could 
not suffer Canimws to pay you a visit, without 
taking the opportunity of conveying a letter 
by his hands. And now I know not what else 
to say, but that 1 propose to be with you very 
soon : an information, however, which I am 
persuaded you will be glad to receive. But 
will Ji be altogether decent to appear in so gay 
% scene 7 , at a time when Rome is in such a ge-t 

neral 

7 Va-rro seems to have requested Cicero jto give bim a 
qpeeting *t Baije, a place much frequented by the Romans 
9ft account of its hot bftths : as the a^eeeableness of itstitur 

{ itiont 
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neral flame? Arid/shall we not furnish *nocc&- 
aion of censure to those, who do skat know that 
we obserre the same sober philosophical life, in 
all seasons, and in every place? Yet, after all, 
what imports it ? since the world will talk of 116 
in spite of our utmost caution. And, indeed, 
whilst our censurers are immersed in every kind 
of flagitious debauchery ; it is much worth our 
concern, truly, what they say of our innocent re- 
laxations. In just contempt, therefore, of these 
illiterate barbarians, it is my resolution to join 
you very speedily. I know not how it is, in- 
deed, but it should seem that our favourite 
studies are attended with tnueh greater advan- 
tages m these wretched times than formerly : 
Whether it be that they aa$ now our only re- 
source ; or thtf we were less sensible of their 
salutary effect$, when we wefe in too happy a 
*tate to have occasion to experience them.— 

But 

ataon on the hay *f Naples, readereii & at the same time die 
general resort of the -pleasurable world. The tender Pro- 
pertius has addressed some pretty lines to his Cynthia at 
this place, which wjfficientry mtimate ia what manner the 
jluroaA ladies were amused in that dangerous scene of gal- 
lantry and dissipation. 

Tu modo quam primum corruptas desere Baias\ 

Multis ista dabunt littora dissidium : 

Lit tor a qucefuerant castis inimica pueMs, fyc. c 

$ty%fly* «ny fooc 9 soft Babe's tainted coast , 
Where many a pair connubial peace have lest { 
Where many a maid shall guilty joys deplore : 
Ah fly, my fair, detested Bmafs shore / 
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But this is sending owls to Athens 1 , as we say; 
and suggesting reflections which your own 
mind will far better supply. All that I mean 
by them, however, is, to draw a letter from you 
in return, at the same time that I give you no* 
tice to expect me soon. Farewei 

LETTER XIIL 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the same. 

Our friend Caninius paid me a visit, some 
time ago, very late in the evening, and informed 
me that he purposed to set out for your house 
the next morning. I told him I would give 
him two or three lines to deliver to you, and 
desired he would call for them in the morning. 
Accordingly I wrote to you that night 9 ; but as 
he did not return, I imagined he had forgotten 
his promise ; and should, therefore, have sent 
that letter by one of my own domestics, if Ca- 
ninius had nqt assured me of your intention to 
leave Tusculum the next morning. However, 
after a few days had intervened, and I had 
given over all expectations of Caninius, he 

made 

1 A proverbial expression of the same import with that 
of " sending coals to Newcastle/* It alludes to the Athe-- 
nian coin, which . was stamped (as Manutius observes) with 
the figure of an owl. 

f * probably the preceding letter^ 
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made me a second visit, and acquainted me that 
he was instantly setting out to you* But* not- 
withstanding the letter I had written was then 
become altogether out of date> especially after , 
the arrival of such important news 1 ; yet> as I 
was unwilling that any of my profound lucu* 
brations should be lost, I delivered it into the 
hands of that very learned and affectionate 
friend of yours : who, I suppose, has acquaint* 
ed you with the conversation which passed be* 
tween us at the same time. 

I think it most prudent for both of us to avoid 
the view, at least, if we cannot so easily escape 
the remarks of the world. For- those who are 
elevated with this victory, look down upon us 
with an air of triumph ; and those who regret 
it, are displeased that we did not sacrifice our 
lives in the cause. But you will ask, perhaps, 
{as it is in Rome, that we are particularly ex* 
posed to these mortifications) why I have not 
followed your example in retiring from the 
city ? But tell me, my friend, superior as your 
judgment confessedly is, did you never find 
yourself mistaken ? Or who is there, in times 
of such total darkness and confusion, that can 
always be sure of directing his steps aright ? 
I have long thought, indeed, that it would be 

happy 

* Concerning Cesar's defeat ofScipioin Africa. 
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happy for me to retire where I might neither 
see, nor hear, what passes in Rome. But my 
groundless suspicions discouraged me from 
executing this scheme: as Z was apprehen- 
sive that those who might accidentally meet 
me on my way, would put such constructions 
upon my retreat, as best suited with their own 
purposes. Some, I imagined, would suspect, 
or at least pretend to suspect, that I was cither 
driven from Rome by my fears, or withdrew 
in order to form some revolution abroad ; and, 
perhaps, too, would report, that I had actually 
provided a ship for that purpose. Others, I 
feared, who knew me best, and might be dis- 
posed to think most favourably of my actions, 
would be apt to impute my recess to an abhor- 
rence of a certain party'. It is these appre- 
hensions that have hitherto, contrary to my in- 
clinations indeed, detained me in Rome : but 
custom, however, has familiarized the unpleas- 
ing scene, and gradually hardened me into a 
less exquisite sensibility. 

Thus I have laid before you the motives which 
induce me to continue here. As to what re- 
lates to your own conduct ; I would advise you 
to remain in your present retirement, till the 
warmth of our public exultation shall be some- 
what 
3 The Cesareans, 
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what abated, and it shall certainly be knowa 
in what manner affairs abroad aie temrirated : 
for terminated, I am well persuaded, they are 4 . 
Mittjh will depend on the general result of thht 
battle, and the temper in which Cfcsar may re* 
fcirn. And though I see, already, what is 
abundantly sufficient to determine my senti- 
ments as to that point, yet I think it most ad- 
viseabte to wait the event In due mean time, 
I should be gtad you would postpone your 
journey to Baio, till the first transports of this 
<*l*mo«ou$ joy is subsided : as it will hare a bet- 
ter appearance to meet you at those waters, 
when I may seem to go thither rather to join 
with you in lamenting the public misfortunes, 
than to participate in the pleasures of the place. 
But this I submit to your more enlightened 
judgment : only let us agree to pass our lives 
together in those studies, which were once, in- 
deed, nothing more than our amusement, but 
must now, alas ! prove our principal support 
Let us be ready, at the same time, whenever we 
shall be called upon, to contribute not only our 
councils, but our labours, in repairing the ruins 
of the republic. But if none shall require our 

services 

4 When this letter was written, there seems to have 
been only some general accounts arrived of Caesar's suc- 
cess in Africa j but the particulars of the battle Mere not 
yet known. 

1 
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services for this purpose, let us employ our j 

time and our thoughts upon moral and political 
inquiries. If we cannot benefit the common- 
wealth in the forum and. the senate ; let us en* 
deavour, at least, to do so by our studies and 
our writings : and after the example of the 
iqost learned among the ancients, contribute 
to the welfare of our country, by useful disqui- 
sitions concerning laws and government. 

And now, having thus acquainted you with 
my sentiments and purposes, I shall be extremely 
obliged to you for letting me know your's in 
return. Farewel. . I 



LETTER XIV. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the same. 

You must know; my friend, that Iain one 
of those philosophers who hold the doctrine of 
Diodortts concerning contingencies 7 . Accord- 
ingly 

7 Diodorus was a Greek philosopher who lived in the 
court of Ptolomaeus Soter, and flourished about 280 years 
before, the Christian sera. He is said to have died with grief 
for not being able immediately to solve a philosophical 
question, which that prince put to him in conversation* He 
maintained that nothing could be contingent; but that 
whatever was possible must necessarily happen. Cicero lu- 
dicrously applies this absurd doctrine to the intended visit 
of his friend. Cic. defato. 7- 
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ingly I maintain, that, if you should iftake ju| a 
visit here, you -are under an abjcttoto secessity; 
of «q doipg; ,but if you.sbauld not, .thtt it is 
because your coining hither is in the iimtober^f 
those thingg which cannot possibly happen,---; 
Now tell me which of the two opinions yo^ 
are most inclined to adopt: whether this^fth^ 
philosopher I just now mentioned, whose sen- 
timents, you know,- w#re so little agreeable to 
#ur honest friend Diodotus*, or the opposite 
one of Chrysippus* ?• But we will reserve these 
curious speculations y till we shall "be more at 
leisure : and this, I will agree with Chrysippus^ 
Js a possibility which either may or may not, 
happen, <:...'• ... I>fl* 

* Diodotus was a stoic philosopher, under whom Cicera 
had been educated, and whom he afterwards entertained for 
many years in his bouse. He died about thirteen years be- 
fore the date of this letter, and -left his friend and pupil £ 
considerable legacy. Ctc. Academ. ii. Ad A[$t. ii. $0. 

9 Chrysippus was successor to Zend, the celebrated foun- 
der of the Stoic School* It appears,* by a list of some of his 
writings, which Laertius has given, that he published, a trea- 
tise on Fate; and probably it was in this book that he op* 
posed the, ridiculous notjons'of Diodotus. Seneca represents 
him as a penetrating genius, but one whose speculations were 
somewhat too subtle and refined. He adds, that his diction 
Was so extremely close t that he pever employed a superflu- 
ous word ; a character he coujd scarce deserve, if what is re- 
ported of him be true, that he published no less than 311 
treatises upon logic,, and above 400 upon other subjects.— 
One cannot hear, indeed, of such an immoderate flux of pen, 
without being in some danger of suffering the same fate that 
attended this inexhaustible genius, who is said to have died 
in a fit of excessive laughter. Laertius in vit. Senec debene- 
jic. i . 3. Stanley's Hist of Pkilos. 487. 

Vol, II- $ 
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.- 1 Jam obliged to you foi y6ur good offte«fr m 
dty affair with Cooieitig 4 , which I likewise re* 
<W AiA€tifl ct# Attica** If you wiU not mako 
infe a^ifci*,: £ will pay you due ; and, a* your 1U 
brary^ip;*ituiWcl in your gatxfca, I shall want 
*»Cti^to complete my two fovourite amuse* 
ftftfaUMu* cadibg and talking. FareweL 

* " [A.U.7Q7.J 

To Afuleius, Proquae$tor\ 

Littfciui EoNAirius, a Roman knight, is a 
very particular friend of mine > whose affairs in 
Asia, together with his slave Anchiaius, who 
superintends them, I recommend to you with 
as much zeal as if they tyerfe my own. For be 
assured we are united to each other, not only 
by a daily intercourse of tlie highest friend- 
ship, but by many good offices that have been 
mutually exchanged between us. As he has 
f*ot the least doubt of your disposition to 

oblige 

* In the text be is Called Costius ; but, perhaps, (as one 
of the commentators imagines) it should be Cocceius. For 
Cfcero, in a letter to Atticus, supposed to have been written 
About the same time with the present, requests his assistance 
jn procuring the payment of a sum of money, owing to hin> 
from Cocceius y which is not unlikely to be the same affair 
he al'udes to in thfs passage. Ad Att. xii. 13. 

"* It is wholly uncertain both who this person was, and 
when he exercised the' office of procpaestor. 
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-oblige me, let me earnestly entreat you tp con- 
vince hira, by your services in his favour, that 
J warmly requested them, Earewel, 

LETTER XVI. 

[A.U.70T.] 

To Varro. 
The 7th seems to be a very proper time, not 
only in consideration of public affairs, but in 
regard also to the season of the year : I ap- 
prove, therefore, of the day you have named, 
and will join you accordingly. 

I should be far from thinking we had reason 
to reproach ourselves for the part we have 
lately acted, even were it true that those who 
pursued a different conduct had not repented 
of their measures. It was the suggestions of 
duty, not of interest, that we followed, when 
we entered into the war ; and it was a cause 
utterly desperate, not the duty we owed ouc 
country, that we deserted, when we laid down 
our arms. Thus we acted,, on the one hand, 
with greater honour than those who would not 
leave Italy, in order to, 1 follow the war abroad ; 
and, on the other hand, with, more prudence 
than those who, after having suffered a total. 
defeat b , would not be prevailed upon to retura 

home., 

b At the battle of Pharsalia*. 

Ra 
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home. But there is nothing that I can bear 
with less patience than the affected severity ef 
our inglorious neuters : and, indeed, whatever 
might be the final event of affairs, I should be 
much more inclined to venerate the memory 
of those mistaken men who obstinately perish- 
ed in battle, than to be in the least concerned 
at the reproaches of those who only lament 
that we atre still ajive.. 

If I should have time, I purpose to call upon 
you at Tusculum before the 7th : if riot, I will 
follow you to Cumae, agreeably to your ap- 
pointment. But I shall not fail to give you. 
previous notice, that your bath may be pre- 
pared. Farewell 

LETTER XVII. 

[A.U.707.] 

To the same. 

Your letters to Seius and myself were deli- 
vered to us, whilst we were at suppfcr toge- 
ther, in his house. I agree with you in think- 
ing that this is a very proper time for your in- 
tended expedition ; which, to own my artifice,. 
I have hitherto endeavoured to retard by a 
thousand pretences, I was desirous, indeed, 
of keeping you near me, in case any favour- 
able 
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able news should have arrived*. For, as Ho- 
mer sings, 

. The wise new xvisdomfrom the wise acquire 1 . 
But now that the whole affair is decided, be- 
yond all doubt you should set forward with 
the utmost speed. 

When I heard of the fate that has attended 
Lucius Caesar 4 , I could not forbear saying ta> 
myself, with the old man in the play, " What 
" tenderness then may not I expect 5 !" For 
this reason I am a constant guest at the tables 
of our present potentates : and what can I do 
better, you know, than prudently swim with 

the 

* Concerning the success of the Pompe'mn party against 
Caesar, in Africa ; an event, if it had taken place, that 
would extremely have embarrassed Cicero. For which rea- 
son he whs desirous of keeping Varro within his reach, that 
he might immediately have consulted with him in what man- 
, ner to act. See rem. S. p. 155. of this voi. 

3 II. X. 224. Pope's transl. 

4 He was a distant relation of Julius Cassar ; whom, how- 
ever, he had constantly opposed throughout the civil war. — 
Lucius, being taken prisoner at the late battle of Thapsus, 
where Caesar gained a complete victory over the combined 
troops of Scipio and Juba> obtained the conqueror's pardon ; 
but Caesar afterwards changed his mind, and gave private or- 
ders to have him assassinated. Dio. xliii. p. 219> 

5 This alludes to a passage in the Andria of Terence, 
where Simo, the father of Pamphilus, giving an account of 
his son's tender behaviour at the funeral of Chrysis, could 
not forbear reflecting, he says, Quid mild hie faciei patri ! 
But Cicero applies it in a different sense, and means that, if 
Caesar acted towards his own relations with so much cruelty, 
he had little reason to expect a milder treatment. 

R 3 
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the current of the times ? But, to be serious, 
(for serious, in truth, we have reason to be) 

See vengeance stalk o'er Afrits trembling plain ; 
And one wide waste of horrid ruin reign 7 f 

A circumstance that fills me with very uneasy 
apprehensions. 

I am unable to answer your question, when 
Caesar will arrive, or where he proposes to land. 
Some, I find, doubt whether it will be at Baiae ; 
and they now talk of his coming home by the 
way of Sardinia. It is certain, at least, that hd 
has not yet visited this part of his demesnes ? 
and though be has not a worsen/arm 1 upon all 
his estate, he is far, however, from holding it 
in contempt. For toy own part, I am more 
inclined to imagine he will take Sicily in his 

return* 

7 These lines are quoted from Ennius, a poet, of whoa 
some account has been given in the foregoing remarks. The 
troops of Caesar pursued their victory over those of Scipio 
with great cruelty : acrior C&sarianorum impetus fuit, says 
Florus, indigndntium post Pompeium crcvissc beUvm, Num- 
bers, indeed, of Scipio's array must necessarily have been 
massacred in cool blood ; for the historians agree that Cae- 
sar's loss amounted only to 50 men, whereas 10,000 were 
killed on the side of Scipio, according to the account which 
Hirtius gives of this action ; and five times that number, if 
we may credit Plutarch. Fhr. iv. 2. Hirt. Bel. Jfric. 86. 
Plut. in int. Caesar. 

9 The island of Sardinia was, in the time of the Romans, 
(what it still is) extremely barren and unwholesome* Mar- 
tial has a pretty allusion to this latter circumstance, in one 
of his epigrams : 

NuUofata loco possis excluder c : cum mors 
Venerit, in media Tihute Sardinia est. iv. 60. 
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return. But these doubt*: will soon be cleared 
up, as DolabelU* is every moment expected. 1 
believe, therefore, I must take my instructions 
from my disciple 10 ; as many a pupil, yon know* 
has become a greater adept than, his master. 
However, if I knew what you had determined 
upon, I should chiefly regulate my measures by 
yours; for which purpose I expect a letter 
from you with great impatience. FareweL 

LETTER XVIIi; 

[A. V,Tp?,] 

To A* v t e i u s, Proquaestor, 

Lucius Zoij,us was appointed, bv the wiU 
of his patron, coheir, in conjunction with me, 
I mention this, not only to shew you the oc- 
casion of my friendship with him, but as aii 
evidence, likewise, of bis merit, by being thus 

distinguished 

• Dolabella attended Caesar m the African war. 

10 Cicero means that he should learn from Dolabella 
where Caesar purposed to land, and in what temper he was 
returning into Italy, together with such other circumstances 
as it was necessary he should he apprised of, in owker to pay 
his personal congratulations to the conquerpr in the niofet 
proper and acceptable maimer* It seems probable, front 
this passage, that Potabella had formed his eiocfaence under 
Ctcefo, agreeably to an excellent custom which prevailed in 
Home, pi introducing the youth, upon thejr first entrance 
into business, to the acquaintance and patronage of soma 
distinguished orator of the forum, whom, they coasCantfy at* 
tended in all the public exercises of his profession. Auct. 
Dialog, de cam. corrupt, eloquent. 34, * 

R 4 
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(distinguished by his patron* I recommend 
hint, therefore, to your favour, as one of my 
own family ; and you will oblige me in letting 
his* see that' you, were greatly influenced -to his 
advantage! by this letter. FareweL 

LETTER XIX. 

; [A.U.70f;] 

- To VarrO. 

Our friend Caninius acquainted me with youf 
request that I would write to you whenever 
there was any news which I thought it concern- 
ed you to know. Y° u are already informed 
that we are in daily expectation of Caesar*; but 
I am now to tell you that, as it was his inten- 
tion, it seems, to have landed at Alsium 5 , his 
friends have written to dissuade him from that 
design; They think that his coming on shore at 
that place will prave extremely troublesome to 
himself, as well as very much incommode many 
others; and have therefore recommended Ostia 4 

as 

* Caesar returned victorious from Africa, about tta 2(?th 
of July, in the present year ; so that this letter was proba- 
bly written either in4he beginning of that month, or the lat- 
ter end of June. Hirt. de Bel. Afirk. 98. 

3 The situation of this place is not exactly known : some 
geographers suppose it to be the same town whfch is now 
called Severn, a sea-port about twenty-five miles distant from 
Rome, on the western, coast of Italy. 

4 It still retains its ancient name! and is situated at the 
mouth of the Tiber. 
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as a more convenient port For my own part, 
I can see no difference. Hirtius 5 , however, as- 
sures me, that himself as well as Balbus 6 , and 
Oppius 7 (who, let me observe by the way, are 
every one of them greatly in your interest) have 
written to Caesar for this purpose. I thought 
proper, therefore, to send you this piece of intel- 
ligence for two reasons. In the first place, that 
you might know where to engage a lodging ; 
or rather, that you might secure one in both 
these towns ; for it is extremely uncertain at 
which of them Caesar will disembark. And in 
the next place, in order to indulge a little piece 
df vanity, by shewing you that I am so well 
with these favourites of Caesar, as to be ad- 
mitted into their privy council. To speak se- 
riously, I see no reason to decline their friend- 
ship; for, surely, there is a wide difference be- 
tween submitting to evils we cannot remedy, and 
approving measures that we ought to condemn*. 

Though, 

5 He lived in great intimacy with Caesar, and had served 
under him in quality of one of his lieutenants in Gaul. It 
appears, by this passage, that he did not attend Caesar into 
Africa ; so that if the history of that war annexed to Caesar's 
commentaries, was really written, as is generally supposed, 
by Hirtrus, he was not an eye-witness of what he relates ; a 
circumstance which considerably weakens the authority of 
his account. 

* See rem.2. p. 319- vol. i. 

7 See rem. 9. p. 134. of this vol. 

8 To cultivate friendships with the leaders of a successful 
faction, has surely something in it that much resembles the 

approving 
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Though, to confess the truth, I do not know 
there are any that I can justly blame, except 
those which involved us in the civil wars ; for 
these, it must be owned, were altogether vo* 
luntary* I saw, indeed, (what your distance 
from Home prevented you from observing 9 ) 
that our party were eager for war ; while Caesar, 
on the contrary, appeared less inclined than 
afraid to have recourse to arms. Thus far, 
therefore, our calamities might have been pre- 
vented, but all beyond was unavoidable ; for 
one side or the other must necessarily prove su- 
perior* Now we both of us, I am sure, always 
lamented those infinite mischiefs that would 
ensue, whichever general of the two contend- 
ing armies should happen to fall in battle ; as 
we were well convinced, that of all the compli- 
cated evils which attend a civil war, victory is 
the supreme. I dreaded it, indeed, even on 
that side which both you and I thought pro- 
per to join, as they threatened most cruel ven- 
geance on those who stood neuter ; and were 

no 

approving of measures which we ought to condemn ; and 
though it may be policy, most certainly it is not patriotism* 
It ill agrees, at least, with that, sort of abstracted life, which 
Cicero, in the first letter of this book, declares he proposed 
to lead, if the republic should be destroyed. Vid. Epist. 
Famil. vii. 3. 

9 Varro, at the breaking out of the civil war, was in 
Spain ; where he resided in quality of one of Pompey's lieu- 
tenants. 
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no leas offended at your sentiments than at my 
speeches. But had they gained this last battle, 
we should still more severely have experienced 
the effects of their power, as our late conduct 
had incensed them to the highest degree. Yet 
what measures have we taken for our own se- 
curity, that we did not warmly recommend for 
their's ? And how have they more advantaged 
the republic by having recourse to Juba and 
bis elephants 10 , than if they had perished by 
their own swords, or submitted to live under 
the present system of affairs, with some hopes, 
at least, if not with the fairest. But they may 
tell us, perhaps, (and, indeed, with truth) that 
the government under which we have chosen 
to live, is altogether turbulent and unsettled. Let 
this objection, however, have weight with these 
who have treasured up no stores in their minds 
to support themselves under all the possible vi* 
cissitudes of human affairs ; a reflection, which 
brings me round to what I principally had in 
view, when I undesignedly wandered into this 
long digression. I .was going to have said, that 
as I always looked upon your character with 

great 

,# These elephants were drawn up in the front of the right 
*nd left wing of Scipio's array. But being driven back upon 
the line behind them, they put the ranks into great confusion ; 
and, instead of proving of any advantage to Scipio, contri* 
^uted to facilitate his defeat. H irt. de BcL Afric. 83. 
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great admiration, so nothing raises it higher in 
my esteem, than to observe that you are almost 
the only person, in these tempestuous days, who 
lias wisely retreated into harbour, and are en* 
joying the happy fruits of those important 
studies which are attended with more public ad- 
vantage, as well as private satisfaction, than all 
the ambitious exploits, or voluptuous indigen- 
cies of these licentious victors. The content* ' 
plative hours you spend at yourTusculan villa, 
are, in my estimation, indeed, what alone deserve 
to be called life ; and I woijld willingly re- 
nounce the whole wealth and splendour of the 
world, to be at liberty to pass my time in the 
same philosophical manner. I follow your ex- 
ample, however, as far as the circumstances in 
which I am placed will permit, and have re- 
course, with great satisfaction of mind, to my 
favourite studies. Since our country, indeed, 
either cannot or will not accept our services, 
who shall condenln us for returning to that 
contemplative privacy which many philosophers 
have thought preferable (I will not say with 
reason, however, they have preferred) even to 
the most public and patriot labors ? And why 
should we not indulge ourselves in those learned 
inquiries, which some of the greatest men have 
deemed a just dispensation from all public em- 
ployments ; 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Book VIIL of CICERO; S53 

ployments ; when it is a liberty, at the same 
lime, which the commonwealth itself is wilting 
to allow us. But I am going beyond the com* 
mission which Caninius gave me, and while he 
only desired that I would acquaint you with 
those articles of which you were not already ap- 
prised, I am telling you what you know far 
better than I can inform you. For the future, 
I shall confine myself more strictly to your re- 
quest, and will not fail of communicating to 
you whatever intelligence I may learn, which I 
Gfrall think it imports you to know. Fare^el. 



BETTER XX, 

[A. U. 707.1 

To Papirius Pjetus\ 

You^ letter afforded me a very agreeable inn 
stance of your friendship, in the concern it ex- 
pressed lest I should be uneasy at the report 
which had been brought hither by Silius*. I was 
before, indeed, perfectly sensible how much you, 
'were disturbed at this circumstance, by your 

care 

* See vol, 9* p< 15. rem 1. 

* Silius, it should seem, had brought an account from thp 
army, that some witticisms of Cicero had been reported to* 

-Caesar, which had given him offence. 

\ 
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care in sending me duplicates of a former letter 
upon the same subject ; and I then returned 
such an answer as I thought would be sufficient 
to abate, at least, if not entirely remove, this 
your generous solicitude. But since I perceive, 
by your last letter, how much this affair stitl 
dwells upon your mind, let me assure yon, my 
dear Paetus, that I have employed- every arti- 
fice (for we must -now, my friend, be armed 
with cunning as well as prudence) to conciliate 
the good graces of ihe persons you mention £ 
and, if I mistake notj my endeavours have not 
proved in vain. I receive, indeed, so many 
marks of respect and esteem from those who 
are most in Caesar's favour, that I cannot but 
flatter myself they have a true regard for me. 
It must be confessed, at the same time, that a 
pretended affection is not easily discernible 
from a real one, unless in seasons of distress. 
For adversity is to friendship, what fire is to 
gold, the only infallible test to discover thfr 
genuine from the counterfeit ; in all other cir- 
cumstances, they both bear the same common 
signatures. I have one strong reason, however 
to persuade me of their sincerity ; as neither 
their situation nor mine can by any means tempt 
them to dissemble with me. As to that per- 
son 3 in whom all power is now centered, I am. 

3 Caesaiv 
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not sensible that I have any thing to fear from 
him ; or nothing more, at least, than what 
arises from that general precarious state in 
which all things must stand where the fence 
of laws is broken down ; and, from its being 
impossible to pronounce with assurance con- 
cerning any event which depends wholly upon 
the will, not to say the caprice, of another. 
But this I can, with confidence, affirm, that I 
have not, in any single instance, given him just 
occasion to take offence ; and, in the article 
you point out, I have been particularly cau- 
tious. There was a time, 'tis true, when I 
thought it well became me, by whom Rome itself 
was free 4 , to speak my sentiments with free- 
dom ; but now that our liberties are no more, 
I deem it equally agreeable to my present situa- 
tion, not to say any thing that may disgust ei- 
ther Casar or his favourites. But were I to 
suppress every rising raillery, that might pique 
those at whom it is directed, I must renounce, 
you know, all my reputation as a wit. And* 
in good earnest, it is a character upon which I 
do not set so high a value, as to be unwilling 
to resign it, if it were in my power. However, 
I am in no danger of suffering in Caesar's opU 
Dion, by being represented as the author of any 

sarcasms 

* Alluding to his services in the suppression of Catiline's 
conspiracy. 
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sarcasms to which I have noclaim : for his judg-r 
ment is much too penetrating ever to be deceiy-» 
ed by any imposition of this nature. I remem- 
ber your brother S^rvius, whom X look upon to 
have been one of the most learned critics that 
this age has produced, was so conversant in the 
writings of our poets; and had acquired such ai\ 
excellent and judicious ear, that he could imme- 
diately distinguish the numbers of Plautus fron* 
those of any other author. Thus Caesar, I am 
told, when he made his large collection of apoph- 
thegms 5 , constantly rejected any piece of wit 
tha,t was brought to him as mine, if it happened 
to be spurious ; a distinction which he is much 
more able to make at present, as his particular 
friends pass almost every day of their lives in my 
company. As our conversation generally turns 
upon a variety of subjects, I frequently strijc? 
out thoughts which they look upon as not alto* 
gether void, perhaps, of spirit or ingenuity. 
Now these little sallies of pleasantry, together 
with the general occurrences of Rome, are con- 
stantly transmitted to Caesar, in pursuance of 
fris own express directions ; so that if any thing 
of this kind is mentioned by others as coming 

froi* 

5 This collection was made by Caesar when he was very 
young, and probably it was a performance by no means to 
bis honour. For Augustus, into whose bands it came, after 
his death, would not suffer it tq b« published. Suet, in, w<\ 
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from me, he always disregards it Yoji see, then, 
that the lines you quote with so much propriety, 
from the tragedy of Oenomaus 6 , contain a cau- 
tion altogether unnecessary. For tell me, my. 
friend, what jealousies can I possibly create? Or 
who will look with envy upon a man in my 
humble situation ? But granting that I were in 
ever so enviable a state ; yet let me observe,' 
that it Is the opinion of those philosophers, who 
alone seem to have understood the true nature 
of virtue, that a good man is answerable for no- 
thing farther than his own innocence. Now 
in this respect I think myself doubly irre- 
proachable : in the first place, by having re- 
commended such public measures as were for 

the. 

6 Written by Accius* a tragic poet, who flourished about 
the year of Rome 617. The subject of this piece, probably, 
turned upon the death of Oenomaus, king of Eiis> and the 
marriage of his daughter Hippodamia. This prince being in- 
formed, by an oracle, .that he should lose his life by his fu- 
ture son-in-law, contrived the following expedient to disap- 
point the prophecy. Being possessed of a pair of horses of 
such wonderful swiftness, that it was reported they were be- 
gotten by the winds, he proposed to the several suitors of his 
daughter, that whoever of them should beat him in a chariot 
race should be rewarded with Hippodamia, upon condition 
that they consented to be put to death if they lost the match. 
Accordingly, thirteen of these unfortunate rivals entered the 
list : and each of them, in their turn, paid the forfeiture of 
their lives. But Pelops, the son of Tantalus, king o( Phrygia, 
being more artful than the rest, bribed the charioteer of Oe- 
nomaus to take out the lynch pin of his chariot wheel; by 
which means Oenomaus was dashed to pieces in the course, 
and Pelops carried off the beautiful Hippodamia. Hi/gin* 
Tab. 83. 

Vol. II. S 
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the interest of th6 commonwealth ; and in the 
nex^ that, finding I was not sufficiently sup* 
ported to render my counsels effectual, J did 
not deem it adviseable to contend for thein by 
arms against a superior strength. Most cer- 
tainly, therefore, I cannot justly be accused of 
having billed in the duty of a good citizen* 
The only part then that now remains for me, 
is to be cautious not to expose myself, by any 
indiscreet ward or action, to the resentment of 
those in power : a part which I hold likewise 
to be agreeable to the character of true wisdom. 
As to the rest; what liberties any man may take 
in imputing words to me which I never spoke; 
what credit Caesar may give to such reports; 
and how far those who court my friendship, 
are really sincere : these are points for which it 
is by no means in my power to be answerable. 
My tranquillity arises therefore from the con- 
scious integrity of my counsels in the times 
that are past, and from the moderation of my 
conduct in these that are present. Accord* 
ingly, I apply the simile you quote from Ac- 
cius 7 , not only to Envy, but to Fortune : that 
weak and inconstant power, whom every wiaa 
and resolute mind should resist with as much 
firmness as a rock repels the waves, Grecian 
story will abundantly supply examples of the 

greatest 
7 The Poet mentioned in the preceding remark. 
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greatest men, both at Athens and Syracuse, 
who have, in some sort, preserved their inde- 
pendency, amidst the general servitude of their 
respective communities. May I not hope then 
, to be able so to comport myself, under the sarne^ 
circumstances, as neither to give offence to our 
rulers, on the one hand, nor to injure the dig* 
nity of my character on the other. 

But to turn from the serious to the jocose 
part of your letter. —The strain of pleasantry 
you break into, immediately after having 
quoted the tragedy of Oenomaus, puts me in 
mind of thd modern method of introducing at 
the end of those graver dramatic pieces, the 
humour of our mimes, instead of the old AteU 
Ian farces 6 . Why else do you talk of your paltry 
polypus*, and your mouldy cheese ? In pure 
good-nature, it is true, I formerly submitted to 
sit down with you to such homely fare : but 
more refined company has improved me into a 
better taste. For Hirtius and Dolabella, let me 
tell you, are my preceptors in the science of 

the 

. • These Atelldn farces, which, in the earlier periods of the 
Roman stage, were acted at the end of the more serious dra- 
matic performances, derived their name from Atella, a towrt 
in Italy, from whence they were first introduced at Rome, 
They consisted of a more liberal and genteel kind of humour 
than the mimes : a species of comedy, which seems to havs 
taken its sabject from low life. Vii. Manut. in toe. 

* A sea fish so extremely tough that it was necessary to 
beat it a considerable time before it could be rendered fit for 
the table. Bruyer.de rtcibaf. xxi. 14. 
S 2 
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the table : as, in return, they are my disciples 
in that of the bar. But I suppose you have al- 
ready heard, at least if all the town-news is 
transmitted to you, that they frequently de- 
claim at my house 10 , and that I as oftefl sup at 
theirs. You must not, however, hope to escape 
my intended visit, by pleading poverty in bar 
to the admission of so luxurious a guest. Whilst 
you were raising a fortune, indeed, I bore with 
your parsimonious humour : but now that you 
are in circumstances to support the loss of half 
your wealth, I expect that you receive me in 
another manner than you would one of your 
compounding debtors". And though your 
finances may somewhat suffer by my visit, re- 
member it is better they should be impaired by 
treating a friend, than by lending to a stranger. 
I do not insist^ however, that you spread your 

table 

10 Cicero had lately instituted a kind of academy for elo- 
quence in bis own bouse : at which several of the leading 
young men in Rome used to meet, in order to exercise them- 
selves in the art of oratory. Cicero himself will acquaint 
the reader with his motives for instituting this society, in the 
22d letter of the present book. 

11 This alludes (as Manutius observes) to a law which 
Caesar passed in favour of those who had contracted debts be- 
fore the commencement of the civil war. By this law, as ap- 
pears from the passages which that commentator has cited, 
commissioners were appointed to take an account of the estate 
and effects of these debtors, which were to be assigned to 
their respective creditors according to their valuation before 
the civil war broke out : and whatever sums had been paid for 
interest, was to be considered as in discharge of the principal. 
By this ordinance, Paetus, it seems, had been a particular suf- 
ferer. Cars, Bel. Civil, iii. 1. Suet, in vit. Jul. 42. 
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table with so unbounded a profusion, as to fur- 
nish out a splendid treat with the remains : I 
am so wonderfully moderate, as to desire no- 
thing more than what is perfectly elegant and 
exquisite in its kind. I remember to have 
heard you describe an entertainment, which 
was given by Phameas. Let yours be the exact 
copy of his : only I should be glad not to wait 
for it quite so long. Should you still persist, 
after all, to invite me, as usual, to a penurious 
supper, dished out by the sparing hand of ma- 
ternal (economy ; even this, perhaps, I may be 
able to support. But I would fain see that 
hero bold who should dare to set before me the 
villanous trasli you mention ; or even one of 
your boasted polypusses, with an hue as florid 
as vermilioned Jove". Take my word for it, 
my friend, your prudence will not suffer you 
to be thus adventurous. Fame, no doubt, will 
have proclaimed at your villa my late conver- 
sion to luxury, long before my arrival : and you 
will shiver at the sound of her tremendous re- 
port, Nor must you flatter yourself with the 
hope of abating the edge of my appetite by 
your cloying sweet- wines before supper: a silly 
custom which I have now entirely renounced ; 

being 

,a Pliny, the , naturalist, mentions a statue of Jupiter, 
erected in the Capitol, which, on certain festival days, it was 
Customary to paint with vermilion. Manut* 

S3 
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being much wiser than when I used to damp 
my stomach with your antepasts of olives audi 
Leucanian sausages, -^But not to run on any 
longer in this jocose strain ; my only serious 
wish is, that I may be able to make you a visit. 
You may compose your countenance, there-* 
fore, and return to your mouldy cheese in full 
security : for my being your guest will occasion 
you, as usual, no other expence than that of 
heating your baths. As for all the rest, you 
are to look upon it as mere pleasantry. 

The trouble you have given yourself about 
Selicius's villa 13 , is extremely obliging: as your 
description of it was excessively droll. I be- 
lieve, therefore, from the account you ffiveme> 
I shall renounce all thoughts of matting that 
purchase : for though the country, it seems* 
abounds in salt, the neighbourhood, I find, is 
hut insipid. FareweL 

» In Naples 

LETTER 
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LETTEK XXL 

{A. U, T07 k ] 

To Volumuius 1 , 

You hare little reason, believe me, to regret 
the not being present at my declamations*; 
and if you should really envy Hirtius, as you 
assure me you should if you did not love hhn, 
it must be much more for his own eloquence* 
than as he is an auditor of mine. In truth, my 
dear Voiumuius, either I am utterly void of all 
genius, or incapable of exercising it to my sa» 
tisfketion, now that I have lost those illustrious 
fellow^labourers at the bar that fired me with 
emulation when I used to gain your judicious 
applause. If ever, indeed, L displayed the 
powers of eloquence with advantage to my re* 
putation, let me send a sigh when I reflect* 
With the fallen Philoctetes in 5 the play, that 

These potent shqfls, the heroes wonted dread t 
Now spend on meaner war their idle force; 
4im'd at the wingd inhabitants of air ! 

However, 

1 See ran. S. on let. 18< B. iv. 

* See rem. 10. on the preceding letter* 

* Philoctetes was the friend and companion of Hercules, 
wtto; when he was dying, presented him with bis quiver of 
arrows which had beeh dipped in the hydra's gall. When 
4he Greet** princes assembled in order to revenge the cause 
oJf Menelaus* they were assured by an oracle that Troy 

S 4 couii 
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However, if you will give me your company 
here, my spirits will be more enlivened: though 
I need not add, that you will find me engaged 
in a multitude of very important occupations. 
But if I can once get to the end of them (as 
I most earnestly wish) I shall bid a long fare- 
wel both to the forum and the senate, and 
chiefly devote my time to you and some few 
others of our common friends* In this num- 
ber are Cassius and Bolabella, who are united 
with us in the same favourite studies, and to 
whose performances I with great pleasure at- 
tend. But we want the assistance of your 
refined . judgment, and of that uncommon 
erudition which has often struck me with 
awe when 1 have . been, delivering my senti- 
ments before you. I haye determined, then^ 
if I should obtain the consent, or at least the 
permission of Caesar, to retire from that stage 

Oft 

could never be taken without th* assistance of these arrows^ 
An embassy, therefore, was sent to* Phrloctetes to engage 
bim on their side, who accordingly consented to attend 
their expedition. But being disabled from, proceeding 
with these heroes in their voyage* by an accidental wound 
which he received in the .foot from one of his own arrows, 
they ungenerously left him on a desolate island ; and it was 
here that he was reduced to* the mortifying necessity of 
employing these formidable shafts in the humble purposes 
of supplying himself with food* The lines here quoted 
are* taken from Accius, a dramatic poet who flourished 
about the year of Rome 6?3, and who, probably, had 
formed a tragedy upon the subject of this adventure, Strs^ 
in JEn. iii, 4G2* 
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on which I have frequently performed a part 
that he himself lias applauded. . It is my reso- 
lution, indeed, totally to conceal myself in the 
secret shades of philosophy, where I hope to 
enjoy, with you, and some others of the same 
contemplative disposition, the honourable fruits 
of a studiops leisure. 

I am sorry you shortened your last letter in the 
apprehension that I should not have patience to 
jead a longer. But assure yourself, for the future^ 
that the longer yours are, the more acceptable 
they will always prove 4o me. Farew^L . 

LETTEJt XXII. 

[A.U.707.] 
To PAPIRIUS PifeTUS. 

Your very agreeable letter found me wholly 
disengaged at my Tusculan villa. I retired 
hither during the absence of my pupils*, whom 
I have sent to meet their victorious friend b , in 
order to conciliate his good graces in my fa- 
vour. >;.. 

As Dionysius the ty rajit, after he was expelled 
from Syracuse, opened a school, it is said, at 
Corinth*; in the same manner, being driven 

from 

a Hirtius and Dolabella. 
b Caesar, in his return from the African war. 
4 He was expelled froin §ic^y abQiit 340 years before 

the 
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from my dominions in the forum, I hate erected 
3, sort of academy in my own house : and I per* 
ceive, by your letter, that you approve the 
scheme. I have many reasons for approving it 
too, and principally as it affords me what is 
highly expedient in the present conjuncture, a 
mean of establishing an interest with those 5 in 
whose friendship I may find a protection. How 
far my intentions in this respect may be an- 
swered, I know not : I can only say, that I 
have hitherto had no reason to prefer the dif* 
ferent measures which others of the same party 
with myself have pursued ; unless > perhaps, 
it would have been more eligible not to have 
survived the ruin of our cause. It would so* 
I cpnfess, had I died either in the camp 6 , or in 
the field : but the former did not happen to be 
my fate ; and, as to the latter, I never was en^ 
gaged in any action. But the inglorious man-* 

ner 

the birlh of our Saviour, on account of his oppressive go- 
vernment ; when retiring to Corinth, he employed himself 
in exercising the humbler tyranny of a pedagogue. It ii 
supposed that he engaged In -ibis office the more effectually 
to conceal the schemes he was still meditating, of recover-t 
ifig Jsis dominioas. Ju$iin. xxi. 5. 

s Particularly Hi rti us and Dolabella.s . 

* The«expression in the original it extremely cooewe.-r- 
|fi iectuh t Fateor : sed nan Q$qidU>* This seems to allude 
to the sickness with which Cicero was attacked in the 
camp of Dyrrachium, and that prevented him from feeing 
present at the battle of Pharsalia, or at least furnished him 
with a plausible excuse for his. absence, flut. »/ vU.Cin 
Wait, 
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ner in which Porapey 7 , together with Scipio\ 
Afraniua 9 , and your friend Lentulus", severally 
lost their lives, will scarcely, I suppose, be 
thought a more desirable lot As to Cato's 
death", it must be acknowledged to have been 
truly noble : and I can still follow his example, 

when* 

' An account of the manner and circumstance of Pora- 
pey's death has already been given in rem. 6. p. 200. of 
this vol, 

* Scipio, after the unfortunate battle of Thapsus [see 
rem. 7. p. 246. of this vol.] endeavouring to make his escape 
into Spain, was driven back upon the coast of Africa, where 
he fell in with a squadron of Caesar's fleet, commanded by 
Hirtius. Scipio was soon overpowered by the strength and 
-^number of the enemy's ships : and himself, together with 
the few vessels that attended him, were all sunk. Hirt. de 
Bel Jfric. p6. 

9 A f rani us had been one of Pompey's lieutenants in 
Spain, and had a command in Scipio's army in Africa. He 
was taken prisoner in attempting to make his escape after 
the defeat of that general, and murdered by the soldiers. 
Birt. de Bel. Afric. 95. 

*• This is not the same person to whom the letters in the 
first and second book of this collection are addressed, but 
Lucius Lentulus, who was consul with Marcellus an urb. 
704, the year in which the civil war broke out. After the 
defeat at Pharsalia, he fled to the island of Cyprus ; where, 
receiving intelligence that Poropey was gone into Egypt, he 
immediately set sail in order to join him. He arrived on the 
next day after that unfortunate general had been cruelly as- 
sassinated : and being seiaed the moment he landed, he un- 
derwent the same fate with that of his illustrious friend, in 
pursuance of an order for that purpose from Ptolemy, Plut. 
m vit. Pomp. Cqtar de Bel. Civil, iii. 102. 10*. 

11 The manner and circumstances of Cato's having de-* 
stroked himself are too well known to be particularised in. 
this place. A iate noble writer is of opinion, that Cato 
abandoned thr cause of liberty too soon, and that he would 
have died with a better grace at Mimda, than at Utica. This, 
censure, it mitft fee owned, has the appearance of being 

just* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



368 The LETTERS Book VIIL 

whenever I shall be so disposed. Let me only 
endeavour, as in fact I do, not to be compelled, 
to it by the same necessity" : and this is my 

first 

just, if we consider it only ir> respect to the event : but if 
there had been a real foundation for the reproach, it can 
Scarce be supposed that it should have escaped every one 
of the ancient writers who speak of this illustrious Roman's 
exit ; and that Cicero, in particular, who most certainly 
did not love Cato,, should have made an honourable excep- 
tion of his death, out of that list which he here condemns. 
It is true; the republican party, after the defeat of Scipio 
in Africa, made a very powerful struggle against Caesar 
under the command of young Pompey in Spain. But it i& 
highly probable, that there was not the least rational ex- 
pectation of this circumstance, when Cato thought it be-i 
came him to put an end to his life. For it appears, from 
Plutarch, that he would have defended Utica to the last, 
if he could have persuaded the principal Romans in that 
garrison to have supported him : and it was not till after 
all his remonstrances for that purpose proved utterly in-» 
effectual, and that he had secured th^e retreat of those who 
did not choose to surrender themselves to Cgesar, that this 
exemplary patriot fell upon his own sword. Thus died this 
truly great and virtuous Roman ! He had long stood forth 
the sole uncorrupted opposer of those vices that proved the 
*uin of this degenerate commonwealth; and supported, as 
far as a single arm could support, the declining constitu- 
tion. But when his services could no farther avail, he 
scorned to survive what had been the labour of his whole life 
to preserve, and bravely perished with the liberties of his 
country. This is the purport of that noble eulogy which 
Seneca, in much stronger language, has justly bestowed 
upon Cato : Adversusvitiadegenerantiscivitatis 9 says he, ste- 
tit) solus, <Sf cadentem rempublkam y quantum, tnodo una re- 
trahi manu poterat^ retinuit; donee comitem se dzu sustentatfiv 
ruincB dedit : simulque extincta sunt quae nefas erat dividz. 
Neque enim Cato post libertatem vixit y nee libertas post Cat 
tonem. Lord Bolinbroke's Letter on Patriotism, p. 36. P^ut. 
in vit. Caton. Senec. de constant. Sapient. 2. 

x * The only necessity which Cato was under of putting 
$n end to his life, arose from that uniform 'opposition he ha$ 

given, 
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first reason for engaging in my present scheme. 
My next is, that I find it an advantage, notonly 
to my health 1 ', which began to be impaired by 
the intermission of exercises of this kind, but 
also to my oratorical talents, if any I ever pos- 
sessed : which would have totally lost their vi- 
gour, if I had not had recourse to this method 
of keeping them in play. The last benefit I 
shall mention (and the principal one, I dare say, 
in your estimation) is, that it has introduced 
me to the demolishing of a greater number of 
delicious peacocks 14 , than you have had the de- 
vouring 

given to the dangerous designs of the conqueror : and it 
must be allowed, that Cicero took sufficient care not to 
fall under the same. 

13 A mere English reader will be surprised to hear Cice- 
ro talk of eloquence as an exercise. There is nothing, in- 
deed, more indolent and immoveable than a British orator : 
or if be ventures into action, his gestures are generally such 
as would render the finest speech that Demosthenes or Cice- 
ro «ver delivered, absolutely powerless or ridiculous. " You 
" may see many a smart rhetorician (says the inimitable Mr. 
" Addison) turning his hat in his hands, moulding it intose- 
*' veral different cocks, examining sometimes the lining and 
" sometimes the button,, during the whole course of his ha- 
" rangue. A deaf man would think he was cheapening a 
" beaver : when, perhaps, he is talking of the fate of the 
*' British nation." But among the orators of Greece and 
Rome it was far otherwise. They studied the eloquence of 
action as much as that of diction: and their rhetoricians 
have laid down rules for the graceful management of the 
shoulders, the arms, the hands, and the feet, which were 
each of them engaged by turns in the emphaticai exercise of 
ancient elocution. Spect. vi. p. 50. Quitictil. xi. 3. 

14 This bird was esteemed by the Romans amongst the 
most refined delicacies of the table, and no entertainment 

was 
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vouring b? paltry- pigeons in all your life. The 
truth of it is, whilst you are humbly sipping 
the meagre broths of the sneaking Aterius, I 
am luxuriously regaling myself with the sa- 
voury soups of the magnificent Hirtius, If 
you have any spirit, then, fly hither, and learn, 
from our elegant bills of fare, how to refine 
your own i though, to do your talents justice, 
this is a sort of knowledge in which you are 
much superior to our instructions. Hoirever, 
since you can get no purchasers for your mort- 
gages, and are not likely to fill those pitchers 
you mention with denarii 15 , it will be your 
wisest scheme to return hither ; for it is a bet- 
ter thing, let me tell you, to be sick with good 
eating at Rome, than for want of victuals at 
Naples 16 . In short, I plainly perceive that 
your finances are in no flourishing situation, 
and I expectto hear the same account of all your 
neighbours : so that famine, my friend, most 

formidable 

was thought completely elegant where a peacock did not 
make one of the dishes. They bore a roost incredible price : 
Varro assures us, that an hundred peacocks produced to the 
owner, the annual profit of about three hundred pounds ster- 
ling. Var. de re Rustic, iii. 6. 

* s The denarius was a silver coin, equivalent to about 
eight pence of our money. Cicero's raillery alludes to the 
loss which Psetus had suffered by the late edict of Caesar 
concerning debtors : of which an account has been given in 
lerr. 1 1. p. 260. of this vol. 

** Paetus had a house in Naples i where he appears to 
have been when this letter was written* 
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formidable famine must be your fate, if you do 
aot provide against it in due time, And since 
you hare been reduced to sell your horse, e'en 
mount your mute (the only animal, it seems, be* 
Ipngtng to you which you have not yet sacri- 
ficed to your table) and convey yourself imme- 
diately to Rome* To encourage you to do so, 
you shall be honoured with a chair and cushion 
next to mine ; andsit the second great pedagogue 
ia my celebrated school Fare wel. 

LETTER XXIIL 

[A. U. T07.] 

To the same. 

Your satirical humour, I find, has not yet 
Forsaken you : and I perfectly well understand 
your raillery, when you gravely tell me, that 
Balbus contented himself with your humble 
fare. You insinuate, I suppose, that since these 
our sovereign 1 rulers are thus wonderfully tem- 
perate, much more does it become a discarded 
consular* to practise the same abstemiousness* 
But do you know, my friend, that I have art- 
fully drawn from Balbus himself, the whole his- 
tory 

1 Balbua was a,«>rt of piime minister and chief confident 
of .Caesar* 

* The consular* were those who had passed through tfct 
office of consul. 

1 
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tory of the reception you gave him ? He came 
directly -to my house the moment he arrived in 
Rome : a circumstance, by the way, somewhat 
extraordinary. Not that I am surprised at 
his wanting the politeness to call first at yours; 
but my wonder is, that he should not go di- 
rectly to his own'. However, after the two or 
three first salutations had passed, I immedi- 
ately enquired what account he had to giVe of 
my friend Paetus? " Never, he protested, ;wat 
r " <- c he better entertained in his whole life." Now, 
if you merited this compliment by your wit, 
I desire you to remember, that I shall bring as 
elegant a taste with me as Balbus himself: but 
if he alluded to the honours of your table, let 
it never be said, that the family of the stam* 
merers* were more splendidly regaled by Paetus, 
than the sons of elocution. , . 

Business has prevented me, from time to time, 
in my design of paying you a visit; but if I can 

dispatch 

* There is undoubtedly some raillery in this passage,* ei- 
ther upon Paetus or Balbus : but it is impossible to discover 
of what nature, as it alludes to circumstances utterly un- 
known. 

4 In the original it is, tie plurit esse Balbos, quam disertos 
putes: a witticism which couid not, possibly, be preserved in 
the translation. For it turns upon the equivocal sense of the 
word Balbus: which was not only the name of the person of 
whom Cicero is speaking, but signifies, likewise, a man who 
labours under that defect of speech called stuttering. 
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dispatch my affairs so as to be able to come, 
into your part of the word* I shall take care that 
you shall have no reason to complain of my not 
having given you timely notice. Fareiwel. 
< * . 

LETTER XXIV. 

1 {a. xi. ror.] 

To the same. 

Are you. not a pleasant mortal to question 
me concerning the fate of those estates 1 you 
piention, when Balbus had just before been 
paying you a visit ? It is from him, indeed, 
that I derive my whole fund of intelligence ; 
iand you, may be assured, that where he is igno* 
rant, I have no chance of beiijg better inform- 
cdi I might, with much more propriety, de; 
sire you would tell me what is likely to be the 
fate of my own possessions, since you have so 
lately had a person 6 under your roof, from 
whom, either in or out of his cups, you might 
certainly have discovered that secret. But this, 
my dear Paetus, is an article that makes no 

part 

* Probably thG astates of the Pompeiarrs that lay about 
Naples, where Pastas seems to have been when* this letter 
was written. It appears that Psfctus had been alarmed with 
a rumour that Cfisar intended to seize these estates; and, 
therefore* had applied to Cicero to learn the truth of this 
report* 

6 Balbus. 

Vol. II T 
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ftett <#■ ifly fa^iify ; fof, ift tb* fittt ptoe*, £ 
hkv£ : #teofc to be wfeM «itfefied, fcavfog a<nr 
ahftost thfete fe*V yftattf b«& iftdutgal with my 
life; if HfeferindulgtaefeittliAybe^alted^tObfe 
the sad survivor of our country's ruin. In the 
next place, I beKev* it is & qu£sti4n I may easily 
answer myself. For I know it will be just as 
it shall seem meet to the men in power ; and the 
men in power, my friend, will ever be those 
Vhase swdtds arfe the ttwst preratfifcg. I *mjtt 
te$t cbttfceftted, therefore, with whatever gf aeft 
tt^kllbfetheit^aStt^to^ltewttei fothewh* 
ctkddftott^ely sabthit to sad*^rettih<£d Wtth% 
oik£ht to have totkeft tteftige m tbfe arm* «f tiefctk. 
NbttHth^tahtRngj therefore, that th* ^tirtttl 
about VHt^d €*t^tos, : at* artuatly <livk!ittg 
btat, (aird thfcbe, yduknow, are not -fisr distant 
from ^Tttscuhittt 9 ) yet it £i*t* me »o stfrt af 

dkquittufle. 

*t>ricof the co'tnmeritatofs, wtio coficelfls his true *name 
totrdenhat «f ibagazemua, collects from this passage* Art 
the present letter was written A. U. 707. whereas it seems to 
TpfoVe, oh the cdttoary, that its date cannot be yhrced wr- 
iter *ban ike year fOJ). iFer Cicero appears., evidently, tp 
allude to the pardon he bad received from Caesar. Now 
*thrs; could not have been till after the battle of Pharsalia, A. 
U. f05* and tbe&urth ^fcar from that period britgs «9 down 
4o;709* In tbe beginning, therefore, of that year*, this let- 
ter ought to have been placed,; bat the error of its present 
situation was aot discovered tiRit was too late to <be rectified. 

, ' Veii and Capena were cities in that part^f Italy called 
Etruria, which is now comprehended under the name uf 
Tuscany. 

9 Where Cicero had a villa. 
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disquietude; I ttnjoy my property whilst I may, 
and please fnyself with the hope that I shaft 
never be deprived of that privilege. But should 
it happen otherwise, still, however, since it was 
my noble maxim* (hero and philosopher aa I 
was t) that life is the fairest of all possessions, I 
cannot, undoubtedly, but love the man* bjt 
whose bounty Ikve obtained the continuance 
Of that enjoymlta. It i$ certain, at the samq 
time, that h<? w much soever he may be disponed, 
perhaps, to restore the republic, (as we ought 
all of us most certainly to wish) yqt ho has eft* 
tangled himself in such a variety of different 
cbnnexions, that ha is utterly embarrassed in 
what manner to act But this is going farther 
into these points thanisneoeftSary, considering 
%)& person to whom I am writing. Jfeverth^ 
lp$s, I wtlla4d» thftt our chief himself is as ab- 
solutely ignorant what measures will finally b$ 
fesolved upon, as J sun, who have no share iQ 
hi* cpunciU. For Cassar is no lew. npder tJ*Q 
sontrolof qin^mstauces, tbaa we are ujider th$ 
control of C®§ar j awi it i$ a$ much iwpowbte 
for bim to fpresee wtot.thqssxuay require, ^s ty 
h fa qs to p?ri<et;rafc? ijrtQ what he m»y iirtew** 
Vwrnust wt impute it; to neglect, (& fouft ? 
y w ase seqsihfo pf which I am seldom guiJty ii» 

' thg 

"Caesar. 
T2 
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the article of writing) that I have not said thus 
much to you before. The single reason for my 
not sooner answering your inquiry, was, that as 
I could only speak from conjecture, I was un- 
willing, without a just foundation, either to in- 
crease your fears, or to encourage your hdpes. 
But this I can with truth assure you, that I have 
not heard the least hint of the danger you ap- 
prehend. A man of your philosophy, however, 
ought to hope for the best, to be prepared for 
the worst, and to bear, with equanimity, what- 
ever may happen. Farewel. 

LETTER XXV. 

[A.U.707.3 

/ To the same. 

Your letter gave me a double pleasure; for 
it not only diverted me extremely, but was a 
proof, likewise, that you are so well recovered 
as to be able to indulge your usual gaiety. I 
was well contented, at the same time, to find 
myself the subject of your raillery; and, in 
ttuth, the repeated provocations I had given 
you were sufficient to call forth all the severity 
of your satire. My only regret is, that I am 
prevented from taking my intended journey 
into your part of the world, where I purposed 
to have made myself, I do not say your guest, 

but 
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but one of your family. You would have found 
me wonderfully changed from the man I for- 
merly was, when you used to cram me with 
your cloying antepasts 1 . For I now more pru-* 
dently sit down to table with an appetite alto- 
gether unimpaired, and most heroically make 
my way through every dish that comes before 
me, from the egg* that leads the van, to the roast 
veal that brings up the rear 1 . The temperate and 
inexpensive guest whom you were wont to ap- 
plaud, is now no more. I have bidden a total 
farewel to all the cares of the patriot, and have 
joined the professed enemies of my former prin- 
ciples ; in short, I dm become an absolute Epi- 
curean. You are by no means, however, to 
consider me as a friend to that injudicious pro- 
fusion, 

1 These antepasts seem to have been a kind of collation 
preparatory to tbe principal entertainment. They generally 
consisted, it is probable, of such dishes as were provocatives 
to appetite; but prudent (Economists, as may be collected 
from tbe turn of Cicero's raillery, sometimes contrived them 
in such a manner as to damp rather than improve the sto- 
mach of their guests. 

* The first dish at every Roman table, was constantly 
eggs ; which maintained their post of honour even at the 
most magnificent entertainments : 

Nee dum omnis abac t a 

Pauperis epulis regum; nam vilibus wis 

— est—hodie locus. Hon. Sat. ii. 2, . 

The humble egg at lordly feasts we see : 

This still remains of old simplicity ! 

3 It appears, by a passage which Manutius cites from Ter~ 
tullian, that the Romans usually concluded their feasts with 
broiled or roasted meat. 

T3 
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fuatogi, which is now the preraillcag taste of titer 
modern entertainments; on the contrary, it is 
that more elegant luxury I admire which you 
formerly used to display when your finances 
were most-flourishing 5 , though your fyiras wem 
cot mofle numerous than at present. Be pee* 
pared, therefore, for my reception, accordingly, 
and remember you ate to entertain a man who 
has not only 9 mbst enarmatjs appetite, but wha 
ha* eome little knowledge, let me tptt yon, in 
tbescience of elegant eating. Yon kpo w there 
is a ;pteculia?r adr of self-sufficiency, that gene? 
rally distinguishes those who enter late into the 
study t>f any art. Ytxu will 6 at wonder, thfcre* 
fore, when I take upon me to inform yon, that 
you must banish your cakes and your sweet* 
meats, as articles that are now utterly discard- 
ed from all Ashfotmbte bills of fa*e, I am her 
come, indeed, such a proficient in this science, 
that I frequently venture to invite to my table 
those refined friends of yours, the delicate Vcr-r 
rius and Camillus, Nay, I am bolder still, and 
iave presumed to give a supper even to Hirtiw 
himself; though, I must own, 1 could not ad-f 
vance so far as to honour him with a peacefck 6 . 
To tell you the truth, my honest jpoak had not 
skill enough to imitate any dthef part of his 

splendid 

* See rem. II. p. 260. of this *ol. 

* Sec rem. 14* p. 570. of this vol. 
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splendid entertainments, except only his smoak- 
ing soups. 

But to give yoqi a general sketch of my 
manner of life ; I spend the first part of the 
morning in receiving the compliments of seve* 
wi both of our dejected patriots and our gay 
victors ; the latter of whom treat me with great 
marks of civility and esteem. As soop as that 
ceremony is over, I retire to my librajy, where 
I employ jnyself either with jny books or my pea*' 
And here I am sometimes surrounded by an 
audience, who look upon me as a jnan of most 
profound erudition, for no other reason, per- 
haps, than because I am not altogether so ig- ' 
noraot as themselves. The rest of my time I 
wholly devote to indigencies pf a less iiitel- 
l^ctuftl kind, I have sufficiently, indeed, paid 
the tribute of sorrow to my unhappy country : 
the miseries whereof I have longer aqd more 
bitterly lamented, than ever tender mother be- 
wailed the loss of her only son. 

Let me desire you, as you would secure 
your magazine of provisions from falling into 
my hands, to take care of your health ; for I 
have most unmercifully resolved that no pre- 
tence of indisposition shall preserve your larder 
'from imy depredations. Farewel. 

?4 LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 

[A.v.707.] 

To the same, 

I arrived yesterday at Cumae 7 , and perhaps 
J may pay you a visit tomorrow ; but I shall 
take car? to give you a short notice before- 
hand, I am determined, indeed, not only to 
spe you, but to sup with you too. For though 
t had the mortification to be informed by Mar- 
CHS Ceparjus, . whom I met on the road, that 
you were laid up with the gout ; y?t I suppose 
your cook is not disabled fs well as his master, 
ypu may expect, therefore, very speedily to 
receive a guest, who, as he is remarkable foy 
having a wonderous puny stomach, is equally 
famous likewise for being an irreconcileable 
enemy to all sumptuous entertainments.—-! 
FareweL 

LETTER XXVII, 

[A. U. 707.] 

To Marcus Marius. 
I arrived at Cum# oxl the 24th, accopipa* 
nied by our friep4 Libo, and purpose to be at 
my Pompeian villa* very shortly : but I will 

give 

? Where he had a country house. 
1 See rem. 3. p. 19$. of this vol. 
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give you previous notice when I shall have fixed 
the day, I wish you the enjoyment of your 
health at all times; hut particularly whilst I 
am your neighbour. If you have an assigna* 
tion, therefore, with your old companion, the 
gout, pray contrive to put it off to some other 
opportunity. In good earnest, let me desire 
you to take care of your health, and expect to 
see me in two or three days, iarewet 

IETTERS 
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H n 

XETTER t. 

{A.TJ.WJ 

To Servius Sulpicius*. 

J am continually receiving accounts from vari* 
ous hands, that you are in a more than com- 
mon degree affected by the general calamities 
of our country. This is by no means a matter 
of surprise to mp, as it in some measure corres- 

pond? 

' s Some account has already been given of Sulpicius, hi 
rem. 1. p. 1}^. of this vol. Upon tip breaking out of the 

civil 
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sponds with what passes in my own boaonu: 
Nevertheless, I cannot but regret that a man 
of your superior understanding should not ra-, 
ther enjoy his own good fortune, than vainly 
disquiet himself with the misery of others. As 
for myself, there is none who has .more bitterly 
lamented the general .dcpolatiou of the com* 
monwealth: yet there are many reflection* 
from which I now derive great relief; particu- 
larly from a consciousness of the integrity of 
my former counsels. I long foresaw, as from 
some advantageous eminence, the storm that 
was gathering around us; and! foresaw it, not 
only by the force of my own discernment, but 
much clearer by the assistance of your pro- 
phetic admonitions. For though I was absent 
during the greater part of your consulate*, 
yet I was not unapprised how often you fore- 
told this fatal war^ and what measures you re- 
commended for its prevention* \n % the com- 
mencement, indeed, of your consular adminis- 

. tration, 

civil war he was a considerable time in suspense on which . 
side to declare himself: [See rem. 1. p. 138. of this vol J 
but at length he determined to join Pompey. However, 
soon after the battle of Pharsalia, he made his peace wuk 
Caesar, and was appointed by him governor of Greece. It 
was during his administration of this province, that the pre- 
sent letter, together with the rest of those which are ad* 
dressed to him in this and the following book, were written. 
* Sulpicius was consul in the year 7Q2 ; and it was about 
the latter end of April, or the beginning of May, ro the same* 
year, that Cicero left Rome, in order to proceed to bis go* 
vernraent in. Cilicia. AdAtt.y.^ 
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tration, I was myself present in the senate 
when you prudently endeavoured to awaken 
our fears, by enumerating those civil wars that 
had happened within our own memories'. And 
if the authors of these, you told the house, 
unsupported by a single example of the same 
kind to give a colour to their conduct, had ex*' 
ercised such dreadful cruelties 4 , whoever int fu- 
ture times should successfully turn his arms 
against the republic, would most assuredly 
prove a much more intolerable tyrant. For 
they that act by precedent, you .observed, get 
nerally think they act by right, and in cases of 
this nature seldom fail of improving upon their 
model.; You should remember, therefore, that 
those who refused to follow your judicious ad- 
vice, owe their destruction entirely to their 
own imprudence. But you will. ask, perhaps, 
" what relief can this consideration afford to 
"your mind, amidst the universal wreck of 
" the republic ?" It must be acknowledged, in* 
deed,, that our misfortunes will scarce admit of 

con- 

3 About two-and-twenty years before the date of this 
letter, the dissentions between Man us and Sylla broke out 
Into an open civil war, which terminated in the perpetual 
dictatorship of the latter. 

4 Both Marius and Sylla perpetrated, in their turns, the 
most horrid outrages against the partisans of each other ; 
but particularly Sylla, whose sanguinary proscriptions, dur- 
ing his usurpation, afford the most dreadful instances, per- 
haps, of human cruelty, that are to be met with in the 
whole annals of despotic power. Vid. Sollust. Bel. CatiL 51. 
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Consolation : so total and so irre<&H»erable is th* 
ruin we deplore! However, G«$af himaetf} 
te well us every citizen of Rome besides, looks 
iipofi yoo as shining forth, amidst this general 
extinction df the great tights of the republic; irt 
Hit the lustre and dignity of wisdom and virtue* 
These considerations, therefore, ought greatly' 
to alleviate the generous disquietude of your 
heart 'Tis true you are absent from you* 
friends and family; but this yoti have the festf 
reason to regret, as you are removed at tttf 
same time from many very disagreeable cir* 
teumstanees. t would particularly point them 
out to you, but that I am trowflfiog you should 
have the painof hearing what you are so happy 
W not to see: au advantage which fender* 
your situation I think, so much the more eB* 
gihle than ours* 

1 have thus far laid before you, in the warm- 
est friendship of my heart, those reasons which 
may jwtly contribute to lighten and compose 
your uneasiness, The test are to he found 
wkhin yourself 5 and they are consolations 
which I know, by daily experience, ta be of 
the best and most efficacious Jujudi I well re- 
member that you passionately cultivated thft 
whole circle of sciences from your sliest 
youth, and carefully treasured up in your nimcf 
whatever the wisest philosophy have ddiyefced 
* " : " "'concerning 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Boo* IX. of CICEUtX s«T 

40ndffting the tatand huppiwt regulation of 
taiftiaa lift, Mow the*e a*5 confempktioM 
both «LMful ftttd <mWrt*Hftlnfg, oven in seatoti* 
of the greatest calm and ]^ospt*fty * fcutinthe 
ptmtit tateffiitOtts' *ittt*tiofc of ptaMie affairs, 
titefe i» nothing etoe that aik aooth aod com- 
pose our minds. I would not be so arrogant 
ttt to tike up** my*tf to eshort a man of 
yon* sanae and knowledge to hat«e recourse to 
thtWk! sttfcSkftitd irhkh I know you have youe 
whole life been devoted. 1 will only say witfi 
respect to myself, (and ! hope I «haJK he justified 
fcyy*>*r approbation) that I consecrated all my 
tkne and attention to philosophy, when I per- 
ceived there wad no farther employment either 
ifc the fttntft or the aenote for my fatourite art\ 
8fca*ee mow »om is there for the exercise of 
1*i«t*:fcfcefl«t science, in *fcich you, my friend, 
t« #0 eminently distinguished*. I am per* 

suaded* 

* Sulpicius distinguished himself by his superior skill in 
the laws of hit country ; to the knowledge and practice of 
which science he principally devoted the studies and the la- 
bours of his life. He was the first, indeed, among the Ro- 
mans who seems to have traced and explained the principles 
of civil law ; and to have reduced that branch of knowledge 
from the vague and confused manner in which it had been 
formerly treated, into a regular and rational system. The 
number of treatises which he is said to have composed, 
amount to above an hundred and fifty j but nothing of his 
hand remains, except two very elegant and interesting let* 
ters, addressed to Cicero, in the eleventh book of the present 
collection. See p. 6. and 28. of vol. iii. Cicer. de Clar. 
Qrat. 1*2. Pmp*n. 4* Orig. J*rU. 
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Suaded, therefore, that I have no occasion ta 
admonish you to apply your thoughts to the 
same philosophical contemplation? j which, if 
they wer$ attended with no other advantage* 
would have this, at least* to recommend them, 
that they divert the miad from dwelling on its 
anxieties. 

Your son applies himself to all the polite 
arts in general with great success : but he par- 
ticularly excels in those philosophical studies 
from whence I justrnow professed to derive the 
principal consolation of my life* I know not 
any man, except yourself for whom I have 
conceived a stronger affection : and, indeed, he 
very amply returns the warmth of my friendf 
$hip ; but he evidently shews, at the same time, 
'that, in distinguishing me with tjie marks of 
jhis respect and esteem* he imagines that he. is 
acting in the most agreeable manner to your 
inclinations. Fareweh 

LETTER 



•iw \* 
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LETTER II. 

[A. U. 707,] . • 

To Publius Servilixjs Isauricus 7 , 
Proconsul * 

I received the account you sent ipe of yout 
voyage, with much pleasure, as it was a proof 
that you are not unmindful of our friendship ; 
than which nothing, be assured, can afford me a 
more real satisfaction. Would you still oblige me 
more ! let it be by freely communicating to me 
the state of your province, and the plan of 
government upon which you proceed. For, 
though the fame of your administration will 
undoubtedly reach me by many other ways, 
yet I shall be most p\eased in being made ac- 
quainted with it by your own hand. As fo,r 
myself, the hazards to which my letters are 
exposed, will not suffer me to be so frequent ifr 
giving you my sentiments of public affairs, as 
I shall be in apprizing you of what passes 
amongst us, I have hopes, however, that our 

colleague 

7 Catsar nominated bim joint consul with himself, in the 
year 705 ; and Servilius exercised the consular functions at 
Rome, whilst bis colleague was employed in carrying on the 
fvar against Poropey in Macedonia. He was, at this time, 
proconsul of Asia Minor; to which province he succeeded 
at the expiration of his consulate. Cws. JEW. Civil* iii. 1. 

Vol. II, U 
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colleague Caesar 8 intends, and, indeed, that he 
actually has it under his consideration, to esta- 
blish a republican form of government of some 
kind ; and it is of milch importance, that you 
should be present in his council for this pur- 
pose. But if it be more for your own glory to 
preside over Asia, and preserve that ill-affected 
, part of the republic in its allegiance, I ought 
to regulate my inclinations by yours, and pre- 
fer what will most contribute to the advance- 
ment of your interest and your honour. Be 
assured, I shall employ my utmost zeal to pro- 
mote both, by every mean that shall appear 
conducive to that' end ; among Ivhich, it shall 
be my principal care to distinguish your illus- 
trious father 9 with all possible marks of my; 

observance. 

• Caesar was a fellow member, of the college of augurs 

with Cicero and Servilius. / ' 

9 Servilius the father, after having passed through the 
office of consul in the year 673> was elected governor of Cj- 
licia, where he greatly distinguished himself in several obsti- 
nate and successful engagements with the piratic nations, 
that infested the Roman commerce in this part of the eastern 
world. He particularly turned his arms against the Isauri ; 
a people situated .'between Cilicia and Lycaonia; and having 
penetrated as far as their capita), he not only laid it level 
with the ground, but demolished several strong forts which. 
• the pirates possessed in the maritime parts of that kingdom. 
It was upon this occasion; that he obtained the title of Isou- 
' ricus ; and, at his return to Rome, he was honoured, like- 
wise, with a triumph. He died not long after this letter was 
written, in an extreme old age, and is said to have pre- 
served his health and senses entire to his last moments. Lie. 
Epit.93. Ilor.iii.6. >Dio. xlv. p. 277. . 
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observance. This, indeed, is what I justly, 
owe him, not only in regard to his high cha* 
racter, and the friendship in which we have 
been long united, but in return, likewise, to 
the many favours which you and he have /con* 
ferred upon me. Farewel, 

LETTER lit ' ' " 

fA.U.70T.] 
To NlGIDlUS FlGULUS 1 . 

Though I have long been looking out for an 
occasion of writing to you, yet I have not only 
been unable to meet with any particular sub* 

ject 

1 Nigidius Figulus was a person of great distinction, not 
only in the civil, but literary world. He had passed through 
the offices of tribune and praetor, with much honour; and 
was at this time in the number of those who were suffering 
exile for having taken up arms on the side of Pompey. He 
was extremely well versed in all the liberal sciences, but tis 
studies were principally consecrated to rapra) and natural 
knowledge ; in the latter of which be seems to have made 
such extraordinary discoveries, as to have occasioned a sus- 
picion that he practised the magic art. He was much ao> 
dieted to judicial astrology ; and, it is said, that being in* 
formed of the birth of Octavius, he immediately pronounced 
that he was destined to empire; Lucan has celebrated hira 
for his learning of this kind, and represents him as prophetic 
ically declaring the future calamities of his country - 

At Figulus, cut cura Dtos ncrctaque ca$l% 
Nossefuit, SfC. 

One of the commentators asserts, (though it does not appear 

U2 upo» 
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ject for that purpose, but find myself utterly 
at a loss even to furnish out a common letter* 
The calamities of our Country have spoiled me 
for those jocose epistles with which, in happier 
days, I used to entertain my friends ; as fortune 
has rendered me incapable of writing, or, in 
truth, of thinking, upon any subject of a cheer- 
ful nature* There remains another species of 
letters 6f a grave and serious cast, peculiarly 
adapted to these miserable times. But, as a let- 
ter of this kind ought to contain either some 
promise of assisting you to surmount your mis- 
fortunes, o* some arguments to support you 
tinder them ; from these* too, I am likewise ex- 
cluded. Sunk, indeed,, as I am, into the same 
abject fortune as yourself, what assistance can 
I possibly offer you ? In sad truth, I am 
obliged to have recourse myself to the aid of 
others, and I have much more reason to lament 
that I live upon these disgraceful terms, than 
to tejoice that I am still in being. I say not 
this from any extraordinary injuries which I 
have suffered in my own person; indeed, there 
is nothing which in the present conjuncture I 
feould wish for myself, that Cassar has not 

voluntarily 

upon what authority) that FJgfclu* Hied in exile, the year 
following the date of this letter. Ad Q.F. 1. 2. Cic. Fraga^ 
it Univcr. in Princip. Die. slv. p. 270.. Suet, in Aug. J^ 
Lucau. i. 693. 
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voluntarily offered me. Nevertheless, the sor- 
rows that oppress my heart, are of so severe a 
nature, that I think myself guilty of a crime 
in still continuing to live. For I live deprived 
of many of my most intimate friends, whom 
death, or those public calamities which have 
driven them from their country, have separated 
from me ; as I have, likewise, lost, by the samf 
means, all thost whose good-will I formerly 
conciliated, when, by your assistance*, I suc- 
cessfully stood forth in defence of the republic. 
I have the unhappiness, at the same time, to 
be placed in the midst of the general wreck and 
plunder of their fortunes ; and not only havt 
the pain to hear, (but what is far more affect- 
ing) am a spectator of the dissipation of the 
estates which belonged to those illustrious aaso* 
ciates, who assisted me in extinguishing the 
flames of that dangerous conspiracy. In a wore), 
I have the mortification to find myself utterly 
divested of all credit, authority, and honours 
in that republic, where I once flourished in 
the full possession of those glorious distinctions. 
Caesar, 'tis truej acts towards me with the ut- 
most 

* Tbis alludes to the affair of Catiline's conspiracy ; in 
which, as in every other article of public concern, Cicero 
was principally determined in his conduct by the sentiments 
and advice of Nigidius. Plat . in vit. Cicer. 

US ' 
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most -generosity ; but his generosity cannot re- 
store what I have lost by the general violence 
and confusion of the times. Thus bereaved of 
those advantages to which I was habituated by 
genius, by inclination, and by custom, I ima- 
gine that the world is no less dissatified with 
me, than I am with myself. Formed, indeed, 
as I was by nature, to be perpetually engaged 
hi the noblest and most important occupations, 
I am now deprived of every mean, not only of 
acting, but of thinking to any public purpose. 
There was a time when my assistance could 
have raised the obscure, and protected even 
the guilty ; but now I cannot so much as send 
a favourable promise to Nigidius ; to the vir- 
tuous, the learned Nigidius ; to the man who 
once flourished in the highest credit, and who 
was always my warmest friend 1 Thus you see 
that I am totally disqualified from writing let- 
ters to you of this kind. 

The only subject that remains to me, then, 
is to endeavour to draw off your mind from its 
inquietudes, by laying before, you such argu- 
ments as* may afford you a well-grounded con- 
solation. But^ if ever any man was peculiarly 
qualified to employ the strongest reasonings of 
this nature, either for his own use, or for that 
of others, most undoubtedly it is yourself. 

Such, 



Digitized by CjOOQ I.C 



Book IX. . of CICERO- 295 

Such, therefore, as thay be drawn from the 
refined sources of philosophy, I will not pre- 
tend to touch; but shall leave them entirely to 
your own suggestions. Whatever is worthy of 
a man of true wisdom and fortitude; whatever 
is agreeable to that character you have sustain- 
ed in the world, and to those studies in which 
you so early excelled ; whatever, in short, is . 
expected from a great and exalted mind in the 
circumstances wherein you are placed, your 
own . reflections will best supply. I will cwly 
take upon myself, therefore, to inform you of 
what 1 have been able to discover from my 
being situated in Rome, and giving a parti- 
cular attention to every occurrence that passes. 
I will venture, then, with confidence, to as- 
sure you, that your present troubles (perhaps, 
too, I might add, that those of the republic 
itself) will not be of long continuance. For, 
in the first place, Caesar seems well inclined to 
recal you from exile ; and, trust me, I speak 
this from no hasty conjecture. On the con* 
trary, I examine his sentiments and disposi- 
tions so much the more strictly, as I am less 
biassed in his favour by any particular con- 
nexions. I am persuaded, then, that the sin- 
gle reason for his delaying to restore you, is, 
that he may with a better grace refuse the same 
U 4 favour 
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favour to others against whom he is more 
warmly incensed. I am sure, at least, that all his • 
most intimate friends and favourites both think 
and speak of you highly to your advantage. 

In the nextplace, the populace, or rather, I 
should say, the whole community in general, are 
strongly in your interest. And let me add, 
that the republic herself, whose power at pre- 
sent, it must be confessed, is certainly incon- 
siderable, but who must necessarily, however, 
recover some degree of credit ; the republic 
herself, believe me, will soon obtain your res- 
toration from those who at this time hold her 
in subjection. In this respect, therefore, I may 
venture even to promise you some assistance. 
With this view, I shall closely attach myself to 
Csesar's favourites, who are all of them, indeed, 
extremely fond of me, and spend much of their 
time in my company; as I shall insinuate myself 
into an intimacy with Csesar, to which my own 
modesty has hitherto proved the single obstruc- 
tion*. In short, I shall pursue every probable 
mean of this kind (and some, too, that I dare not 

commit 

3 It requires, perhaps, no ordinary portion of faith, to believe 
it was modesty that kept Cicero at a distance from Caesar. 
The true reason, indeed, appears from Cicero's own account 
in the last paragraph of the following letter, where he touches 
upon this article in a more ingenuous manner, than he 
thought proper in the present instance. See the 17th and 
fid letters of this book. 

1 
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commit to paper) in order to obtain your re- 
turn. As to other articles of assistance, I am 
sensible there are many who are perfectly well 
inclined to offer yofc their services; but you may 
depend upon me as the first and forwardest in 
that number. The sincere troth is, there is no 
part of my estate tf hich is not as freely at yoor 
disposal as it is at mine. But I will say the less 
upon this subject, as 1 would rather encourage 
you to hope (what I am well persuaded will be 
the case) that you will soon have it in your pow- 
er to make use of your own. In the mean while, 
let me conjure you to preserve a firm and un- 
broken spirit, remembering not only the sub- 
lime precepts you have received from other ce- 
lebrated philosophers, but those likewise which 
have been the produce of your own judicious re- 
flections. If you attend to these, they will teach 
you to hope the best, and at the same time to 
meet whatever msjy happen with a wise compo- 
sure of mind 4 . But these are sentiments which 

no 

♦Nigidius published many treatises on different branches 
of human and theological science, the subjects of whicb^Ma- 
ftutius, with his usual learning and industry, has collected 
from the several ancient writers wherein they are. cited. It 
is probable, from the present passage, that he had published 
also some treatise concerning fortitude, upon the Py thagoric 
principles. It is certain, at least, that Nigidius (and it is a 
Circumstance greatly to the honour of his character) at- 
tempted to bring the phylosophy of Pythagoras into credU 

with 
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no man is so capable to suggest to you as your- 
self. I will only add, then, that you may be 
assured of my carefully and zealously embracing 
every opportunity of promoting your welfare j 
as I shall always retain a grateful remembrance 
of the generous services you conferred upon me 
during my severe afflictions** FareweL 

LETTER IV; 

[A. U. 707V] 

To Marcus MaecelIus 6 ; 

I will not Venture to condemn, though I 
have not myself pursued those measures in 
which I find you still persevere*, as I have too 

high 

with his countrymen ; which, after having flourished in Italy 
during some centuries, was now grown almost entirely out of 
repute. It is no wonder, indeed, that a system which, in 
many 'of its precepts, seems to have approached very near 
to the divine morality of the Christian institution, was re- 
jected in an age in which the only fashionable principles 
were, to acquire wealth by every means of avarice and in- 
justice, and to dissipate it by every method of luxury and 
profusion. Cic. Fragm. de Univ. in Princip. 

5 This alludes to Cicero's banishment, in the year 694, 
at which time Nigidius was praetor. Pigh. Annal. ii. 36 1. 

6 For a particular account of the character and conduct 
of Marcellus, see rem. 3. let. 31. of book iii, 

7 This alludes to the different conduct of Cicero and 
Marcellus, after the battle of Pharsalia ; the former (as has 
already been remarked) having immediately returned into 
Italy, in order to throw himself at the feet of the conqueror, 
the latter retiring to Mitylene, the capital of Lesbos. In 
this city Marcellus probably resided, when the present letter 
was written. 
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high an opinion ofyaur judgment, to think th« 
preference is due to my own. The friendship, 
however, in which we hate so long been inti- 
mately united, together with those singular 
marks of affection you have shewn towards me, 
from your earliest youth, induce me to recom- 
mend to you what seems conducive to your in- 
terest, at the same time that it appears by no 
means inconsistent with your honour. 

I am sensible that you long foresaw, no less 
than myself, those calamities that have fallen 
upon our country : and I well remember the 
patriot conduct you displayed during your glo- 
rious administration of the consular office. But 
I remember, too, that you disapproved of the 
manner in which the civil war was conducted ; 
and that, far from being satisfied either with the 
strength or nature of Pompey's forces, you were 
always extremely diffident of their success; in 
which, I need not add, I entirely agreed with 
you. In conformity to these our mutual sen- 
timents, as you did not enter very far into the 
war on your part, so I always endeavoured as 
much as possible to avoid it on mine. The point 
in contest between the adverse parties was not to 
be decided indeed by the force of their counsels, 
and the justice of their cause, in which we had 
undoubtedly the advantage, but by the single 

strength 
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strength of their swords, wherein we were evi- 
dently inferior. Vanquished, therefore, we ac- 
cordingly are : or, if virtue never can be van- 
quished, yet certainly, at least, we are fallen. 
Your conduct cannot but be greatly and uni- 
versally applauded, in having renounced the 
spirit of contention, when you lost the hopes 
of success ; and you shewed, by your own ex* 
ample, that as a wise and honest patriot will al- 
ways enter into a civil war with reluctance, so 
he will nev^r choose to carry it on to its last 
desperate extremity. Those who did not pur- 
sue the same measures formed themselves into 
two different parties ; and while some retreated 
into' Africa, in order to renew the war, others, 
and myself among the rest, submitted to the 
conqueror. But you thought proper to steer a 
middle course, imagining, perhaps, that it was 
mean to yield, and obstinacy to resist. In this, 
I must confess, you are thought by many (I 
might say by the world in general) to have 
given a proof of your virtue; while there are 
numbers who admire it likewise as an instance 
of great magnanimity 9 . Nevertheless there is 

a time, 

9 It is probable that Brutus was in the number of those 
who were in Cicero's thoughts upon this occasion, as may be 
collected from a passage in Seneca. This noble moralist 
relates, that Brutus, in a treatise which he wrote concern- 
ing virtue, mentioned his having paid a visit to Mar cell us 

at 
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a time, it should seem, when this measure may 
cease to be any longer justifiable ; especially as 
nothing, I am persuaded, is wanting to esta- 
blish you in the full possession of your for- 
tunes, but your own concurrence. For he in 
whom all power is centred* has no other objec- 
tion, I find, to granting you this favour* but 
that he is apprehensive you are by no means 
disposed to think it one. What my own sen- 
timents are as to that point, is too evident by 
. my conduct, to render it necessary to explain 
them. But this, however, I will say, that al- 
though you should prefer a state of perpetual 
exile, rather than be a spectator of what you 
cannot but disapprove, yet you should reflect, 
that it is impossible, in any part of the world, 
to be placed out of the reach of his power 
whom you desire to avoid. And even grant- 
ing 

at Mitylene, where he found him in the utmost tranquillity, 
pursuing, with all his usual taste and spirit, the moral and 
polite arts. " And I could not forbear thinking/' added 
Brutus, " when I took my leave of Marcellus, in order, to 
" return to Rome, that it was I -royself t and not my friend, 
" who deserved to be lamented as the exile." Seneca takes 
occasion from hence to introduce a soliloquy, which he puts 
into the mouth of this illustrious exile ; and he concludes it 
with a sentiment that raises the highest idea both of Brutus 
and Marcellus. " Let conquered nations (he supposes 
44 Marcellus to have said to himself) look with wonder upon 
^ Caesar; but live thou, Biiuto mihatorb contextus, 
41 satisfied wiih having gained the admiration of Brutus !" 
Senec. CamuL ad Helvid. 9. 
a Caesar. 
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ijig it probable that he should suffer you to 
live free and unmolested in a voluntary banish^ 
ment, yet it deserves your copsideration, wher 
ther it would not be more eligible, whatever 
the situation of public affairs may be, to spend 
your days in Rome, than at Rhodes or Mity- 
lene. But, since that power which we dread 
extends itself over every part of the globe, is it 
not better to live securely under your own 
roof, than in perpetual danger under that of 
another ? For myself, at least, if even death 
were my resolution, yet I would rather choose 
to expire in my own country, and in my own 
mansion, than at a stranger's house, and in a 
foreign land. 

All who love you (and your illustrious vir- 
tues have rendered that party extremely nume- 
rous) join with me in these sentiments. In 
this we have a regard, likewise, to the preser- 
vation of your estate, which we should be sorry 
to see dissipated. For though neither that per- 
son who governs the republic, nor, indeed, the 
republic itself, wpuld suffer any injuries of this 
kind to remain always unredressed, yet I would 
not, in the mean time, have your estate ex- 
posed to the depredations of certain lawless in- 
vaders, whojn I shpuld not scruple to name, if 
I were not persuaded that you perfectly \vell 
.know to whom I allude. Your 
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Your very excellent relation, Caius Marcel- 
lus 1 , discovers a singular ?eal in his frequent 
and earnest applications to Caesar on your be- 
half. And though I am not in a situation to 
secpnd these his solicitations, I claim, however, 
the next rank, in my anxiety for your welfare 
The truth is, I have stood too much in need 
of an advocate myself, to take the liberty of 
acting that part for another ; as all the merit I 
<?an plead, is to have yielded after having beeii 
conquered*. Nevertheless, as far as my advice! 
$nd endeavours can be of any avail in your af- 
fairs, they are npt wanting to Caius. The 
jest of your family do not think proper to con- 
sult me, though they may always be assured of 
finding me ready to exert my 1)est services 
jvhereyer your interest is concerned. FareweL 

LETTER 

* An account has been given of him in rem. 4. p. 322. 
vol. l. 
r * See rem. 3. on the preceding letter. 
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LETTER V. 

[A.U.7W.] 

To TrpbianusV 

I shottld have written to you sooner, if it 
liad been dther in my power to have promised 
you any effectual assistance, or necessary to 
have offered you any consolation ; one or the 
other being tbe part of every friend, in so unr 
happy a conjuncture as tbe present But I 
ibrbore tine latter, as I was informed by many 
hands, of the resolute and philosophical spirit 
with which you support the unjust persecution 
you .are suffering from the violence of the 
times, and of tbe strong consolation you receive 
from the consciousness of that integrity by 
which all your counsels and actions towards 
the public were directed. If this account be 
true, (and let me earnestly exhort you to ve- 
rify it) you reap the happy fruits of those noble 
contemplations, in which, I well know, you have 
ever been conversant. I will venture at the same 
time to assure you, (how unnecessary soever that 

assurance 

3 Tbe person to whom this letter is inscribed is mention- 
ed by no other ancient writer ; so that nothing more is known 
of hira than what may be collected from this and two more 
epistles addressed to him in the present book. It appears he 
was at this lime-fn exile, as having taken part against Caesar 
in the civil war ; and that he was sooq afterwards restored 
to his country by the good offices of Dolabella. 
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assurance may be to a man so perfectly Well ao 
quainted with the present age, and so tho- 
roughly versed in the annals of all the pa9t) 
that the cruel injuries under which you are op- 
pressed caftnot possibly continue long. And 
this conjecture you may safely take from one, 
who, if he is less a politician in theory, perhaps, 
than he wishes, is certainly much more so by 
experience than he desires. Caesar, indeed, 
seems to be every day more and more inclined 
to adopt those equitable measures, which our 
public circumstances require. The cause, like- 
wise, for which you suffer, is of such a nature, 
that it must necessarily revive and flourish with 
the republic ; which most undoubtedly cannot 
always remain in its present state of subjection. 
To which I will add, that Caesar is continually 
giving proofs of greater moderation and gene- 
rosity than we once imagined he would have 
shewn. But as instances of this kind are ge- 
nerally produced by particular conjunctures, 
and frequently too depend upon very minute 
circumstances, I shall watch every favourable 
moment, and endeavour to improve it to your 
best advantage: for you may be assured I shall 
neglect no opportunity of assisting and alle- 
viating your misfortunes. I hope, likewise, 
that the time is approaching, when I shall be 
enabled to promise you some more effectual 
Vol. II. X service: 
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service: 6f which, however, I had much rather 
.give you proofs, than professions. In the 
mean while be persuaded, that, as far as I have 
.been capable of observing, there is no man who 
either is, or has been, under the same misfor- 
tune with yourself, that can boast of so many 
zealous and faithful friends: in which number 
I claim the principal rank. 

Let me conclude with entreating you to pre- 
serve a firm and unbroken fortitude: for this is 
e possession which depends entirely upon your- 
self. As to what is in the disposal of Fortune, 
it must be governed by particular circum- 
stances : and I shall exert all my prudence to 
turn them in the most advantageous manner 
for your interest. Farewel. 

LETTER VI. 

[A.U.T07.] 

To Gallus 4 . 

I ah much surprised at your reproaches :. as 
I am sure they are altogether without founda- 
tion. But were they ever so just, they would 
come with a very ill grace from you, who ought 

to 

* Minuting conjectures, that this GaHus is the same with 
fublius Sestius, to whom the fifth letter of the first boob is 
addressed : whose family name, he supposes (from a passage 
which he cites out of the oration for Mik)) to have been 
Gallus. That learned commentator supports this opinion 

with 
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to have remembered those marks of distinction 
you received from me during my consulate. It 
seems, however, (for so you are pleased tp in* 
form me) that Caesar will certainly restore you* 
I know you are never sparing of your boast* ; 
but I know too, that they have the ill lack 
never to be credited. It is in the same spirit 
you remind me, that you offered yourself *P 4 
candidate for the tribtmitial office, merely it 
order to serve me*. Now to shew you how 
much I am in your interest, I wish yo* wen ft 
tribune still : as in that case you could not bt 
at a loss for an intercessor*. You go pn to ae* 
proach me, with not daring to speak my setoti* 
went*. In proof, however, of the contrary, X 
need only refer you to the reply I made, when 
you had the front to solicit my assistance. 

^ Thus, 

artfli some very plausible reasons : but as the point hi ques* 
tion is of little consequence, the reader will readily excuse 
me that 1 save him the trouble of considering them. Gailus 
seen* to have been jn the number of the Pompeian exiles : 
and to have drawn upon himself this letter, in answer %o <one, 
wherein he had reproached Cicero with ingratitude, in re- 
fusing to assist him with his good offices. 

5 Probably during Cicero's exile. 

6 Cicero's witticism, in this passage, turns upon the double 
sense of the word intercessor: which, besides its general mean- 
ing, has relation likewise to a particular privilege annexed to 
the tribunitial office. For every tribune had the liberty of 
interposing his negative upon the proceedings of the senate : 
which act was called intercession and the person who executed 
it was said to be the intercessor of the particular law, or oth .r 
matter in deliberation. 

X 2 
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Thus, (to let yoa see how absolutely impo- 
tent you are, where you most affect to appear 
formidable) I thought proper to answer you in 
your own style. If you had made your remon- 
strances in the spirit of good manners, I should 
with pleasure, as I could with ease, have vin- 
dicated myself from your charge : and, in truth, 
it is not your* conduct, but your language, that 
I have reason to resent. I am astonished, in- 
deed, that you, of all men living, should ac- 
cuse me of want of freedom, who are sensible 
it is by my means that there is any freedom 
left in the republic 7 . I say you of all men 
living: because, if the informations you gave 
me concerning Catiline's conspiracy were false ; 
where are the services of which you remind me? 
If they were true, you yourself are the best 
judge how great those obligations are which I 
have conferred upon every Roman in general 
Farewel. 

LETTER 

7 Alluding to his having suppressed Catiline's conspiracy. 
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LETTER VII. 

[A. U. 707,] 

To P. Servilius Isauricus, Proqusestor. 

Whi lst I was proconsul of Cilicia, (to which, 
you know, three Asiatic departments 8 were an- 
nexed) there was no man with whom I entered 
into a stricter intimacy than with Andro, the 
son of Artemon, of Laodicea. I was his guest 
during my residence in that city : as his temper 
and manner of life extremely well accorded 
with mine. But my esteem for him rose still 
higher after I left the province, having, upon 
many subsequent occasions, experienced the 
gratitude with which he preserved me in his 
jemembrance. Accordingly, it was with great 

pleasure 

• The classic writers speak of Asia in three different senses, 
which, if not carefully distinguished, are apt to create great 
confusion. Sometimes they comprehend under the denomi- 
nation of Asia, that vast tract of land which made up the 
third part in their general division of the whole globe: some- 
times they mean only so much of that continent which was 
terminated by the bay of Issus, and the Pontus ; and some- 
times they confine it to a still more limited portion, and unr 
derstand by Asia that kingdom which Atalus Philometor, 
king of Pergamus, bequeathed to the Romans, containing 
JVf ysia, Pbrygia, Ionia, Lycaonia, &c. In the two former 
of these senses, Cilicia was a province of Asia ; in the latter 
it was not. It is with respect, therefore, to this last division 
that Cicero calls the three districts annexed to his govern- 
ment of Cilicia, Asiatic; in one of which the city of Laodicea 
jyas included. Sigon. <fe Jur. Provinc. i, 1Q. 
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pleasure I lately saw him in Rome : as you will 
easily believe, who know, by the many good 
offices you have yourself conferred upon his 
countrymen, how few of them areMisposed to 
be thus sensible of obligations* I mention these 
dreumstances to shew you, in the first place, 
that it is not without reason I interest myself 
\tk his Concerns : and in the next, that his merit 
l^ell entitles him to a generous reception under 
your roof, t shall be greatly indebted to you, 
therefore, for giving him a proof of the regard' 
you bear me, by receiving him into your pro- 
tection, and assisting him in all his affairs : so, 
fitr, I mean, as may be consistent with your 
convenience and your honour. And this I most 
earnestly request, as an instance of your friend- 
ship that will be exceedingly agreeable to me* 
Farewel. 

LETTER VIIL 

[A. U. 707.] 

ToTrebianus. 

I am no less sensible of the share you allow me 
in your friendship, than I am conscious of that af- 
fection which I have ever entertained for you in 
tefcurn. Agreeably to these sentiments, I always 
Jamented that it was jour choice, or rather, I 
should say, your fete, to persevere in our civil 

wars ; 
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wars ; and I now feel the same concern at the 
unjust delay you meet with in being restored to 
"ypur estate and honours, as you have always 
shewn in my misfortunes, I have frequently and 
fully opened my heart upon this subject, not 
only to Posthumulenus, to Sestius, and to ou? 
common friend Atticus, but lately also to your 
freedman Theuda : to each of whom I hav« 
given repeated assurances, that it is my earnest 
desire to serve both you and your children tQ 
the utmost of my ability. I beg, therefore, when 
you write to the latter, that you would assure 
them they may most readily command me, upon 
every occasion, wherein my purse, my pains, or 
my sincere advice (for these, at least, are still iij. 
my power) can be of any advantage to their af- 
fairs. If I enjoyed that influence and author 
rity in the commonwealth, to which the public 
services I have performed most justly entitle 
me ; you, who deserve every honour that can 
be conferred, as well as are confessedly the first 
of that illustrious order to which you belong 1 , 
should retain the same distinguished rank ia 
the republic you once possessed. But since we 
J>oth of us fell at the same time, and in the 
same cause 1 , I can only promise you what yet 

remain* 

1 The equestrian. 
* That of Pompey. 

X4 
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remains in my power : the small assistance I 
mentioned above, together with that little de T 
gree of credit which I still, perhaps, have in 
some sort preserved from the general wreck 
of my former dignities. I have reason, indeed, 
from many instances, to believe, that Caesar is 
not averse to me : and almost all his principal 
favourites, who happen to be persons to whom 
1 have formerly rendered very considerable ser-r 
vices, distinguish me with peculiar marks of 
their esteem and consideration. If, therefore, 
I should find a favourable opportunity of ap- 
plying to Caesar in your behalf, (which I am 
more and more inclined to hope, from what I 
can discover by the conversation of these my 
friends;) I shall not fail very strenuously to 
solicit him in person for your restoration, as it 
is upon the obtaining of this point that the 
recovery of your estate must depend. It is 
unnecessary to enter into particulars upon this 
article ; let me only assure you, in onfe word* 
that I am wholly and most affectionately de- 
voted to your Service. But, as it much im- 
ports me that all your family should be 
Apprised of this truth, I hope your letters 
will acquaint them, that Trebianus may 
command whatever is in the power of Ci- 
cero to perform. I particularly mention this, 
as I am desirous t;be£ should be persuaded 

1 tha^ 
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that there is nothing so difficult which I should 
not with pleasure undertake; in orcjei to render 

you any service. FareweL 

« 

LETTER IX; 

[A.U.707.] 

^o Qujntus G^nys*. 

Though I hope to receive many instance* 
hereafter of the regard you bear me, (of which, 
indeed, you have long since rendered me suf- 
, ficiently sensible) yet there is one which at pre- 
sent occur^, Y^ ere ip y°u may give me a very 
convincing proof of your friendship. Lucius 
Oppius, the son of Marcus, is a merchant in 
Philomelium-, with whom I am extremely intN 
mate. But, besides warmly recommending hiin 
as a man I love, t must- likewise; claim your 
kindness to him, as he is an agent for Egnatius 
Rufus, a Roman knight, with whom I am most 
affectionately connected, not only by a daily 
intercourse, but by many and great good offices. 
I beseech you, then, to take the person of Op»- 
pius, together with the affairs of Egnatius, into 
^our protection : a request which I make with 
' . as 

fl Who this person was, is entirely unknown. He seems 
Jo have been setting out for the government of one of the 
eastern provinces, when this letter was written. 
^ fc A city 'of Phrygia, upon the borders of Galatia. 
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as much real as if my own interest were conr* 
cerned. ; Again and again, therefore, I entreat 
your compliance, I beg, likewise, that you 
would give two or three lines to be presented 
to you as a memorandum when you shall ar- 
rive in your province. But I desire you would 
express them in such terms, as may strongly 
remind you how very earnestly I applied in be* 
half of these my friends. Farewel, 

LETTER X. 

[A.U.TOT.] 

To Marcus Mahcelius. 

I ©ake not pretend to advise, or to animate 
a man of your distinguished judgment and 
magnanimity; much less shall I attempt to 
send you any consolation. If it be true, in- 
deed, that you bear the sad events which have 
lately happened, in the manner I am informed* 
I haare more reason to congratulate your forti- 
tude, than to sooth your affliction. But were 
the fact entirely otherwise, and you had sunk 
under the pressure of our public misfortunes ; 
yet I am so far from beii^g qualified to allevi- 
ate your sorrows, that I am altogether incapa- 
ble of assuaging my own. The single testi- 
mony, therefore, that I can give you of my 

friendship, 
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friendship, is to convince your family, by. my 
readiness in complying with all their requests, 
that there are no services so great which they 
have not reason to expect from me on your ac- 
count. 

But, notwithstanding I just now disclaimed 
all right of sending you my admonitions ; yet 
I cannot forbear saying (and you may consider 
it either as my advice, my opinion, or what my 
friendship would not suffer me to suppress) 
that I wish you would prevail with yourself to 
adopt the same measures which I have pursued, 
and return to Italy. I wish, indeed, you 
would be persuaded to think, that if the repub- 
lic should in any degree subsist, you ought to 
live in it, as one who, though justly, and in the 
general estimation of the world, is deserving of 
the highest rank, yet wisely submitted to the 
irresistible necessity of the times : and if the' 
republic should be totally destroyed, that you 
would look upon Rome as the most proper 
scene of exile. For, tell me, ,my friend, if li- 
berty be the object of our pursuit, what part 
of the world is exempted from the present do- 
minion ? or if some place of retirement be what 
we seek, where can we find a more eligible re- 
treat, than in our native country ? And, be- 
lieve me, he who holds the supreme power, is 

not 
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not only a friend to genius and literature, but 
disposed, as far as the circumstances and situ- 
ation of his affairs will permit, to pay a particu- 
lar regard to those who are distinguished by their 
birth 3 and dignities. But this is going farther 
than I intended. To return, therefore, to the 
single purpose of my letter; let me assure yon 
that I am wholly yours, and ready to co-ope- 
rate with your relations in every instance 
wherein they shall approve themselves such 4 . 
But if ihiey should not, you may depend, at 
least, upon my acting, upon all occasions, agree* 
ably to our friendship. FareweL 

LETTER 

? The family of Mareellus was one of the noblest in 
Rome. See rem. 3. p. 320. vol. i. 

* It appears from this and other passages in these letters, 
that some part of Marcellus's family discovered less warmth 
in promoting his welfare than seems to ijave been due to the 
merit of so illustrious a relation. 
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LETTER XL 

[A.U.707.] 

To Papirius P^ETUS, 

I received a letter from you some time since 
by your courier Phileros, as also another three 
days ago by the hands of Zethus : both which 
I will now answer. It was with much satis- 
faction I found, by the former, that you were 
extremely sensible of the concern I expressed for 
your health. Believe me, however, a letter 
could, but faintly represent the uneasiness I suf- 
fered upon that account. For though I can- 
not but acknowledge that there are many from 
whom I receive great marks of esteem and af- 
fection; yet there is not one. in that number 
whom I prefer to yourself. It is a very great, 
perhaps I might say, a principal inducement for 
my holding you in this rank, that you have 
long distinguished me with an unvaried friend- 
ship: yet this is a circumstance which you 
share in common with many others. But your 
amiable disposition, and those agreeable quali- 
ties of every kind which you possess, are claims 
to my heart in which you are without a rival. 
To these I must add, I will not call it the At- 
tic, but (what is far more spirited) the true 
3 old 
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old Roman wit, which so elegantly enliyens 
your conversation. I will not scruple, indeed, 
to acknowledge, (whatever you may think 
of me from the confession) that I am wonderfully 
delighted with humour; especially with that sort 
which is of our own domestic growth. I esteem 
this latter kind so much the more, as it is now 
become extremely uncommon : for, by the ad- 
mission some years since of the Latians 5 into 
Rome, and lately even of the Gauls 6 themselves, 
Our native humour has been tainted with the 
infusion of foreign cant, and is almost entirely 
extinct 7 . For this reason, whenever I con- 
verse 

5 The inhabitants of Latium : a part of Italy which is 
now called the Campagna di Roma. They obtained the ho- 
nour and advantage of being made free of Rome, towards 
the close of the Italic war, A. U. 664. See rem. 2. p. 77* 
of vol. i. Pigh. Annal. ii. 226. 

6 Caesar, in the wantonness of his power, had lately ad- 
mitted several of the Gauls into the privileges of Roman citi- 
zens : and bad even introduced some of them to a seat in the 
senate. Suet, in vit. Jul. 76* 

7 It is difficult, if not altogether impossible, to determine., 
with any precision, what it was that distinguished the spirit 
of this true old Roman wit and humour which Cicero here 
represents as almost entirely extinct. But, in general, as far 
as can be collected from other parts of our author's writ- 
ings, it seems to have consisted in what they call Urbanity: 
a term, however, which they themselves did' not well know 
how to explain. For when Brutus, in the dialogue concern- 
ing the most celebrated orators, inquires, Qui est iste tandem 
Tirbanitatis color ? Cicero replies, Nescio : tantum esse quon- 
dam scio. Nevertheless, it appears, by what he immediately 
subjoins, to have resulted from a certain refinement of ex- 
pression and elegancy of pronunciation, which was- 1* be 
found only amongst the most polite and cultivated natives 

of 
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verse with you I imagine myself transported 
back into former times, a*id to be talking with 
the Grajiii, the Lucilii, or, in truth, even with 
the Crassi and the Laelii of old 3 . There is not 
a single person, indeed, except yourself, in 
whom I can discover the least vein of that ori- 
ginal spirit which so agreeably distinguished 
the pleasantry of our forefathers. But since 
to these uncommon charms of wit, you add 

the 

of Rome. Perhaps, therefore, it was this inexplicable grace 
oflanguage and utter ranee that was infected by the admis- 
sion of these strangers into Rome : who, probably, had in- 
troduced among the little pretenders to wit and humour, a 
foreign tone of voice, together with an exotic turn of phrase- 
ology. A prevailing fashion of this kind, would necessarily 
extinguish that spirit which seasoned the old Roman pleasan- 
try with a nescio quo sa pore vernacuh (as Cicero somewhere 
calls it) a certain exquisite taste and flavour peculiar to its 
cative soil. Vide tlic. de Ciar. Orator. 170. tt *eq. 

9 The several persons here mentioned were celebrated 
Xvits, who flourished about the time that Cicero was born, 
that is, in the consulate of C. Atilius Serranus and Q. Ser- 
vilirus Caepio, U. C. 64-7. The reader has already had some 
account of Lcelius in rem. 5. p. 4. vol. 1. Cratsus was the 
most distinguished orator of his times : and signalized his 
- eloquence when he was only twenty-one years of age, at the 
trial of C. Carbo, who was concerned in the disturbances 
which were raised by the Gracchi. Lucilius was a Roman 
fcnight, and great uncle to Pompey. He considerably im- 
proved upon that kind of satirical poetry, which received 
its utmost perfection in the following century from the hands 
of Horace. Some fragments of his writings still remain. 
*Granius was a person of low rank ; being only a prafco, or 
sort of cryer,*in the courts of justice. Cicero, however, has 
immortalised his memory by the frequent encomiums he 
passes upon the singular elegance and pleasantry of his wit 
and humour. Cic. rfe Clar. Omt. 158, 159, 4" c * ^ ac - Pr&f* 
*«r hs Sat. d' Horace, v. 10. 
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the attractions, likewise, of so singular a friend*- 
ship towards myself, can you wonder that* I 
was greatly alarmed at your late, very dange- 
rous indisposition. 

As to your other letter, in which you acquit 
yourself of all intention to dissuade me from my 
Neapolitan purchase*, and the assurance you give 
me that you only meant to ad vise my continuance 
in Rome, I understood you in no other sense. 
But I suppose (and your letter now before me 
confirms the supposition) that you did not agree 
with me in thinking I might be justified, I will 
not say in wholly renouncing, but in seldom tak- 
ing a part in public affairs. With this view I 
imagine it was, that you reminded me of those 
times in which Catulus acted so distinguished 
a part 9 . But tell me, my friend, what resem- 
blance 

a See the last paragraph in p. 262. of this vol. 

^ Q. L. Catulus was consul in the year 675, and died 
about the year 693 : during which period he had many op- 
portunities of exerting his patriotism, by rising up against 
the gradual encroachments of Pompey and Caesar upon the 
public liberty. Thus he opposed, with a spirit worthy the 
best times of ancient Rome, that unlimited and unconstitu- 
tional commission, which was granted to Pumpey under a 
pretence of the piratic war : and rendered himself so glori- 
ously obnoxious to Caesar, that the latter endeavoured, 
though unsuccessfully, to blast his well- established credit, by 
an impeachment for embezzling the public treasure. la 
short, the welfare of his country was the great and constant 
object of his unwearied labours: in which he persevered witb 
a zeal and resolution which no fears or hopes could shake j 
and which Cato, of all his contemporaries, seems alone to 
have equalled. Pigk. AnnaU ii. 279. &&• xxxvi. p. 18. 
49. 50. Orat. pro Sext. 47 '. 
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Nance is there between those days and the 
present ? I was, at that period, far from being 
inclined to absent myself from the care of the 
republic, as I then sat at the helm of the com- 
monwealth, and shared in the direction of ite" 
most important motions 10 . But now I can 
scarce claim the privilege to officiate even in 
the lowest functions of the state. Were I to 
reside, therefore, altogether at Naples, would 
there be a single decree of the senate the less 
by my absence ? On the contrary, though I 
live in Rome, and appear publicly in the forum, 
they are settled by our friend" in his own 
house, entirely without my participation. If 
I happen, however, to occur to his memory* 
he sometimes does me the honour to prefix my 
name". Accordingly, I am often informed, 
from Syria and Armenia, that a decree of the 
senate is published in those provinces, and 
published, too, as made on my motion, of 
which I had never heard the least mention be- 
fore. You will suspect, perhaps, that I am not 
serious; but, be assured, I speak the literal 

truth. 

l * The consulate of Cicero fell within the period men* 
tfoned in the preceding remark ; that is, in the year 690. 

" Csesar. 

IX It was usual, in drawing up the decrees of the senate, to 
prefix the names of those senators who were principally con* 
cerned in promoting them. 

Voi. II, Y 
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truth. I have, at this instant, letters in my 
possession from the remotest potentate* of the 
gldb<*> returning me thanks for having procured 
them an acknowledgment of their regal title 
&om the senate' 3 : when I was so far from 
knowing they were honoured with that appel- 
lation, that I was utterly ignorant there were 
any such persons existing. Nevertheless, as 
lbng as this wptrinUndant of eur manners* 
shall continue in Borne, I will comply with your 
idvtce ; but the moment he leaves us IS , I shall 
certainly set out to join you over a plate of 

mushrooms. 

xs It was the Ambition o/ foreign princes to obtain an ac- 
knowledgment of their regal title from the senate, and to hp 
declared friends and allies of the- republic ; «n honour, wbicb> 
in xhe more regular times of the Ronton government, wa» 
but rarely granted, and only in consideration of some signal 
service*. But, in thaft general corruption which preceded 
the ruin of the commonwealth, this honour became venal, at 
it Supplied a very plentiful Stream of wealth to those leading 
teen in the state, -who wgife not affbamed to prostitute the 
most sacred privileges to their insatiable avarice. Caesar, in 
particular, drew imnrense rrches from Phis si ngie source ; a 
strong instance of which has already been produced in rem. 
2. p. 51. vol. 1. Cuts. Bel. Gal i. 43. Suet, in vitjul. 54. 

* u This title had lately been decreed to Caesar, 'by which ne 
was invested with all theip^rwer^f the censorial -office, without 
the name. It does not appear for what reason he chose this 
appellation rather than that of censor. Some have supposed 
that it was from an affectation of modesty ; but they who 
assign this reason, seem to forget, ihat Caevar did not blush 
to be -atsoemted with the gmh in the public worship of his 
degenerate Romans. Syet. in vit. Jul. 7.6. Appiav. JBel. 
Weil, iii. p. 4§**. 

* s Ctesar was at this inae preparing to set out upon hi* 
expedition against the two sons of ?ompey, who had assem- 
bled a very considerable army in Spain* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



mushrooms 16 . If I can procure a house at Na- 
ples, it is my purppse, y^u oiyst know, to live 
so abstemiously, that what our late sumptuary 
law 17 allows for one day's expeiice, shall suffice 
me for ten. But, if I cannot meet with one 
to my satisfaction, I intend to be your guq^ 
and I am sure it is not in my power to oblige 
you more. 

Though I mentioned in my last, that I al- 
most despaired of Syllas house, yet I have not 
absolutely given up all thoughts of that pur- 
chase. Agreeably, therefore, to your pflfer, I beg 
you would take some workmen with you in 
order to survey it; for, if the walls and roof 
are in a good repair, I shall perfectly well ap- 
prove of all the rest. Farewel. 

LETTER . 

** This dish was in great esteem among the Romans. 

17 This Jaw was enacted f>y Caesar sopn after hjis return 
from the African war. It regulated the expences of tile Ro- 
mans, not only with regard to their tables, but also theft 
dress, equipage, furniture, and buildings. But Cqesar seeraf 
to have found it a much easier task to corrupt, tnan to re- 
form ; for though he was very desirous of enforcing tjiis salu? 
tary law; yet, it appears to have been extreuiely ill ob- 
served. Suet, in Jul. 43, M An. xiii. 7- 

Ys 
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LETTER XII. 

|>U.7Q7.] 

To TreBonius. 

.Though I had always a great affection for 
Dolabella, yet I never received any favour from 
him till now. Indeed, he never before had an 
opportunity of repaying those good offices 
he owed me, for having more than once stood 
forth in his defence. But his late zeal in pro- 
tecting your estate, together with his present 
•assistance in promoting your restoration, have 
so abundantly satisfied every claim I have to 
his services, that there is no man to whom I 
think myself more strongly obliged. I take so 
sincere a part with you in the joy of this event, 
that, instead of your thanks, I expect your 
congratulations. The former, indeed, I by no 
means desrre; but the latter you may, with 
great propriety, send me. 

Since your distinguished merit has thus rer 
moved all obstructigxis: to your return, it will 
be agreeable to your good sense, and greatness 
of mind, to forget all that you have lost, and 
reflect only on the advantages you have reco- 
vered. You will remember, then, that you are 
restored to your family? and to your friends ; 

and 
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and that, whatever you have suffered in your 
estate, is considerably over-balanced by the 
glory you have acquired ; which, I am per- 
suaded, would be still more acceptable to you, 
if the republic had in any degree subsisted. 

I have received a letter from my friend Vea>- 
tortus, wherein he informs me of the grateful 
mention you make of my services. I am ex- 
tremely obliged to you for your professions of 
this kind in general, but particularly for. those 
you expressed to our friend Syro* : as I am 
greatly desirous to approve my conduct upon 
all occasions to every sensible and judicious 
man. I hope to see you very soon* Farewel. 

LETTER 

* A celebrated Epicurean philosopher, who is said to have 
been Virgil's preceptor. 

Y3 
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LETTER XIII. 

To Marcus Brutus. 1 
i aW ^/k&dfecf tha* ybufr tpia&tofr, Maifcus 

ifo recommendation £6 ydtlr favour; f&r I dSufefc 

'■•■•;'-" ■-:■ '• f • - " fitf, 

~ '^'lhafcAi* fcttttis was tfejibew to Cato, Whbs&vFfiues tie 
bail l | e i" st ambition to copy.. He seems, however, in some 
points, to have fatten short of Ae model Be proposed to Tmi- 
«fle\ j & fie 1 bf fib fcMfaffc fitt*[f ttp td that iAfteJoibte timfof- 
mjty of condoct,. wjiicli renders, the character of Cato so glo- 
riously singular. Thus, though Brutus, at the tfatrte 6( thar*- 
safeay engbged cm the fide of Pompey ; yet; .i A mediately 
^fter the. unsuccessful event of that action, he not only made 
ifis pfeax£rwTth Caesar, but was willing to contribute to the 
rujnpf that catfse t Hi which he had so lately engaged: For, 
when Caesar was doubtful what route Pompey had taken in 
his flight, it was by the advice and information of Brutus 
that he followed him into Egypt. Caesar, just before he set 
out for Africa, appointed Brutus governor of Cisalpine Gaul, 
which he administered with great moderation and integrity. 
It was during his residence in this province, that the present 
and following letters addressed to h>ra in this book, appear 
to have been written. Plut. in vit. Brut. 

* Some of the commentators have supposed, that this is th# 
celebrated Marcus Terentius Varro, to whom several letters 
in the preceding book are addressed. But Cellarius has 
justly observed, that the age and dignity of that illustrious 
Roman, render it highly improbable he should at this time 
have been quaestor to Brutus, who was a much younger man 
than hiiij&eiu Perhaps the person recommended in this let- 
ter, is ihe same whom Horace mentions as an unsuccessful 
adventurer in satiric poetry : 

Hoc erat, expertofrustra Varrone Atadno^ 
Atque quibusdam aliis, melius quod scribere possem. 

Sat. x. lib. i. 46\ 
For ' 
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not, that, ift conformity to the Qiaxim? of our 
forefathers, you look upon his office as giving 
him a sufficient title to your regard. And I 
need not tell you, that it was the policy of ao<$- 
ent times to consider the relation between it 
proconsul and his quaestor, as next to that of ft 
father and son. However, as Varro imagines 
that a letter from me wijj have great weight, 
And has pressed me to write to you in tile 
strongest terms, I willingly perform an office, 
which, he believes, will prove so much to his 
nd vantage. That you may be sensible I ought 
not to reftrse -this request, I must inform you, 
that he cultivated my friendship from his first 
appearance in the forum ; as, m his more ma^ 
ture years, two-circumstances concurred, which 
extremely increased the aflecttott 1 had con- 
ceived for htm ; the one, tfoat hie distinguished 
himself, as you well know, witfc great genius 
and application in that persuasive art, in which 
I still take particular pleasure ; the other, that 
;he early became * a member of the society for 

farming 

Fot the commentators upon these lines inform us* tha^t the 
poet here spoken of w,as Terentius Var.ro, a native .of the ejty 
of Ataxy in the Narbonensiah Gaul, from which he was 
caWed At acinus, and who was born in the yaar of Ramefi7fl. 
He must, consequently, in the present year, have been, 
thirty-four, which perfectly well coincides with th£ age one 
fnay justly suppose the person to have been, in whose favour 
this letter is w.riwen. 

. Y4 
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farming the public revenues. I wish, indeed, 
that he had never embarked in their concerns, 
as he has been a considerable sufferer by his en- 
gagements of this sort. However, his union 
with a company for whose interests I have so 
, great a regard, was one means of more strongly 
cementing our friendship. After having acted 
with the highest integrity and applause, both as 
an advocate and a judge, he turned his ambition 
(long, indeed, before this revolution in the com- 
monwealth had taken place) upon obtaining 
some employment in the magistracy ; and he 
esteemed the honours of this kind, which his 
country should confer upon him, jas the noblest 
..reward of all his former services. During my 
late residence at Brundisium 3 , he obligingly 
charged himself with carrying a letter and a 
message from me to Cassar ; and he gave me a 
very strong proof of his affection, in the zeal 
and fidelity with which he undertook and exe- 
cuted this generous commission. 

I purposed, after having thus assigned the rea- 
sons, which induce me to give Varro my friend- 
ship, to have particularly pointed out the virtues 
of his heart; but I think I must have sufficiently 
rendered you sensible of these, by declaring 
upon what motives he has so strongly engaged 

my 

3 Cicero, upon bis return to Italy, after the battle of 
Pharsalia, resided at Brundisium till Caesar's arrival. 
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my affection. Nevertheless, I will here, in a 
more distinct and explicit manner, assure you, 
that you will receive much satisfaction and ad- 
vantage from the company and assistance of my 
friend. You will find him, indeed, to be a man 
of singular modesty and good sense, as well as 
of indefatigable application to business, at the 
same time that he is an entire stranger to im- 
moderate desires of every kind. I know not 
whether I ought tp promise thus far in his be- 
half, as his character, after all, must be re- 
ferred to your own experience. But in form- 
ing new connexions of every sort, it is of much 
importance™ what manner the first approaches 
are made, and by whose hands the avenues of 
friendship (if I may so express myself) are laid 
open. It is this office that I have here under- 
taken; and though the employment in which 
'Varro stands related to you may well render 
my services unnecessary, yet they certainly 
cannot render them prejudicial. If, then, I 
possess that share in your esteem which Varro 
hpagines, and which I myself am persuaded I 
enjoy, let me soon have the satisfaction of 
hearing that my friend has received all the ad- 
vantages from- this letter that are agreeable to 
his own • hopes, and to my firm expectations. 
. Farewel. 

LETTER 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



$30 Th£ LETTERS Bdoa IX. 
LETTER XIV, 

[A. 11.707.] 
To LlGARIUS 4 . 

Though, agreeably to the friendship which 
subsists between, us, I ought to have offered 
you either assistance or consolation under your 
misfortunes; yet I have hitherto forborne 
writing, in the belief that it was not in the 
power of mere words to remove or alleviate 
your afflictions. But, as I have now reason to 
entertain the strongest hopes of shortly seeing 
you restored to your country, I cannot any 
longer omit to acquaint you with my senti- 
ments and inclination concerning your affairs. 
In the first place, then, I am well convinced 
that you will by no means find Caesar inexo- 
rable. The situation of public circumstances, 
a regard to his character in the world, length 
of time, together with what appears to me to 
be his natural temper, these all concur to sof- 
ten his resentment every day more and more. 

This 

4 Quialus Ligarius was lieutenant to C. Considius, pro- 
consul of Africa, in the year f03 ; in which post he gained 
the general esteem of the whole province. Accordingly, at 
their unanimous request, Considius, upon his departure 
from Rome, resigned the administration into the hands of 
Ligarius. During his residence in that station, the civil 
war broke out ; and he was at this time suffering exile, for 
having acted upon that occasion on the side of Pompey.— . 
Orat.pro. Ligar. i. See rem. i. p. 366. of this vol. 
1 
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This, I irhagihe, xfrill appear to bfe bis disport* 
fioii «6w&rds all in general trh6 have trffefcded 
hith ; but that it to particularly so with rfcspest 
to ybiirsfelf, I will as$ur6 you upon the autho- 
rity of htt' ifrest inthnate frtends; I hAVd liettr 
ceased to solicit thtrh in ytmr behalf €ver since 
%6 deceived the firtt lie^s from Africa 5 ; and 
your brothers have, with equal assiduity, joined 
lire tit these applications, Th&t virtues, ifc- 
de£d, togethet With that affectionate fctfid uh- 
trfcarfed zeal with which they £nter itito your 
<;^cse, kit so extremely engagitig^ tlvat I AAi 
pttftfcded t?*£n Gfe&r hirtedf dhhtidt tefute 
any thing td therf requests*. But if we do 
&6t advanci with all the fexpeditioh we wish, 
it must be imputed te thofce numberless aiid 
IrApbtt&iA (Jfcciif)arttens which redder Caesar tfif- 
fifcttlt of atefesi ; a$ it is to him alone that eveiy 
fcilit ii hbw pftferted. To this I must add, 
that, ail life \Vas partifculatly incfcnsed by the 
fefct war fomented dgainst hifo ifi Africa; he 
Ms iiidinfcd tb keep thosfe so much longer in 
snsftefes£ concerning their fate, to whorti Jie 
itnat&ihfcs it vtei o#ing th&t hfe had $o IMny ad- 
ditional 

5 tfehceVriing €&*ar's Victory oVer Scipio. 

* The two "brothers of Ligarius seem to bave stood neuters 
An the civil war. But one of them hacl something nibfe than 
a mere ttegSUifre merit- to plead, as he had distinguished hi*- 
*elf, during his qusestorship, by promoting the honour* and 
tiiEerest of Caesar. Or at, pro. Ligar. 12. 
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ditional difficulties to encounter. But his re- 
sentment, even upon this article also, appears 
evidently to be cooling ;> and I desire you would 
both believe and remember the assurance I here 
give you, that you will soon be removed from 
your present uneasy situation. 

Having thus acquainted you with my senti- 
ments of your affairs, I had rather leave it to my 
actions than professions, to declare how much I 
wish to assist you in them. Let me assure you, 
however, if I possessed that influence in the com- 
monwealth, which you are pleased to think I 
have merited by my services, you should have no 
reason to regret your present circumstances.— 
But, alas ! the same cause for which you are suf- 
fering in your person, has impaired me in my 
credit., But whatever remains to me of my 
former authority ; whatever shadow still attends 
me of that dignity I once enjoyed ; in a word, 
as far as my advice, my assistance, or my in- 
terest can avail, they shall, upon all occasions, 
be faithfully employed in seconding the pious 
zeal of your excellent brothers. In the mean 
time, preserve that manly composure of mind 
which you have always possessed. You ought 
to do so, indeed, in the first place, for the rea- 
sons I have already assigned ; and in the next, 
because your public conduct has ev?r been 

such 
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such as to afford you a just ground to entertain 
the most favourable hopes. But were your 
prospect entirely the reverse, yet a consciousness 
of the integrity of all your counsels and actions, 
with regard to the commonwealth, should en- 
able you to support the worst that can happen 
with a firm and unshaken fortitude. Farewel 

LETTER XV. 

[A. U. 707 ,] i 

To Marcus Brutus. 

I have always had the satisfaction to observe 
that you were particularly inquisitive into eve- 
ry circumstance relating to me. I doubt not, 
therefore, of your beipg apprised, not only that 
Arpinum is the place of my nativity, but that, 
upon all occasions, I zealously patronise the 
interests of this city. The whole of their reve^ ] 
nues for religious purposes, as also for the re- 
pairs of their temples and other public build- 
ings, arises entirely from their estates in Gaul, 
Accordingly we have dispatched Quintus Fu* 
fidius, Marcus Faucius, and Quintus Mamer- 
cus, each of them persons of equestrian rank, 
in order to collect the rents, and to inspect our 
affairs in that province. I therefore recommend 
them to your particular protection, entreating 
3 you, 
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you, \>y pur mutpal friendship, to assist them 19 
the speedy and successful discharge of their 
eoopnispion, and to distinguish their persons, 
agreeably to your usual politeness, with every 
possible mark of honour. You will, by these 
means, ^dd three very worthy men to tlue num- 
ber pf your friends, ^s well as oblige a commu? 
nity extremely sensible of the good offices they 
receive. Let me add, too, you will perform a 
service highly acceptable also to myself; who, 
as I have at all times stood forth the patron of 
the Arpinates, am in a more especial manner 
engaged to take their interests under my pro- 
tection during the present year. For, in order 
to the better government of this corporation, 
I h$ve procured my son and nephew, together 
with my friend Marcus Caesius, to be chosep 
sedjies; the only magistrates which pur city 
admits. It will be much, therefore, to the cre- 
dit of their administration, as well as a parti- 
cular honour to my?elf, if the affairs of this 
community, during their office, should, by the 
assistance of your generous services, be placed 
in a more advantageous posture. For which 
purpose I must again most earnestly conjure 
you to comply with my present request. 
Farewel. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the game. 

I have, in a separate letter, recommended to 
you, with all possible warmth, the commissaries 
appointed by the city of Arpinum. But I shall 
here single out one of then* in particular, and 
desire your peculiar regard* to Q. Fufidius, a 
person with whom I am united by every friendly 
tie. I do not mean, however, by thus distin- 
guishing him from the rest, to lessen the weight 
of my general recommendation, but only to add 
this as a sort of supplement to what I have there 
requested. Fufidius, who is son-in-law to my 
particular friend Marcus Caesius, acted under 
me in Ciltcia, in quality of military tribune ; 
ami he acquitted himself so much to my satis* 
faction, that I had reason to think I received * 
favour, instead of bestowing one, when I no- 
minated him to that employment To this I 
must add, what 1 know will considerably rai$e 
him in your esteem, that he has a. ta&fce aiwi 
genius far our &wurite studies, het me entreat 
yon, the©, to receive my friend i^ifch the most, 
distinguishing marks of your politeness, a«d to 
•assist iiim in dieonore effectual discharge of an 
jaffira wliich he accepted merely in compliance 

with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



536 Ta* LETTERS Book IX. 

with my persuasi<?ns, and contrary to his own 
convenience. But as it is the ambition of every 
man of a generous mind to be approved in all 
his actions, Fufidius is desirous of executing 
this commission in such a manner, as to merit 
not only my applause in particular, who en?- 
gaged him to undertake it, but that, likewise, 
of our whole community in general Now this 
he will undoubtedly receive, if my recommen- 
dation should procure him your friendly of- 
fices. FareweK 




LETTER XVII, 

[A.U.707.] 

To Servius Su^piciu?. 

The excuse you alledge for so frequently 
sending me duplicates of your letters, I very 
readily admit; so far, I mean, as it relates to 
your caution of guarding against the negligence 
or freachery of those who undertake to deliver 
them.- But when you add, that a poverty of 
•genius likewise (to use your own expression) 
obliges you to this continual repetition, it is an 
apology I can neither approve nor allow. On 
the contrary, I who am enriched, as you ironi* 
eally tell me (for in that sense I understand your 
compliment) with aH the treasures of eloquence^ 

and 
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and who, in good earnest, do not think myself 
wholly destitute of them ; even I am far from 
pretending to equal the delicacy and elegance 
of your compositions. 

I always approved of your having accepted 
the government of Achaia: but much more so, 
after I had read your last letter. The several 
reasons you mention are every one of them per- 
fectly just, and altogether worthy of that pru- 
dence and dignity which distinguishes your 
character. But I can by no means agree with 
you in thinking, that this affair has proved so 
different from what you expected as to give 
you just occasion to condemn the step you 
have taken. The truth of it is, the dreadful 
confusion and desolation which this detestable 
civil war has universally spread, inclines every 
man to imagine that both himself, and the scene 
in which he happens to be placed, are, of all 
others, the most completely miserable. Hence. 
it is that you repent of the choice you have 
made, and look upon us as much happier who 
remain at Rome; whereas we, on the contrary, 
though we do not suppose your situation is 
wholly without its iticonveniencies, yet think it 
greatly preferable to our own. In one respect 
I am sure it is so ; as you have at least the hap- 
piness of daring to write your complaints : 
which is more than we can do with any safety. 
Vox,. II. Z This, 
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This, hofreVer, is not to be imputed to the cob* 
queror ; who conducts himself, it must be ac* 
knowledge^ with the utmost moderation : but 
is entirely owing to that general spirit of inso- 
lence, which victory, in all civil wars, never 
fails to inspire. The single point in which w? 
situation can pretend to have had the advan- 
tage of yours is, that it gave us the satisfaction 
Bot dttly ofl knowing somewhat earlier than you 
could, that your colleague Marcellus 7 has ob- 
tained hia pardon; but of being witnesses in 
what manner that whole affair was conducted. 
For, be assured, it is the only honourable trans- 
action, of a public nature, that has passed 
amongst u# since the breaking out of thia ca- 
lamitous civil war. Caesar, after having com-* 
plained 9>f the acrimony (as he called it) with 
which Marcellus had opposed him, and men- 
tioned, with the highest applause, the equity 
and prudence of your conduct in the same con- 
juncture 8 ; on a sudden, and much beyond pur 
expectations, declared, that notwithstanding h$ 
had so much reason to complain of Marcellus, 
he could not refuse to pardon him at the ge- 
neral request of the senate. For I should have 
told you, that as soon as Lucius Piso had 

mentioned 

7 Sulpicius and Marcellus were colleagues in the office 
of consul. An. Urb. 702. 

8 That is, during the consulate of Sulpicius and Marcel* 
lus. See an account of his conduct at this critical period, id 
rem. 2. p. lgO of this vol. 
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mentioned in the senate the affair of Atarceilus, 
and his relation Caius Marcellw had thrown 
himself at Caesar's feet, the whole house una- 
nimously rose up, and approaching toward* 
C&sar, joined in one common intercession. In 
short, there was something so truly glorious in 
the transaction of that day, that I could not 
but look upon it as a sort of symptom that the 
republic was again reviving. All the senators 
who had been asked 9 their opinion before me, 
severally returned their acknowledgments to 
Caesar, except Volcatius": who declared that 
he would not have made them, even if he had 
been in the place of Marcellus himself But 
when it came to my turn, I instantly changed 
a resolution which I had long formed. I had 

determined* 

9 Wheo a questioo was maved in the senate, the method 
of debating upon it was, that the consul, after having delivered 
his own opinion, proceeded to ask the opinions of all the other 
senators severally by aame, and itt their proper order ; be* 
ginning always with the consulars, and going on to the pne~ 
torians, &c. MM. on tke R. S. p. ISO. 

10 Probably the person here mentioned; is Lucius Vokt* 
tius Tullus, who was consul in the year 687- The noble 
spirit which be shewed upon this occasion, in scorning to 
thank Casar for what the usurper ought to have had no power 
to bestow, was worthy of the best ages of the republic : and 
though Cicero speaks of it without the least approbation, it 
was the only circumstance in this business that merited his 
applause. For must it not have affected a true patriot with 
the utmost concern and indignation, to see the Roman senate, 
that august council of the whole world (as Cicero himself 
has somewhere called it) humbly supplicating, at the feet of 
Ccesar, for the restoration of one of the most illustrious citi* 
sens of the commonwealth ? 

Z 2 
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determined, not from indolence, believe me, but 
as being sensible of the want of that authority 
which once attended my eloquence, to preserve 
a perpetual silence in public. But the greatness 
of mind which Caesar discovered upon this oc- 
casion, together with that noble zeal which 
broke forth at the same time in the senate, en- 
tirely overcame the strength of my resolution : 
and I addressed my acknowledgments to Caesar 
in a long harangue". This, I fear, may prove the 
occasion, in other instances, of drawing me out 
from that literary retirement, which affords the 
single consolation I receive under our general 
misfortunes. Nevertheless, since I have, by this 
mean, avoided giving Caesar offence, who, per- 
haps, would have interpreted xny silence into 
a proofs that I considered the republic as no 
longer subsisting ; I shall, now and then, re- 
sume this practice; I shall resume it, however, 
extremely seldom, and only just enough to com- 
ply with his inclinations, without interrupting 
my philosophical studies. For though I was 
early devoted to all the liberal arts and sciences, 
and particularly to philosophy, yet I find my 

passion 

11 This speech is still extant : and perhaps it is one of the 
noblest monuments that remains of the. grace and energy of 
ancient eloquence. It abouhds with the most spirited and 
best turned compliments, that wit ever paid to power : for 
which the severest patriotism could scarce condemn Cicero, 
as they all artfully tend to induce Caesar to restore the re* 
public. 
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passion for her growing still stronger upon me 
every day I live: perhaps it is, because age has 
rendered me more mature for the lessons of wis- 
dom, and that the misery of the times have de- 
prived me of every other relief. I perceive by 
your letters that you are called off by number- 
less occupations from studies of this kind : I 
hope, however, that the long' nights will now 
afford you some leisure to resume them. 

Your son (and let me call him also mine) 
distinguishes me with great marks of his con- 
sideration : as in return I admire him not only 
for his probity and virtue, but for his learning 
and genius. He frequently confers with me in 
relation to your resigning, or continuing in 
your government: and I still remain in the same 
opinion, that we should neither of us take any 
measures but such as shall be perfectly agree- 
able to Caesar. Affairs are so situated at. Rome, 
that you could find no other satisfaction in be- 
ing here, than what would arise from enjoying 
the company of your friends and family. For 
though Caesar's conduct is unexceptionable, 
yet, with respect to all the rest, both of persons 
and circumstanced, I am sure you would much 
rather (if one or other must necessarily be your 
choice) receive ail account of them from others, 
than be a spectator of them yourself. When I 
say this, it is in preference of your interest to 
Z 3 my 
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own : as upon all other consideration* I am 
^tremely desirous of feeing you amongst us. 
Farewel. 



LETTEft XVIII 

To Marcus Brutus. 

Lucius Castronius Pjetus, is by far the 
most considerable person in the city of Lucca: 
but not more distinguished, however, by hia 
birth and rank, than by the solidity of his un- 
derstanding, and the friendliness of his dispo- 
sition. In one word, he is in every respect a 
most worthy man. I might add too (if it were 
of any importance to his character) that he is 
not only conspicuous for his eminent virtues, 
but for his affluent fortunes. I converse with 
him upon terms of the most unreserved inti- 
macy ; and, indeed, there is no man of scna- 
torian rank whom he treats with greater marks 
of esteem. I therefore recommend him to you, 
not only as my friend, but as worthy of being 
yours. And I am very sure, that, whatever 
service you shall render him, will afford a sa- 
tisfaction to yourself, as well as confer an obli- 
gation upon me. FareweL 

LETTER 
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[A.IL707.] , 

To Marcus Marcellus. 

I sent you a long letter 1 , a very few days ago, 
. by Quintius Mucius; wherein I fully explained 
my sentiments with respect to the disposition 
and conduct which I thought would become 
you in the present conjuncture. Nevertheless, 
as your freedman Theophilus (of whose faithful • 
affection towards you I have been a wittiess) is 
setting out for Greece^ I was unwilling . he 
should wait upon you without bringing a let- 
ter from me. 

To repeat what I urged in my last; let me 
again most earnestly exhort you, whatever the 
Form of our government be, to return to Rome 
as soon as possible. Tis true, you will have 
the mortification, perhaps, to see many things 
that will give you pain : but not more, how* 
ever, than you every day team from common 
report. l Now it would be unworthy a man of 
your character, to be affected oiily with what 
passes before his view : when be can hear the 
* Very same facts related/ (and probably friagni- 
"' " "'* "' \ * "\ A " ■ '" ' fiied 

* This letter is not extant : but if profeably contained an 
account of what had passed in the senate, concerning the re- 
. storation of Marcellus. See p. 338 of this vol. 

yZ4 * 
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fied too) irith less concern. — But you will tell 
me, perhaps, that should you return to Rome, 
you must submit either to act or to speak in 
contradiction to the sentiments of your heart. 
In answer to which, I must observe, in the 
first place, that it has ever been deemed the 
part of true wisdom,, to yield to the dircum- 
stances of the times ; or to express the same 
thing in other words, to comply with unavoid- 
able necessity : and, in the next place, that, as 
matters now stand, the constraint you fear is in 
no sort among the numher of our present griev- 
ances. Tis possible, indeed, that you m*y not 
be at liberty openly to declare your opinions : 
but totally silent you may, undoubtedly, be. 
For the sole cognizance of all affairs is cen* 
tered in a single person 1 : and he determines as 
seems good to himself, without consulting any 
of his party. And this would have been 
pretty much the case, had that other chief*, 
whose cause we chose to follow, been flow in 
possession of the commonwealth. For at a 
time when we were all embarked with 'him in 
the same common danger, he admitted none 
into his council, but those that were ill quj^ 
lifted to be his advisers. And can it be 
supposed that he would have placed himself 

more 

3 Castr. 
♦ Poppey. 
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more upon a level with us after victory, than 
when his success was altogether doubtful ? Is it 
to be imagined, that, he who rejected those 
most prudent measures you recommended in 
your consulate* and refused, likewise, to follow 
the concurrent sentiments of you and your ref- 
lation 5 who succeeded you in that office, and 
administered it by your counsels— is it to be 
imagined that such a man, were he now at the 
head of the commonwealth, would consult either 
your opinion or mine ? All civil wars abound 
with numberless calamities: a truth, which 
though our ancestors were so happy as never 
once tq have experienced, the present genera- 
tion too frequently has 6 . But amidst its many 
miserable consequences, none is more justly to 
be dreaded than victory itself. For though it 
should turn on the more meritorious side* yet it 
will be apt to inspire even these with a spirit 
of insolence and cruelty : and if they should 
not be so by inclination^ they, at least will by 
necessity. For, in many instances, the yictor 
must find himself constrained to comply ,with 
<tfae will of those who assisted him in his, con* 
quest Tell me* my friend, did we not both 
, \ ■ . foresee 

* Caius? Msrtcpllos. ■ # '«» \. • « 
H *, The first civil war, in the strict acceptation of that 
term, which Rome had ever seen, was between Marius and 
Sylla : about forty-two years before the date of this letter. 
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foresee what cruelties would have been exer- 
cised, if our party had proved successful ? And 
would you, in that case*, have lived an exile 
from your country, that you might not have 
been a spectator of so sad a scene ? I know you 
will reply in the negative: and will assure me, 
that you should then have remained in the un- 
disturbed possession of your estate and honours. 
Yet certainly it would have become a man of 
your patriotic spirit to have been far less coin 
cerned for his own interest, than for that of 
the republic 

But to what purpose, let me farther ask, should 
you persevere inbanishingyourself from Rome? 
Hitherto, indeed, the world has approved your 
conduct, in having entered into the civil war 
with reluctance, and in having wisely declined 
pushing it to its last desperate extremity. The 
world admires, too, your good fortune (as it may 
justly be called, considering the distracted state 
of the times) in having been able to maintain 
your dignity and reputation in an honourable re* 
treat. But the time is now arrived* when you 
ought to think no place more desirable than your 
native country* If she appears less beautiful than 
formerly, this circumstance should not diminish 
your affection, butrather raise your compassion: 
and, as there are so many illustrious citizens 

whose 
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whose loss she deplores, you should spare her 
the additional sorrow of being deprived likewise 
of you. If you discovered a true greatness of 
spirit in scorning to be the suppliant of Cae- 
sar's power, may you not betray too much pride 
in contemning the offers of his clemency? And 
if you acted wisely in withdrawing from your 
country, may it not be thought insensibility, 
should you shew no desire of returning? In a 
word, though you should take no satisfaction 
in public affairs, yet surely it is imprudent to 
abandon your own. But, above all, let me en- 
treiat you to consider whether your present si- 
tuation is as secure, as it may perhaps be agree- 
able. Violences are every where committed 
with great licentiousness : but more particu- 
larly in k foreign countries, where villany is less 
restrained by awe and shame from its cruel 
purposes. I mention this from my concern for 
your welfare : which is so great, indeed, that 
if it be not equal, it is certainly, at least, infe- 
rior only to that of your relation M arcellus 7 . 
Believe me then, it becomes you to act agreea- 
bly to the circumstances of the times, and with 
a rational regard to the preservation of your life 
and fortunes. Farewel. 

LETTER 

7 Caius Marcellus. 
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LETTER XX. 

[A.U. 707.] 

Marcus Marcellus 8 to Cicero, 

I have, upou every occasion, shewn you, but 
particularly in the present, that I pay the high- 
est regard to your sentiments and advice. Ac- 
cordingly, notwithstanding my very affection- 
ate relation Caius Marcellus, had not only en- 
treated, but earnestly conjured me to act in the 
manner you recommend, yet his persuasions 
could by no means prevail, till I found them 
supported by yours. 

I am indebted to your letter for a particular 
account of the manner in which this affair has 
been transacted : and I am extremely obliged to 
you for your congratulations thereupon, as I 
know they proceed from an excellent heart. But 
among the very few friends and relations who 
have sincerely endeavoured to promote my re- 
cal, nothing in this whole transaction affords 
me so true a joy, as to have experienced your 
singular zeal and good-will towards me. Every . 
thing else, indeed, the calamities of the times 
have taught me to resign with great tranquillity 

and 

8 This letter teems to be an answer to that which is men- 
tioned in the fir*t remark on the preceding epistle. 
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and indifference : but to be deprived of the 
friendship of men of your worth and character, 
would render life, under every circumstance^ 
altogether insupportable. It is upon the en- 
joyment, therefore, of this privilege, that I 
chiefly congratulate myself: and I shall endea- 
vour to convince you, that you have conferred 
your good offices upon one who is most sin- 
cerely and warmly yo&r friend. FareweL 

LETTER XXL 

[A. If. 707.] 

To Marcus Brutus. 

.Lucius Titius Strabo is one of the most 
illustrious and most distinguished of our Ro- 
man knights. I live with him in the strictest 
familiarity: as, iudeed, we are united by every 
kind of friendly connexion. He claims a debt 
which is owing to him in your province, from 
Publius Cornelius ; but Volcatius, who presides 
in our court of justice 9 at Rome, having refused 

to 

9 The person who so presided was, according to the con- 
stitution of the Roman government, the Prcetor Urban/us, or 
city praetor: but Caesar would not suffer the people to pro- 
ceed this year to the usual election of their- magistrates, ex- 
cepting only with respect to the tribunes and sediles. Instead 
of prsetors, therefore, he arbitrarily appointed a certain num- 
ber of persons to administer the civil jurisdiction of the city, 
which is the reason (as one of the commentators conjectures) 
that Cicero does not call Volcatius by the proper title of his 
office. Suet, in Jul. 7& 
1 
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to take cognizance of the cause, has directed 
it to be tried in Gaul. I request your assist- 
ance, therefore, in bringing this affair to a 
speedy determinatiofi ; and J request it so much 
the more earnestly than if it were my own, as a 
man may, with a better grace, be anxious for 
the pecuniary concerns that relate to his friend 
than to himself. Let me entreat you, titers to 
take the whole conduct of this business under 
your immediate direction. And I hope you 
will endeavour, as far as justice shall permit, 
that Strabo's freedman, who is employed to 
manage this suit, may recover the money in 
question with as little trouble and expence as 
possible. In this you will greatly oblige me : 
and you will find, likewise, that Strabo is ex- 
tremely deserving of your friendship. Again 
and again, therefore, I conjure you to take his 
interest under your protection, with the same 
care you are wont to exert in every instance 
that you know will be agreeable to me. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER XXIL 

[A. U. 707.] 

To L. Papirius Pjet us, 

I write this letter in great haste upon my ta- 
blets, in the midst of an entertainment 1 at the 
house of Volumnius. We lay down about the 
ninth hour*: and I am placed with your friends 
Atticus on my right hand, and Verrius on my 
left. You will wonder to find that I can pass 
my time thus jovially in the midst of servitude. 
Yet tell me, my friend, you who are the disci- 
ple of a philosopher, what else should I do? 
And to what purpose should I torment myself 
with endless disquietudes ? " Spend your days," 
you will, probably, reply, " in literary occupa- 
tions." But can you imagine I have any other? 
or that, without them, my very being woul4 
not be utterly insupportable? However, though 
employments of this kind cannot satiate, there 
is a certain time, nevertheless, when it is proper 

to 

* The time of meals seems a very extraordinary season 
for the purpose of writing letters. However, it was cus- 
tomary with the Romans to employ themselves in this man- 
ner between the several courses : and they usoally carried 
tablets about them for that use. Plutarch informs us, that 
Caesar generally signed his dispatches at table. FUrt. in vit. 
Cm. 

* The Romans reclined themselves upon couches at their 
meals. The ninth hour answers to our three o'clock in the 
afternoon, and was the usual time when they made their last 
and principal meal. 



>q1c 



$5% The LETTERS Book IX? 

to lay them aside. Now, at such intervals, 
though a party at supper is not altogether a 
point of so much importance to me, as it was 
to you, when you made it^the single subject of 
your arch query to the philosopher 5 ; yet I 
know not in what manner I can more agreea- 
bly dispose of myself till the hour of sleep. But 
I was going to name the rest of our company, 
and to tell you that 4 Cytheris is reclined* at the 
left hand of Eutrapelus. You will be asto- 
nished, I suppose, to find your grave and phi- 
losophical friend in such society : and will be 
apt to cry out with the poet 6 , 

And is this he 9 the man so late renowned ? 
Whom virtue honoured, and whom glory crown' d; 
This thefam'd chief, qfeveiy tongue the praise : 
Of Greece the wonder , and of crowds the gaze : 

The truth of the matter is, I had not the least 
suspicion that this fair lady was to be of our 

party. 

• * The story to which Cicero here alludes, is more expli- 
citly mentioned in a subsequent part of this letter. 

4 A celebrated courtesan, who, a few years before the 
date of this letter, had been a very favourite mistress of Mark 
Antony. If the authority of Servius may be relied upon, 

. she is the Lycoris whose infidelity to the poet Gallus is the 
• subject of the last of Virgil's pastorals. Pint, in vit. Ant* 
Serv. Virg. Eclog. 10. 

5 The reclining posture, at table, was esteemed indecent 
for women, and only practised by those of a loose character: 
as the Roman ladies of modesty always sat at their meals. , 

6 Manutius supposes that the verses here quoted are from 
a tragedy of the poet Ennius, entitled Telamon: which is 
frequently mentioned by the ancient grammarians. 
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party. However, I have the example of the So- 
cratic Aristippus 7 , td keep me in countenance : 
Who, when he % >vas reproached With having a 
Commerce of gallantry with the Corinthian cour- 
tesan, 'tis trite, replied the philosopher, (without 
being in the least disconcerted) I possess Lais; 
but Lais possessii not me. The expression is 
inuch stronger in the original 8 ; and I leave ybu, 
if you think proper, to render it iti its full import. 
In the mean time, let rtie assure ybii; that I never 
had any passion of this sort, even when I was a 
young fellow, and much less now that t am an 
old one. But my great delight is in these festive 
Meetings, wherfe I throw oUt just what comes 
uppermost, and laugh fcway the sighs and sor* 
rows of my heart. Nor were you yourself in a 
more serious mood, my friend, *hen even a ve* 
herable philosopher could not escape your rail- 
lery ; to whom* when he Was enquiring if the 
Company had any questions to propose to him 9 , 
you replied, with great gravity, that "it had been 

"a question 

7 He wis 4 disciple of Socrates ; but either mistaking or 
perverting the lessons of bis excellent master, he maintained 
that " sensual pleasure was the supreme and ultimate good." 
His practice was agreeable to his doctrine, and he spent his 
life' (a great part df which he passed at the court of Diony- 
iius; the Sicilian tyrant) in every kind of luxurious indul- 
gence. Gc. cfeOrtff: iii. 16. 17; Athen. Deiprt. 12. 

8 E%cv* AmtSa Hk t%o[Mu, was the answer of Aristippus ; 
where the verb Bx a > * 8 Manutius observes, conveys a more 
obscene sense than the word habeo, into which Cicero trans- 
lates it. 

9 The conceitedness df the ancient Stfphbts was so extra- 
vagant, that they pretended to be possessed of all knowledge, 

Vol. II. A a human 
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" a qfcefction with you the whole mornihg, where 
" you should find a party td &up •?" The formal 
pedant expected, perhaps, that you were going 
to ask hub, whether there was one heaven only; 
or heavens innumerable ; whereas it was at that 
time, it seems, much more your concern to be re- 
solved in the humourous problem you proposed. 
Thus you see in what manhel* I pass my time, 
I devote part of every day to reading tir writ- 
ing ; after which, that I Inky licit entirely se- 
clude myself from the society of liiy friends, t 
generally sUp in their patties* But upofc the* 
occasions I am so far from ttahsgressittg mir 
sumptuary laW, (if any law, alas I fcati now be 
said to subsist) that I do not even indulge 
myself to the full extent it allbws. You nefcd 
not be alarmed, therefore, at iiiy intended vi- 
sit : you will receive a guest who jokes much 
snore abundantly than he eats. Fafewel. 

LETTER 

tuartil arid divine; insomuch that one of them publicly 
basted, at the Olympic games, that he was not only master 
6f the whole circle of liberal arts and sciences, but of the 
meanest mechanic crafts. Accordingly, it was customary with 
them to call upon their audience to propose any question 
whatever, in which they were desirous to be informed ; which 
was no sooner delivered out, than these philological mounte- 
banks harangued upon it in that fluent jargon with which 
school -meD, in all ages, have been so liberally endowed.— 
The first who assumed these impious, shall they be termed, 
or ridiculous pretensions to omniscience* was one Gorgias, a 
Grecian: and this man, who, in more enlightened days, 
Would have been looked upon with the utmost contempt by 
all true philosophers, was held in such high esteem by his 
countrymep, that they erected a statue to his memory^ of 
solid gold. (faktyMt.uL-9k..4tfimt*ii* 
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LETTER XXIIL 

{A.u.tor.] 
To Ampius*, 

Believe me, my dear Appius, it is with the 
utmost reason that I congratulate you on the 
success of your affairs. Z am by no means, 
indeed, so imprudent, as to flatter you with 
false hopes; for an unexpected disappointment 
would probably so depress your spirits, that no- 
thing would ever be capable of raising them 
again. 

I have solicited your cause with more freedom 
than was altogether suitable, perhaps, to a man 
in my circumstances ; as the invariable friend- 
ship which I ha vie ever boi^ne towards you, and 
which you have always most faithfully culti- 
vated, taught me to surmount the difficulties 
that fortune, by impairing my credit, had 
thrown in my way. Accordingly the promise 
of your pardon is obtained, and all prelimina- 
ries 

1 Titos Ampius had gradually risen through the several 
employments of the state, till he arrived at the praetorship : 
from Which post he was elected, in the year 6$6, to the go* 
vernment of Cilicia. As he had distinguished himself, dur- 
ing his tribunate, by promoting the interest and honours of 
Porapey, so he appears to have been a warm partisan of his 
£ause in the civil wars; in consequence of which, he wa# at 
this time in exile. Pigh. Jnhal. iii. 376. 

A ag 
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ties are adjusted and confirmed that relate to 
your restoration; I speak this upon my own 
certain knowledge, having been a witness to 
the whole' transaction. It happens, indeed, 
very luckily, that I am connected with all Cae- 
sar's favourites ;' infSom\ich that, tiext to Caesar, 
there is no one who stands 1 so high in their 
friendship as myself. Pansa!, Hirtius, and Op* 
J>ius; Balbus, Matius, and Postumhis, have 
each of them distinguishfed me with particular 
Itoarks of their esteem. If I had endeavoured 
to establish this interest, merely with a vkw of 
serving you in the present conjuncture, I should 
by no means think I had reason to be ashamed. 
But I did not cultivate their good graces upon 
any motive of this temporizing kind : on the 
contrary, every one of these whom I incessantly 
solicited in your behalf, are my old friends. In 
this number we are principally obliged to Pansa; 
who, as he has the greatest credit and influence 
with Caesar, so he shewed himself extremely 
zealous for your interest, and very desirous 
likewise of obliging me. I must mention Tul- 
lius Cimber* also, as one with whose good of- 
fices, 

* This person, though greatly in favour with Caesar, waa 
afterwards one of the principal conspirators against him. — 
It was he that gave the signal to the rest of his associates, 
when they assassinated Ca?sar in the senate ; and Cimber 
held him by the gown, while Cassius gave him the first 
stab. Suet, in Jul. 82. 
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fices, upon this occasion, I have great reason 
to be satisfied. He employed therti .more suc- 
cessfully Upon your account, than he possibly 
could in favour of any other man ; for it is not 
interested solicitations so much as those which' 
proceed entirely from friendship and gratitude, 
that prevail with Caesar. Your warrant, howr 
ever, is not yet actually signed : for there are 
certain malevolent spirit^ (whd affect to talk at 
if they were not secretly pleased that this civil 
war broke out, and who represent you as the 
principal fomenter of it, ) that would be ex* 
ceedingly offended if they knew you had ob-< 
tained your pardon. It was thought advisable,- 
therefore, to manage this affair with great cau- 
tion and secresy ; nor by any means, at present, 
to suffer our success to be publicly known. Ifc 
soon, however, will ; and I doubt not that every 
thing will be ripe for that purpose, before this 
letter shall reach your hands : for Pansa, whose 
word may be depended upon, has promised me, 
in the strongest terms, that he will in a very 
few days procure your warrant. In the mean 
time, I thought proper to send you this previ- 
ous account of the prosperous state of your af- * 
fairs. For I find, by talking with your wife 
Ppulia, and by the tender tears of your daugh- 
ter Ampia, that you are more dispirited than 
A a 3 yoiir 
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you* letters mtiteate j. $n4 they ire af$rehfft~ 
sive that your nneasjneQs wiU be increased by 
their absence, la ordter, therefore, to expose 
this anxiety of your mind, I thought it inqum^ 
bent on me thus to anticipate a piece of good 
96W&, which most asauredly will be verified 
Yon a^e. sensible that in my former letter^ I h»vs 
rather employed such argument* of consolation 
as were proper to affect a man o§ yo^r phijo- 
sophieal magnanimity, than encouraged y w tor 
entertain any other certain hopes than ttas« of 
being restored with the republic, whffl tfee$e 
ilames should subside. A?dj hew Jet me rqp\in4 
you of your letters to xne, in which you feavQ 
always discovered the most heroic ^etermii^iop 
to meet with firmness and fortitude whatever it 
might be your fate to suffer. I was by no VM*W 
surprised to find that yott were mimite4 witf* 
these manly sentiments, when I rsfleqt«d th^tf 
you had been conversant in the afiaftft of thcr 
world from your earlaest youth ; tbfifc y«w had 
exercised some of the moat important ejnploy-r 
ments of the commonwealth, at a tiiwe whev Wf 
ftves * nd liberties were m the utmost d^ger 4 ; 

« Arephia was tritone in rtie» copulate af Cicero, vhtflt 
the €OBsp»acy of Catiline Was discovered; aad was prato? 
in the year 6^5, when Clod i us, who at the same time was 
tribune, pawed so much disturbance by hie sediiioq? !&«£* 
fajtifularly by that which occasioned Cicero's banishment. 
righ. Jnnal. ii. 363. 
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and that you entered into the present war, not 
.merely with the pleasing prospect of victory, 
hut with a mind prepared to bear the reverse 
with a wise and philosophical resignation. In 
fine, as you are employed in recording th$ 
deeds of illustrious heroes 5 , it particular ly con-, 
cerns you to copy out, in your own conduct, 
th»t magnanimity which you are celebrating iu 
others. But this is talking in f style mpre 
suitable to your late circumstances than to yomr, 
present, Let me only, then, exhort you to 
come prepared to endure those calamities which 
you must suffer here in common witl} every ci- 
tizen of Rome : calamities, for whiph, if I hac| 
discovered any remedy, I should most certainly 
impact it to you. The only refuge from therq 
is in those philosophical studies, in which wq 
have both of us ever been conversant; and 
these, though in more prosperous days they 
were only our amusement, must pow provfi 
likewise our strongest support. But, to. end aa 
I began, let me desire you to be well persuaded 
that all things are completely settled ppncern- 
ingj your full pardon g.nd restoration. F^rewel. 

BETTER 

* This work seems to have been of the biographical kind, 
and to have included the life of Julius Caesar ; as Suetonius 
quotes a passage from it, concerning the conduct of that 
emperor. Vid. Suet, in Jul. 77* 

Aa4 
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LETTER XXIV. 

[A.U.707.] 

To P. Servilius I^auricus, Proconsul. 

As the friendship, that subsists between us, 
and the singular affection you bear me, arc, 
circumstances universally known: I find my: 
self under a frequent necessity of applying to 
you in behalf of those who solicit my recom- 
mendations. But though I am a general well- 
wisher to all whopi I thus introduce to your 
favour, yet I do not pretend to be equally in- 
terested in the success of every one of them, 
I am particularly so; however, in that of Titus 
Ignatius, as he was the generous companion, 
of my exile, and shared, with me in ^11 the 
pains, the difficulties, and the dangers which I 
underwent, both by sea and land, during that 
most unfortunate period of my life. Nor 
would he, without my consent, have left me at, 
this juncture. I recommend him to you, there- 
fore, as one of my family for whom I have the 
greatest regard ; ancl you will much oblige me 
by convincing him that this letter shall bavQ 
proved greatly to his advantage. Farewel. 

' LETTER. 
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LETTER XXV. 

[A.u.ror.] 
ToCurivs^t 

There was q. time when I thought you made 
a very injudicious choice, by preferring a fo- 
reign country to your own. I im^giped that 
Rome (while yet, ^las ! jt was Rome) must be . 
far more §uitable, I will not only say than Pa- 
trae, but even thaji Jhe nqblegt city in the Pelo- 
ponnesus, tq a man of youf ajniable and elegapt 
turn of jnincL ]But now, qn the cqntrary, I 
look upon your haying retired iqtp Greece^ 
when our affairs were well nigh desperate, as a 
strong proof of your great penetration ; and I 
consider your absence, not only as a very judi-' 
pious, but a very happy resolution. Yet, why dp I 
pall it happy ? when it is impossible that hap- 
piness should be the portion of any man, in 
these wretched times, who possesses the least 

degree 

6 He was one of the city quaestors in the year 691, and 
about five years afterwards, was elected into the post of tri- 
bune. It does not appear that he advanced any farther in 
the offices of the state. On the contrary, it seems probable 
that he turned his pursuits into an humbler channel, and 
engaged in some branch of commerce. It was for this pur- 
pose^ perhaps, that about the time when the dissentions be- 
tween Pompey and Caesar broke out, he retired into Greece, 
and settled at Patrae. See let. 2. 0/ the following book. Pigh. 
4nnal. ii. 334. 
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degree of sensibility. However, that desirable 
privilege which you, whp were at liberty to 
leave Italy, enjoy by travelling, I have pro- 
cured by another method ; and I can in some 
sort say, no less than yourself, that I live 

Where nor the name nor deeds accursed I hear 
Of Pelops 1 impious race" 1 . 

For, as soon as my levee is over, (which is 
somewhat more' frequented than formerly, a 
patriot being now looked upon as a sight, of all 
others, the most uncommon 8 ) I shut myself up 
in my library. And it is there, my friend, that 
I am employed in compositions which you will 
And, perhaps, to be animated with all that spi- 
rit you once said so ill agreed with my dejec- 
tion and despair, when you reproached me, at 
your house, for not acting up to the fortitude . 

that 

7 The sons of Pelops were Atreus aud Thyestes, whose 
iKtpiaus and cnrei act* are recorded in febutous history. 
The dramatic poet, Attius., wrote a tragedy entitled Atreus, 
from which play, it is probable, this line was quoted, and 
which Cicero jeem$ to apply to tl>e violtnpes epmyi^ted ty 
some of the leading men in the successful party. That Ci- 
cero, however, by no means lived the recluse he here repre- 
f sgnt* farase|{, has already appealed by jeyeral letters in the 
present an^ preceding book, by \yhicb it it evident that h* 
mixed, with great free4pm and gaiety, among ti>e chiefc of* 
the victorious faction. 

* A true patriot* was. a. sigh* in all ages top uncommon, it 
must be owned, ypt to have been worth remarking; b^ 
whether those who visited Cicero, in order to view 90 singu- 
lar a curiosity, were disappointed or n«$, i* a question which 
eyfery reader,* by thi* time> pevb*p#, my tee ahte ve»y tWarly- 
to determine* 
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that appeared ip my writings. I must confess, 
I could not at that time forbear lamenting the 
wretched fate of the republic ; to which I was 
the more tenderly attached, as I had not only 
\>een distinguished with its bouours, but had 
greatly assisted it by my services. And even 
now, that time (which wears out the -sorrows 
of the weakest minds) together with reason* 
(which ought to have the strongest influence 
for that purpose) have jointly contributed to 
compose my breast ; yet I still lament to see 
the commonwealth thus fallen, withput a hope 
of ever ri?ipg more J The?e is nothing, how- 
ever, that can a^ present be justly imputed to 
J3im, in whom all power is now vested ; unless^ 
perhaps, it be that he. has more than he ought. 
And as to \yhat is past, our fat? and our follies 
h<ive had so large a share, in all that has hap- 
pened, th,at \ve cannot complain with a good 
gr^ce. As little reason is there to hope that 
affairs will mend. I cannot, therefore, but con- 
clude my letter as I began it, with admiripg 
your judgment if ft were chpice, or your for- 
tune if it we r e chaqce, that led you frojn this 
wpkflsiwg $ce«e. Farewel 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 

[A.U.T07,] 

To Li gabi vs. 

J>e gssqred that I am exerting my utmost 
efforts of every kind in order to procure your 
restoration. In truth, the singular and pious 
affection of your brothers, for whom I bear the 
^ame warm friendship that I entertain for your- 
self, will not suffer me to neglect any opportu- 
nity of employing my best offices in your be- 
half. But I had rather you should learn from 
their letters than from mine, what I fyave al- 
ready performed, and what I am s^ill endea- 
vouring to perform, in your affairs. I will 
only, therefore, acquaint you myself with the 
strong and well-grounded hopes I have con- 
ceived, that your restoration will soon be effect- 
ed. Let me previously observe, that my fears 
in all doubtful cases of importance, are ever apt 
to be much superior to my hopes; a fault, l ? 
it be a fault, which I am very ready to acknow- 
ledge. Nevertheless, the last time I waited 
upon Caesar, I came away with a full persua- 
sion, that theje was not the least reason * to; 
doubt of his granting you a pardon. I attend- 
ed him for this purpose, at the request of your 
brothers, on the 26th of November last, in the 

xnpraing 
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morning, not without encountering all the usual 
difficulties and indignities, . before I could gain 
admittance. Your brothers, and the rest of your 
relations, having, thrown themselves at his feet, I 
supported their petition with such arguments as I 
thought suitable to the occasi on 9 . And I could 

plainly 

. * Cicero had, shortly afterwards, a more public occasion 
of testifying his zeal for his friend. For Tubero, though he 
had himself engaged in the same party with Ligarius, having 
from private pique opposed the recal of Ligarius, CiGero de- 
fended him before Caesar in the forum, in a noble oration^ 
which is still extant. It was upon this occasion, that the 
pomp and energy of the Roman orator's rhetoric is said to 
have had such a wonderful effect, that it not only made 
Caesar tremble, but what is yet more extraordinary, it made 
him change his determined purpose, and acquit the man he 
had resolved to condemn* This story has often been alledged 
in proof of the power of ancient eloquence ; and the trans- 
lator confesses, that he has himself, in the letters published 
under the name of Sir Thomas Fitzosborn, produced it for 
that purpose. But, upon a stricter enquiry, the supposed 
fact seems to be extremely questionable. For, in the first 
jrface* there is not the least trace of it in any part of Ci- 
cero's writings. Now this his total silence seems to furnish 
a very strong presumptive argument, to destroy the credit 
of the story ; for it is altogether improbable, that a man of 
Cicero's character should have omitted any opportunity of 
displaying a circumstance so exceedingly to the honour of his 
oratorical powers. In the next place, it is very observable, 
that Valerius Maxim us, who has a chapter expressly to shew 
the force of eloquence, and who . mentions a particular in-*, 
stance of this kind with regard to Caesar himself, yet takes 
not the least notice of the fact in question. Bui if it had 
been true, is it credible either that it should never have 
reached his knowledge, or that, knowing it, he should have 
passed it over in silence f especially as it afforded him a much 
stronger instance for his purpose, than any he has thought 
proper to enumerate. It is remarkable, likewise, than Quin- 
iillian, though he frequently cites the* very passage in this ce* 

lebrated 
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plainly f>eteeive> not only by the gracious an- 
swer which Casar returned, but by the whole 
air Q? his countenance, together with torehtl 
other little circumstanced, much easier to re- 
inark than describe, that he Was extr^mHy well 
Iriclined in your favour 1 . Preserve then, my 
friend, a firm and vigorous frame of mind; 
and, if you bore the dark and tempestuous 
season of your affairs with fortitude, let theit 

present 

lebrated oration, which is supposed to have raised the 
strongest emotions in Caesar's breast; yet gives not the least 
intimation of the effect which it is pretended to have wrought. 
Plutarch is the only ancient writer who relates this story, 
and he introduces it with a \syerau Se, an expression which 
seems to imply, that he did not copy it from any earlier 
historian, but received it only from common tradition. Now 
it might be sufficient to give rise to such a report, if Csesar 
bad been seized during the course of this trial with one of 
bis usual epileptic fits, which were attended with that change 
of colour and trembling of the nerves, that Plutarch ascribes 
to the force of fcicero's rhetoric. And that this is all that 
there was of truth in the case, is rendered probable by the 
testimony of Suetonius, who informs us, that Caesar was 
twice seized with these fits, when he was engaged injudicial 
affairs. Vol. Max. viii. £. Quint. Inst it. Orat. viii. 4. 6. 
ix. £. Plut. in vit. Cicer. Suet, in Jul. 45. 

1 Cicero's presages in the present instance, appear to have 
been well grounded ; for Ltgarius, shortly afterwards, ob- 
tained Caesar's permission to return to Rome. Ligarius, ne- 
vertheless, entered into the conspiracy against him, and his* 
lory has recorded the very spirited* answer which ligarius 
made to Brutus, when that illustrious Roman paid him A 
visit, in order to invite him into a participation 6f his scheme. 
Bratus, finding him sick in bed, began to lament that h* 
Should be confined at so critical a conjuncture ; upon which* 
&garius* raising himself on his arm, and taking Brutus by the 
hand* " Oh my friend," said he, " ify** are meditating a*f 
*' mterprise worthy of yourself, I am well. 99 Plut. in tit. Brut. 

1 
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jtt-e&ent mm sotM aad favourable aspect ffl 
ybur htert with eheerfiilhtes*. A* ftr myself, I 
shall coiitinue to act with a*imiteh assiduity ih 
yottf cause, kis if there wetestill friatty obstacles tfe 
fcllhhouht Tfe this 6tid, I shalt Vtety zealously 
§>etffcfevter£ in ihy amplications, titit only to Cee- 
fear, but td All thdSe who ate lliost ill his favour; 
«Vefy ofie bf whdtn I havfe e*jterttehced to bt 
.fftticJh niy fttettd. Fai-feweL 

LfcTTEK XXVlt. 

[A. U. T07.3 

Tb P. SanviLius IsAuftidus, Proconsul. 

I TeoK occasion, when we were walking in 
your gardens, to recommend to you, with alL 
possible earnestness, the Asiatic affairs of my 
friend Cerellia*. And, agreeably to your usual 
disposition, and to those many great and good 
offices I have perpetually received at your hands, 
you very 1 generously assured me of your utmost 

assistance. 

* This lady was not only a particular friend of Cicero, 
but a grieat reader ami admirer of his moral writings, but 
neither her .philosophy nor her age, though she was ten years 
older than Cicero, could secure her character from censure j 
and slundet has said, that her intercourse with our author 
did dot always turn upon matters of speculation. But, if 
the reader has the curiosity to see this charge entirely over- 
thrown, he will find a very satisfactory confutation of it ill 
^rfonsieur Mongault's fourth remark on the 51st letter of the 
l3th book to Atticus. 
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.assistance. This circumstance, I persuade my- 
self, you have not forgotten; I am stire,. at 
least, it is not ctitftdmary with you to be uri* 
mindful of my requests, However, the agents 
of this lady inform her,' in thejr letters, that the 
numerous occupations, in \frhich §o extensive a 
province engages you, fender it necessary that 
you should be reminded; from time to time, of 
your promise. I entreat you, therefore, ttf re- 
collect that you gave me full assurances of 
employing your good offices in favour of Ce* 
fellia, so far as should be consistent with your 
honour ; and I think your powers for this pur- 
pose are very extensive. For, if I mistake n'dt, 
the decree of the senate, which passed in rela- 
tion to the heirs of Vannonius, is expressed ra 
such terms as to admit of an mterpretatiori 
extremely advantageous to CefelHa's interest 
But this must be submitted entirely to your 
own judgment ; which, I doubt not, will con- 
strue this decree in the sense in which it wa* 
intended by the senate, as I know the respect 
you always bear for the resolutions of that as^ 
sembly. 1 will only add, therefore, that I de* 
sire you would believe, that every instance in 
which you shall favour Cerellia, will be a sin- 
gular obligation conferred upon ihyselft Fare* 
weL . . , ' 

LETTER. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

[A.U.707.] 

To Aulus Cjscina*, 

I was informed, by your zealous friend Lar- 
gus, that the time limited for your continuance 
in Sicily, expires on the first of January next 
Having, therefore, upon all occasions, observ- 
ed that Caesar ratifies whatever Balbus and Op- 
pius act in his absence 4 , I very strenuously so- 
licited them that you might be permitted to 
remain in that island as long as you should think 
proper. In all my applications of this kind, 
they have either instantly complied with my de- 
sire, if it happened not to be particularly dis^r 
greeable to them, or have assigned their reasons 
for refusing: but, in the present instance, they 

did 

3 Aulus Cxcina was a person of great and amiable vir- 
tues in private life : and be was distinguished, likewise, in 

' public for his genius, his eloquence-, and his erudition. He 
seems to have particularly excelled in the science of divina- 
tion : upon which subject he wrote a treatise, which is often 
-cited. by Seneca.. In the civil wars, he not only drew his 
sword, but his pen against Caetar : having published an in- 
vective upon that general, which appears to have extremely 
offended him. Cxcina was accordingly banished : and the 
present and following letters to him, were written during his 
exile in Bicily. Ci&. Orat. pro Ccecin. 35, 36. Senec. Natu- 
ral. Qwest, ii. passim. 

4 Caesar was, at this time, in Spain, pursuing the war 
-against the sons of Pompey : whilst Oppius and Balbus we're 

acting as his vicegerents at Rome. 

Vol. II. Bb 
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did not give me an immediate answer. How- 
ever, they called iipbri me again the very same 
day, in order to acquaint me, that, in conse* 
quence of my request^ you were at liberty to 
continue in Sicily during your own inclination: 
aiid they would be answerdble, they said^ that 
Ctesaf would not be displeased. Thus you see 
&6w fir your litfemce extends : and I need not 
tell you what use it would be iftost adviseabte 
for you to make df it. 

After I had writteh thus far, your letter Was 
given itito my hands, wherein you desire my 
opinion, whether you should remain in Sicily, 
or go into Asia in order to settle y bur affairs ill 
that pTbviiice* I do not well know how to re- 
concile this question to the account which I 
iftentioned above to have refceived from Largus. 
For he talked to me as if you were not at li- 
berty to reside any longer in Sicily : whereas, 
your query seems to itaply the contrary. Be 
this as ft may, my sentiments are, that you 
should, by all means, continue in that island. 
; The nearness of its situation renders it ex- 
tremely convenient for the more expeditiously 
receiving and returning letters and expresses 
' during the negotiation of your pardon : as you 
will be so much the earlier, likewise, amongst 
us, if you should, as I hope, obtain leave to re- 
3 turn 
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turn to Rome, or at least, into Italy. For these 
reasons, therefore, I am altogether against your 
removing from your present quarters. 

I shall not fail to recommend you, in the 
strongest terms, to Furfanius Posthumus and 
his lieutenants, when they arrive here : but, at 
present, they are all at Mutina. They are evety. 
one of them my friefrds : and not only persons 
of singular merit, but great admifefs of teen 
of your character. You may, without any par- 
ticular application to me, depend upon my best 
assistance ifl every other article, wherein I ima- 
gine my services can avail you. And should 
there be any of which I rtiay be ignorant, if 
yon will point them out to me, you will find 
that you could not have employed any other 
erf your friends who would have acted in your 
affairs with so warm a seal. 

T hdugh I shall speak so effectually to Fur* 
fanius that therd will be no necessity for your 
delivering a letter to him on my part ; yet, as 
some of your family were desirous you shouldr 
have one, I could not refuse their request : and 
I fasrve added, at the bottom of this, a copy of 
my letter. Fajewel. 

B b 2 LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To Titus Furfanius 6 , proconsul. 

It is impossible to be more intimately united 
with any man, than I have eVer been with Au- 
lus Caecina. I lived in great familiarity with his 
illustrious father ; and the early presages I ob^ 
served in the son, of the most exalted probity * 
and eloquence, won my affections to him fron* 
•his youth. We were attached to each other, 
riot only by the mutual exchange of many 
friendly offices, but by the same common taster 
arid studies : insomuch, that there is no man 
for whom I ever entertained a more ten- 
der regard. Aftej this, I need only add, that 
I am under the strongest obligations, as you 
see y to protect both his person and his for- 
tunes, to the utmost of my power. As I 
know, by many instances, the sentiments you 
entertain both of the calamities of the re- 
public, and of those who suffer for its sake, 
I am sure your own inclinations will lead 
you to assist Caecina. I will only entreat 
you, therefore^ to suffer my recommenda- 
tion to increase that favourable disposition, 

in 

3 He was appointed by Caesar proconsul of Sicily for tbe 
following year : in which post he is said to have conducted 
himself with great clemency and moderation. Qvarticr* 
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in proportion to the esteem which I am 
sensible you bear me. And be well persuaded, 
that you cannot give me a more sensible proof 
of your friendship. Farewel, 

LETTER XXX. 

[A.U.707.] 

Aulus CiECiNA to Cicero, 

I .hope you will not only pardon the fears, but 
pity the misfortunes, which prevented your re- 
ceiving my performance so soon as I intended : 
but my son was apprehensive, I hear, that the 
publication of this piece might prove to my pre- 
judice. And, indeed, as the effect of composi- 
tions of this kind depends more upon the tem- 
per in which they are read, than on that in 
which they are written, his fears were by no 
means irrational : especially as I am still a suf- 
ferer for the liberties of my pen. In this re- 
spect, my fate, surely, is somewhat singular. 
For the errors of an author are generally either 
reformed by a blot, or punished by the loss of 
"his fame : whereas banishment, on the contra- 
ry, has been thought the more proper method 
of correcting mine. And yet the whole of my 
crime ^mounts only to this ; that I poured 
forth my invectives against the man with whom 
I was openly at war. Now, there was not a sin- 
gle person, I suppose, in the same party with 

B b 3 ■ myself* 
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myself, who was apt in effect, guilty of the same 
ftJFence*: as there was not one who did not send 
Dp his vows for success to our cause, or that of- 
fered a sacrifice, though upon an occasion ever 
so foreign to public affairs, without imploring 
the Gods that Csesar might soon be defeated. 
If he imagines otherwise, he is extremely happy 
in his ignorance. But if he knows this to be 
fact, why am I marked out as the particular 
object of his wrath, for having written somer 
thing which he jdid not approve ; whilst he for- 
gives every one of those, who were perpetually 
jiiyojdng JJgaven for his perdition ! 

But I was going tp acquaint you with the rea- 
son of those fe$rs, which J mentioned in the be- 
ginning of my letter. In the first place thep, I 
have taken notice of you in the piece in question : 
though, at the s^me time, I have touched upop 
your cpnduct with great caution and reserve. 
Not that I have, by any meaijs, changed my 
sentiments concerning it ; but, as being ^frai4 
to say all that they dictated to me, Jtfow, it is 
well known, th&t in compositions of the pane- 
gyrical kind, an author should pot oidy deliver 
his applauses with a full and unlimited freedonj, 
but heighten them* likewise, with a suitable 
strength and warmth of expression, Jn satire, 
indeed, though great liberties are generally 
thought allowable, yet, a wpter p^ist always hp 

upon 
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upon his guard, lest he degenerates iflto petu- 
lance and scurrility. An author is still ippr/B 
restrained in speaking advantageously of him^ 
self: as without much care and circumspect 
tio^L he will appear arrogant $nd coftceitod. Of 
all subjects, therefore, of ? personal nature, it 
is panegyric alone, wherein a writer may expa- 
tiate uncontrolled : as he cannot be sparing in 
the encomiums he bestows upon another, with- 
out incurring the imputation of ep vy or inability, 
$mt, in the present insjtapce, yoij. will think 
ypur&elf, perhaps, objiged to me. For as I was 
nojt at liberty to represent your actios in the 
manner they deserve, the next favour to being 
totally silent concerning theip, was to mention, 
t^em as little as possible. But difficult as it 
was to conjtain myself upon so copious a sub- 
ject, I howeyer forbore : and, as there wej-e va- 
rious parts of your cojiduct I did not venture 
even to touch upon; so, in the revisal of my 
vork, I not only found ,it necessary to strike put 
several circumstances I had inserted, but tp 
place njany of those which I suffered to remain 
in a less advantageous point of vie\p. But should 
an architect, in raising a flight of steps, omit 
8Qme, cut away pajtof thq^e he ha<J fixed, and 
' leave many of the rest Iqose ^nd ill joined toge- 
ther, might he not mpre properly be said to erect 
a rujn, than an e^sy a©d regular assent ? In the 

B b 4 same 
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same manner, where an author is constrained 
by a thousand unhappy circumstances, to break 
the just coherence of his piece, and destroy it* 
proper gradation, how can he hope to produce 
any thing that shall merit the applause of a re- 
fined and judicious ear ? But I was still more 
embarrassed, where my subject led me to speak 
of Caesar : and I will own that I trembled when-> 
ever I had occasion to mention his name. My 
fears, however, did not arise from any appre- 
hension* that what I wrote might draw upon 
me his farther chastisement ; but lest it should 
not be agreeable to his particular sentiments, 
with which, indeed, I am by no means well ac- 
quainted. But with what spirit can a man 
compose when he is obliged to ask himself, at 
every sentence, " Will Caesar approve of this? 
" May not this expression appear of suspicious 
" import? Or will he not think it still worse 
" if I change it thus ?* But, besides these dif- 
ficulties, I was perplexed, likewise, in regard 
to the applauses and censures which I dealt 
out to others : as I was afraid I might apply 
them where they would not, perhaps, be very 
agreeable $o Caesar, though they might not 
actually give him offence. I reflected, that if 
his vengeance pursued me for what I wrote, 
whilst I had my sword in my hand ; what might 
be the consequence, should I displease him now 

that 
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that I am a disarmed exile? These fears en- 
creased upon me, when I considered the cau- 
tious manner in which you thought it necessary 
to deliver your sentiments in your treatise en* 
titled the Orator: where you modestly apolo- 
gise for venturing to publish your notions upon 
the subject, by ascribing it to the request of 
Brutus. But if you, whose eloquence has ren- 
dered you the general patron of every Roman, 
deemed it expedient to be thus artfully guarded, 
how much more requisite is it for your old 
client, who is now reduced to implore that pro- 
tection from every citizen in general, which he 
once received from yourself in particular ? An 
author, who writes under the constraint of so 
many doubts and fears, though fears, perhaps, 
that are altogether groundless ; who is forced 
to adjust almost every sentence, not to his own 
judgment, but to the impression it may, pro- 
bably, make upon others; will find it extremely 
difficult to execute any composition with suc- 
cess. And though this is a difficulty which you 
have never, it is possible, experienced; as your 
fcxalted genius is equal to every undertaking j 
yet I am sure I experienced it very sensibly my- 
self. Nevertheless, I ordered my son to read my 
performance to you ; but not to leave it in your 
hands, unless you would promise to correct it; 
I that 
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that is, unless you would new model it in ?llit* 
parts. 

As to ray Asiatic expedition ; notwithst?ncU 
ing my affairs require my presence in that pro- 
vince; yet, in obedience to your advice, J have 
laid aside my intended voyage. And now, as 
you are sensible that my fate must necessarily, 
one way or other, be soon determine*! ; I need 
jjot, I am persuaded, particularly exhort you. 
t& assist me with your good offices. ]Let me 
only entreat you, my dear Cicero, not tp defer 
them in expectation of my son's arriva}. For 
bis youth, his tenderness, and bis fears, render 
him ill able to think of every ipeasure which, 
may be proper to be taken for my advantage. 
The whole management, therefore, of my cause, 
must rest entirely upon you, as it is upon you, 
in truth, that all my hopes depend. Your judi- 
cious observation has enabled you to penetrate 
into the recesses of Caesjar's heart; and you ar$ 
acquainted with all the most probable methods 
pf prevailing with him : so that each successful 
step that shall be made in this affair, from it* 
commencement to its conclusion, must pro- 
ceed altogether fro$i you. J am sensible, like* 
wise, that you have greajt interest with Caesar, 
and still greater with aU his favourites. I 
doubt not, then, of your effecting my restora- 
tion, if you will exert yourself for fhat pur- 
pose 
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pose, not only in such instances wherein I shall 
particularly request your assistance, (though 
tbat^ indeed, would be a very considerable obr 
ligation) but by taking the whole conduct of 
this matter into your own hands. Perhaps my 
judgment is blinded by my misfortunes, or I 
expect more from your friendship than in mo- 
desty I ought, when I venture thus to impose 
upon you so heavy a burthen. But whichever 
may be the case, your general conduct towards 
your friends will furnish me with an excuse: 
for the 3gal which you exert, upon all occa- 
sions, where their interest is concerned, has 
taught them, npt only to expect, but even to 
claim your services. 

With regard to the book which my son wiH 
deliver to you ; I entreat you either not to suf- 
fer it to be published, or to correct it in such 
a manner, that it may not appear to my disad- 
vantage. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXI. 

[A.U.707.] 

To P. Servilius Isauricus, Proconsul 

I need not inform you, that Curtius Mithres 
is the favourite freedman of my very intimate 
friend Postumus : but let me assure you, that 
he distinguishes me with the same marks of 

jespect 
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respect which he pays to his pa,troa himself 
Whenever I was at Ephesus, I made use of his 
- house as my own : and many incidents con- 
curred, which afforded me full proofs both of 
his fidelity and his affection* For this reason, 
as often as either my friends or myself have 
any affairs to transact in Asia, I always apply 
to Mithres : and I command not only his ser- 
vices, but his puFse and his house, with the 
same freedom that I should dispose of my own. 
I particularise these circumstances the more 
minutely, that you may see it is not upon com» 
mon motives, or to gratify the purposes of any 
ambitious views, that I now apply to. you : but 
on the contrary, that it is in favour of one with 
whom I am united by the strongest connexions* 
I entreat you then to do me the honour of as- 
sisting him with your good offices, not only in 
the law-suit wherein he is engaged with a cer- 
tain citizen of Colophon*, but in every other 
instance also, as far as shall be consistent with 
your own character apd convenience. But 
though I make this exception, yet I am sure h^ 
has too much modesty to ask any thing im- 
proper of you. Indeed, it is his utmost wish, 
that his own merit, in conjunction with my 
recommendation, may procure him youresteenj. 
I very earnestly^ therefore, conjure yQu, not 

only 

1 A city of Ionia, in Asia Minor : and one of those whicl* 
fkimed the honour of being the birth-place of Homer.. 
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only to favour him with your protection, but to 
receive him into the number of your friends. 
In return, you may depend upon my most zea- 
lous services upon all occasions wherein I shall 
imagine either your interest or your inclination 
may require them, Farewel. 

LETTER XXXII. 

[A. U. 707.] 
To AULUS C^ECINA. 

As often as I see your son (and I see him al- 
most every day) I never fail to assure him of 
my zealous assistance, without any exception 
of time, of labour, or of business : and I pro- ' 
mise him likewise my credit and interest, with 
this single limitation, that he may rely upon 
them as far as the small share I possess of either 
can possibly extend. 

I have read your performance*, and still con- 
tinue to read it, with much attention : as I 
shall preserve it with the greatest fidelity. Your 
affairs, indeed, of every kind, are my principal 
concern : and I have the pleasure to see them 
every day appear with a more and more favour- 
able aspect You have many friends who con- 
tribute their good offices for this purpose : of 
whose zeal your son, I am assured, has already 

acquainted 
* Sec the 80th letter of this book. 
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acquainted yda* as well as of hi* own fcdpefr 
that thei* endeavours will prove effectual. In 
regard to what may be collected from appear- 
ances^ I do not pretend to discern mote, than, 
I am persuaded, you see yOttrsdf : but as ydi* 
may reflect upon them, perhaps, with gfeatef 
discomposure of mind, I think it proper to give 
you my sentiments concerning them. Believe 
me then, it is impossible, from the nature and 
circumstances of public affairs, that either you, 
or your companions in advef Sity, should long- 
remain under your present misfortunes:, ye*, 
my friend, it is impossible that so severe an in- 
jury should continue to oppress the honest ad- 
vocates of so good a cause. But my hopes are 
particularly strong with respect to yourself: 
not merely in consideration of your rank and 
virtues, (for these you possess in common with 
many others) but particularly from your sin- 
gular learning and genius. The man in whose 
power we ail of us are r holds these shining qua-i 
lities in much esteem : and I am well persuaded, 
you would not have remained, even a single 
moment, in your present situation, if he had 
not imagined himself wounded 5 by those ta- 
lents he admires. His resentment, however, 
seems daily cooling : and it has been intimated 
to me by some of his most particular friends, 

that 
3 See rem. 3. on let. 28. of this book. 
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that you will undoubtedly find advantage in, 
the high opinion he has conceived of your abi* 
lities. Let me conjufe you then, in the first 
place, to preserve a firm and unshaken forti* 
tude of mind, as what you owe to your birth, 
to ydut education, to your learning, and to 
that character you have universally obtained ; 
and, in the next place, that, for the reasotia I 
have already assigned, you would entertain the 
strongest and most favourable hopes. Be well 
persuaded, likewise, that I shall always most 
readily contribute my warmest services both to 
ydu and to your family. You have, indeed, 
a full right to expect them, from that affection 
which has so long subsisted betweeti us; from 
the conduct I ever observe towaftfe all my 
friends, and from the numberless good offices 
I have received at your hands. FareweL 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To P. Servilius Isauricus, ProconsuL 

As the share you allow me in your friendship 
js by no means a secret to the world, it occa- 
sions great numbers to apply to me for recom- 
mendations. My letters to you, therefore, of 
this kind are sometimes, I confess, no other 
than the tributes of common compliment. They 
are much more frequently, however, the dic- 
tates of a real affection : as is the case, be as- 
sured, in the present instance, when I recom- 
mend to you Ampius Menander, the freedman 
of my friend Ampius Balbus. He is a very 
worthy, mqdest man, and highly in the esteem 
both of his patron and myself. You will much 
oblige me then by assisting him with your good 
offices, in every instance thatt shall not be in- 
convenient to you : and, believe me, it is with 
great earnestness that I make this request 

FareweL 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

[A.U.707.] 
To AuLUS CiECINA. 

I am afraid you will think that I am a more 
negligent correspondent than I ought, consi* 
dering the union between us as partisans of the . 
same cause, as being joined in the same studies, 
and, as having mutually conferred upon each 
other, many obliging good offices. The sincere 
truth, however, is, that I should much sooner 
and much oftener have written to you, if I had 
not been in daily expectation of seeing your 
affairs in a better train : and I rather chose, in- 
stead of confirming you in the spirit with which 
you bear your misfortunes, to have sent you 
my congratulations on their being ended. I 
still hope to have that pleasure very shortly. In 
the mean time, I think it incumbent upon me 
to endeavour, if not with all the authority of a 
philosopher, at least with all the influence of a 
friend, to confirm and strengthen you in that 
manly spirit with which I hear, and believe, 
you are animated. For this purpose, I shall not 
address you as one whose misfortunes are with- 
out hope ; but as a person of whose restoration 
I have conceived the same well-grounded con- 
Vol. II. C c fidence 



*N 
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fidence which you formerly, I remember, enter- 
tained of mine. For when I was driven from, 
my country, by aset of men, who were convinced 
they could never effect their destructive purposes 
so long as I continued in the commonwealth, I 
was informed by many of my friends who visited 
me from Asia, where you then resided, that you 
strongly assured them of my speedy and honour- 
able recal. Now, if the principles of the Etrus- 
can science 4 , in which you were instructed by 
your illustrious and excellent father, did not de- 
ceive you with respect to me, neither will my 
presages be less infallible with regard to you. 
They are derived, indeed, not only from the 
maxims and records of the most distinguished 
sages, whose writings, you well know, I have 
studied with great application ; but, from a 
long experience in public affairs, and from hav- 
ing passed through various scenes both of pros- 
perity and adversity. I have the stronger rea- 
son 

'* 4 The Romans derived tbeir doctrine and rites of divi- 
nation, and probably, indeed, many other of their religious 
and civil institutions, from the Etruscans, a very ancient,, 
learned, and powerful nation, who were once masters of 
almost all Italy, and who inhabited that part which is now 
called Tuscany. Csecina, who was a native of this pro- 
vince, and well skilled in that pretended prophetic art for 
which his countrymen were particularly famous, foretold, 
it seems, that Cicero's banishment would soon end, (as in 
fact it did) in a glorious restoration. Vol. Max. i. 1. Leo. 
v. 33. Pigh. AmaL i. p. 430, See rem. 3. p. 369- o( this 
vol. 
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son to confide in this method of divination, as 
it has never once deceived me during all these 
dark and distracted times: insomuch, that 
were I to mention my predictions, I am afraid 
you would suspect that I framed them after 
the events I pretend to have foretold 5 . How- 
ever, there are many who can bear me witness, 
that I forewarned Pompey against entering into 
any association with Caesar 6 : and that I af- 
terwards as strongly endeavoured to dissuade 
him from breaking that union. I clearly saw, 
indeed, that their conjunction would consider- 
ably impair the strength of the senate; and that 
their separation would as inevitably kindle the 
flames of a civil war. I lived at that time in 
great familiarity with Caesar, as well as enter- 
tained the highest regard to Pompey ; and, ac- 
cordingly, the faithful advice I gave to the lat- 
ter, was equally to the benefit of both. I for- 
bear to instance several other articles, in which 

my prophetic admonitions have been verified. 

For 

5 Cicero's wonderful reach of judgment id penetrating lar 
into the consequences of events, is by no means exaggerated 
in the present passage. On the contrary, it is confirmed by 
the testimony of an historian who knew him well ; and who 
assures us, that Cicero pointed out, with a prophetic dis- 
cernment, several circumstances that were fulfilled not only 
in his own life-time, but after bis death. Corn, Nepos. in 
vit. Attic. 17. 

* The motives which induced Ppmpey to enter into 
this union with Caesar, have been already explained in rem. 
fc. p. 114. vol. i. 

Cc2 
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For, as I hare received great obligations from 
Caesar, I am unwilling he should know, dwtt 
had Pompey followed my counsels, though Cae- 
sar would still have been the first and most dis- 
tinguished person in the republic* he would not 
have been in possession of that extensive power 
he now enjoys. I will confess, however, that 
I always gave it as my opinion, that Pompey 
should go to his government in Spain : with 
which, if he had happily complied, we should 
never have been involved in this fatal civil war 7 . 
I contended, likewise, not so much thatCa&ar 
should be received as a candidate for the con- 
sulship during his absence 8 ; as that the law 

which 

" 7 Pompey, instead of going to his government of Spain, 
continued in Italy, with the command of two legions which 
were quartered near Rome. This gave umbrage to Caesar, 
who suspected, as the truth was, that these troops were de- 
signed to act against him. In order, therefore, to remove his 
apprehensions of this kind, it was proposed by Cicero, and 
some others of the more moderate party, that Pompey should 
retire to his government,, But this motion was over- ruled by 
the consul Letitulus: who prevailed with the senate to pass a 
decree, whereby Caesar, who had already crossed the Rubi- 
con, was commanded to withdraw his forces out of Italy by 
a certain day therein named : and in case of disobedience, 
that he should be considered as a public enemy. Hist, dt 
Bel. GaL viii. 55. XW. Bel. Civil, i. 2. 

8 Pompey, when he was consul the third time, in the year 
701, procured a law empowering Caesar to offer himself as a 
candidate for the consulship, without appearing personally at 
Rome for that purpose. This was contrary to the funda- 
mental principles of the Roman constitution, and proved, in 
the event, the occasion of its being utterly destroyed : as it , 
furnished Caesar with the only specious pretence for turning 

his 
1 
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which the; people enacted for that purpose, a&4 
enacted too at the earnest solicitation of Pom* 
pey in his consulate, should be religiously ob- 
served 9 . It was the rejecting of this advice^ 
that gave qceaskm to the civil war : which I still 
laboured to extinguish by every method of re- 
monstrance m my power, and by warmly re- 
presenting, that in contests of this kind, though 
ever so justly founded, even the most disadvan*- 
tageoua terms of accommodation were prefer- 
able to having recourse to arms. But my sen* 

timer* tp 

his ftrros against the republic. Cicero affirms, ifc oner of his 
Philippics, that he endeavoured to dissuade Porapey from 
Suffering this law to pass : Duo — tempora wciderunt, say^ 
he, quibus aliquid contra Cmsarem PosnpeU* smserifa^UMiw, 
lie, fyc. alterum, ne pateretur ferri utabsentis ejus ratio ha- 
beretur. Quorum si utrnmxtis persuvsissem, in has miseries 
nunquam incidissemus. Philip, ii. 10. But if what Cicero 
here asserts be true, he acted a most extraordinary part in- 
deed. For, at the same time, that he laboured to dissuade 
Pom pey from suffering this law to pass* he persuaded Coeliu*, 
who was one of the tribunes of the people, to promote it, or 
at least not to oppose it : agreeably to a promise which he 
had given to Caesar for that purpose. This appears by a 
passage in one of his letters to Atticus, where, speaking of 
Cesar's claim to sue for the consulate, without personally 
attending at Rome, he tells Atticus, Utilli hoc Hceret, adju- 
vi : rogatus ab ipso Ravenna de Calio tribmo plebis. Ad Att. 

9 Whether this law should, or should not, be superseded, 
'was a question upon which Cicero found the republic di- 
vided at his return from Cilicia, just before the civil war 
broke out. And although he certainly acted an unjustifiable 
part in promoting this Taw; yet, after it had once passed, 
it seems to have been right policy in him to advise that it 
should be observed ; as it was the only probable means, of 
preserving the public tranquillity. 
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timents were over-ruled : not so much by Pom- 
pey himself, (upon whom they seemed to make 
some impression) as by those who, depending 
upon his victory, thought it would afford them 
a very favourable opportunity of extricating 
themselves from the difficulties of their private 
affairs, and of gratifying their immoderate am- 
bition. The war, therefore, commenced yrith- 
out my participation : and I still continued ia 
Italy as long as I possibly could, even after 
Pompey was driven out of it 10 . My honour, 
however, at length prevailed over my fears: 
and I could not support the thoughts of desert- 
ing Pompey in his distress, who had not aban- 
doned me in mine. Partly, therefore, upon a 
principle of duty ; partly in tenderness to my 
reputation with the patriots ; and partly as be- 
ing ashamed to forsake my friend, I went, as is 
fabled of Amphiaraus", to that ruin which I 
clearly foresaw. And, indeed, there was not a 
single misfortune attended us during that whole 
campaign, which I did not point out before it 
arrived. You see, therefore, that I have the 
same right of being credited, which augurs and 

astrologers 

16 See rem. 4. p. 141. of this vol. 

" Amphiaraus was a Grecian prophet, as the poets feign, 
who, foreknowing that he should be killed, if he went to 
the Theban war, concealed himself, in order to avoid that 
expedition. But his wife being bribed to disclose the place 
of his concealment, he was forced to the war, and his death 
confirmed the truth of hi* prediction. Manuthu* 
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astrologers are wont to urge : and may claim 
your belief of my present predictions, in conse- 
quence of the veracity of my former. But I do ] 
not found these my prophecies in your favour on 
those intimations of futurity, which are taught 
by our augural science. I derive them from ob- 
servations of a different sort ; which, though 
not more certain in themselves, are less obscure, 
however, and consequently less liable to be mis- 
interpreted. The signs, then, from whence I 
draw my presages, are of two kinds : the one 
taken from Caesar himself, the other from the 
nature and circumstances of public affairs. 
With respect to the former, they result, in the 
first place, from that general clemency of Cae- 
sar's disposition, which you have celebrated in 
that ingenious performance entitled your Com* 
plaints" : and, in the next place, from that ex- 
traordinary regard he discovers for men of your 
distinguished genius and abilities. To this I 
must add, that he will certainly yield to those 
numberless solicitations in your favour, which 
proceed, not from any interested motives, but 
from a real and just esteem : among which the 
unanimous application of Etruria ,J will, un- 
doubtedly, have great weight with him. If you 

ask, 

" Thi9 seems to be the performance, concerning which 
Caecina writes to Cicero in the 30th letter of this book. 

13 Cpecina was a native of Etruria, and a person of great 
consideration in, that part of Italy. 

C c 4. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



S92 The LETTERS Book IX. 

ask, whence it has happened that these conside- 
rations have hitherto proved ineffectual ? I an- 
swer, that Caesar thinks if he should immedi- 
ately grant a pardon to you, against whom ho 
may seem to have a more reasonable ground of 
complaint, -he could not refuse it to others, whom 
he is less inclined to forgive. But you will say, 
perhaps, " If Caesar is thus incensed, what have 
" I to hope ?* Undoubtedly, my friend, you 
have much ; as he is sensibtehe must derive the 
brightest splendour of his fame, from the band 
which once somewfiat&uHied its lustre. In fine, 
C&sar is endowed with a most acute and pene-* 
trating judgment: £nd, as he perfectly well 
knows, not only the high rank you bear in a 
very consid eraWe district of I taly u , but that there 
is no man in the commonwealth, of your age, 
who is superior to you in reputation, abilities, or 
popularity ; he cannot but be convinced, that it 
will be impossible for him to render your exile 
of any long duration. He is too politic, there- 
fore, to lose the merit of voluntarily conferring 
upon you at present, what will otherwise most 
^questionably be extorted from him hereafter. 
Having thus marked out the favourable prog- 
nostics which I collect from circumstances re- 
specting Cassar, I will now acquaint you with 
those which I gather from the temper and com- 
pletion 
'* Etrurit, 
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plexion of the times. There is no man, then, 
so averse to that cause which Pompey espoused 
with more spirit, indeed, than preparation, as to 
venture to arraign the principles or the pa-* 
triotiam of those who joined in his party. And 
I cannot but observe to you, that I have often 
occasion to admire the justice and judgment 
of Caesar, who never speaks of Pompey but in 
terms of the highest honour. Should it be said, 
that whatever regard he may shew to his me* 
mory, he treated his person, upon many occa- 
sions, with great asperity : let it be remembered 
that these instances cannot reasonably be im- 
puted to Caesar, but were the natural conse-* 
quences of war. But bow favourably has he 
received many of us, and myself in particular, 
who were engaged in the same party ? Has he 
not appointed Cassius to be his lieutenant ? 
has he qot given the government of Gaul to 
Brutus ? and that of Greece to Sulpicius ? In 
a word, highly incensed as he was against Mar- 
cellus, has he not, in the most honourable man- 
ner, restored him to his friends and to his coun- 
try ? What I would infer, therefore, from the 
whole, is this, that whatever system of govern- 
ment may prevail, good policy will never per- 
mit, in the first place, that a difference should 
be made among those who were equally in- 
volved in the same cai^e ; and in the next, that 

a set 
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a set of honest and worthy citizens, who are 
free from all imputation on their moral charac- 
ters, should be. banished from their country, at 
the same time that such numbers of those who 
have been exiled far the most infamous crimes, 
are suffered to return. 

These are the presages of your friend : and 
they are presages, of which, if I had the least 
doubt, I would by no means have laid them 
before you. On the contrary, ii should, in that 
case, rather have em played such consolatory 
arguments, as wodld^ J unquestionably, have 
proved effectual foKthc support of a great and 
generous mind. 2 sJiould have told you, that 
if you were induced to, take up arms in defence 
of the republic (as you then imagined) merely 
from a confidence of .success, -small, indeed, 
would be your merit : and that if, under a full 
conviction of the very precarious event of war, 
you thoiught it possible that we might be de- 
feated, it would be strange that you should have 
so much depended upon victory, as to be ut- 
terly unprepared for the reverse. 1 should have 
reasoned with you on the consolation you 
ought to receive, from reflecting on the in- 
tegrity of your conduct: and reminded yoaof 
the satisfaction which the liberal arts will afford 
in the adverse seasons of life. I should have 
produced examples, not only, from history, but 

iu 
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in the persons of our leaders and associates in 
this unhappy war, of those who have suffered 
the most severe calamities : and should have 
also cited several illustrious instances of the 
same sort from foreign story. For to reflect 
on the misfortunes to which mankind in ge- 
neral are exposed, greatly contributes to alle- 
viate the weight of those, which we ourselves 
endure. In short, I should have described the 
confusion of that turbulent scene, in which we 
are here engaged : as, undoubtedly, the being 
driven from a commonwealth in ruins, is much 
less to be regretted than from one in a flourish- 
ing and a happy situation. -But these are ar- 
guments which I have by no means any occa- 
sion to urge : as I hope, or rather, indeed, as I 
clearly foresee, that we shall soon welcome your 
return amongst us. In fihe mean while, agree- 
ably to the assurances I have often given you, 
I shall continue to exert my most active offices 
in the service of yourself, and your excellent 
son : who, I must observe with pleasure, is the 
very express resemblance of his father, both in 
person and genius, I shall now, indeed, be 
enabled to employ my zeal more effectually than 
heretofore, as I make great and daily advances 
in Caesar's friendship ; not to mention my in- 
terest also with his favourites, who distinguish 
me with the first rank in their affection. Be 

assured 
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assured I shall devote the whole of my influ- 
ence both with Caesar and with his friends, en* 
tirely to your service* In the mean time, let 
the pleasing hopes you have so much reason to 
entertain, together with your own philosophical 
fortitude, support you with cheerfulness wider 
your present situation. Farewei 

LETTER XXXV, 

[A.U.W.] . 

To P. Servilius IsavricusV Proprietor. 

I perfectly well know the general compas- 
sion of your heart for the unfortunate, and the 
inviolable fidelity you observe t towards those 
>vho have any particular claim to your protec-. 
tion. As Caecina, therefore, is a family-client 
of yours, 1 should not recommend him to your 
favour, if the regard I pay to the memory of 
his father, with whom I lived in the strictest 
intimacy, and the unhappy fate which attends 
himself, with whom I am united by every tie 
of friendship and gratitude, did not affect me in 
the manner it ought. I am sensible that your 
own natural disposition, without any solicita^ 
(ions, would incline you to assist a man of Ca- 
rina's 

1 It appears by this letter, which is a recommendation of 
Caecina to the governor of Asia, that he had resumed the de- 
sign of going into that province : which, in the 30th epistle 
of this hook, he tells Cicero he had laid aside in pursuance of 
bis advice. 
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cilia's merit, in distress : but I earnestly en- 
treat you that this letter may render you still 
more zealous to confer upon him every good 
office in your power. I am persuaded, if you 
had been in Rome, you would effectually have 
employed it also in procuring his pardon : which 
iol confidence of your colleague's* clemency, 
. we still strongly hope to obtain 1 . In the mean 
time, Caecina has retreated into your province, 
toot only as thinking it will afford him the se- 
curest refuge, but in pursuit, likewise, of that 
justice which he expects from the equity of your 
administration. I most warmly request you, 
therefore, to assist him in recovering those 
debts which remain due to him upon his former 
negotiations 4 : and in every other article to fa- 
vour him with your patronage and protection ; 
than which you cannot confer upon me, be as- 
sured, a more acceptable obligation. Farewel. 

LETTER 

1 Servilius was colleague with Caesar in his second consu- 
late, A. U. 705. 

3 Accordingly Cascina, some time afterwards, received 
his pardon from Caesar : which Suetonius mentions as an, 
instance, amongst others, of that conqueror's singular cle- 
mency. Suet, in vit. Jul. 7 5. 

4 Caecina had, probably, been concerned in farming some 
branch of the Asiatic revenue. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

[A.U.707.] 
To PUBLIUS SULPICIUS 1 . 

Notwithstanding it is very seldom, in the 
present situation of public affairs, that I attend 
the senate ; yet, after having received your let- 
ter, I thought it would not be acting agreeably 
to our long friendship, and to those many good 
offices that have passed between us, if I did not 
contribute all in my power to the advancement 
of your honours. It was with much pleasure, 
therefore, I went to the house, and voted for 
your public thanksgiving: which has been de- 
creed accordingly. You will always find me 
equally zealous in whatever concerns your in- 
terest or your glory : and I should be glad you 
would, in your letters to your family, assure 
them of this my disposition towards you; that 

they 

1 It is altogether uncertain who this Sulpicius was : per- 
haps the same who commanded a squadron of Caesar's fleet 
off the island of Sicily, which engaged with and defeated the 
fleet under the command of Cassius, about the time that Cae- 
sar gained the battle of Pharsalia. But whoever he was, he 
appears, from the present letter, to have been governor of II- 
lyricum, and to have lately had the honour of a public thanks- 
giving decreed for some successes which his arms had obtained 
in that province. Some of the commentators are of opinion, 
that the superscription of this letter is a false reading; and 
that instead of Sulpicius, it should be Vatinius: but those who 
are inclined to see this notion very solidly confuted, are re- 
ferred to the observations of Manutius upon this epistle. Gw. 
<fc Be IL Civ. hi. 101 . Pigh Annal. ii. 449. 
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they may not scrapie to claim my best services, 
if, in any future instance, you should have oc- 
casion for them. 

I very strongly recommend to you my old 
friend Bolanus, as a man of great spirit and pro- 
bity; and adorned, likewise, with every amiable 
accomplishment. As you will extremely oblige 
me by letting him see that my recommendation 
proved of singular advantage to him, so you 
may depend upon finding him of a most grate- 
ful disposition, and one from whose friendship 
you will receive much satisfaction, 

I have another favour likewise to ask : which, 
in confidence of our friendship, and of that dis- 
position which you have ever shewn to serve 
me, I very earnestly request. My library- 
keeper, Dionysius, having stolen several book? 
from that valuable collection which I entrust^ 
to his care, has withdrawn himself into $$$? 
province : as I am informed by my friend, Bo- 
lanus, as well as by several others, \ who saw 
him at Narona\ But as they credited the 
account he gave them of my having granted 
him his freedom, they had no suspicion of the 
true reason that carried him thither. I shall 
think myself inexpressibly indebted to you, 
therefore, if you will deliver him into, my 

hands : 
% In Lihurnia, now called Croatia, which formed part of 
the province of lllyricum. 
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hands : for although the loss I have sustained 
is not very great, yet his dishonesty gives me 
much vexation. Bolanus will inform you in 
what -part of your province he is now con- 
cealed, and what measures will be proper, in 
order to secure him. In the mean time let me 
repeat it again,- that I shall look upon myself as 
highly indebted to you, if I should recover this 
fellow by your assistance. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXVII. 

[A. u. ror.] 
To Quintus GALLIU8*. 

I fik t> by your letter, as well as by one Which 
I have received from Oppius, that you did 
not forget my recommendation 1 " ; which, in- 
deed, is nothing more than what I expected 
from your great affection towards me, And 
from the connexion that subsists between us. 
Nevertheless, I will again repeat my solicita- 
tions in favour of Oppius, who still continues 
in your province : and of Egnatius, who re- 
mains at Rome: and entreat you to take 
their joint affairs under your protection. My 
friendship with Egnatius is so great, that, 
were my own personal interest concerned in 
thepresent case, I could not be more anxious. 

I must 

* See rem. a. p. 313. of this vol. 

* See let. 9. of this book. 
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I most earnestly request you, therefore, to shew 
him, by your good offipes, that I am not mis- 
taken in the share which I persuade myself I 
enjoy in your affection ; and be assured you 
cannot oblige me in a more acceptable manner. 

ifarewel. 

LETTERS 
Vol. II. D d 
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LETTERS 

OF 

MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO 

TO 

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS. 



BOOK X. 
LETTER t 

[A. U. 707.] 
To AULUS ToRQUATUS* 

Although every one is apt, in these time* 
of universal confusion, to regret his particular 
lot as singularly unfortunate, and to prefer any 
situation to his own, yet undoubtedly a man 
of patriot-sentiments can np where, in the 
present conjuncture, be so unhappily placed as 

in 

* Cicero mentions him in other parts of his writings, as a 

man of singular merit ; and one to whose generous offices he 

had been greatly indebted during the persecution he suffered 

from Clodius. In the year 701 , Torquatus was advanced to the 

D d 2 pr«torsh,ip ; 
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in Rome. Tis true, into whatever part of the 
world he might be cast, he must still retain 
the same bitter sensibility of that ruin in which 
both himself and his country are involved. 
Nevertheless, there is something in being a 
spectator of those miseries with which others 
are only acquainted by report, that extremely 
enhances one's grief; as it is impossible to di- 
vert our thoughts from misfortunes, which are 
perpetually obtruding themselves in view. 
Among the many other losses, therefore, which 
must necessarily sit heavy upon your heart, let 
it not be your principal concern, (as I am in- 
formed it is) that you are driven from Rome. 
For, notwithstanding that you are thus exceed- 
ingly uneasy at being separated from your fa- 
mily and fortunes, yet they still continue in 
their usual situations ; which, as they could by 
no means be improved by your presence, so 
neither are they exposed to any particular dan- 
ger. Whenever, therefore, your family are the 
subject of your thoughts, you should neither 

lament 

prsfetorehip ; after which, nothing material occurs concern- 
ing him, till the present letter ; by which, it appears, he was 
at this time in banishment at Athens, for having taken part; 
with Pompey in the civil wars. He was of a very ancient 
and illustrious family ; being descended from the brave Titus 
Manlius, who, in the year 394, obtained the name of Tor- 
quatus, fiom the Torquis, or collar, which he took from the 
neck of a gigantic Gaul, whom he slew in single combat. 
AdAtt. v. l. Cic. dc Finib. ii. 22. Pigh. Annul, ii. p. 4ll/ 
lav. vii. 10. . 
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lament them as suffering any calamities pecu* 

liar to themselves, or consider it as a hardship 

that they are not exempted from those which 

are common to us all. 

As to what concerns your own person, you 

ought not, my de&r Torquatus, to indulge 

those gloomy reflections which either fear, or 

despair, may suggest. It is certain that H«\ 

from whom you have hitherto received a treatr 

ment unworthy of your illustrious character, 

has lately given very considerable marks of t 

more favourable disposition. It is equally cer* 

tain, that while we are looking up to Caesar 

for our preservation, he is far from being clear , 

by what methods he may best secure his own. 

The event of every war is always precarious ; 

but, with regard to the present', as I well know 

that you yourself never imagined you had any 

thing to fear if the victory should turn on one 

side ; so I am persuaded, should it fall on the 

other, you can only suffer in the general ruin. 

The single circumstance, then, that can give 

you much disquietude, is that which in some 

sort I look upon as a kind of consolation ; f 

mean, that the danger to which you are ex r 

posed, is no other than what threatens the 

^vhole community. And this, it must be ac-* 

knowledged, 
a Czsar. 
3 The war in Spain t#tween C&sar and the sons qf Pompey. 

D d 3 
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knowledged, is so extremely greaVthat what- 
ever philosophers may pretend, I question whe- 
ther any thing can effectually support us under 
it, except one consideration alone ; a conside- 
ration which is always more or less efficacious, 
in proportion to the strength and firmness of a 
man s own mind. But, if to mean honestly; 
and to act rightly, be all that is necessary to 
constitute human happiness, it should seem a 
sort of impiety to call that man miserable who 
is conscious of having always regulated his con- 
duct by the best intentions. It was not, I am 
persuaded, any private advantage which we 
promised ourselves from the success of our 
arms, that induced us lately to abandon our 
fortunes, our families, and our country 4 ; it was 
the just sense of that sacred regard we owed 
both to the commonwealth and to our own cha- 
racters. No? when we acted thus, were we so 
absurdly sanguine as to flatter ourselves with the 
prospect of certain victory* If the event, then, 
has proved agreeable to what, upon our first en- 
trance into the war, we were well aware it pos- . 
sibly might ; we ought, by no means, surely, 
to be as much dispirited, as if the reverse of all 
that we expected had befallen us. Let us then, 
tny friend, cherish those sentiments which true 

philosophy 

4 Upon the 6rst breaking out of the civil war, when Ci-, 
cero and Torquatus left haly, in order to join, the army of 
Pompey in Greece. 
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philosophy prescribes, by esteeming if -our only 
concern in this life to preserve our integrity; 
and so long as we are void of all just reproach; 
let us bear the various revolutions of human, af* 
fairs with calmness and moderation. The sum 
of what I would say, in short, is this ; that vir* 
tue seems sufficient for her own support, though 
all things else were utterly lost Still, however, 
if any hopes should yet remain to the republic^ 
you should by no means despair, whatever it$ 
future situation may be, of holding the rant in 
it you deserve. 

And here, my friend, it occurs to me; that 
there was a time when you, likewise, used to 
condemn my despondency ; and when I was full 
of apprehensions, and altogether undetermined 
how to act, you inspired me by your advice and 
example with more spirited and vigorous resolur 
tions. At that season, it was not our cause* 
but our measures, I disapproved. I thought it 
much too late to oppose those victorious, arms 
which we ourselves had long been contributing 
to, strengthen ; v and I lamented that we shoqld 
refer the decision of our political disputes, not 
-to the weight of our counsels, but to the force 
of our swords. I do not pretend to have been in- 
spired with a spirit of divination, when I foretold 
what has since happened, I only saw the possi- 
bility and destructive consequences of such aji 
D d 4 event. 
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event, And it was this that alarmed my feaisj 
especially, as it was a contingency, of all others, 
the most likely to take effect. For the strength 
of our party, I well knew, was of a kind that 
would little avail us in the field ; as our troop* 
were far inferior both in. force and experience, 
to those of our adversaries. The same spirit 
and resolution, then, which you recommende4 
to me at that juncture, let me now exhort you, 
in my turn, to assume in the present. 

I was induced to write to you upon this sub- 
ject, by a conversation I lately .bad with your 
freedman, Philargy rus. In answer to the very 
particular inquiries I made concerning your weU 
fare, he informed me (and I had no reason to 
suspect his veracity) that you were at some sea- 
ions exceedingly dejected. This is a state of 
mind you should by fto means encourage. For 
if the republic should in any degree subsist, you 
have no reason to doubt of recovering the rank 
you deserve j and should it be destroyed, your 
particular condition will be no worse, at least, 
than that of every Roman in general. As to the 
important affair now depending 5 , and • for the 
event of which we are all of us in so much anxi- 
ety ; this is a circumstance which you ought to 
bear with the greater tranquillity, as you are in 
a city where philosophy, that supreme guide and 
governess of human life, not only received her 

birth, 

5 The war in Spain. 
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birth, but her best and noblest improvements 5 , 
|J;ut, besides this advantage, you enjoy the 
company likewise of Sulpicius 7 , that wise and 
favourite friend, from whose kind and prudent 
offices yoii must undoubtedly receive great 
consolation. And, had we all of us lately been, 
so politic as to have followed his advice, we 
should have chosen rather to have submitted 
to the civil, than to the military power of 
Caesar\ 

But I have dwelt longer, perhaps, upon this 
subject than was necessary: I will dispatch, 
therefore, what is more material in fewer words. 
How much I owed to some of those friends, 
whom the fate of this cruel Avar has snatched 
from me, you perfectly well know ; but I have 
now none remaining from whom I have re- 
ceived greater obligations than from yourself, 
J am sensible, at the same time, how little my 

power 

, 6 The Athenians (among whom Torquatus, as has been 
observed above, at this time resided) were supposed to have 
been the first who instructed mankind, not only in the re- 
finements of poetry, oratory, and philosophy, but in manu- 
factures, agriculture, and civil government* Athens, in 
short, was esteemed by the ancients to be the source, a* it 
was unquestionably the seat, of all those useful or polite 
arts which most contribute to the ease and ornament of hu- 
man life. Justin, ii. 6. Lucrej. vi. ]. &c. 

7 Sulpicius was at Athens, as governor of Greece. See 
rem. 1. p. 283. of this vol. 

3 This alludes to the opposition which Sulpicius made to 
the proposal of recalling Caesar from his government in Gaul, 
just before the commencement of the civil war. See rem* 
2. p. 120. of this vol. 
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power can at presen travail: but as lid nian cart 
be so totally fallen, as not to be capable of ef- 
fecting somewhat at least by his earnest endea- 
vours, be assured that both you and yours have 
an unquestionable right to the best and most 
zealous of mine. . Farewel, 

LETTER II. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To Servius Sulpicius, 

Max i us Cum us 9 , a merchant of Patrae, is 
a person whom I have many and great rea- 
sons to value. The friendship between us hai 
long continued ; so long, indeed, as from his first 
appearance in the forum. He has formerly, a£ 
different junctures, and lately, during this un- 
happy civil war, offered me an asylum at patrae ; 
and I should have used his house with the same 
freedom as my own, if I had found occasion. But 
my strongest connexion with him results from a 
motive of a more sacred kind, as it arises from 
his intimacy with my friend Atticus, for whom 
he entertains a very singular affection and es- 
teem. If Curius is known to you, I imagine I 
am paying him the tribute of my good offices 
somewhat too latq ; for I dar$ say his polite 

and 

9 This is the same persojn to whom the 25th letter of the 
'preceding byok is addressed^ See rem. 6. p. 3()1. of this vol. 
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and elegant manners have already recommend- 
ed him to your regard. However, should this 
prove to he the case, I very earnestly en- 
treat you to suffer this letter to confirm and 
increase the favourable disposition you have 
conceived towards him. But if his modesty 
has concealed him from your notice, , or you 
have only a slight acquaintance with him, or, 
for any other reason, a farther recommendation 
may be necessary, I most warmly and most de- 
servedly give him mine. I will be answerable, 
too, (as every one ought, indeed, whose offices 
of this kind are sincere and disinterested) that 
you will experience so much politeness and pro- 
bity in Curius, as to convince you that he is 
worthy both of my recommendation and of your 
friendship. In the mean time, be assured you 
.will very sensibly oblige me, if I should find 
that this letter shall have had all the influence 
with you which I confidently expect. Jarewel. 

LETTER III. 

[A. U. 707.1 
To AULUS ToRQUATUS. 

It was more in compliance with the affection 
of my heart, than as thinking it in the least ne- 
cessary that I detained you so long in my last 1 . 

Your 
* The first letter of the present book. 
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Your fortitude wants not to be animated by 
any exhortations of mine ; and, indeed, I am iti 
every respect too muph distressed myself, to 
be capable of encouraging another. But, what- 
ever reason there might or might not have 
been for the length of my former letter, I am 
sure it may well excuse me from extending my 
present, nothing new having since occurred. 
For as to the various and contradictory reports, 
which are every day propagated amongst us, 
concerning affairs in Spain, I imagine they are 
spread likewise into your part of the world.— 
They will all terminate, however, in the same 
fatal catastrophe; a catastrophe, which I no less 
clearly discern (and I am well assured it is 
equally visible to yourself) than if it were no^ 
actually before my view, Tis true no one can 
determine what will be the event of the ap- 
proaching battle ; but as to that of the war in ge- 
neral, I have no manner of doubt ; at least, none 
with respect to its consequences : for one side or 
the other must certainly be victorious : and I am 
well convinced of the use that either party wi^l 
make of their success. Such an use, indeed, that 
I had rather suffer wfcat is generally esteemed 
the most terrible of all evife, than live to be a 
spectator of so dreadful a scene. Yes, my friend, 
life, upon the terms on which we must then en- 
dure it ; would be the completion of human mi- 
sery ; 
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sery ; whereas death was never considered hy 
any wise man as an evil, even to the happy them- 
selves. But you are in a city where the very 
walls will inspire you with these and other re- 
flections of the same tendency, in a far more 
efficacious manner than I can suggest them\ I 
will only, therefore, assure you (unsubstantial 
as the consolation is which arises from the 
misfortunes of others) that you are at present 
in no greater danger than any of those of the 
same party, who have either, totally renounced 
the war, or who are still in arms, as they are 
both under equal apprehensions from the vic- 
tor. But there is another and far higher con- 
solation, which I hope is your support, as it 
certainly is mine. For so long as I shall pre- 
serve my innocence, I will never whilst I exist 
be anxiously disturbed at any event that may 
happen : and if I should cease to exist, all sensi- 
bility must cease with me a . But I am again re- 
turning to my unnecessary reflections, and, in 
the language of the old proverb, am " sending 
" owls to Athens 5 " To put an end to them, 
be assured that the welfare of yourself and fa- 
mily, together with the success of all your 
concerns, is my great and principal care, and 
shall continue to be so to the end of my days. 
FareweL LETTER 

* See rem. 6. p. 409. of this vol. 

* See rem. 6. p. 232. of this vol. 
3 See rem. S. p. 236. of this vol. 
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LETTER IV. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To Servius Sulpicius. 

Your very polite and obliging letter to At- 
ticus, afforded him great satisfaction ; but not 
more than I received from it myself. It was, 
indeed, equally agreeable to us both. But, al- 
though we neither of us doubted that you would 
readily comply with any request he should make, 
yet your having voluntarily and unexpectedly 
offered him your services, was a circumstance, 
I must acknowledge, that raised Atticus's admi* 
ration less than mine. As you have given him 
the most ample assurances, therefore, of your 
good offices, it is unnecessary that I should de- 
sire you to add any thing to them from your re- 
gard to me. It would be no less impertinent, 
likewise, to send you my acknowledgments upon 
this occasion, as your offer was entirely the 
spontaneous result of your particular friendship 
to Atticus. This, however, I will say, that as 
such an uncommon proof of your esteem for a 
man whom I singularly love and value, could 
not but be highly agreeable to me, so it is aa 
obligation I must necessarily place to my own 
account. And, indeed, as I may take the liberty 
from the intimacy between us, to transgress 
1 the 
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the strict rules of propriety, I shall venture to 
do the two things which I just now declared 
were both improper and unnecessary. Accord- 
ingly, let me request, in the first place, that 
you would add as much as possible to those 
services, for my sake, with which you have 
shewi* yourself willing to favour Atticus for 
his own : and, in the next place, desire your 
acceptance of my acknowledgments for those 
which you have already so generously promised 
him. And be assured, whatever good offices 
you shall render to Atticus in regard to his af- 
fairs in Epirus 4 , or upon any other occasion, 
will be so many obligations conferred, upon 
myself Farewel. 

LETTER 

4 Epirus was contiguous to Greece, and annexed to the 
government of that province. It is now called Janna, and 
is under the dominion of the Turks. A considerable part of 
Atticus's estate lay in this country. Nepos. in vit. Att. 14. 
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LETTER V, 

m [A. V. ror.] 

To the same* 

I ha*e long been united with Lyso, a citizen 
of Patrae, by ties which I deem of sacred obli* 
gation ; the ties, I mean, of hospitality'* This 
is a sort of connexion, 'tis true, in which I am 
engaged, also, with many others ; but I never 
contracted with any of my hosts so strict an 
intimacy! The many good offices I received 
from Lyso, together with the habitudes of a 
daily intercourse, improved our acquaintance 
into the highest degree of friendship ; and, in- 
deed, during the whole year, he resided here, 
we were scarce ever separated. We neither of 
us doubted that my former letter would have 
the effect I find it has,, and induce you to take 
his affairs under your protection in his absence* 
Nevertheless, as he had appeared in arms in 
favour of our party, we were under perpetual 
apprehensions of his resentment, in whom all 
power is now centered. But Lyso's illustrious 
rank, together with the zealous applications 
of myself and the rest of those who have shar- 
ed in his generous hospitality, have at length 

obtained 
5 See rem. 3t p. 113. of this vol. 
3 
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obtained all that we could wish ; as you will per- 
ceive by the letter which Caesar himself has 
written to you. I am so far, however, from 
thinking him in circumstances that will allow 
me to release you from any part of my former 
solicitation ; that I now more strongly request 
you to receive him into your patronage ^nd 
friendship. Whilst his fate was yet in suspense, 
I was less forward in claiming your good offi-, 
ces; being cautious of giving you a trouble 
which possibly might prove to no purpose. But 
as his pardon is absolutely confirmed, I most 
ardently entreat your best services in his behalf. 
Not to enumerate particulars, I recommend to 
you his whole family in general, but more es- 
pecially his son. My old client Memmius Ge- 
mellus 6 , having been presented with the free- 
dom of the city of Patrae during his unhappy 
banishment, adopted this young man accord- 
ing to the forms prescribed by the laws of that 
community: and I beseech you to support him 
in his right of succeeding to the estate of his 
adoptive father. But, above all, as I have 
* thoroughly experienced the merit and gTateful 
disposition of Lyso, let me conjure you to ad-, 
mit him into a share of your friendship. I am 

persuaded 

* Probably tbe same person to whom the 27th let. of 
the 3d book is addressed. See rem. 5. p. 231. vol. i. 

Vol. IL Ee 
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persuaded, if you should do so, you will here- 
after look upou him with the same affection, and 
recommend him with as much zeal as I have 
expressed in the present instance. There is no- 
thing, indeed, I more earnestly wish, than to raise 
in you thift disposition towards him : as I fear if 
you should not confer upon him your best ser- 
vices, he will suspect, not that you are unmind- 
fiil of my recommendatipns, but that I did not 
sufficiently enforce them. For hfc must be per- 
fectly sensible, not only from what he has fre- 
quently heard me declare, but from your own 
obliging letters to me, of the singular share I en- 
joy in your friendship and esteem. Farewel. 

LETTER VI. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the same. 

Asclapo, a physician of Patrae, is my very 
particular friend : to whose company, as welt 
as skill in his profession, I have been much in- 
debted. 1 had occasion^ experience the lat- 
ter, in my own family : and had great reason 
to be satisfied with his knowledge, his inte- 
grity and his tenderness, I recommend him, 
therefore, to your favour : and entreat you,, to 
let him see, by the effects of this letter, that I 

did 

1 
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did so in the strongest manner. Your compli- 
ance with this request will oblige me exceed- 
ingly. Farawel. 

LETTER VII. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the saipe, 

Marcus JEmilius Avia^us has distin- 
guished me, from his earliest youth, with pecu- 
liar marks of affection and esteem. He is a man 
not only of great politeness, but probity ; and, 
indeed, in every view of his character, is ex- 
tremely amiable. If I imagined he were at Si- 
cyon*, I should think it utterly unnecessary to 
add any thing farther in his behalf; being welj 
persuaded that the elegance and integrity of 
his manners would be sufficient of themselves 
to recommend him to the same degree of your 
affection, which he po?$e$$ep, npt only of mine, 
but of every one of his friends in general. But 
as I hear he still continues at Cybira, where I 
left him some time ago 8 ; I most strongly re- 
commend his affairs and family at Sicyou, tg 
your favour apd pjotectiQn. Among tfr#se> I 

7 A city in the Peloponnesus, now called Bpt&cp. 

• Cybira was a city of Lycaonia, annexed to the govern- 
ment of Cijicia: Cicefo alludes to the time when he was 
proconsul of that province. 

Ee2 
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must particularly single out his freedman Ham- 
monius, as one who has a claim to my recom- 
mendation upon his own account. He has 
gained my good opinion, not only by his un- 
common zeal and fidelity towards his patron, 
but by the very important services, likewise, 
which he has conferred upon myself. Indeed, 
had it been to me that he had been indebted 
for the privilege of his freedom, he could not 
have acted with a more faithful and affectionate 
assiduity than I experienced from him in my 
troubles 9 . In the first place, then, I entreat 
your protection of Hammonius, as agent in the 
affairs of his patron : and, in the next, I re- 
commend him.upon his own account, as worthy 
to be received into the number of your friends. 
Believe me, you will find him of a modest, ob- 
liging temper, and well deserving a place in 
your affection. Farewel. 

LETTER VIII. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the same. 

1 have a very great regard for Titus Manlius, 
a merchant of Thespise ; not only as one from 
whom I have always received singular marks 
of consideration and esteem, but as he is an ad- 
mirer also of our favourite studies. To this I 

must 
9 During his persecution by Clodius. 
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must add, that my friend Varro Murena very 
warmly espouses his interest. And though 
Murena has full confidence in the effect of that 
letter which he has himself written to you in fa- 
vour of Manlius, yet he is persuaded that my 
recommendation, likewise, may somewhat in- 
crease your disposition to assist him. In com- 
pliance, therefore, with my desire of serving 
both Murena and Manlius, I recommend the 
latter to you in the strongest terms : and you 
will greatly oblige me by promoting the interest 
and honours of Manlius, in every iiistance con- 
sistent with your own character and dignity. I 
will venture to assure you, likewise, from the 
knowledge I have of his polite and humanized 
disposition, that your good offices towards him 
will be attended with all the satisfaction you 
can promise yourself from the gratitude of a 
worthy man. Farewel. 

LETTER IX. 

[A.U.707.] 

To the same. 

My friend and tribe-fellow 1 , Lucius Cossini- 

us, is one with whom I have lorig lived in great 

intimacy : 

1 The collective body of the Roman people was divided 
into 35 tribes : and every citizen, of whatever rank, was ne- 
cessarily enrolled under one or other of these several classes. 
They were each distinguished by a particular name, as the 

E e 3 Tribui 
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intimacy: aiid whiclrhis totmexktAs *itb At- 
ticus has contributed still farther to impfove. 
I erijoy the affection of his whole family, but 
particularly of his freedman Anchialns ; who id 
highly in the esteem, not only of his patron, 
hut of all his patron's friends j in which num- 
ber I have already mentioned myaelf. I recom- 
mend Anchialus, therefore, to your favour* with 
as much warmth as if h* stood in the *am<» re- 
lation to me that he doe* to Coftsifii)i& You 
will oblige me, indeed, itt a very seittible man* 
ner, by receiving him into your friendship* and 
giving him any assistance he may require: M 
far, I mean, as your own convenience will ad- 
ihit. And you witl hereafter, I am fterauaded, 
receive much satisfaction from your compliance 
with this request ; as you will find Anchialus to 
be a man 6f the greatest politeACia and probity. 
Farewel. 

LETTER X. 

[A.U.707.] 

To the sfcme- 

Tttfe pleasure 1 took in the reflection of hav- 
ing tf ritteft to ybu in behalf of my friend and 

host 

Tribus Poptiia, Tribu* Velina, &c. #hiefc flfcWfe WW derived 
either from tbe place wbich ihe tribe principally inhabited, 
or from some dminguisbted family it tbfttafoed* Host*. A- 
ft'}. R»«. 
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host Lyso, was much increased when I read 
his letter : and I particularly rejoiced in having 
so strongly recommended him to your esteem, 
when I found he had before been a sufferer in 
your good opinion. For my recommendation, 
he tells me, was of singular advantage in re- 
moving the groundless suspicion you had en- 
tertained of him, from a report that he had fre- 
quently, whilst he was at Rome, treated your 
character in a disrespectful manner. Let me, 
in the first place then, return you those thanks 
which I so justly Owe you, for suffering my let- 
ter to efface every remaining impression of this 
injurious calumny. And, in the next place, 
although Lyso assures me that, agreeably to 
your well-natured and generous disposition, he 
has entirely satisfied you of liis innocence, yet 
I entreat you to believe me when I protest, not 
only in justice to my friend, but to the world 
in general, that I never heard any man mention 
you without the highest applause. As to Lyso, 
in particular, in all the daily conversations we 
had together, whilst he continued here, you 
were the perpetual subject of his encomiums ; 
both as he imagined that I heard them with 
pleasure, and as it was a topic extremely agree- 
able, likewise, to himself. But though he is 
fully satisfied with the effects of my former 
E e 4 letter, 
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letter, and I am sensible that the generous 
manner in which you treat him, renders all 
farther application perfectly unnecessary ; yet 
I cannot forbear renewing my earnest solicita- 
tions that you would continue your favours to- 
wards him. I would again also represent to 
you how well he deserves them, if I did not 
imagine you were, by this time, sufficiently ac- 
quainted with his merit. Farewel. 

LETTER XL 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the same. 

Hagesaretus of Larissa 1 having received 
considerable honours from me during my con- 
sulate, has ever since distinguished me with sin- 
gular marks of gratitude and respect. I strong- 
ly recommend him, therefore, to you as my host 
and friend ; as a man of an honest and grateful 
heart; as a person of principal rank in his native 
city; and, in short, as one who is altogether 
worthy of being admitted into your friendship. 
And I shall be exceedingly obliged to you for 

letting 

3 There were two cities of this name in- Thessaly: a 
country contiguous to Greece, and which formerly made 
part of the kingdom of Macedonia. One of these cities 
was situated upon the river Peneas, and is now called Larsa : 
the other was a maritime town. Geographers suppose the 
latter to be the present Armino : a considerable sea port be- 
longing to the Turks. 
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letting him see, that you pay regard to this my 
recommendation. Farewel. 



LETTER XII. 

[A. U. 707.] 

To the same. 

The, connexion between Lucius Mescinius 
and myself, results from no less powerful a tie 
than that of his having been formerly my quaes- 
tor 4 . But, though I always considered a rela- 
tion of this kind in the high regard it was 
viewed by our ancestors, yet the refined and 
elfegant virtues of Mescinius 5 rendered it still 
more justly sacred. Accordingly, there is no 
man with whom I live in a higher degree of in- 
timacy, or from whose friendship I derive 
greater satisfaction. He doubts not of your 
disposition to serve him upon every occasion 
that shall comport with your honour: however, 
he is persuaded that a letter from my hand will 
considerably strengthen your inclinations for 
that purpose. This he collects not only from 
his own observation, but from those frequent 
declarations he has heard me make, of the 
very pleasing and intimate friendship in which 

you 

4 See rem. 1. p. pi of this vol. 

5 The reader will find, by the remark referred to in the 
last note, how little there was of truth and sincerity in the 
character which Cicero here bestows upon his friend. 
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you and I are so strictly joined. I am to in- 
form you, then, that his late brother, who was 
a merchant in Elis 6 , has left him his estate : 
and I entreat you, with all the warmth which 
you are sensible ought to animate me in the 
concerns of a friend to whom I am so strongly 
and closely attached, that you would assist him 
with your ppwer, your influence, and your ad- 
vice in settling these his affairs in your pro- 
vince. In view to this, we have sent direc- 
tions to his agent, that if any disputes should 
arise concerning the estate or effects of the 
testator, that they shall be guided by your sen- 
timents, and (if.it he not troubling you too- 
much) determined by your arbitration : an office 
which I earnestly entreat you to undertake, and 
the acceptance of which I shall esteem as an 
honour done to myself. But if any of the 
claimants should be so obstinate as to refuse 
your award, I shall receive it as a singular ob- 
ligation if you will refer their pretensions (pro- 
vided you shall not think it a derogation from 
your dignity) to be determined in the courts at 
Rome : as the matter in contest is with a Ro- 
man senator. That you may the less scruple 
to comply with this request, I have procured a 
sort of recommendatory letter to you from the 

consul 
* A city in the Peloponnesus* 
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consul LepicUuP. I say a recommendatory one ; 
for to have desired him to write in a more au- 
thoritative style, would not, I thought, be 
treating your high station with the deference 
which is so justly due to it. I would add, that 
your obliging Mescinius in this instance, will 
be laying out your favours to much advantage ; 
if I were not, on the one hand, well persuaded 
that this is a circumstance of which you are al- 
ready apprised ; and on the other, were I not 
soliciting you as for an affair of my own. For 
be assured, I take an equal concern with Mes- 
cinius in every article wherein he is interested. 
As I am very desirous, therefore, that he may 
obtain his right with as little trouble as pos- 
sible, so I am solicitous, likewise, that he should 
have reason to think, that my recommendation 
has greatly contributed to this end. Farewel. 

LETTER XIII. 

[A.U.707.] 

To the same. 

The regard you pay to my recommendations, 
has given me, and will hereafter give me, 1 
dare say, frequent occasions of repeating my 
acknowledgments. However, I will attempt, 

if 

7 He was this year appointed by Caesar to be his col- 
league in the consular office. Pint in vit. Anion. 
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if possible, to convey my thanks to you in a 
style as various as the several instanees that de- 
mand them : and, in imitation of you lawyers*, 
express the same thing in different words. 

I have received a letter from Hammonius, 
full of the strongest expressions of gratitude 
for the services you havarendered both to him 
and Avknus> in consequence of my recom- 
mendation 9 : and he assures me that nothing 
can be more generous than the personal civili- 
ties you have shewn to himself, as well as the 
attention you have given to the affairs of his 
patron. This would afford me a very sensible 
pleasure, were I to consider it only as a benefit 
to those to whom I have the strongest attach- 
ments : as indeed Avianus has distinguished 
himself above ail my friends by his superior sen- 
sibility of the many and great obligations I 
have conferred upon him. But my satisfaction 
still increases, when I view it as an instance of 
my standing so high in your esteem, as to in- 
cline you to serve my friends more efficaciously 
than I myself should, perhaps, were I present 
for that purpose. Possibly the reason of your 
having this advantage over me, may be, that I 
should not yield altogether so easily to their re- 
quests, as you comply with mine. But what- 
ever 

8 Sulpicius was one of the most considerable lawyers of 
the age. See rem. 6. p. 287. of this vol. 

9 See the 7th let. of this book. 
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ever doubt I may have as to that point, I have 
none of your being persuaded that I entertain 
the sentiments of your favours they deserve : 
and I entreat you to believe (what I will be 
answerable is the truth) that both Avianus and 
Hammonius have received them with the same 
grateful disposition. I beseech you then, if it 
be not engaging you in too much trouble, that 
you would endeavour that their affairs may be 
settled before you leave the province. 

I live in a most agreeable intimacy with your 
son, whose genius and uncommon application, 
but, above all, his probity and virtue, afford 
me a very sensible pleasure. Farewel. 

# LETTER XIV. 

{A. U. 707.] 

To the same. 

It is always with much pleasure that I apply 
to you in behalf of my friends : but I find a 
still greater in expressing my gratitude for those 
favours you yield to my solicitations. This, 
indeed, is a pleasure, with which you never 
fail of supplying me : and it is incredible what 
acknowledgments I receive, even from persons 
whom I have but slightly mentioned to you. 
I think myself greatly indebted for these in- 
stances 
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stances of your friendship : but particularly for 
those good offices you have conferred upon Mes- 
cintus. He informs me that immediately upon 
the receipt of my fetter 1 , you gave his agents 
full assurance of your services ; and have since 
performed even more thaa you promised. Be- 
lieve me, (and Icajmottoo oftm repeat it) you 
have, by these means, laid an obligation upon 
me of the most acceptable kind: and it affords 
me so much the higher satisfaction, as I am 
persuaded Mescinms will give you abundant 
reason to rejoice in it yourself. Virtue and 
probity, in truth, are the prevailing qualities 
of his heart ; as an obliging and friendly oftw 
ciousness is his distinguishing characteristic. 
To this I must add, that he is pafticularly de- 
voted to our favourite speculations : those phi- 
losophical speculations, my friend, which were 
always the delight, as they are now also the 
support and consolation of my life. Let me 
entreat you then to give him fresh instances of 
your generosity upon every occasion, wherein 
it shall not be inconsistent with your dignity 
to interpose. But .there are two articles in 
which I will particularly request it. I'he first 
is, that if those who are indebted to the estate 
of his testator, should insist upon being in- 
demnified in their payments toMescinius,.that 

my 

1 The 12th letter of this book. 
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xnysecuritymaybeaccepted; and the next is, that 
as the greatest part of the testator's effects ai*e 
secreted by his wife, that you would assist in 
concerting measures for semilog her to Rome. 
Should she be once persuaded that this method 
will be taken with her, we doubt not of her 
settling every thing to the satisfaction of Mes- 
cinius : and that it may be so, I most strongly 
again request the interposition of your good 
offices. In the mean time, I will be answerable 
for what I just now assured you, that the gra- 
titude and other amiable qualities of Mescimus, 
will give you reason to think your favours were 
not ill bestowed, which I mention as a motive 
on his own account, to be added to those which 
induced you to serve him upon mine. 

I am persuaded that the Lacedaemonians 
doubt not of being sufficiently recommended to 
your justice and patronage, by their own and 
their ancestors 9 virtues, and I know you too well 
to question your being perfectly acquainted 
with the national rights and merit of every 
people who are connected with the republic. 
Accordingly, notwithstanding the great obli- 
gations I have received from the citizens of La- 
cedasmon, yet, when Philippus requested me to 
recommend them to your protection, my an- 
swer was, that the Lacedaemonians could not 

possibly 
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possibly stand in need of an advocate with Sul- 
picius. The truth is, I look upon it as a cir- 
cumstance of singular advantage to all the cities 
of Achaia 1 , in general, that you preside over 
them in these turbulent times ; and I am per- 
suaded that you, who are so peculiarly conver- 
sant, not only in the Roman but Grecian an- 
nals, cannot but be a friend to the Lacedaemo- 
nians, for the sake of their heroic descent. I 
will only, therefore, entreat you, that when you 
are acting towards them in consequence of 
what your justice and honour requires, you 
would, at the same time, intimate, that you re- 
ceive an additional pleasure from indulging 
your own inclinations of that sort, by knowing 
them to be agreeable likewise to mine. As I 
think myself obliged to shew this city that their 
concerns are part of my care, it is with much 
earnestness I make this request. Farewel. 

LETTER 

* Greece. 
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LETTER XV. 

[A.U.7C&] 

To Lepta'. 

The moment I received your letter from the 
hands of Seleucus, I dispatched a note to Bal- 
bus, to enquire the purport of the law you 
mention 4 . His answer was, that such persons 
as at present exercise the office of prac6 5 , are 
expressly excluded from being decurii 6 : but 
this prohibition extended not to those who 
had formerly beeu engaged in that employ- 
ment. Let not our friends, then, be discou- 
raged. It would, indeed, have been intoler- 
able, 

* Cicero mentions a person of this name in a former let- 
ter, who appears to have been his Prwfectus Fabrum, or 
'what might be called, perhaps, in modern, language, the 
commander of his train of artillery; when he was governor 
ofCilicia. It is probable, therefore, as Man mi us conjec- 
tures, that he is the same person to whom this letter is ad- 
dressed. Vid. Episf. Tarn. iii. 7. 

4 Manutius very justly observes, that this could not be a 
law which Cssar had actually passed, but one which he in- 
tended, perhaps, to enact, when he should return from 
Spain ; for if it had been actually promulgated, Cicero could 
have had no occasion to apply to Balbus for his intelligence. 
$ The office of praco seems to have been much in the 
• nature of a crier in our courts of justice ; but not altogether 
so low in repute. 

6 A decurio was, in a corporate city, the same as a sena- 
tor of Rome ; that is, a member of the public council of the 
community. , 

Vol. II. Ff 
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able, that a parcel of paltry fortune-tellers 
should be thought ^rtfty of being admitted 
into the senate of Boftie" 7 , 4t the same time that 
having formerly acted as a praeco should dis- 
qualify a man for being member of the coun- 
cil of a country ©orpomtfon. 

We have nb lietos frofti Spaki : all that we 
Jknow tfifch'ceftainty is, that young Pompey has 
drawn together a very considerable aTtny. This 
we learn fronva letter of Pacisecus 8 to Caesar, a 
-ctipy wfaerrof Cffisar iifrnfcelf has transmitted to 
us ; in tfhich it <is affirmed -that Pompey is at 
the head ofieleven legions?. Messala, in a fet- 
ter he lat^ly-wrote to'Quirttus Salassu6, informs 
him that his brother, Publius Cuftius, has beai 
-executed, by the command of Pompey, in the 
presence of his whole army. This. man r had 
"entewd, it seems, into a conspiracy with some 
Spaniards, by which it was agreed, in case 
"Pbttipey should' march itito a certain village 

for 

7 This is a sneer upon Caesar, who had introduced per- 
sons of tfye lowest rank and character 'into the Roman se- 

. nate,. See rein. 9. p. 134. of this vol. 

8 He was a native of Spain, and a person of great note in 
that province. -Caesar entrusted bim with a very consider* 

Table command in the expedition against the sons of Pompey. 
Hirt. de Bell. Hisp. 3. 

9 The number of horse and foot in-a Roman legion varied 
in different periods of the republic. In its lowest computa- 
tion it appears to have amounted to 3000 # foot and 2QO 
horse ; and, in its highest, to -have risen to 6000 of the for- 
mer, and 400 of the latter. 4to*m. Antiq.Rt>m.'964. 
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for provisions', tb j sefize upon his petsoti,- and 
deliver him into 1 the ha^ds of Caspar. 

Ih< relation' to the seturit-y iti \rhiblr yO\i- 
stand engaged for Pbmpey, you may depetad* 
upon- i^ a^ soon as Galba, who is v jointly 1 - 1 
bound with you, returns 1 hither*, I 1 shall flotf.f&il* 
to consult' with him atrout measures 'for* sfcttlitfg f 
that affiiir. Hfc seemed- rreiwemtter, tbitttas' 
ginethat'it might be adjusted 1 '; attd'yOti lertoif 
he i^ a j man who spares no paitts- where : hi& mo*-- 
ney is* concerned. 

It« gives me much ' pleasure 4 to flrtd tH^ft i yxrtt i 
so highly approve of my l6! Orator. Whatever* 
skill I 1 have in the art, I have displayed 'it'allSir 
that treatise ; > and if the* commendations' you 5 
bestow upon it are not too partial, 1 I cannot 1 
but set 5 some value upon tiiy judgment. To* 
speak truth, I am willing to rest all my reputa-- 
tion of this kind upon the merit of that per- 
formance. V hope my little- favourite, your 1 
son, already discovers some relish for writings 1 
of this sort : and although he is yet too young l 
to enter far into these studies, yet it will be no. 
disadvantage to him to begin thus early to 
form hia taste by compositions of this nature. 

I have 

10 This elegant and judicious piece is inscribed to Brutus, 
and was written in answer to a question he had often pro- 
posed to Cicero, concerning the noblest and most perfect * 
species of eloquence; 

Ff2 
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I have been detained at Rome, on account, 
of my daughter Tullia's lying-in. But though 
she is now, I hope, out of all danger, yet I 
still wait here in expectation of my first pay- 
ment from the agents of Dolabella" ; and, to 
tell you the truth, I am not so fond of chang- 
ing the scene as formerly. The amusement I 
found in my country houses, together with the 
sweets of retirement, were wont heretofore to 
draw me frequently out of Rome. But the si- 
tuation (yf my present house is altogether as 
pleasant as that of any of my villas. I am, in- 
deed, as much retired here, as if Hived in the 
most unfrequented desart, and carry on my 
studies without the least interruption. I be- 
lieve, therefore, that I have a better chance of 
a visit from you in Rome, than you have of 
seeing me in the country. 

I would recommend Hesiod to the agreeable 
little Lepta, as an author which he ought to 
retain by heart ; and particularly let him always 
have in his mouth those noble lines, 

High on a rugged rock 9 &C 1 *. 
Farewel. LETTER 

II This seems to intimate that there had been a divorce 
between Dolabella and Tullia : as it was usual, in cases of 
that kind, for the husband to return the portion he had re- 
ceived from his wife, at three annual payments. See rem. 
2. p. 4.. and rem. 4. p. 7. of vol. iii. 

12 The passage in Hesiod, at which Cicero hints, is to the 
following purpose : 

High on a rugged rock the gods ordain, 

Majestic Virtue shall her throne maintain : And 
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LETTER XVI. 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Aulus Torquatus. 

There is no news to send you ; and, indeed, 
if there were any, yet all accounts of that kind, 
I know, are usually transmitted to you by your 
own fomily. As to* what may hereafter hap- 
pen, though it is always difficult to detefmine 
concerning future events, yet, when they are 
not placed at too great a distance, one may 
sometimes form a tolerable guess. At present, 
however, all I can conjecture is, that the war 
is not likely to be drawn out iato any great 
length ; though I must acknowledge there are 
some who think differently. I am even in- 
clined to believe that there has already been an 
engagement j but I do not give you this as a 
fact; I mention it only as extremely probable. 
The event of war is always precarious; but, in 
the present instance, the number of forces is so 
considerable on each side, and there is such a 
generat-5pirit, it is said, in both armies, of 
coming to action, that it will not be matter of 
surprise whichever side should obtain the vic- 
tory. 

And many a thorny path her sons must press, 
Ere the glad summit shall their labours bless. 
There joys serene to arduous toils succeed, 
And peace eternal is the victor's meed. 

Ff3 
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tory\ In the mean time, the world is every- 
day more and «moie persuaded, that although 
there may be some ttttle difference in the cause 
of the contending parties, there will be scarce 
,any in the consequence of their success. As to 
one of thero,-weJwjyealli3eifc!dy, i» : sorw a«rtt>je»- 
perieaced thqir dispositipn*:: md, #s *p the 
-other, ,we a»e all of j^ sjufftcienjtly .sen«We;h0»r 
*nucb fc to be dreaded from w incensed pm* 

If, by w4*tt I bare here said, I n»jr sepm iP 
increase that grief which I should eiufewraiitr*ft> 
^llevi^te ; J must confess, that I k&pv frit xwp 
reflection capable of supporting us ujjder ifcese 
public misfortunes. It is 9, reflection, hpwfcvgfc 
of sovereign e#ica,ey, ^J^ereit cm be applied W 
its fulj force; and, of w^ich, I we?y dfty wwe 
9>nd mor? experience the singater sdyairtfge. It 
is, indeed, the greatest ooasolfttipp wder §dr 
yersity, to be co^scioj^ of having ^w^y^f^fOTt 

w$B, 

." This letter vas probably wrjtten very early in tb# presenf 
year; as it was on the 17th ^pf March that the two armies 
came to a general engagem^t. This decisive baltl* was 
fought under the walls pf Munda, a city whicty itill subsists 
in the province of Granada. Caesar obtained a complete 
victory ; but it was disputed by the Ponpeiana with sp mueh 
courage and obstinacy, that it was long doubtful on which 
side the advantage would turn, or, as Florus most elegantly 
expresses it, ut plane videretur nesc%o qirid deliberare For£una. 
Hirt. de Bel. Hisp. 31. F/or. iv. 2. v 

a The Caesarean party. 

* Young Pompey, who, if he had succeeded, would un- 
doubtedly have acted with great severity towards Cicero, 
and the rest of those who had deserted the cause of his father. 
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well, and to be persuaded, tha,t nothing but guilt 
deserves to be considered, as a severe evil But 
a$ you and I are so faj from having any thing 
to reproach ourselves with, that we have the sa- 
tisfaction to reflect; that w$ have ever acted 
upon the most patriot principles ; as iib ip not 
our measures, but the ill success of thosp mear 
sures, which the world regrets ; in a word, a$ 
we have faithfully discharged that duty we 
owed to our country, let us bear the event with 
calmness and moderation. But I pretend not 
to teach you how to support these our common 
calamities. It is a lesson which requires much 
greater abilities than mine to inculcate, ^swell 
as the most singular fortitude of soul to prac- 
tise. There is one point, however, in which 
any man is qualified to he your instructor, as 
it is easy to shew that you have no reason to be 
particularly afflicted. For with respect to Cae- 
sar, though he has appeared somewhat more 
slow in granting your pardon than was gene- 
rally imagined, yet I have not the least doubt 
of his consenting to your restoration ; and as to 
the other party 5 , you perfectly well know how 
your interest stands with them, without my 
telling you. Your oialy remaining disquietude, 
then, mu6t arise from being thus long separated 
frojp your family : and it is a circumstance, I 

confess, 

5 The Pompeians. 

Ff4 
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confess, that justly merits your concern, espe- 
cially as you are by this mean deprived of the 
company of those most amiable youths, your 
sons. But, as I observed in a former 6 letter, 
it is natural for every man, in these unhappy 
times, to look upon his own condition as, of all 
others, the most miserable, and to deem that 
place the least eligible in which it is his fortune 
to be situated. For my own part, indeed, I 
think that we who live at Rome are most to be 
lamented ; not only as, in misfortunes of every 
kind, a spectator must be more sensibly affect- 
ed than he who is acquainted with them merely 
by report ; but as we are more exposed to the 
danger of sudden violences, thai} those who are 
placed at a greater distance. 

Yet, after all my endeavours to reason you 
out of your disquietudes, I cannot but acknow- 
ledge, that I am more obliged to time, than to 
that philosophy which I have ever cultivated, 
for the mitigation of my own ; and how great 
they once were, you perfectly well know. But, 
in the first place, I have . the consolation to 
reflect, that when I was so desirous of peace, 
as to think even a bad one preferable to a 
civil war, I saw farther into consequences 
than some of my countrymen. And although 
I do not pretend to a spirit of divination, and 
it was chance alone that verified my ,predic- 

tions> 
4 The first letter of this book. 
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tions, yet I will own that I take great satisfac- 
tion in the empty honour of my fruitless pene- 
tration. In the next place, I have the conso- 
lation, in common with yourself, that should 
I now be called upon to lay down my life, I 
shall not be cut off from a commonwealth, 
which I can by any means regret to leave ; es- 
pecially as the same blow that deprives me of 
my life, will deprive me, likewise, of all sensi- 
bility 7 . Besides, I am already arrived at a ful- 
ness of years 8 ; and, as I can look back with 
entire satisfaction, on the course I have com- 
pleted, so I have nothing to fear from any vio- 
lence which may be offered to me, since nature 
herself has now well-nigh conducted my days 
to their final period. In a word, when I re- 
flect upon that great man 9 , or rather, indeed, 
upon those many illustrious personages who 
perished in this war ; it would seem a want of 
modesty to regret submitting to the same fate, 
whenever I shall find it necessary. The truth 
is, I represent to myself all that can possibly 
happen to me ; as, indeed, there is no calamity 
so severe which I do not look upon as actually 
impending. However, since to live in perpe- 
tual fear is a greater evil than any we can dread, 

I check 

7 See rem, 6. p. 232. of this vol. 

8 Cicero was at this time in his 6lst year. 

9 Pompey. 
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I check myself in these reflections* especially 
a» I ani approaching to that state, which is not 
only unattended with any pain in itself, but which 
will put an end to all painful sensations foi 
ever. But I have dwelt longer upon this sub- 
ject, perhaps, than was necessary. However, 
if I run out my letters to an unreasonable extent, 
you must not impute it to impertinence, b*rt 
affection. 

I am sorry to hear that Sulpkuus has left 
Athens 10 ; as I am persuaded, that the daily 
company and conversation of so wise and va^ 
luable a friend, afforded you great relief under 
your afflictions. But I hope you will continue 
to bear them as becomes you, and support your- 
self with your usual fortitude. In the mean 
time, be assured, I shall promote, with the ut- 
most zeal and care, whatever I shall think 
agreeable to the interest or inclination either of 
you or yours. And, in this, I can only imitate 
you in your disposition to serve me, without 
being able to return your generous offices ivk 
the same efficacious manner. Fajeweh 

LETTER 

10 In order, probably, to return to Rome upon the expi- 
ration of his government. 
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LETTER XVII, 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Caius Cassius, 

I s h o y l d not send you so short a letter, if your 
courier had not called for it just as he was set- 
ting out. But I have still another reason ; for 
I have nothing to write to you in the way of 
pleasantry, and serious affairs are topics in 
which it is not altogether safe to engage. You 
will, therefore, wonder, perhaps, that I should 
be in any humour to be jocose ; and, indeed, it 
is no very easy matter. However, it is the only 
expedient left to divert our uneasy thoughts. 
But where then, you will probably ask, is our 
philosophy ? Why yours, my friend, is in the 1 
kitchen, I suppose ; and, as to mine, it is much 
too troublesome a guest to gain admittance. 
The fact is, I am heartily ashamed of being a 
slave ; and, therefore, that I may not hear the 
severe reproaches of Plato, I endeavour to turn 
my attention another way. 

We have hitherto received no certain intelli- 
gence from Spain. I rejoice, upon your account, 
that you are absent from this unpleasing scene ; 
though I greatly regret it upon my own. But 

your 

1 This is a raillery upon the tenets of Cassius, who held 
the doctrines of the Epicurean sect. 
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your courier presses me to dispatch, so that I 
. can only bid you adieu, and entreat the conti- 
nuance of that friendship you have ever shewn 
me from your earliest youth. 

LETTER XVIII, 

[a. u. 70a.] 

To DOLABELLA*. 

I would not venture to omit writing to you 
by our friend Salvins ; though I have nothing 
more to say than what you perfectly well know 
already, that I infinitely love you'. I have 
more reason, indeed, to expect a letter from 
you, than you can have to receive one from 
me, as I imagine there is nothing going for- 
ward in Rome, which you will think of impor- 
tance enough to raise your curiosity j unless, 
perhaps, that I am to sit in judgment between 
two learned grammarians ; our friend Nicias, 
and his* antagonist Vidius. The latter, you 
must know, has produced a certain manuscript, 
relating to an account between them ; to which 

Nicias > 

* He was, at tbi* time> with Caesar, in Spain* 
3 Whatever disagreement there was between Dolabella 
and Tullia, it did not, in appearance at least, occasion any 
coolness between him and his father-in-law; a circumstance, 
which,* considering the tenderness of Cicero for his daughter, 
can only be accounted for by DoIabellaVgreat credit with 
Ca&sar. 
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Nicias^ like a second Aristarchus 4 , very peremp- 
torily insists that some of the lines ate altoge- 
ther spurious. Now I, like a venerable an- 
cient critic, am to determine whether these sus- 
pected interpolations are genuine or not. But 
you will question, perhaps, whether I have suf- 
ficiently forgotten the delicious mushrooms and 
those noble prawns 5 with which I have been so 
often regaled by Nicias and his gentle spouse, 
to l?e qualified for an impartial judge in this 
important cause. Let me ask you, in return, 
whether you imagine I have so entirely thrown, 
off all my former severity, as to retain nothing 
of my old solemnity of brow, even when I am 
sitting in grave tribunal ? You may be sure, 
however, that my honest host shall be no great 
sufferer. Though, let me tell you, if I should 
pass sentence of banishment upon him, I shall 
by no means allow you to reverse it, lest Bursa 
should be supplied with a pedagogue to teach 
him his letters 6 . But I am running on in this 
ludicrous style, without reflecting that you, 

who 

4 A celebrated Greek critic. See rem. 7- {>. 2$. of this vol. 

5 la the original it is Culinarum, which conveys no sense, 
or, at least, a very forced one. The reading, therefore, pro- 
posed by Gronovius, is adopted in the translation, who ima- 
gines the true word was Squillarum. For prawns was a fish 
iri great repute amongst the Roman epicures. 

6 Bursa was a particular enemy ot Cicero, and had bee^n 
banished for his riotous attempts to revenge the murder of 
Clodius, from which banishment he was lately recalled. See 
rem. 5. p. 26*3. vol. 1. 
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who are in the inidst of a campaign, nay, per- 
haps, be too seriously engaged to telish these 
humorous sallies. When I shall be certain^ 
therefore, that you are in a disposition to hugh, 
you shall bear farther from me, 1 cannot, 
however, forbear adding, that the people were 
extremely solicitous concerning the fate of 
Sulbt 7 r till the news of his death was confirmed ; 
but now that they are assured of the fact, they 
are no* longer inquisitive hew it happened, 
well contented with their intelligence that he 
ie undoubtedly defunct. As for myself, I bear 
this, deplorable aecident like a philosopher; 
my only concern is, lest it should damp the 1 
spirit of Caesar's auctions 8 . Faxetfel. 

LETTER 

7 This man bad rendered himself extremely- and generally 
odious by the purchases he had made of the confiscated 
estates, during the proscriptions both of Sylla and Caesar. 
Cic. de Offic. ii. 8. 

8 In which the confiscated estates were put up to sale. 
One of the methods that Caesar took to reward his partisans, 
was by suffering them to purchase these estates at an under** 
value ; and it was the hopes of being a sharer in these iniqui- 
tous spoils, thaf furnished one ef the principal incentives t<r 
the. civil war. Cic. vbi mp. 
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LETTER XIX. 

[A.tf.7oa.] 

To Acu jjvs Tv>& kv* a t vs. 

I ho£1b you will ndt imagine that you have 
"keen out of my thoughts, by my having lately 
been a more remiss correspondent than usual. 
The true occasion of my silence has partly 
arisen frem an ill state of hfealth, which, how- 
ever, is now somewhat mended, and partly 
has been owing to my absence from Rome, 
which prevented me from being informed wticn 
any courier was dispatched to you. Be assured, 
that T constantly and most affectionately pre- 
serve you in my remembrance, and that your 
affairs, of every kind, are as much my concern 
,as ,if they were my own* 

Believe me, you have no reason, considering 
-the unhappy .situation of public affairs, ,to be 
uneasy that yours still-remain in a more dubious 
:and um&efctled posture than was generally hoped 
and imagined. .For one of these three events 
must necessarily take place; -either we shall 
,never.jsjee,an end of our civil wans, or they will 
^one day subside, and give the republican op- 
portunity of .recovering its vigour, or they will 
terminate in its utter extinction. If the sword 
is never to ,be ^sheathed, ypu cjm &are nothing 

to 
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to fear either from the party which you for- 
merly assisted, or from that by whichyou have 
lately been received 9 . But should the republic * 
. again revive, either by the contending factions 
mutually agreeing to a cessation of arms ; or by 
their laying them down in mere lassitude ; 
or by one side being vanquished; you will 
undoubtedly be again restored both to your 
rank and to your fortunes. And should our 
constitution be totally destroyed, agreeably 
to what the wise Marcus Antonius 1 long since 
apprehended, when he imagined that the pre- 
sent calamities were even then approaching, 
you will have the consolation, at least, to re- 
flect, that a. misfortune which is common to 

all, 

9 Torquatus was now in Italy, having obtained the per- 
mission of returning, by means of Dolabella, with whom 
Cicero had employed his good offices for that purpose; as 
appears by several passages which Manutius has produced 
from the letters to Atticus. But whether Torquatus; after- 
wards, procured a full pardon from Caesar, and was restored 
to his estates and honours, is uncertain ; all that is farther 
known of him, is, that he was in the army of Brutus and 
Cassius, at the battle of Philippi, and in the number of those 
whom Atticus generously assisted in their distress after the 
event of that unfortunate action. Ad Ait. xiii. 9. 20. 21. 
Corn, Nep. in vit. Att. ii. 

1 This eloquent and illustrious patriot, the grandfather of 
Mark Antony, was consul in the year 653 ; and, about 12 
years afterwards, was put to death by the command of Ma- 
rius, whose party he had strenuously opposed. Marius was 
at dinner when the executioner of his cruel orders brought 
him the head of Antonius, which that sanguinary Roman re- 
ceived into his hands, with all the insolent and horrid exul- 
tation of the most savage barbarian. P(ut. in Vit* Jnton* 
Jppian. BeL Civil, i. 344% Val. Max. ix. 2. 
1 
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all, cannot be lamented as peculiar to any : and 
miserable as this consolation must prove to a 
man of your patriot virtues, 'tis a consolation 
however, to which we must necessarily have 
recourse. 

If you well consider the full force of these 
few hints, (and I do not think it prudent to 
be more explicit in a letter) you must be con- 
vinced, without my telling you, that you have 
something to hope, and nothing to fear, so long 
as the republic shall subsist, either in its pre- 
sent, or any other form. But should it be en- 
tirely subverted, as I am sure you would not, 
if you were permitted, survive its ruin ; so I 
am persuaded you will patiently submit to 
your fate, in the conscious satisfaction of hav- 
ing: in no sort deserved it. But I forbear to en- 
ter farther into this subject, and will only add 
my request, that you would inform me how it 
is with you, and where you purpose to fix your 
quarters : that I may know where a letter or a 
visit will find you. Farewel. 

Vol. II. Gg LETTER 
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LETTER XX. 

{A.U.708.] 

To Caius Cassius. 

Surely, my friend, your couriers areaset. 
of most unconscionable fellows. Not that they 
have given me any particular offence : but as 
they never bring me a letter when they arrive 
here, is it fair they should always press me for 
one when they return ? It would be more con- 
venient, however, if they would give me earlier 
notice, and not mfcke their demands in the very 
instant they are setting out. You must excuse 
me, therefore, (if an excuse I can want, who 
am so much more punctual a correspondent 
than yourself) should this letter prove no longer 
than my la§t ; as you ^nay be assured of re- 
ceiving an ample detail of every thing in my 
next But that my present epistle may not be 
wholly barren of news, I must inform you that 
Publius Sulla 4 , the father, is dead. The occa- 
sion of this accident is variously reported: 
some say he was a martyr to his palate ; and 
others, that he was murdered by highwaymen. 
The people, however, are perfectly indifferent 
as to the manner, since they are quite clear as 
to the fact : for certain it is, that the flames of 

his 
* See rem. 7. on let. 18. of this book* 
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bis funeral pile have consumed him to ashes. 
And what though liberty herself, alas ! perished 
with this paragon of patriots* you will bear the 
loss of him, I guess, with much philosophy. 
But Caesar, 'tis thought, will be a real mourner, 
in the apprehension that his auctions will not 
now proceed so currently as usual On the 
other hand, this event affords high satisfaction 
to Mindius Marceilus, and the essenced Attius, 
who rejoice exceedingly in having thus gotten 
quit of a formidable antagonist. 

We are in great expectation of the pews from 
Spain, having, as yet, received no certain intel- 
ligence from that quarter. Some flying re- 
ports, indeed, have been spread, that things 
do not go well there ; but they are reports with- 
out authority. 

Our friend Pansa set out for his govern- 
ment' on the 30th of December. The circum- 
stances that attended his departure afforded a 
very strong proof that " virtue is eligible upon 
" its own account :" a truth which you have 
lately, it seems, begun to doubt 4 . The singular 
humanity with which he has relieved such 
numbers in these times of public distress, drew 

after 

a Of Gaul : in which be succeeded Marcus Brutus. 
4 As having lately embraced the Epicurean principles, 
See the following letter. 

Qg2 ' 
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after him, in a very distinguished manner, the 
general good wishes of every honest man. 

I am extremely glad to find that you are still 
at Brundisium: and I much approve of your 
continuing there. You cannot be governed by a 
more judicious maxim, than to sit loose to the 
vain ambition of the world ; and it will be a 
great satisfaction to all your friends to hear that 
you persevere in this prudent inactivity. In the 
mean time, I hope you will not forget me, when 
you send any letters to your family : as, on my 
own part, whenever I hear of any person that 
is going to you, I shall not fail to take the op- 
portunity of writing. Farewel. 

LETTER XXL 

[A.U.708.] 

To the same. 

Will you not blush when I remind you that 
this is the third letter I have written without 
having received a single line in return ? How- 
ever, I do not press you to be more expedi- 
tious : as I hope, and indeed insist, that you 
will make me amends for this delay, by the 
length of your next epistle. As for myself, if 
I had the opportunity of conveying my letters 
as frequently as I wish, I should write to you, 
I believe, every hour : for as often as I employ 
1 , my 
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my pen in this manner, you seem, as it were, 
actually present to my view. This effect is by 
no means produced, let me tell you, by those 
subtle images which your new 5 friends talk so 
much of: who suppose that even the ideas of 
imagination are excited by what the late Catius, 
with wonderous elegancy, has styled spectres. 
For by this curious word 6 , you must know, he 
has expressed what Epicurus, who borrowed 
the notion from Democritus 7 , has called images. 
But granting that these same specifies are ca- 
pable of affecting the organ of vision, yet I 
cannot guess which way they can contrive to 
make their entrance into the mind. But you 

will 

5 The Epicureans : to whose system of philosophy Cas- 
sius had lately become a convert. Accordingly Cicero ral- 
lies him in this and the following passages, on their absurd 
doctrine concerning ideas: which they maintained were ex- 
cited by certain thin forms, or images, perpetually floating 

in the air. These images were supposed to be constantly 
emitted from all objects, and to be of so delicate and subtle 
a texture, as easily to penetrate through the pores of the body, 
and by that means render themselves visible to the mind. 
Lucret. iv. 726, &c. 

6 It is probable that CatiuS either coined this word him- 
self, or employed it in a new and improper manner. For it is 
observable, that both Lucretius and Cicero, whenever they 
have occasion to express, in their own language, what the 
Greek Epicureans called eiSoiXa, always render it by the 
word simulachra or imagines. 

7 He was a native of Abdera, a city in Thrace, and flou- 
rished about 400 years before the Christian sera. Epicurus, 
who was born about forty years afterwards, borrowed much 
of his doctrine from the writings of this philosopher, C«\ 
<k J«i. i. 6< 

GgS 
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will sdlve thto difficulty when we meet, and tell 
me by what means, whenever I shall be dis* 
posed to think of you> I may bfe able to eatl 
up your spectre: and not only yours, whose 
image, indeed, is already so deeply stamped 
upon my heart, but even that of the whole 
British island, for instance, if I should be in- 
clined to make it the subject of my tnedita- 
tions.— But more of this another time. In the 
mean while, I send this as an experiment to try 
with what temper you can bear toy railleries. 
Should they seem to touch you, I shall renew 
my attack with so much the more vigour, and 
will apply for a writ of restitution lb reinstate 
you in your old tenets: "of which you, the 
" said Cassius, have by force and arms 8 been 
" dispossessed." Length of possession, in this 
case, will be no plea in bar ; for whether the 
time be more or less since you have been driven 
by the allurements of pleasure from the man- 
sions of virtue, my action will be still main- 
tainable, 

8 These were the formal words of the prastor's edict, com- 
manding the restoration of a person to an estate, of which he 
had been forcibly dispossessed. Cicero, perhaps, besides the 
humour of their general application, meant lrkewise archly to 
intimate, that Cassius had been driven out of bis more rigid 
principles by his military companions : as, in a letter written 
to Trebatius, when he was making a campaign with Caesar m 
Gaul, where our author is rallying him upon a similar occa- 
sion, he insinuates that he had acquired his Epicurism in the 
. camp. Indicavit mihi PaTisa, says he, Epicuram te e*se,f ac- 
tum. costra prceclara I Eptit, lam. vii. 12. 
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tainable. But let me not forgpt whom it is that 
J am thus bantering: Is it not that illustrious 
friend, whose every step, from his first entrance 
into the world, has been conducted by the 
highest honour and virtue ? If it be true, then, 
that you have embraced the Epicurean prin- 
ciples, I doubt they have more strength antf 
solidity in them than I once imagined. 

And now, will you not be inclined to ask how 
I could possibly think of amusing you in this 
idle manner ? The truth of it is, I am not fur- 
nished with a more important subject, as I have 
nothing to write to you concerning public af- 
fairs ; nor, indeed, do I chuse to trust my sen- 
timents of them in a letter. FareweL 

LETTER XXII. 

[A.U.708.]. 

Cassius to ClCERO. 

jMothi no affords me a greater pleasure in my 
travels, than to converse with my friend. Jt 
brings you, indeed, so strongly to my mind, 
that I fancy myself indulging a vein of plea- 
santry with you in person. This lively im- 
pression, however, is by no means produced by 
those Catian spectres you mention 9 : and for 
which piece of raillery I intend to draw up in 

my 

9 In the preceding letter. See rem. 5 and 6. tnereon. 
G g 4 
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my next such a list of inelegant Stoics, as will 
force you to acknowledge that Catius, in corn** 
parison with these, may well pass for a native 
of the refined Athens. 

It gives me much satisfaction, not only upon 
our friend Pansa's account, but for the sake of 
every one of us, that he received such marks 
of public esteem when he set out for his go- 
vernment 1 . I hope this circumstance will be 
thought a convincing proof how amiable a spirit 
of probity and benevolence, and how odious the 
contrary disposition, renders its possessor : and 
that the world will learn from hence, that 
"these popular honours, which are so passion- 
ately courted by bad citizens, are the sure at- 
tendants on those whose characters are the re- 
verse. To persuade mankind that virtue is its 
own reward, is a task, I fear, of too much diffi- 
culty: but that real and undisturbed pleasures 
necessarily flow from probity, justice, and what- 
ever else is fair and beautiful in moral actions, 
is a truth, surely, of most easy admission. Epi- 
curus himself, from whom the Catii, and the 
Amafinii, together with the rest of those inju- 
rious interpreters of his meaning, pretend to 
derive their tenets, expressly declares, that " a 
" pleasurable life can alone be procured by the 

" practice 
1 See rem. 3 on letter 20. of this book. 
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t€ practice of virtue. " Accordingly Pansa, who 
pursues pleasure agreeably to this just notion of 
it, still perseveres, you see, in a virtuous con- 
duct. The truth is, those whom your sect has 
stigmatized by the name of voluptuaries, are 
warm admirers of moral beauty ; and conse- 
quently cultivate and practise the whole train 
of social duties. But commend me to the judi- 
cious Sulla : who, observing that the philoso- 
phers were divided in their opinions concern- 
ing the supreme good, left them to settle the 
question among themselves, whilst he turned his 
views to a less controverted acquisition* by pur- 
chasing every good thing that was put up to 
sale*. I received the news of his death with 
much fortitude : and, indeed, Caesar will take 
care that we shall not long have occasion ' to 
regret his loss; as there are numbers of equal 
merit whom he can restore to us* in his place. 
Nor will Caesar himself, I suppose, much lament 
this excellent customer of his, when he shall see 
what a worthy son he has left to succeed him. 
But to turn to public affairs; let me know 
" what is doing in Spain. It is a point, indeed, 

upon 

a See rem. 7« on let. IS. of this book. 

3 This alludes to the great number of those whom Caesar, 
as soon as he got the power ipto his hands, had permitted to 
return from the banishment to which they had for various 
crimes been condemned. 
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upon which I am extremely solicitous: as I had 
much rather submit to an old master* whose cle* 
* mency I have experienced, than run the hazard 
of being exposed to the cruelty of a new one* 
You know the weakness of young Pompey's 
intellects ; that he looks upon cruelty as hero- 
ism ; and that he is sensible how much he has 
ever been the object of our ridicule. I fear, 
therefore, he would be apt to treat us somewhat 
roughly, and return our jokes with the point of 
his sword. If you have any value for me, then, 
you will not fail to let me know whatever shall 
happen. Ah, my friend, how do I wish I were 
apprised whether you read this with an easy or 
an anxious mind ! for, by that single circum- 
stance, I should be determined what measures 
are proper for me to pursue. But not to detain 
you any longer, I will only entreat you to con- 
tinue your friendship to me, and then bid you 
Farewel. 
P. S, 
If Caesar should prove victorious, you may 

expect to see me very soom 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXIII. 

[A.U, 708.] 
To DolABELLA. 

Caius Suberinxjs, a* native of 4 Calenum, if 
one with whom I am particularly united ; and 
he is extremely so, likewise, with our very in- 
timate friend Lepta. This person, in order to 
avoid being engaged in our intestine commo- 
tions, attended Marcus Varro into Spain 5 , be~ 
fore the civil war broke out : imagining, as, in- 
deed, every body else did, that after the defeat 
of Afranius 6 , there would be no farther dis- 
turbances in that province. However, he was 
by that very measure, involved in those mis- 
fortunes he had taken so much pains to escape. 
For the sudden insurrection which was formed 
by Scapula, and afterwards raised to so formi- 
dable an height by young Pompey, forced him 
unwillingly to take a part in that unhappy en- 
terprize. The case of Marcus Planius likewise, 
who is also in the number of Lepta's particular 
friends, is much the same with that of Suberi- 

nus. 

* A city of Campania, in the kingdom of Naples* 
5 See rem. 6. p. 213. of this vol. 

* He was one of Pompey 's lieutenants in Spain, in the 
year 704, in conjunction with Varro and Petreius. Caesar's 
victory over these generals has already been occasionally 
mentioned in the preceding remarks* 

3 
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nus. In compliance with my friendship, there- 
fore, for these two persons, and in compassion 
to their misfortunes, I recommend them with 
all possible warmth and earnestness to your fa- 
vour. But I have still another motive which 
engages me in their cause : Lepta interests him- 
self no less ardently in their welfare, than if his 
own were at stake ; and I cannot but feel the 
next, I might have said an equal, degree of so- 
licitude, where my friend is so anxiously con- 
cerned. Accordingly, though I have often 
had occasion to experience your affection ; yet, 
believe me, I shall principally judge of its 
strength by your compliance with my present 
request. I desire, therefore, or, if you will suf- 
fer me to employ so humble a phrase, I even 
beseech you, to afford your protection to these 
unhappy men, whose distress arises rather from 
unavoidable fortune, than from any thing 
blame- worthy in their own conduct. I hope, 
■that by your good offices in this affair, you will 
give me an opportunity of obliging, not only 
these my friends, but the corporation of Cale- 
num likewise, with which I have great con- 
nexions : but, above all, that you will, by these 
mean3, put it in my power^o render a grateful 
service also to Lepta. What I am going to 
$dd, is not extremely material, I believe, to the 

cause 
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cause I am pleading : however, it certainly can 
do it no prejudice. Let me assure you then, that 
one of these unfortunate persons is in very low 
circumstances, and the other has scarcely suffi- 
cient to entitle him to be admitted into the 
equestrian order 7 . As Csesar, therefore,, has 
generously spared their lives, and they have lit- 
tle else to lose, I entreat you, by all your af- 
fection towards me, to procure them the liberty 
of returning into Italy. The journey, indeed, 
is long: however, they are willing to undergo 
it, for the sake of living and dying among 
their friends and countrymen. I most earnestly 
request, therefore, your zealous endeavours for 
this purpose : or rather, indeed, (since I am 
persuaded it is entirely in your power) I warmly 
entreat you to obtain for them this desirable 

privilege. Farewel. 

LETTER 

7 The estate necessary to qualify a man for being re- 
ceived into the equestrian order was four hundred thousand 
sesterces r equivalent to about 30001. sterling. Cicero art- 
fully mentions the slender fortunes of his friends, as an inti- 
mation to Dolabella not to expect any douceurs for his good 
offices' towards them. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

[A. V. T08.] 
To CuESAR. 

I very particularly recommend to your fa* 
vour the son of our worthy and common friend 
Praecilius, a youth whose modest and polite be* 
haviour, together with his singular attachment 
to myself, have exceedingly endeared him to 
me. His father, likewise, as experience has now 
fully convinced me, was always my most sincere 
well- wisher. For, to confess the truth, he wajs 
the first and most zealous of those who used 
both to rally and reproach me for not joining in 
your cause, especially after you had invited me 
by so many honourable overtures. But, 

All unavailing proved his every art, 

To shake the purpose of my stedfast heart*. 

For whilst the gallant chiefs of our party were 
on the other side perpetually exclaiming to me, 

" Rise thou, distinguished *midst the sons of fame, 
" And fair transmit to times unborn thy name 9 ';" 
Too easy dupe of Flattery* s specious voice, 
Darkling I stray* d from JVisdoni*s better choice 19 . 

And 
s Horn. Odyss. vii. 258. 
? Horn. Odyss. i. 302. 
10 Horn. Odyss. xxiv. 31*. 



Digitized by C^lOOQIC 



Boo* X- op CICERO. 463 

And fainv would they still raise my spirits, 
while they endeavour, insensible as I now am 
to the charms of glory, to re-kindle that passion 
in my heart. With this view they are ever re- 
peating, 

O let me not inglorious sink in death, 
And yield like vulgar souls my parting breath : 
In some brave effort give me to expire, 
That distant ages may the deed admire 1 ! 

But I am immoveable, as you see, by all their 
persuasions. Renouncing, therefore, the pom- 
pous heroics of Homer, I turn to the just max- 
ims of Euripides, and say with that poet, 

Curse on the sage, who, impotently wise, 
Overlooks the paths where humbler Prudence lies. 

My old friend Prascilius is a great admirer of 
the sentiment in these lines: insisting that a 
patriot may preserve a prudential regard to his 
-own safety, and yet, 

Above his peers the first in honour shine* 

But to return from this digression : you will 
greatly oblige me by extending to this young 
man that uncommon generosity which so pecu- 
liarly marks your character, and by suffering 
my recommendation to increase the number of 
these favours which I am persuaded you are 



1 Horn. II. xxii. 
* Horn. II. vi. 208. 
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disposed to confer upon him for the sake of his 
family. 

I have not addressed you in the usual style 
of recommendatory letters, that you might see 
I did not intend this as an application of com- 
mon form. Farewel. 

LETTER XXV. 

[A.U.708.] 

To the same. 

Amongst all our young nobility, Publius 
Crassus* was one for whom I entertained the 
highest regard, and, indeed, he amply justified, j 
in his more mature years, the. favourable opi- 
nion I had conceived of him from his infancy. 
It was during his life that his freedman Apollo- 
nius first recommended himself to my esteem. 
For he was zealously attached to the interest of 
his patron, and perfectly well qualified to assist 
him in those noble studies to which he was 
devoted. Accordingly, Crassus was extremely 
fond of him. But Apollonius, after the death 
of his patron, proved himself still more worthy of 
my protection and friendship, as he distinguished 
with peculiar marks of respect, all who loved 
Crassus, or had been beloved by him. It was 
this that induced Apollonius to follow me into 

Cilicia : 
3 See rem. 3. p. 132. vol. i. 
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Cilicia, wherb, upon many occasions, I received 
singular advantage from his faithful and judici* 
ous services. If I mistake not, his most sin- 
cere and zealous offices were not wanting to yon 
likewise in the Atexatidritoe war, and it is if* 
the hope of your thinking so, that he has re- 
solved, in cohcurrence with my sentiments, but 
chiefly, indeed, from his own, to wait upofc 
you in Spain. I would not promis*, howmr, 
to fecbtnmend him to your favour. Noi that 
I suspected my applications tf ou9d be void of 
weight, but I thdught they would be %&*&&£*• 
sary in b*haif of a man who l&d served in the 
army under you, and whom, from your regard 
to the memory of Crassus, you woild un- 
doubtedly consider as a friend of your own. 
Besides, I knew he could easily procure letters 
of this kind from many otter hands. But, as 
he greatly values my good opinion, and as I 
am sensible, it has some influence upon yours, 
t very wittingly give him my. testimonial. fJel 
me assure you, then, that Ikhow him to be a 
man of literature, and one wtib has applied 2 him- 
self to the polite arts from his eattiest yoiith. 
tor when he was 'a boy, he frequently ' visited 
at my house with Diodotus, the Sioic : a phi* 
losopher,.in my judgment, of consummate eru- 
dition. Apolloniiis, inflamed witK zeal fot fhe 
Vol* II. fi h glory 
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glory of your actions, is greatly desirous of re- 
cording them in Greek, and I think him very 
capable of the undertaking. He has an excel* 
lent genius, and has been particularly conver- 
sant in studies of the historical kind, as he is 
wonderfully ambitious, likewise, of doing jus- 
tice to your immortal fame. These are my 
sincere sentiments of the man ; but how far he 
deserves them, your own superior judgment 
will best determine. But though I told Apol- 
lonius that I should not particularly recom- 
mend him to your favour, yet I cannot forbear 
assuring you, that eveiy instance of your ge- 
nerosity towards him will extremely oblige me. 
FareweL 

LETTER XXVI. 

[A.U.708.] 

Quintus Cicero, to Marcus Cicero*. 

I protest to you, my dear brother, you have 

performed an act extremely agreeable to me, in 

giving Tiro his freedom ; as a state of servitude 

was a situation far unworthy of his merit. --- 

Believe me, I felt the highest complacency, 

when I found, by his letter and yours, that 

you rather chose we should look upon him in 

the number, of our friends, than in that of our 

slaves; and I both congratulate and th^nk you 

* for 
4 The date of this letter it altogether uncertain. 
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for this instance of your generosity towards 
him. If I receive so much satisfaction from 
the services of my freedman, Statius, how much 
more valuable must the same good qualities 
appear in Tiro, as they have the additional ad- 
vantages'of his learning, his wit, and his po- 
liteness to recommend them ? . I have many 
powerful motives for the affection I bear you ; 
and this mark of your beneficence to Tiro, to- 
gether with your giving me part (as, indeed, 
you had reason) in the family joy upon this 
occasion, still increases the number. In a 
word, I saw and admired all the amiable qua- 
lities of your heart, in the letter you wrote to 
me on this subject. 

I have promised my best services to the 
slaves of Sabinus; and it is a promise I will 
most assuredly make good. FareweL 

LETTER XXVIL 

[A. U. 708.] 

To Rex 5 . 

Licinius Aristoteles, a native of Melita* 
is not only my old host, but my very particu- 
lar friend. These are circumstances, I doubt . 
not, that will sufficiently recommend him to 

vour 

5 He wad at this time propraetor of Sicily* Pigh. Annal. 
ii. 45$. 

' The island of Malta. 

Hh2 
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your favour ; as, in truth, I haVe experienced, 
by many instances, that my applications of 
this sort have always much weight with you. 
Caesar, in compliance with my solicitation^, 
has granted him a pardon; for I should have 
told you, that he was deeply engaged in the 
same cause with myself. He persevered in it, 
indeed, much longer ; which, I am perpuaded, 
will recommend him so much the more to your 
esteem. Let me entreat you, then, to shew 
him by your good offices; that this letter 
proved greatly to his advantage. FareweL 

AN 
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